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COURTEOUS    READfiR^ 

JL  HE  following  treatife  is  a^fpiritual  medley 
of  heavenly  things ; — an  entertaiment  for  the 
mind  and  confcience  of  gracious  fouls,  who, 
for  the  want  of  gofpel  light  to  difcern  the  rich 
provifion  and  ftability  of  God*s  covenant,  are 
often  funk  to  live  beneath  the  privileges 
thereof.  I  have  frequently  heard  people,  who 
I  believe  to  be  truly  gracious^  declare  them-* 
felves  to  be  bowed  down,  and  continually 
dejefted,  under  the  apprehenfions  of  a  dreadful . 
fcrutiny  which  they  fuppofe  the  Saviour  will 
have  with  them  in  the  day  of  judgment.  In 
order  to  remove  the  believer's  groundlefs 
fears,  to  Ihew  him  the  privileges  of  the  co- 
venant, and  to  excite  his  gratitude  to  God^ 
this  little  treatife  is  publifhed. 

A3  The 


(     iv    ) 

The  things  that  are  coniidercd,  and  at- 
tempted  to  be  explained,  are  the  fpi  ritual 
refurreftions  of  a  finner — ^his  arraignment  and 
juftification — his  fpiritual  birth,  heirlhip,  and 
inheritance — his  evidences  for  heaven — the 
conflids  he  hath  with  the  devil — ^and  the 
office  of  Chrift  as  an  Advocate. 

And  in  order  to  convey  my  thoughts  as 
intelligibly  as  poffible  it  is  written  by  way  of 
dialogue, — queftion  and  anfwer  being  an  ex- 
cellent way  of  conveying  information,  and 
with  which  the  word  of  God  is  replete. 

The  perfons  made  choice  of  to  carry  on 
the  dialogue,  are  Cufhi  and  Ahimaaz,  two 
fervants  of  David,  both  fliled  in  Scripture 
good  mens  Cufhi  is  here  reprefented  as  one 
wrought  upon  by  grace  while  he  obferved 
the  vifible  hand  of  God  with  David ;  which 
is  intended  to  fliew  how  a  Chriftian's  life, 
and  the  hand  of  God  with  him,  impreiTes 
the  mind  and  convidls  the  confcience  of  a 
finner.  Ahimaaz  is  reprefented  as  running 
with  tidings  before  he  was  fent ;  which  is  in- 
troduced as  a  caution  to  the  many  in  our 
days,  both  learned  and  illiterate,  who  take  on 
them  the  office  of  the  miniftry,  without  any 
fpiritual  qualification  for  it,  or  divine  call  to 

it; 
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It ;  viho  are  encouraged  and  emboldened  bj 
nothing  elfe  but  pride,  infeniibility,  and  ig- 
norance.  A  thirdt  for  human  applaufe,  and 
ignorance  of  the  experience  and  wifdom  of  the 
the  Church — ignorance  of  the  plague  of  the 
human  heart — ignorance  of  the  majcfty  of 
God^  and  the  importance  of  the  miniftry^ 
appear  to  be  the  baiis  and  bulwark  of  too 
many. 

The  houfes  of  Said  and  Daidd  are  intro«* 
duced  as  prefiguring  the  family  of  the  old 
Adam  and  the  houiehold  of  faith.  Cuihi's 
halting  between  the  two  is  intended  to  exhibit 
the  ftruggles  that  the  weak  believer  feels  be- 
tween the  flelh  and  the  Ipirit.  The  revival 
of  the  work  of  grace  on  Culhi,  at  the  death 
of  David,  is.  introduced  to  ihew  that  many 
young  converts,  who  are  a  fcourge  to  the  fer- 
vants  of  God  in  their  lives,  are  brought  to 
lament  their  death,  being  ignorant  of  their 
worth  till  they  feel  their  lofs ;  as  Ifrael  of  old, 
who  was  a  perpetual  burden  to  Moies  for  forty 
years ;  but  when  he  was  dead  they  bemoaned 
him  for  thirty  days  :  or  like  Saul,  who  was  fb 
often  a  plague  to  pious  Samuel  in  his  life,  yet 
would  fell  himfelf  to  the  devil  for  a  fight  of 
his  mantle  when  he  was  dead. 

I  have 


(  ^  ) 

I  have  iludicd  plainncfs  in  this  worki  and 
endeavoured  to  be  as  intelligible  to  my  Reader 
as  poffible ;  not  expefting  that  the  confequencc 
of  the  noble,  the  acquired  knowledge  of  the 
fcholar,  the  wifdom  of  the  critic,  the  refined 
judgment  of  the  polite  and  gay,  v^ill  ever  fub- 
mit  to  a  perufal  of  any  performance  of  mine, 
unlefs  it  be  to  cavil  at  it.  To  be  Ihort,  if 
any  part  of  the  revealed  will  of  God  be  made 
plain  to  the  feeker  or  to  the  believer ;  if  his 
judgment  be  informed,  his  doubts  and  fears 
removed  ;  if  any  bleffing  of  the  covenant  be 
difcovered ;  if  his  mind  be  entertained,  his 
faith  eftabliflied,  and  his  covenant  God  en- 
deared to  him,  I  truft  my  end  is  anfwered ; 
and  what  the  outfide  profeffor,  or  the  open 
enemy  to  truth  may  have  to  fay,  will  have 
but  little  weight  with  me,  except  it  be  to 
pity  him. 

That  the  believer  may  read  without  pre- 
judice, and  profit  by  reading,  is  the  defire  and 
prayer  of.  Courteous  Reader,  thy  willing  fer- 
vant,  and  tried  companion  in  tribulation, 

W.  HUNTINGTON. 


THE 


JUSTIFICATION,  &c. 

I  J 

CusHi  having  loft  his  royal  mafter^  took  a  folitarf 
walk  to  refleft  on  the  paft  experiences,  and  won* 
derfiil  deliverances^  left  upon  record  by  him ;  \intil, 
in  a  meafure,  he  thought  they  became,  according 
to  his  ienfations,  like  his  own  experience.  He  fud« 
denly  found  his  underftanding  much  opened j  worldly 
diings  vanifhed  from  his  mind^  and  every  thought 
of  his  heart  appeared  at  command^  which  he  em-> 
ployed  in  reflefting  on  pafkmerciesj  and  in  pleafing 
anticipations  on  future  glory. 

Reflexions  pn  his  paft  condufb  brought  many 
things  frelh  to  his  niind,  which  afibrded  matter 
for  real  contrition.  Biit  the  thoughts  of  God's  long 
forbearance  and  flownefs  to  anger  difTolved  his 
foul,  and  excited  his  warmeft  gratitude.  He  came 
fuddenly  to  the  brow  of  a  little  hill,  which  is  called 
the  Hill  Mizar.  Here  Cufhi  meditated  upon  the 
former  deliverance  of  his  royal  mailer. 

On  this  fpot,  faid  he,  his  falfe  hope  gave  way,  and 
the  burden  of  his  fins  funk  him  into  the  keeneft 
fenfations  of  divine  difpleafure,  which  involved 
him  in  all  real  and  imaginary  horror.  Here  it 
was  that  he  prayed  out  of  the  depths  of  deipond* 
ency;  and  his  prayer  was  anfwered  by  the  Sa* 
viour  in  an  open  vifion  of  death  on  the  crbfs.— » 

B  Here 
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Here  my  blefled  mafter  faw  the  crucifixion  of  th« 
Son  of  God.  Yea,  he  faw  his  perfecutors  pierce  his 
hands  and  his  feet.  He  faw  them  .part  his  garment 
among  tbem^  and  Gait  lots  on  his  ydhire.  This 
made  him  fo  dotingly  fond  of  this  litde  hilL  Who 
can  defcribe  the  feelings  of  a  foul  encompafled  with 
the  fears  of  deaths  and  chains  of  guilt  i  When  the* 
gmat  RedcentNir  appears  burdened^  as  the  (inner's 
Iponfor^^  in.all{the  agomes  of  aa  unparalleled  fufferer,. 
burdened  with  all:  his  (ins,  under  the  awful  aricfi: 
of(Tindt&ivi^  juftice^  and*  finking  into  the  threefold 
.  ihadcs.  of  treble  death* 
.  Oh  .love;,  lov£^  love !  Love  fixed  upon  an  enemy 
-^ao enemy  in  open  rebellion:  love  that  would  un* 
dertakfi  toicopewiith  diwne  vengeance:  love  that 
would  expofc  truth,  purity,  and  innocence,  to  igno* 
n^by^  fcQrn>  and  derifiqn  ^  and  all  to  redeem,  refcue, 
and  reooncile  a.  rebel  to  the  beft  of  foveitigns,  and 
xt)9kei  the  *  completely  miierable,  eternally  happy. 
Myimaflcr^shope  iprung  from  the  vifions  of  death, 
and  purfued  the  refurrefbion  of  his  adorable  Lord, 
to  am  inberitame  incorruftibU^  mdeJUedy  and  that 
Jball  nevpr  fade  away. 

Surely  it  was  an^  inrapcrceptible  faith  that  made 
him  iittportune;  and  it  was  patience  in  impor- 
tuning cha€  brought  him  to  fuch  a  Uefled  expe* 
rvence ;  and  die*  ex^peiience  of  fuch  a  deliverance 
brought  him  to  hope* 

Oh  that  rnnay  never  forget,  or  lofe  the  fcnfe 
ofhis  deliterance;  the. petitions  that  he  put  up; 
nor  this  facred  fpot,  ^^i^re  hii  deliverance  was 

wrought. 
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wrotight  Here  it  was  tfiat  he  {^,0i,  it^^d! 
#  Jbil  is  cafi  SraiTi  ivilfbin  tnty  i'nd  fho§  rdtfidnA 
Up;  thetefore  ioitt  TtattMWlr  thee  firom  the  IdHd 0/ 
Jordan,  and  of  the  ti^ht'dnUh  froth  fbeHinim^ 
Deep  calletb  uSto  deip.    ]^falm  sJiI;  6,  7.  ' 

Hd%  it  was  that  the  clouds  of  God's  dilpk2(/tfi^ 
againft  his  fins  'began  to  gather  tKick  over  his 
head,  and'  to  threaten  a  fatal  difcharge  on  hmi. 
The  water-lpouts  were  felt,  and  juffice  Ijpoke  in 
them,  demanding  perfe6t  obedience^  or  infinite 
puniihment.  This  made  him  try  to  haften  his 
rfcdpe  from  the  ftormy  wind  and  temt)eft,  Blede^ 
be  God,  who  revealed  his  crucified  Son  to  hiniv 
When  urider  thV  doud  of  impending  judgment; 
whofe  blood,  from  the  becalmed  cortfcience  of  m/ 
royal  mailer,  met  with  the  approbation  and  £ivour 
even  of  divine  juftice  itfclf. 

Well  might  the  evangelical  prophet  lay,  and  a 
ikafifliati  he  an  hiding-place  from  thejlorm^  d'  cover f 
fr^  tBe  tempefty  a  river  of  water  in  a  dr^  place^ 
aiid  the  Jhado^db  of  a  great  rock  in  thiy  weary  land. 
The  Lord  God  of'Ifirael  did  not  reveal  Jiis  dealr' 
Sftti  to  rtiy  v[df6able  maifter  with  a  dra^^n  fword,  ^ 
he  did  to  Balaam,  who  faid  he  Ihould  fee  him,  but^ 
not  now,  ahd  iJchold  himr,  but  not  nigh ;  but'  he 
accbnfpaified  tl^e  vifioh  with  an  ajJprbpriating  faith* 
*Vo  iS'd  aSiviour'aild  a  Jud^c  in  one  pieribn,  without 
forth'  irf  Ms'falvafion,  is  of  all  fights  thi  moff  afAiiSf- ' 
ing,  ahd'Wbtrld  fink  a  foul  for  everl     I  bad  utterly 
fdiki^d^  vihltft  IhUdheUeved  t\)fee  the  gdodnejs  of  the 
I^'d:HntbHdni  of  tlfe  lining.  Pfalhixxvii.  fji   - 

B  2  •  Culhi 
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t 

'  Cu(hi  now  defc^nded  the  Hill  Mizan  i«hicb 
led  with  a  gradual  defcent  into  a  verdant  valley. 
Here  he  was  blelTed  with  a  moft  ravilfaing  view 
of  the  covenant  of  promife^  which  afforded  matter 
of  pleafing  and  delightful^  medrtationj  and  every 
fre^  difcovery  gave  him  frelh  entertainment,  which 
^aufed  his  foul  to  fink  down  into  the  fweeteft  red 
and  quietude,  while  the  glorious  beams  of  light 
and  love  fhone  with  divine  radiance  upon  his  whole 

.  lathis  lights  he  faw  a  little  river  run  through 
&e  midfl:  of  the  vale,  which  his  thoughts  led  him 
to  trace  to  the  fountain  head ;  and  he  found  it  to 
be  (what  his  royal  mailer  called)  the  ftill  waters. 
Ffalm  xsdii.  a.  which  came  from  the  Father  to  the 
Sonj  and  through  the  Son  to  us. 

Thefe  waters  forcibly  reveal  the  Father's  love,  and 
the  Son's  falvation,  and  fanftify  and  make  mete  fouls 
&}T  heaven,  without  whofe  aid  no  promife  comes  with 
power,  nor  does  the  word  quicken  or  refrefli  the  Ifouk 

'  Poor  Cuihi,  finding  the  good  work,  formerly 
begun,  to  be  revived,  and  reftoring  grace  fo 
fweetly  to  operate  on  his  foul,  was  afraid  to 
^^B^  again  in  fiate  afiairs,  or  in  any  other  law- 
ful calling,  fearing  a  feccond  relapfe  i  which  holy 
fear  certainly  was  good*  But  as  God  does  not 
light  a  candle  to  put  it  under  a  bufliel,  nor  under 
a  bed,  that  it  fiiould  be  hid,  but  on  a  candleftick, . 
that  it  may  give  light  to  all  that  are  in  the  houfe, 
it  is  neceflaty  to  let  it  Ihine  before  men^  that  they 
may  fee  the  light  within,  while  it  refieds  its  holy 

rays 
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rays  without.  To  be  diligent  in  bufineis^  and 
fervent  in  fpirit^  is  a  command  given  to  every 
Chriftian,/and  what  the  moft  eminent  faints  have 
been  brought  to  fubmit  to^  from  Abel^  the  firft 
martyr,  to  Amos  the  prophet,  and  even  from  Jefiia 
Chrift,  to  Paul  the  tent-maker. 

However,  it  was  with  much  reluctance  that 
Culhi  left  his  lodgings,  and  the  verdant  meadow. 
But  fo  conlpicuous  a  proof  of  the  faithfiilnefs  of 
his  Lord,  made  him  depart  with  this  perfuafion 
and  confeflion,  tbc  Lord  is  myjhepberdi  IJball  not 
want.  Hi  maketh  mc  to  lie  down  in  green  pafturet  i 
be  leadeth  me  hejide  theftill  waters^  He  reftoretb  my 
Joul ;  be  leadefb  me  in  tbe  patbs  of  rigbteoufnejs  for 
bis  name's  Jake.   Pfalm  xxiii.  2,  3. 

Cuihi  now  rofe  up,  and  travelled  ofl^  mod  ^ 
fweetly  refrefhed,  and  he  intended  to  walk  quite 
through  the  verdant  valley,  but  he  had  not  got 
far,  before  a  bright  cloud  appeared  in  fight,  and 
he  expected  a  fhower ;  and  when  it  came  over  his 
head,  he  felt  a  mod  pleafing  fenfation  on  his  fpi- 
rit,  wonderful  motions  in  his  mind,  and  a  parti- 
cular flow  of  afFedions,  which  for  a  while  made 
him  ftand  as  one  entranced ;  and  he  fuppolcd  he 
faw  a  real  cloud.  But  this  text  occurred  to  his 
mind :  In  tbe  Jigbt  of  tbe  king*s  countenance  is  life ; 
and  bis  favour  is  as  a  cloud  of  tbe  latter  rain.  Pro  v. 
xvi.  15.  And  fo  he  found  it,  for  the  thoughts  of 
God  in  the  promifes  dropped  in  fuch  aii  abundant 
manner  on  him,  that  his  cup  overflowed,  till  he 
vented  it  in  confeflion,  adoration,  thankfulnefs  and 
praile.    Tbe  words  of  a  man's  moutb  are  as  deep  wa^ 

B  J  ters^ 
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ifffy  aff4  flif  Sf^eiypring  of  wifdo^  as  aflowia^Moi. 
^roy.  xviii,  4.  Cuflii,  finding  fuch  divine  light 
and .  ii;nderftanding  cro^d  in  upon  hioi^  fadly 
3|7anted .  to  minute  down  what  he  faw  and  felt ; 
but  his  mind  was  £0  taken  up,  that  all  efforts  tq 
begin  a  diary  provod  vaini  he  had  no  thoughts 
at  command  for  that ;  he  was  therefore  forced  to 
breathe  out  the  overflowing  of  his  joys  to  the 
fountain  of  life,  from  whence  they  came. 

The  church,  when  thus  filled^  is  a  fountain 
jealed)  uptil  the  feal  opens,  and  lets  it  forth.  ^ 
garden  inclojed  is  my  ^fifter^  my  Jfoufe^  a  Spring.  Jhut 
upy  a  fountain  Jealed.  Song,  iv.  12.  But  when  the 
fpirit  opens  the  heart,  it  plays  all  its  dreams  into 
the  fountain  of  divine  fulnefs,  from  whence  the 
ftreams  came. 

I 

Thufs  the  Lord  drinks  his  own  wine  with  his 
own  milkf  and  eats  his  own  honey^comb  with  bis 
own  honey.  Spng,  v.  i.  Or,  to  fpcak  in  cxprefe 
terms,  he  is  entertained  with  the  fervent  devo- 
tions produced  by  his  own  fpirit.  Thus  God  the 
Father,  and  God  the  Son,  are  glorified  in  the  gra- 
cious foul  by  God  the  Holy  Ghoft.  God  is  a 
Ipjrit,  and  will  be  worfbipped  by  his  own  fpirft  in 
us  J  and  as  a  God  of  truth,  he  will  be  worfhipped 
in  truth  i  not  as  an  objcft  reprefented  in  a  ,falfe 
light,  nor  with  a  falfc  heart. 

Culhi's  devotions  were  truly  divine,  for  he 
broke  forth  into  the  following  expreffion  of  fym- 
pathy  and  gratitude  to  his  much-flighted  and 
long-ncglefted  Lord.  O  thou  fource  of  all  divine 
happinefs,  and  fountain  of  light  and  life,  who  hath 
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jN-omifed  to  the  parched  and  barren  (buk  of  dfine 
eled,  both  the  former  and  the  latter  rain  mode- 
rately in  their  ieafon ;  I  received  thy  Uefled  word 
at  firfl  with  the  dew  of  thy  ^cial  grace  to  give 
it- root i  but»  alas!  worldly-mindedAefs  ibon  caufed 
my  joys  to  wither;  but  thou  haft  revifited  my 
barren  heart,  and  made  the  parched  ground  a  peol% 
and  the  tbirftj  landjfrings  of  water.    Aftonifliing, 
that  an  hearty  once  the  habitation  of  dragons^  Jbould 
he  turned  into  a  fpringing  well.  I(ai.  xxxv.  7.  Oh  thai 
I  never  may  he  left  to  wander  from  thy  fbadow  agai^^ 
nor  to  flight  the  fanSuary  Jervke  of  my  God.    Bleffed 
are  they  that  dwell  in  thy  houfe ;  they  will  be  ftiU 
praifing  thee;  bleffed  is  the  man  whofe  flrength  is  in 
ibee ;  in  whofe  heart  are  the  ways  ofthem^  who^fajing 
through  the  valley  of  Baca,  make  it  a  well ;  the  rain 
alfofilleth  the  pools.    Pfaim  kxxiv.  5, 6. 

Cuflii  had  now  almofl:  crofled  the  valley  6f 
Baca,  and  fuddenly  he  efpied  an  hill  before  hiiti^ 
with  a  gradual  afcent,  and  he  fhortly  began  to 
afcend  it  i  and  die  higher  he  went^  the  greaser  hid 
JQys..  ^ere  i  till  at  l^ft  he  vented  the  fulnefs  of  his 
foul  in  praife  and  acclamations  of  joy,  faying,  CA 
ny  God  J  as  the  earth  bringetb  forth  her  bud,  and  as 
the  garden  caufeth  the  things  that  are  fown  in  it  td 
fpring  forthy  fo  the  Lord  God  doth  caufe  righteouf-^ 
nefs  and  praife  to  fpring  forth  in  my  once  barren^  but 
now  revived  heart.     Ifa.  Ixi.  11. 

Cuflii  having  gained  the  fummit  of  the  hill^ 
faw  a  fine  ipreading  tree,  and  underwit  a  feat,  with  ik 
man  fitting  thereon,  who  had  a  book  in  his  haftd. 

B  4  The 
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The  reader  being  penfive  in  thought,  did  not 
difcern  the  approach  of  Cuftii.  Cuihi  perceiving 
this,  approached  as  near  as  he  could,  without  dif^ 
turbing  the  attention  of  the  reader,  and  flood  ftilt 
to  hear  him  read.  The  paiTage  that  he  was  read- 
ing  was,  and  Abraham  called  the  name  of  that  place 
Jebovalh-Jirebi  as  it  is /aid  to  this  day^  In  the  mount 
of  the  Lord  itfball  hefeen.    Gen.  xxii.  14. 

CuIhi  faid  unto  him,  underftandeft  thou  what 
thou  readeil?     The  good  man  ftarted  up  in  a 
furprize,  and  faid.  How  can  I,  except  fome  man 
fhould  guide  me;  and  he  defired  Cuihi   to   fit 
down  with  him,    I  am  glad,  faid  Culhi,  to  find 
thee  blefTed  with  a  fenfe  of  thy  native  ignorance^ 
and  endowed  with  a  teachable  fpirit.     Pride  will 
not  fubmit  to  learn  of  thofe  whom  God   hath 
taughc    I  think  a  teachable  fpirit  is  one  of  the 
charadteriftics  of  a  child  of  grace.     The  Jewifh 
Pharifees,  who  were  wife  in  their  own  eyes,  and 
prudent  in  their  own  fight,  refufed  the  tuition  of 
God  the  Saviour,  became  vain  in  their  imaginations^ 
and  their foolijb  hearts  were  darkened  \  prof  effing  them^ 
/elves  to  be  wife,  they  became  fools.     God  has  deter- 
mined to  deftroy  all  grounds  of  boafling,  and  to 
fiain  the  pride* of  all  human  glory.     Hence  it  is, 
that  the  Prophet  Ifdah  foretold  that  God  would 
take  away  alltruft  in  the  mighty  man,  and  the  man 
of  war  i  the  judge,  and  the  prophet  5  and  the  pru^ 
dent,  and  the  ancient ;  the  captain  of  fifty -,  and  the 
honourable  man  i  and  the  counsellor ,  and  the  cunning 
artificer  I  and  the  eloquent  orator  i  and  that  he  would 
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give  children  to  be  their  princes^  and  babes  Jhould  rule 
aver  them .  Ifa,  iii.  2,  3, 4,  5.  Men  of  great  na* 
tural  or  acquired  parts  can  never  fubmit,  without 
humbling  grace,  to  yield  obedience  to  (what  one 
calls)  the  fbolifhnels  of  the  crols. 

However,  the  Prophet  fays,  whom  jhall  God 
teach  knowledge  ?  And  whom  Jball  be  make  to  un^ 
derftand  doBrine  ?  Them  that  are  weaned  from  the 
milkf  and  drawn  from  the  breaftsi  for  precept  mufi 
be  upon  precept ;  ^precept  upon  precept  i  line  upon  linei 
line  upon  line  \  here  a  little^  and  there  a  little.  Ifaiah 
xxviii,  9, 10.  This  is  an  humbling  declaration  for 
a  coHnfellory  an  efirologer^  aftar-gazer^  or  a  monthly 
prognofticator^  to  regard.  Ifa.  xlvii.  ig.  But  as  Paul 
&ys.  If  any  man  will  be  wife,  let  him  become  a  fooi^ 
that  be  may  be  wife. 

But  to  give  my  dear  brother  an  account  of  this 
mountain,  on  which  we  fit:  I  believe  it  to  be 
Mount  Moriah,  which,  perhaps,  may  fignify  the 
^Lord  revealing.  If  it  does,  it  (hews  how  thofe 
Jbuls  are  exalted,  whom  the  Lord  condefcendeth 
to  teach>  to  whom  he  reveals  his  mind  and  will^ 
^  though  it  be  attended  with  bitternefs,  which  may 
be  included  in  the  word  Moriah.  Mount  Calvary, 
you  ice,  is  almoft  oppofite,  where  our  Lord  was 
crucified ;  and  he  whom  God  teacheth  on  Mount 
Moriah,  is  fure  to  havefome  views  of  what  was 
done  on  Mount  Cdvary.  ^he  mountains  Jball  bring 
peace  to  the  people  and  the  tittle  hills  by  right eoufnefs. 
Plalm  Ixxii,  3.  The  grand  defign  of  divine  teach- 
ing is,  firft,  that  we  may  know  God  in  his. law  to 
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be  an  holy,  juft  God  i  and  fecondly,  that  wc  may 
know  him  reconciled  m  his  Son  s  as  a  God  recon- 
ciled to  iinners.  The  gofpel  reveals  him,  j^mf  this 
is  life  eternal,  to  know  the  only  true  God,  and  yefms 
Cbrift  whom  be  bath  Jent.  Hence  die  goipel  is 
called  the  word  of  reconciliation. 

Abimaaz.    If  this  is  Mount  Moriah,  it  is  die 
very  fpot  where  God  gave  teftimony  to    Abra« 
ham's  faith,  even  from  heaven  i  and  to  be    Aire 
he  mud  afcend  this  mount  with  as  heavy  an  heart 
as  a  mortal  could  carry.     But  God  often  lays  the 
gFcatefl:  burden  on  the  faith  of  his  favourites,  juft 
before  he  intends  a  deliverance.   mAs  ipeakerii  the 
Lord  by  Mofes,  that  he  will  appear  wben  be  Jeetb 
tbat  bis  people's  poxver  is  gone,  tbat  tbere  is  none  fout 
up  or  left.  Deut.  xxxii.  2^^.    And  fuch  confpicuous 
deliverances  have  a  blefled   tendency  to  endear 
God  to  his  people,  and  excite  their  love  and  gra^- 
dtude ;  and  Tdoubt  not  but  this  was  the  cafe  with 
Abraham.     The  thoughts  of  flaying  his  beloved^ 
fon  muft  go  near  his  heart,  and  the  fimple  ex- 
preflions  of  Ifaac,  when  he  faid,  Where  is  tbe  lamb 
for  tbe  burnt  offering,  muft  touch  Abfaham*s  feel- 
ings   very   fenfibly.     But  when  he  received  his 
litde  one  back  to  his  arms^  and  ebtained  an  arti- 
culate teftimony  of  the  love  and  approbation  of 
his  Maker,  it  muft  lift  him  as  high  in  joy  and 
heavenly-mindednefs,  as  the  thoughts  of  flaying 
him  had  funk  him  in  forrow. 

Cufi)i*    I  am  glad  to  find  thee,  my  brother, 
iuch  an  obferver  of  the  gracious  dealing  of  God. 

'if 
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if  believers  were  to  oblerye  the  various  firs^meSp 
^cbaogeSj  and. deliverances  that pafs  on  their (ovh^ 
aod  bring  theni  to  the  word  of  God,  they  would 
be  more  comforubly  eftabliihed  in  the  truth  thu 
they  arc. 

Many  gracious  fouls  arc  ftrift  obfervers .  of 
external  forms^  and  modes  of  worihip^  to  which 
they  are  led  by  the  wifdom  of  men,  and  preju^ 
diced  in  favour  of,  by  the  bigotry  of  men,  inftead 
of  adherbg  to  an  experience  on  their  own  fouls* 
2>/  ^very  man  prqve  bU  own  work,  faith  Paul,  /hm 
fi)all  he  have  rejfucfxig  i$f  bim/e(f,  and  not  in  anoibir  5 
chat  is,  he  fliall  rejoice  in  the  power  of  God,  not 
in  die  wildom  of  men. 

1  believe  Abraham  iiad  the  fweeteft  views  and 
fenf4tions  on  this  mount,  that  ever  he  had  in  all 
his  pUgrjm^ge.  His,  fon  Ifaac  was  a  fweet  type 
pf  Chrift,  the  pro(nifed  feed  in  whom  all  nations 
were  to  be  bleffcd.  The  wood  that  Abraham  laid 
in  fuch  particular  order,  prefigured  the  crofs.  The 
intended  viftim*  laid  on  the  wood,  reprcfented  the 
hlcfled  Jcfus,  the  meek  and  paffive  lamb,  fubmit- 
ting  to  be  nailed  to  the  accurfed  tree,  Abraham's 
knife  ihadowed  forth  xhe  flaming  fword  of  jufticc, 
once  feen  by  our  firft  parents  at  the  eaft  gate  of 
Eden.  By  Abraham's  parental  love  and  affeftion 
for  his  fon,  the  immutable  love  of  God  was  exhi- 
bited, who  fo  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  his 
only-begotten  fon,  John  iii.  i6.  freely  offering  him 
up  for  us  all.  Abraham's  joyful  reception  of  his 
fon  (as  it  were  from  the  dead)  typified  the  cordial 
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reception  of  Chrift  into  the  balbm  of  Gk>d  the 
father.  As  Ifaac  prefigured  Chrift  as  a  lamb, 
and  as  the  promifed  feed  tliat  fhould  come,  fo  the 
ram  prefigured  Chrif):  as  the  everlafting  father  of 
all  his  Iheep. 

The   horns    of  the    ram    reprefented    Chrift's 
kingly  power ;  his  being  hung  by  the  horns  in  the 
thicket  of  bulhes,  (hewed  the  fubmiflion  of  the 
Omnipotent  Saviour  to  the  wicked  hands  of  men, 
who  are  compared  to  briers  and  thorns.     Cant, 
ii.  2.    Thorns  being  badges  of  God's  curfe,  Ihcwed 
his  being  made  a  curie  for  us;  and  that  he  was 
to  be  crowned  with  thorns^  was  typified  by  the 
ram's  being  hung  in  the  thorns  by  his  head. — 
Thus  Abraham's  faith  faw  the  Saviour^  both  in  his 
beloved  fon»  and  in  the  bleeding  and  burning  ram ; 
and  to  this  agrees  the  Lord  himfelf :  Tour  father 
Abraham  rooked  to  fee  my  day  i  and  be  Jaw  //  and 
was  glad.  John  viii.  56. 

Abimaaz.  It  is  a  pretty  light,  my  brother,  that 
you  have  caft  on  that  text ;  and  the  proof  that 
you  brought  from  the  Saviour's  mouth,  is  a  con- 
firmation of  what  you  have  faid.  But  fome  of 
the  learned  tell  us,  that  we  (hould  be  very  careful 
how  we  allegorize  and  fpiritualize  the  fcriptures, 
left  we  get  into  the  regions  of  fancy.  Though  I 
do  believe  there  are  many  in  our  days  who  arc  ftig- 
matized  entliufiafts  and  fanatics,  who  are  bleffed 
with  divine  tuition,  and  wonderfully  fupportcd  by 
the  Holy  Ghoft  s  there  is  no  limiting  God,  nor 
drawing  lines  for  him  to  work  by  i  and  I  believe 
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t|ie  jieart  that  feek  the  keeneft  pierce  from  juftioe^ 
is  the  moft  fenfible^  of  the  balm  of  mercy.  Where 
coiiviftion  draws  die  deepeft  furrow^  the  incor- 
ruptible feed  will  take  jdbe  deepeft  root. 

.  Such  fouls  as  experience  the  greateft  change, 
have  generally  the  brighteft  views  of  divine  reve- 
lation*. The  darkeft  clouds  are  often  fucceeded 
by  the  brighteft  manifeftations«  God  difcoveretb 
de^  things  out  of  darknefs^  and  bringetb  cut  to  light 
the  fijodowi  of  death.  Job  xiL  iZ2.  And  iuch  fouls 
will  ever  be  found  to  be  the  mofl  fpintuaUy  minded, 
and  the  mo&.  heavenly  in  their  converfation. 

Cuflju  I  have  heard  of  men  giving  fuch  cau« 
tions,  and  of  warning  people  againft  allegorizing 
the  word  of  God,  or  giving  it  a  ipiritual  mean- 
ing i  when  I  have  thought  that  too  many  legalize 
the  gofpel,  and  make  it  more  like  a  law  than  a 
covenant  of  grace ;  and  make  the  Saviour  more 
a  law->giver,  than  a  law-fulfiller,  by  talking  more 
of  the  commands  of  Chrifk,  than  of  the  inBnite 
latisfadtion  made  to  law  and  juflice  by  him. 

This  is  a  kind  pf  remedial  law,  as  fome  term 
it  \  fuch  being  ignorant  of  the  killing  power  of 

» 

the  covenant  of  works  i  and  ftrangers  to  the  con- 
ftraiiiing  power  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  have  fet 
up  one  of  their  own,  in  the  very  throne  of  the 
great  Mediator,  as  a  rival  to  him^  who  is  the  end 
of  the  law,  and  the  author  of  faith. 

What  good  can  accrue  to  finners,  from  a  law  of 
human  invention,  fet  up  in  the  place  of  the  Me- 
diator, is  hard  to  tell.     Ifrael  would  have  been 
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eonfuificd  by  tW  firt  of  God's  jeaJoufj?,  m6tt  dia» 
once,  if  Mofes,  the  typical  mediator,  and  Phineas; 
the  typical  high-pricft,  had  not  ftood  in  the  gap,  or 
breach,  that  their  rebelliop  had  made  between 
God  arid  theiti.  Blit  how  a  gofpel  law  of  human 
nianufafbbry  is  to  fill  a  breach  of  infinite  dimeh* 
lions,  and'  bring^  about  afpirituid  union  and  like- 
riefs,  whert  tli^re  is  an  irifiriitii  difproportion,  is' 
a^  myftbry  that  I  defpair  of  ever  finding  out  j  and' 
a  myftery  that-  all  the  divines  in  the  worfd  can* 
never  explain  to  me. 

But  this  condulibn  we  may  warrantably  dtaw, 
that  if  Noah,  Danid,  and  Job,  could  not  ftand 
before  God;  to  make  up  the  breach,  y^c  arc  firfc 
no  contrivance  of  man  can  do  it.  Befides,  this- 
law  of  human  wifdomlays  no  weight  upon  him 
that  is  mighty  to  favp  5  but  the  whole  burden  of 
conditions  is  laid  on  them  that  are  dead  to  God, 
and  without  ftrengthj  and  how  the  dead  in  fln"^ 
are  to  perform  fuch  conditions,  i^  another  riddle* 
which  can  never  be  explained. 

The  fpoufe,  under  the  old  economy,  received 
niany  confolations  from  the  types  and  {hadow3^ 
while  file  eyed  her  beloved  Saviour  as  the  objeft 
of  her  future  hopes ;  fiie  called  the  two  covenants 
her  two  breafts,  and  eyed  the  Mediator  as  the  end 
of  the  law  and  the  author  of  faith,  and  had  light 
enough,  under  that  dark  dilpenfation,  to  fee  that' 
no  day's  man  was  fit  to  make  up  the  breach,  . 
but  him.  Feeling  his  love,  flie  lays,  ji  hunite'  of 
wyrrb  is  my  well-Moved  unta  mei  bejhall  lie  all  night 
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hetwixf  my  hreafis.  Sbtig,  i,  13.  Her  faith  vicwr 
ing  him  as*  the  fulfSkr  6f  the  law,  and  the  glory 
of  the  gofpcl,  Ihe  refb  fatisfied  with  the  fanftuary 
lervicc,  until  the  blcfled  period  fhould  arrive^  when 
her  beloved  Lord  fhould  be  revealed.  Until- the 
diay-bnak^  and'  the Jbadtnvs  flee  away^  I  will  get  me  ta 
the  mwntain  ofmyrrbj  and  to  the  bill  offrankincenfe. 
Songyiv.  6. 

As  for  the  caution  againft  allegorizing  and  fpi« 
ritualizing  the  word  of  God,  I  fee  the  Saviour  and 
his  apoftles  perpetually  at  it. 

Solomon's  preference  given  to  the  lowly  mind, 
in  the  prefcnce  of  the  prince,  Prov.xxv.  7,  is  brought 
in  by  the  Saviour  as  a  check  to  the  pride  of  Pha- 
rifecs,  in  their  choice  of  the  higheft  feats,  and 
is  intended  to  Ihew,  how  he  differs  from  tke  hum- 
bled believer,  who,  like  the  prodigal  Son,  begins 
his  religion  with  a  fenfe  of  the  plague  of  his  own 
heart,  and  a  keen  hunger  for  the  bread  of  Heaven, 
before  he  fits  down  to  feaft  on  the  fatted  cal£ 
Luke  XV. 

Elihu's  comparing  his  heart,  filled  with  dU 
vine  infpiration,  to  a  bottle  that  had  no  vent,  Job 
xxxii.  19,  is  brought  in  by  the  Saviour  to  fhew 
the  neceflky  of  a  new  heart,  and  a  new  fpiritj 
hut  new  wine  muft  be  put  into  new  bottles^  anS  both 
are  preferved.  MattJx.  17. 

Job^s  defcription  of  the  eagle.  Job  xxxix.  30, 
is  introduced  by  the  JLord  to  fhew  the  dcflruc- 
tion  of  Jerufalem  under  the  Roman  eagle ;  but 
much  ndore  to  fhew  the  entertainment  of  hea- 
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venly  minds,  who  by  fzvdxfeedm  bis  ownfi^  and 
Ucod^  as  their  fpiritual  meat  and  drink^  John  vi. 
53  5  and  fwcetly  prefigures  the  certain  protcdHon 
of  the  eledb  beneath  the  fhadow  of  his  wings  in 
the  great  and  terrible  day. 

The  two  mountains  mentioned  by  Mofes,  Gc- 
rizim  and  Ebal^  Dtut.  xxvii.  1 2,  arc;  an  allegory* 
Wtount  Gerizim,  where  the  bleflings  were  to  be 
pronounced,  prefigured  the  church  of  Chrift, 
on  which  the  Spirit  of  God  pronounces  the  be- 
nediftion,  and  was  a  figure  of  mount  Zion  i  for 
there  the  Lord  commanded  the  blejingy  even  life  for 
evermore.  Pfalm  cxxxiii.  3. 

Mount  Ebal,  from  which  the  curfes  were  to  be 
pronounced,  prefigured  mount  Sinai^  where  the 
law  and  its  Qurfe  were  given,  and  is  Hagar  in  the 
allegory,  and  agreeth  with  Jerufalem  that  now  is,  and 
is  in  bondage  with  her  children^  Gal.  iv.  24,  25, 
and  reaches  to  every  work-monger  in  the  whole 
world, — for  as  ^  many  as  are  of  the  ^  works  of  the 
law  are  mider  the  curfe^  Gal.  iii.  10 ;  and  fo  it 
will  appear  in  the  great  day,  when  the  Judge 
will  fay  to  Zion  (on  which  himfelf  was  crowned 
King),  Come^  ye  blejfed  of  my  Father  i — and  to 
Hagar,  and  her  bond  children  (who  rejefted  his 
reign  \  Go  ye  curfed\  thcfe  two  will  appear  to  be 
mount  Gerizim  and  mount  Ebal  with  a  witnefs ; 
and  there  the  bleiTing  and  the  curfe  will  remain 
to  all  eternity. 

Jhimaaz*    The  things  which  you  have  men- 
tioned, my  brother,  are  confiftcnt  with  the  ana- 
logy 
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iHgyiqi  faub^  aiid  yopF  mechud  is  weU  c»lculMcd 
to^  bruig ^ YTOsk of!God dawn  to.  a  h/oly^Hili;^ 
arilgr  ipflh  the .  wealttft  Miever ;  which  ^ni^tiAljr 
i&  ai  method  that  fvciy  m^  qf  G^  ci^ght  t^ 
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a^Q^  or».:aif)F)  a^»  inbre  ^han  jhtwfyg  hi^  Jiuoaao. 
learjoingi  or  knovfledg^  ^f  tJvf  languages  r  % 
l^il^l  ifiys^:  i&tf  fiBiOuid  fim^  J^idk  fio6  w&rds  to  the* 
eJffic^m  of  ti^cbm^by  $btm  Un  thlifimd^ords  im 
mi  -mhmnn  ionffie^..  t  Cor.  xiy«  t^  Fot  as  bfe 
<^fcirves^'^  an  ujamtdligible  tieacher  is  a  barbarian 
tt3t  the  people^  yflndk  made  thc^  apoflfe  detemune  to 
iHtQaeaib  platiuie&  of  ipeecfii;  a  Cor.  Hi;  i.2u  And 
tsk  ht  {mi  1  haw  often  fell:  die  binding  efFe&  o£ 
kgaMving  the  ffi^  xnyfelf^  fince  1  fct'  out  In  the 
pflrths.  of  wifdooi  i  ^d  hare  been  entangled  rmn^ 
than  once'  by  their  legal  thiniftry.  Gal.  v.  iw 

BtJt  9Si  for  youi  my  hfother^,  yoii  have  certainly 
great  nafiueal  parts,  a  wry  iiktong  memory,  ands 
have  been  ver]^  fiqdioii»  in  the  fcripturefs;  thtais 
plain,  fiMi-yau apipear a f eaidy  (eribei  weUinftruded 
iatfaclaffif^. 

Cii/Ui  I  believe  men  of  the  gteatdt  natural  pasts> 
ih.  idl  the  worid^  are  at  this  time  either  deifts  or 
atheiffia.  The  grcateft  fcholars  are  in  the  greateflf 
coiifofioD — the  moft  ftudioma  men  are  the  moll  ig« 
doraat  of  Godr-nand  thofe  of  the  ftrongeft  memory 
ase'  the  nioft  freighted  with  the  rubbilh  of  hea- 
diemfoL  The  greateflr  natural  logiciw  is  the  far- 
thefts  from  .the  baOs^of  found  reafon;  and  he  tha^ 
h  vifeft  in- hi»  own  conceiti  is  the  greateft  enemy 
^  die  wiidom  of  God. 

C  Natural 


Natural  abitities  are  the  gift  of  God;  and  If 
dicy  are. not  influenced  by  the  Hrfy  Gdofti  they 
are  always  turfied  againft  the  giver.  But  the 
l^iricual  man  will  own  with  Paul,  that  if  a  man 
be  wife  in  divine  tnyfteries,  the  word  of  wifdom 
is  given  him.  If  difceming^  it  is  in  divine  light 
that  he  fees  light  Ifftable  in  confidence,  the 
word  of  faith  is  given  him.  If  divinely-  knowing, 
tlie  word  of  knowledge  is  given-  him*  If  ftrbng  in 
memory^  it  is  the  ipirit  that  brings  all  things  to 
his  remembrance,  whatibever  the  Lord  hath  faid 
unto  him.  All  thefe  things  worketh  that  one,  and 
the  felf-fame  fpirit,  dividmg  his  giics  feverally  as 
he  will.  I  Cor.  xif.  ii.  God  will  never  give  d)e 
glory  of  his  grace 'to  men's  brains,  nor  his  praifeto 
graven  images*    Ifa.  xliiL  8. 

jibimaaz*  True,*  my  brothers  ro^ry  good  and 
every  ferfeB  gift  cometb  down  from  the  Father  of 
lights y  with  whom  is  m  variablenefs^  or  'fiadow  of 
turning.  James  i.  17.  And  every,  gracious  man 
will  acknowledge  this  to  the  honour  of  the  great 
benefaftors  for,' as  the-  prophet  fays,'/r/  not  the 
wife  man  glory .  in  bis-  wifdom^  nor  the  mighty  man  in 
bis  might  i  nor  the  rich  man  in  bis  riches.  But  let 
him  that  glorieth^  glory  in  tbis^  that  be  under* 
fUmdeth  and  knoweth  me;  that  I  am  the  Lord; 
which  £xercxfe  lovlng-kindne/s^  judgment j  and  rigbte<^ 
oufnejs  in  the  earthy  for  in  tbeje  4bings  I  delight^  faitb 
dte  Lord.  Jer.  be.  24.  And  bdeed  I  have  always 
found  the  mod  pure  liberty,  the  greateft  love,  and 
toe  greateft  encouragement  to  confidence  in  God, 

miniftcred 
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mmiftered  to  my  fodl  from  fuch  pure  and  evah* 
gelical  converfation  as .  yours.  But  I  would  wilh 
to  be  led  by  the  iroice  of  my  teachers>  and  fo  to 
fteer  between  the  two  extremes.  For  my  part,  I 
am  for  the  middle  way« 

Cufi)U  I  do  not  rightly  underlland  tbee>  my 
brother.  If  by  way^  you  mean  the  way  to  God^ 
the  middle  way  is  one  of  your  own  devifing*-— 
There  are  but  two  ways  to  heaven  that  God  has 
deified  ^  the  one  is  by  perfed,  ipiritual,  and  per- 
petual obedience^  agreeable  to  the  command.-r- 
Hi  that  doth  tbefe  things,  even  heJhaU  live  in  them. 
If  thou  wHt  enter  into  ttfe,  keep  the  commandments^ 
The  other  way  is,  by  faith  in  Chrift^  whieh  Paul 
calls  the  new  and  living  way  whith  God  the  Saviour 
hath  confecrated  through  the  veili  that  is  to  fay,  his 
Jtefb.    Heb.  x;  20. 

Thefe  are  the  only  two  ^ays  that  lead  to  life, 
that  are  opened  in  the  fcripturesj  therefore,  he 
that  deviies  a  middle  way^  is  in  reality  a  delpifer 
of  both.  If  a  man  will  enter  into  life  by  works, 
his  righteoufneis  muft  be  a  perfe&  conformity  to 
the  law.  This  muft  be  his  legal  righteoufnefs ; 
and  if  perfeft,  it  gives  him  a  legal  right.  The 
gofpel  righteoufnefs  is  one  ready  wrought  out  by 
the  furety,  and  received  by  faith^  both  which  muft 
be  brought  from  the  law. 

The  phafifee^  he  fticks  to  the  old  covenant, 
and  trufts  in  his  own  merit,  being  too  proud  to 
beg.    The^  ^mfiblc  finner,  he  is  humbled  to  rc- 
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ceive  the  wedding  garmentj  as  die  gift  of  GodL 
The  way  to  God^  by.  faith  in  Chrift>  Paui  caUs  the 
new  and  thing  ma^  to  Ihew  ^t  the  otiier  is  tK^th 
dead  and  old ;  and  indeed,  it  is  a  way  that  noner 
but  the  Saviour  erer  went  to  God  in^ 

The  flammg  fwot d  haa  cur  off  all  that  ever 
attempted  to  touch  the  xx»  of  life  Jn  that  way« — r 
j^  the  iieds  tf  the  law  fiiall  n^fy/h  living  kt  jufti-- 
fitd.  Therefore  the  middle  way  tha(.  my  br^tbeo* 
Ipeaks  of,  is  a  way  that  was  oeycr  caA  up  by  anjir 
of  the  fervaots  of  God*.  The  kw  &y9  tfk  all  thcu^ 
are  under  the  law,  there  is.  nooc  Dg^eouSi  no  not 
one.  God  wtU*never  aicet  any  finoer  (aa^^  a  cocon* 
died  God)  in  thatMo^r:  Hi  nuctfth  none  hf-  tbffe 
tinU  rejoice^  and  vferk  ri^eea^efsy  md  tkeft  that 
rememier  him  in  bis  tturjf^   Ifiuah  bsiv^  5. 

Never  attempt  an  entrance  whete  God  has^ 
never  opened  a  door}  the  end  of  fuch,  according 
tx}  Peter^.  wiQ}  be  worie  dia^  their  begiiifung^i  for^, 
as  he  lays,  it  had.  been  better  for  ,thrm  n&t  to 
have  known  the  right  warjr  ztx  all.  The  Father 
dwelleth  in  me,  and  I  in  htm,  f^ys.  Chriftr  $  gnd* 
Chrift  crucified  is  Ao  only  way  tp  the  Father.  J 
am  the  way>  the  truth,  and  the  tiie  $  nom&fi.  com^th 
to  the  Father,  but  by  me*  > 

The  prophets  and  apofljes''  UWred  h«Bd  to^ 
clear  and  call  up  this  highways  and  thofe  that 
God  guides  into  it,  arc  to  ikfy  Caji  ye  up,  e^  ye 
up^  prepare  the  w#y,  take,  up  thefiumhling  Uieeks  cut, 

.eftbe  way  o/fKff  people.  Ifaiah  Mi.  14.  Ixii.  10. 
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As  thoo  haft  nsotivcd  Ckrift  Jefus  the  Loixl, 
fo  walk  ye  m  hmy  and  never  aim  at  a  tniddfe 
path.  God  don^aBB  of  this,  and  fiys»  My  people 
have  forgeUen  me';  ibey  iave  bitrned inctnje  to  v^^ 
mty ;  mid  tb)By  have  cattfed  ibem  ,io  ftmnik  in  ibeir 
wys  /rem  tki  ancient  patbsj  to  walk  ib  ^ttihs  in  4 
tvay  not  cqfi  up.  Jjcr.  xviiL  15. 

AbiMaasc  You  feem  to  be  quite  an  original  1 
that  \%^  yM  we  ^t  the  pure  old  3Kpoftoik  religion, 
and  for  a  perfevwance  in  Spiritual  Miorfli^  in  ths 
naked  fimpliciqr  and  trmh  of  die  gofpeU  whidi  is 
aertaiflljr  rigtH:>  and  I  bcKeve  that  the  main  currenc 
of  fcripiure  runs  in  your  channel.— Thofe  who 
watch  the  ^irit^s  teaehing,  and  ci^Mp2ttt  it  with 
Jibe  word  of  6bd»  and  who  find  the  approbation  <d 
God  widn  thetn,  and  }Sttt  teftimony  of  a  good  goa«* 
ftieflce,  certainly  walk  tiie  &ftft»  and  wiii  ^nd  the 
flioft  fenfibte  fupport  from  the  Althighty  in  a 
irying  hour* 

Your  Hconmtrfacion  is  yery  fpirieu^,  and  veiry 
jcnttitaining  t^  tatp  It  brings  a  deal  of  my  paft 
experience  frelh  to  my  mind ;  and>  for  my  part^ 
I  know  not  wbea  I  haine  met  with  fo  agreeable  a 
companion^  nor  when  I  have  fpail  iixxMnfortaUe 
an  hour. 

Qtfiii,  It  is  to  be  lameflt^d  that  tliere  appeara 
fo  little  fpiiitual  oonvierfation  among  profefTn^ 
pec^le.  Heavenly  converfatiott,  toheerfolly  deli<» 
vered,  kc^s  the  word  of  God  alive  in  ont's 
he^t.    It  caufes  it  to  dwell  richly  there,  in  all 
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uttera&cct  in  all  kconi^lcdge,  ud  ipiritual  under- 
ftanding.  It  ftirs  up  the  gift .  of  God  that  is  in 
a  mans  ^  the  more,  fuch  an  one  fcattereth  the 
truthj  the  more  he  increafeth  his  ftock.  Frov. 
3d.  a4.  So  that  the  Ipeaker  is  edified^  as  well  as 
the  hearer ;  forj  as  Solomon  fays,  be  that  waieretb, 
Jball  be  watered  alfo  bmjelf.   Prov.  xi.  25. 

Jbimaaz*  True,  my  brodier  \  but  all  the  chil- 
dren of  God  have  not  that  experience  and  judg* 
ment  that  you  feem  to  be  favoured  with.  There 
are  many  hoping  (buls  that  cannot  find  wonds  to 
exprefs  a  neafon  of  their  hope.  They  are  bafhfuU 
dmorouS)  and  perplexed  with  many  doubts  and 
fears ;  and  they  are  fearful  of  ipeaking  wrong,  or 
laying  a  prefumptuous  claim  to  that  which  they 
have  no  right  to,  as  the  tempter  often  fuggefts. 

Befides,  there  are  many  profeffors  who  have 
more  head-knowledge  than  heart-felt  experience, 
and  thefe  often  criticiie  and  contradift  the  fimple 
lifpings  of  a  babe  in  grace  ^  and  when  they  have 
been  ferved  fo  a  few  times,  they  are  like  parrots, 
you  cannot  make  them  talk  again. 

Cujbu  That  is  what  I  never  Hked.  I  have  often 
heard,  ftrange  muddy  language  from  a  young  Chrif- 
tian;  but  I  never  chofe  to  ftop  his  mouth  if  I 
found  but  the  leaft  favour  ^with  it ;  for  although 
die  great  /is  brought  in  at  every  fentence,  as  die 
chief  agent,  yet  after  they  have  had  a  few  falls, 
I  have  obferved  that  the  great  pronoun  has  l^een 
left  quite  out  of  the  queftion,  except  it  has  ap<» 
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peared  in  its  proper  place>  in  declaring  whaC  eiril 
diey  have  done»  or  what  free  grace  has  done  fdr 
them.  In;  this  God  fulfils  his  promife,  iy  fuming 
io  the  people  a  pure  language.  Zeph.  ill.  9.  Poor 
Peter  loft  the  great  7  in  Satan*s.  fieve^  and  ib  do 
others ;  but  as  for  critieifing  their  words,  and 
contradifting  of  them,  it  -b  verjr  wrong.  *  When 
w^k  believers  have  been  ferved  fe»  they  will  aA 
with  their  tongue  as  a  ydung  chSd  does  with  its 
feet;  after  they  have  deceived  it  once  or  hrioe,  k 
will  hang  about  the  mother,  and  you  cannot  make 
it  venture  upon  them  again. 

For  my  part,  I  am  very  fond  of  having  a  weak 
believer  in  company.  He,  and  the  pcK>r  ienfibk 
(inner,  the.  diligent  (eeker,  and  the  eariieft  in- 
quirer, are  the  people  that  the  oM  Chriftian  finds 
die  greateft  liberty  with,  as  may  be  Icen  in  Esbc^ 
kiel's  miniftry.  He  ftands  dumb^  before  a  carnal 
muldtude  of  lifelefs  profeflbrs,  without  a  word 
to  fay.  /  will  make  thy  tongue  cleave  to  the  roof  of 
tby  mouthy  that  thou  Jbalt  be  dumb^  and  fi>alt  not  he 
to  them  a  reprover,    Ezek.  iiu  a6. 

But  to  the  young  believer,  who  had  fled  to  the 
God  of  Ifrael  for  refuge,  his  tongue  was  loofed» 
In  that  day  jhall  thy  mouth  he  opened  to  him  which  is 
ejcaped^  and  thou  Jbalt  Jpeak  and  be  no  more  dumK^ 
Ezek.  xxiv.  27. 

Our  great  apoftle  boafted  of  this.  Oye  Corin^^ 
thianSf  our  mouth  it  opened  unto  you^^our  heart  is 
enlarged.   2  Con  vi.  1 1.    But  in  Rome  he  found 
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.hjs  ipidt  ch^ined^  and  his  tongiic  fettered  4  ^s^ 
tbepefbce  he  ia^iats  sda  mgreO^  in  the  i^pl^efiafii* 

-jSff^  be  tfiigbt  (^^^is  i»0U$b  bolijg  toMokcJcnpwn  tbf 
^fip]i  i^  tb^i^ffiltforvtAieb  h^  mas  m  nmba^Mdv 
Hftf^ondf^  ibaiitbirein he  might  ffMk  boldly  ^s  bf  ^tg^ 
^rjijwtt*,   Eph*  vi.  19,  ao,     .  -    -. 

J(birnaaz%  ,  It . i^ -trpq^  my  brother;  we  gecMe- 
»\\g  find  youQg  hdkfrers  the  moll  thn%  M&eir 
iSiiyiao  ^nowledgQ;  mi  the  ipoft  atcemiirc  to^ 
'li^^.  of  wij[do0i ;  «iid^  as  the  prc^het  faye^  the 
pricfts*  lips  fhould  preferve  knowledge,  .chat  inr 
jjltiri?^/oulf  iM4}f  /(fek  the  Uft;  0  }>is  m^utk  •  N^fichi 
5L7. — Yet  yoM  know '  they  .«rre  not  capa^ble  df 
Jwlding  qp  an  lurgumient,  or  carrying  on  ^iri- 
tinil  oohvcrfkibbi  whigh  is  (he  ^mt  that  you  are 
jsifflting  ttpoa. 

'  C^/b§.  J:w{)i^d  faoner  be  10  cpmpany  with  a 
yHfi^  wi\0  toifp  cbildi  than  with  i^n  old  andfoof^ 
king^  who  wUjnomBre  be  admonybed.  Eccl.  >v.  i^« 
<)ur  Saviour's  company  conMed  altogether  of  fuch 
weaklings  \  and  one  half  of  the  parables  left  npon 
ittQtdi  w«re  df  awm  from  the  nwpth  of  the  Saviour 
jby  fiiY)p!e  in^iiiky.  By  their  adcing  him  queftions^ 
^cy  drew  ifaoHrwUbjiCf  okl  of  that  welhfjalvaiion.. 

And  I  wi(h  there  was  a  little  more  of  this  in 
pra&ice  in^our  days.  Many  young  Chriftians  would 
^e  ufe&l  to  old  ones,  by  ftirring  up  the  well-ipring 
pf  life  in  them  i  and  wpuld,  at  the  fame  timc^  find 
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AdvBGc^ror  iflftriicunu^  •  whick  thmuci^vt 
ihxm.  Tbe  ^ftahiilbfiA  Chriftmn.  ^ut! Jia 
iato  the  Saviour^  ^'''^  ^^  ^  dnHhe  i^tir 
liiin,  'Hvdudi  as  loftcn  lew  fep^vamof  tinvfy'lud^es  to 
'dniir  itL  6ut^  l%c  iioid  has^  ftomuM,  ibat'whh' 
Jwver  amefb  knto  lumj  and.  drmks,  ^s  ibt  ^fJun 
hattJaMj  dut  xf  his  Mfy  fiali  Jhtv  rh^rs  rfHoiH^ 
pMer^  if  tbe  %Depk  beHeuer  mould  ^rw,  ht  4^ 
draw.  Johnwi.  J7,j8; 

Afidion  tht  odier  iamd,  4m  ciprriaiced  1^ 
}>7  being  in  campuxf  ^tmh  yoOng  Isdicvers,  ani 
obfcndt^  their  <futftions  itnd  aiifwers,  gets  a  mom 
&tsa&^orf  itaibii  of  the  ju^  that  is  m  tbem^  ikM 
he  can  get  at  a&  ^>poiMdd  chufch  meettqg,  £ir 
which  they  have  prepared  themfeives  by  prenoedi* 
tsdon^  and  arc  often  abaflied  and  confounded  by 
an.mjdknce» 

jttnmaaz.  It  is  a  .great -4>leffing  to  a  youag 
Cfanftian  to  have  sm  experienced  paftor  co  attend 
on,  in  his  doidftful  ftate ;  for  the  improffions  of 
God's  laws  on  a  £naer'6  heart,  are  as-diffioDlt  to 
read,  as  «he  hand-wking  on  the  wsdlxjf  Sel/hazw 
sar'spdaoe.  T4ie4ung  ^irmlfkdwbi»  ibe  Jifia;  4to 
fingers  that  wrote.  Dan,  v«  5^  And  we  tremble  im 
lei&  when  we  feel  &it  band-^riling  4i4S  is  ogMnfi 
us.  Col.  ii.  '14*  And  ht  i^at  becomes  an^xrr^rw 
p'eser^  as  Eiibu  was  /d  Job^  imift  have  the  ipric^ff 
God  hi  him ;  for  it  is  tbe  infpiraticn  of  Jibe  ^Ao^^btf 
tb^t  muft  give  bim  Mfiderfianding.   JobxKxii«8» 

The 


(    a6    ) 

The  queen  of  Babylon  faw  the  need  of  diis» 
when  Ihe  perceived  the  empdnefi  and  ignorance 
of  the  aftrologers  and  Chaldeans.     Tber€  is  a  man^ 
iaid  flie^  in '  tby  kingdom^  in  wbmn  is  ihejpirii  of  the 
bofy  gods  [implying  that  the  fpirk  of  unholy  devila 
was  in  the  others] ;;  and  in  the  days  of  tby  father 
iigbt  and  ^nderftandkig  and  wifdom^  Uke  the  wifiiom 
of  the  gods,  was  found  in  him ;  whom  thehmg  JVir* 
iucbadnezzar  thy  father;  thekihgi  If^y  thy  father^ 
made  mafier  of  the  magicians ,  aftrologers^  cbatdeans^ 
and foothfajers  \for  us  much  as  an  tnceUtnt  fpirit^  and 
knowledge,  and  underftanding,  inSerpreting  of  dreams, 
andjhewing  ofhardfentences,  anddeffohing  of  doubts^ 
were  found  in  the  fame  Daniel,  whom  the  king  named 
Beltefiazzar :  now  let  Daniel  be  called,  and .  he  will 
Jbew  the  interpretation.  -  Dan.  v.  Xi>  la. 

Thb  woman  has  drawn  a  moft  excellent  per* 
trait  of  a  minifter  of  the  fpirit;  and  as  Ihe  found 
the  need  of  fuch  a  fpirit  in  h^  huA>and's  confii^ 
fion,  fo  many  fbolifh  virg^,  who  now  call  infpi- 
ration  entfaufiafm^  will,  in  the  great  and  terrible 
day  of  the  Lord^  call  for  the  fame  infpiration  i  give 
us  of  jour  oil  for  our  lamps  are  gone  out  Solomon, 
calls  the  divine  impreOions  of  God's  laws,  made  by 
the  ipirk  <^  God,  deep  waters*. 

Cujki.  Yea,  and  when  tbefe  deep  waters  are 
ftirred'by  a.fpiritual  tonverfation,  they  will  Ipring 
up,  and  influence  both  the  aSeftions  and  the 
tongue  of  the  (peaker  as  they  rife.  Counfel  in  the 
heart  of  man  is  like  deep  water;  but  a  man  ofundejr- 

ftandirtg 
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JimuSMf  wilt  draw  it  wt.  frov.  xsu^i-^And  a$ 
thde  waters  are  drawn  forth,  (b  they  refrefli^ 
flvengthen,  purify,  and  comfort  others. that  hear 
the  cODverfittioni  as  fpeaioech  xhe  wife  man:  Tim. 
ftfmrdrjp/a  maifs  'wmthjurt  atMep  wafers  ;  tnd:At 
wtlUffring  rf  wifdom  as  a  'fbwing  trdoi.  Frov; 
Xfiii.  4.— An  e3q)crimental  believer  has  alwajrs  iboie* 
thing  to  lay,  when  yoiing  Chrifiians  aflc  hitn  queP 
tioos  I  for  ^t.beart  jcfi  tbs  wife  teacbeib  Iris.mmK 
amd  addetb  Isamigg,  H  his  lips.   Prov.  xrL  2^< 

jAmaaz.  Indeed,  my  brather,  I  feel  tbd  bbfixi 

effeAs  of  what  you  aflert  on  my  own  Ipirit^  for  I 

find  my  underftanding  much  enUghtened  imoi  the 

word  of  God^  my  heart  is  cnlaiged,  my  aSe&iQaaS 

are  warmed,  my/bowels  are  refrefhed,  and  my.j<ldg^ 

ment  much  eftablifhed.    For  my  part,  I  nevcc' 

met  with  t^i  precious  a  companion  before.    Such 

converfation  leaves  no  guilt  on  the  confdencc ;  it 

does  not  fend  one  home  with  a  (ecret  ftit^,  as  has 

too  often  been  the  cafe  with  me,  when  I  have  lef^ 

a  company  that,  had  nothing  to  difcourie.  about 

but  worldly  matters,     I  have  felt  the  wretched 

cffeAs  of  it  afterwards  in  my  clofet,  when  I  have 

come  to  face  God  in  prayer;  while  on  the  other 

band,  divine  converie  fumifhes  the  mind  with  a 

fuitable  frame  for  prayer  and  praife  i  and  I  think 

this  is  Solomon's  meaning,  when  he  fays,  A  man 

Jball  hefatisfied  with  good  by  the  fruit  of  bis  mouth* 

Prov.  xii.  i4«    But  what  would  fome  think  of  this 

conyerfation  of  ours.    I  believe  it  would  appear 

mere 
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mett  pottktkk  to  ismay  of  our  kamcd  mafbu^  ^ 

.  .<4v^i.    A3  for  maflber  of  aits^  it  agpcac^  to  mf: 
an  Arrogant  titk.    PmfeflEbr  of  aits  wniUl  ibundr 
mudh  better^  for  there  ts*  a  xxxy&tif  m  cverjr  ^at 
tihot  lias  {msAled  the  beft  of  ibttn,  aikid  cirer  WilL 
ICifMrir  Ml»  GcdanM  bis  m&^from  tbi ifgipmng^ 
He  it  The  gland  mafler  lof  all;  and  m  the  ftrifbfb 
ienfe  there  u  no  other ;  bec^e  there  are  to  tausf 
myfteries  in  every  art  that  they  ant  not  mafttts  cC 
Hetioc  t  have  often  thought  that-A.  M«  and  M.  A. 
have  ftbod  for  two  htu    The  beft  art  is  divinity ; 
and  I  betieve  this  is  one  of  the  lafl:  that  many  young 
ftttdents  are  put  to  the  fludy  of,  .  They  muft  be 
filled  wich  heatfaenifin  firft;  and  if  Qod  calJs  them 
by  grade,  their  heathen  ftock  &rves  for  fmly  inc» 
wfaidi  the  devil  ofben  throws  bis  daits»  by  tempdng 
them  to  atheiiin  and  ddfm.     The  man  that  knows 
God,  and  himfelf,  is  the  happicft,  thewifoft,  the 
moft  uleful,  and  always  will  appear  the  brighseft 
chara£ter  in  the  world :  for  it  is  faid  that  the  king 
of  Babylon  conununed  with  fuch,  and  anH>ng  tbem 
all  was  fmnd  tumt  like  Da^iUl,  Hammiab,  Mifimelj 
and  Azariabi  tbirrfore  ft^cd  tbey  before  tbi  kingr 
mid  m  all  matters  of  wifdom  arid  mderftanding  tbai 
tbe  king  inquired  of  tbem^  he  found  tbem  ten  times 
Utter  than  all  tbe  magicians  and  ajlrdogers  that  were 
in  all  bis  realm.   Dan.  i.  1 9,  20. 

The  beft  botanift  in  the  world  is   that  man 
that  can  give  the  moft  faving  defcription  of  the 

tree 
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tiwof  Ufe,  ^  l}lelFed  pla»t  of  ivoo^ro.  E»du 
xxxiv.  99.  '  Job  telU  you  t^ft  root  of  it  ws»- 
fouod  ia  hwu  Job  :qx.  28.    Paul  %s,  the  ^d 
Geatilea  wece  grafted  iaio  li^  and  parcook  of  its 
fetaefiji  Rpni,  i|i.  19.    John  ftys,  /A/  ^«v«  e^  U 

xxii  ,2.  with  Ifaiah  Hti.  5.  Bzekkl  telk  m^  the 
fruit  ibfTCofJb^iU  be  for  nuat^  and.  tht  le^  tbirnf 
for  futdictm.  Ezck.  xlviL  12;,  and  the  fpopfe  t^Us 
u&  io  branches  are  for  a  ibadow.  Soqg»  ii,  3. 
Th«  Lord  favour  you  and  me  with  an  hcart-fek 
union  with,  Ais  tree,  then  Ihall  our  leaf  never 
vither^  nor  (hall  we  ceafe  from  yielding  fruit: 
Be  tb0t  abidetb  in  me  and  I  in  him^  the  famf 
bringeA  forth  much  fruity— for  without  me  ye  com. 

do  nothing.. 

Indeed  the  Chriftian  has  fomething  to  do  widi 
varioua  arts^  He  is  an  aftronomer  when  he  haa 
found  out  the  bright  and  morning  ftar.  Rev.  xxii. 
16,  s^)d  fenfibly  felt  it  rife  in  his  heart,  a  Peter 
i.  19,  This  bleffcd  light  is  fucceeded  by  the  heat 
of  the  Sun  of  Ri^teoufnefs  Ihining  on  the  foiil 
with  healing  in  bis  beams.  Mai.  iv.  2.  The  beft 
ftar  that  ever  the  eaftern  fages  found,  was  that 
which  led  Aem  to  Bethlehem,  where  the  ftar  of 
Jacob  lay.  Numb.  xxiv.  17.  We  may  fay  the 
lame  of  all  other  arts.  God  make  us  fuch  navi- 
gators as  fhall  gain  the  haven  of  evcrlafting  reft ; 
and  fuch  geographers,  as.  Ihall  find  out  the  new. 
heaven  and  tbe  new  earthy  wherein  dweUetb  righte--^ 

oufnefs. 
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mifMfs.     Blefled  be    that   pinlolbphtr   that   has 
found  the' pearl   of  great  price  i  and  fbr   evc*^ 
Ueiled  be  that  anatoniift  that  has  crticified  and 
cfiffeded    rile  old  man  with  his  afiefUons   and 
lulls.     And  is  fiot  that  man  -  the  beft  prognofti- 
catorj  that,  from  the  te(Um6h]r  of  a  good  con* 
ftience,  can  fay  with  thePfahnift — he  Jhall  guide 
mi  with  }fis  counfel^  mi  receive  me  into  fhry ;  if  fo, 
then  I  take  it  for  granted  that  he  alfo  will  be 
found  to  \k  the  beft  builder  at  laft,  who  has  beard 
the  go/pel  and  obeyed  ii ;  and^  tike  a  wife  mafier^ 
iuilder,  has  dug  deep  and  founded  his  faith  and  hope 
on  the  rock  of  Ifraeli  when  the  rtiins  dejcend^  and  the 
winds  blow^  and  the  floods  come  and  heat  violently 
upon  that  boufcy  it  could  not  be  moved^  becaufe  it  was 
founded  upon  a  rock.   Luke  vi.  48.     All  arts  and 
fcienccs  befides  thcfe,  will  be  of  little  ufe  in  the 
day  of  judgment;  and  as  they  have  a  tendency 
to  lift  gracelefs  men  tip  with  pride,  and  t6  fet 
them  above  the  pure  arid  fimplc  word  of  God» 
they  are  not  worthy  of  the  name  of  wiidom^  aS 
Ipeaketh  the  prophet :  The  wife  men  are  afhamed^ 
they  are  difmayed  and  taken :  lo,  they  have  rejeSed 
the  word  of  the  Lord^  and  what  wifdom.  is  there 
in  them?  Jer.  viii.  9.' 

God,  as  the  God  of  nature,  hath  giiren  many 
excellent  gifts  and  parts  to  men,  though  &Uen. 
Beauty,  wit,  fkill,  and  wonderful  iifgenulty,  as  may 
be  Iceh  in  the  writings  of  atheifts,  deifts,  and  other 
heathens  i  bur/without  phcvehting-grace  be  given, 

they 
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they  ait.fure  to  be  txercifed  to  the  dUhonour  of 
the  bountiiul  GtVcr>  The  greateft  part  of  our  uoi- 
verfity  education  cdnfifta  in  pluockring  the  natural 
abilities  of  h^athens^.  I  have.ob&rfred  men^ofac* 
qmred  leamiag,  who  have  diicoinlcid  with  the  tub* 
limity  of  a  Homer^.  yet  at  the  fame  time  ieemcd 
asdeftituK  of  siatQial  and  ipiritiial  abilities  as  Peter 
the  wild  boy,  who  was  found  in  the  woods  of 
Hanover.  Such  only  ihine  in  the  natural  alnUties 
of  others;  and  their  borrowed  Unguage,  fix>m  the 
native  idiot,  is  as  diftinguifliable  as  the  parrot^s 
note  from  the  perfon's  voice  which  it  mimics  s 
for,  as  the  wife  man  faidi»  excellent  Jfeeeb  ieemetb 
mi  a  foel  Prov.  xviL  7  • '"  ^ 

Abimaaz.  To  be  lure  there  are  no  acquire- 
ments Ukc  the  pure  gifts  which  flow  from  God, 
who  is  the  giver  of  every  good  and  of  every  petfeft 
gift  I  and  when  God  g^ves  gn^ce  to  fandlify  a  na^ 
tural  gift,  then  it  is  of  great  ufe  i^a  maiCs  gift 
maketb  room  fofr  him\  and  bringetb  bim  before  great 
men.  Prov.  xviii.  i6.  And  certainly  it  is  a  great 
bleffing  to  the  church  of  God,  while  Chrift,  the 
ilone  of  help,  is  the  fubftance  of  the  gift,  and  ufed  in 
die  aw^ening  of  finners,  and  eftabliihing  of  iaints : 
a  gift  is  as  a  precious  fiome  in  tbe  eyes  of  bim  tbat 
batb  Hi  wbitberfoifer  it  tumeib  it  frojperefb.  Provi 
xvii.  8.  And  for  my  part  I  have  read  many  vo* 
himes  of  learned  and  gracious  men's  nervous  rea« 
fonings  againft  error,  and  erroneous  men ;  ftich  as 
volumes  of  fermons  to  prove  the  being  of  a  God, 
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the  authentick^  of  the  fcriptttres^  ^e  reafoAabkiiefa^ 
c^tbcrChrifBairreligtoi^  See  whkh'P  cotiUiunnnr'" 
get  either  eft»bliflinieht  or  comferc  from.   ^ 

Cttfiku    Tkc  vohiine&  of  fermoiM,  and  oi&si^ 
tttajdfesy  that   haarr  Isceo  written  .19   pfoire   thcr 
being  of  a  God^  ham  broiighr  many  td  doubti 
of  fuch  a  being,  where  no  .dodbtrrerer  nafit:befi>iv^ 
about  it.    And  u  Bm  proving -fthe  audientioity  'of 
icriptuoe  by  fcholaftic  Feafqni^g,  it  i%  like.  }ighting^ 
of  a  taper  to  find  ouc  (be  fiin  wben.heJEbints  in  ht». 
meridian.    All  fTfieoos  oCerror  that  have  eirer  been, 
publifhed  are  liJbe  Abab*a  harnfi^—  tfaens.  are  aJn* 
wa^  joints,  enough  left  ppen  for  die  arrow  of  vett* 
geance  ^  the  word  of  God  is.  ASimmt  to  raarr 
every  falfe  fyftem  hotwiever  compiled,  and  that.God 
will  let  them  know  when  he  fwee|is  away  tfacr 
refuges  of  lies.  .  , 

The  natural  propenfity  of  a  mai»  to>  fur  ag^mfb 
the  light  of  nature^-— the  guilt  tha^  he  is  perpe*. 
tually  ftong  with,r«*the  fear  of  death  and  judgmeot 
that  he  is  always  ia  bondA^  tOi-^Ute^  checks  th«e* 
he  feds  before  the  conomtfiiQn  of  fin^-^theviolen^cti 
that  be  is  obliged'  to  offer  to  bis  confcience  a&er^ 
wards,-— the  reAedlions  that  he  ofijen  makes^ — and 
the  ju(^;ments  that  appear  abroad  in  the^  earthy. &Ca 
&c.  are  quite  fufficient>  no&  only  to  pro¥e  the  ex« 
iftence  of  God>  but.  the  cognisance  that  he  diAyt 
takes  both  of  d>em  and  their  actions*     Artd  this  ia 
fufficient  alio  to  prove  the  amhenttcity  of  hts;  word  i 
fbr  there  is  not  a  Gomiption  that  ftirs  in  man^s  heact, 

—not 
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^-not  a  lafcivious  diought  that  roves  on  his  mui4; 
— ^not  a  crime  that  he  commits, — not  a  cogitation 
that  he  feels, — nor  a  judgment  that  he  fears,  bat 
what  are  difcovcred  by  a  divine  ray  in  the  fccret 
bradesj  and  flaih  many  awful  convidions  on  the 
conlciencc  of  every  tranfgreflbr.  This  ihews  the 
law  written  in  their  heart ;  and  if  an  appeal  to  Godj 
.  to  fcripturcj  to  confcience,  to  creation,  and  to  the 
Accomplifhment  of  the  prophecies,  are  not  fufficient 
to  convince  them,  fcholaftic  reafoning  will  hardly  do 
it.  The  man  that  will  daringly  deny  the  hourly 
ycrdifl:  of  his  thoughts,  and  the  perpetual  decifion 
of  his  own  confcience,  is  more  hardened  than  the 
devil  himfelf ;  for  Satan  never  denied  the  conviftioix 
^t  he  felt,  nor  the  vengeance  he  feared,  in  all 
the  outcry  that  he  made  in  the  days  of  our  Lord's 
miniftry.  There  is  not  an  erroneous  man  in  all  the 
ipv^orld  but  what  fulfils  fome  part  or  other  of  the 
fcriptures.  God  has  promifed  to  Jend  ftrong  delti-^ 
JioHS  that  men  may  believe  a  lie^  and  be  damned 
for  rejedling  the  truth,  and  taking  picafure  in  un- 
righteoufnefs  i  therefore  I  think  fuch  defperate  iin<* 
ners  are  not  worth  the  notice  of  a  divine ;  they  are 
Jubvertedy  and  fin^  being  condemned  of  their  own  con^ 
[ciencey  Tit.  iii.  1 1 ;  and  to  reprove  JucbJcornerSy  is 
to  get  one's  f elf  a  blot.   Prov.  ix.  7. 

The  Almighty,  as  the  God  of  falvation,  can 
never  be  difcovercd  in  his  gracious  purpofes  but  in 
bis  own  rays  5  as  faith  our  blcffcd  apoftle.  For  God^ 
^bo  fmmandfd  tbi  light  to  Jbine  out  of  darknejsy 

D  ^  hath 
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hath  Jhingd  into  our  hearts y  to  give  the  light  of  thit 
knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God  in  the  face  ofJe/M 
Chrift.  2  Cor.  iv.  6. 

Ahimaaz.  My  dear  brother,  L  never  felt  my 
foul  fo  fweetly  entertained  and  eftablilhed  in  my 
life,  a^  I  have  by  your  converlation.  1  have  oftenr 
wifhed  to  know  the  mind  and  will  of  God  in  many 
of  thefe  particulars  which  you  have  mentioned  j ' 
you  are  as  Elihu  was  to  Job,  according  to  my  wijh 
in  Go^sfiead^  Job  xxxiii.  6  i  for  I  am  like  the  two 
dilconfolate  difciples  when  the  Saviour  overtook 
them,  and  opened  up,  explained,  and  applied  the 
Scriptures,  till  their  hearts  burned  within  them# 
And  indeed  if  you  had  not  fpoken  againft  the  fiif^ 
ficiency  of  human  learning,  I  fliould  have  thouglie 
you  a  profeflbr  of  the  languages,  a  doflror  of  di- 
vinity, a  matter  of  arts,  a  critical  reviewer,  all 
antiquarian,  and  a  fellow  of  the  royal  fociety. 

Cufii.  You  may  take  me  juft  as  you  pleafe. 
1  profefs  fomeching  of  the  language  of  Canaan  $ 
and  I  think  he  is  the  beft  doftor  that  is  the  moft 
ufeful  to  fouls  J  a  found  divine  is  a  profeflbr  of 
the  beft  art;  the  man  that  knows  truth  from 
error  is  a  valuable  critic;  he  that  has  made  hi*. 
calling  and  eledion  fure,  is  a  good  antiquarian^ 
and  he  that  is  found  in  faith,  is  a  fellow  of  that 
fociety  that  is  divinely  and  eternally  royal,  i  Peter 
ii.  9.   Rev.  V.  10.  ^ 

Ahimaaz.    I  perceive  thou  art  a  man  of  humour, 
as  well  as  a  man  of  grace,  and  certainly  have  a 

competent 
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£oihpeteftt  meafure  of  natural  abilities,  as  well  ta 
a  profound  experience ;  this  I  think  appears  plain 
to  any  obferver ;  and  as  God  has  been  pleafed  to 
iend  both  into  a  minifterial  channel^  I  believe  diey 
l^ill  appear  much  to  his  own  honour^  the  good  of 
his  people,  and  to  the  confufion  of  the  enemies  of 
his  caufe. 

•  CuJhL  What  I  am,  I  anl  by  creation  and  grAce  j 
you  may  difcover  me  better  than  I  can  difcover 
myfelf.  But  be  aflured  of  this,  that  there  never 
were  five  pounds  laid  out  upon  me  for  human 
]x>Iilhing  fince  I  have  been  in  the  worlds  nor  h, 
my  deficiency  in  human  learning  any  impecU* 
ment  in  the  way  of  ufefulnefs.  If  God  the  Holy 
Ghoft  prepares  a  man's  heart,  and  takes  pofleC- 
fion  of  it,  he  will  create  the  fruit  of  the  lip  alfo, 
and  give  diat  man  a  moutb  and  wifdcm  that  all 
bis  adverfaries  Jball  never  be  able  to  gain/ay  or 
refift.  And  for  my  part  I  have  often  thought 
jthat  human  learning  has  robbed  Qod  of  one  half 
of  the  glory  that  is  due  to  him.  I  have  read 
Cave's  Lives  of  the  Fathers  till  my  heart  has 
heaved  at  the  work  tp  fee  how  the  creature 
has  been  exalted.  The  leading  account  of  every 
charafter  is  the  piety  of  their  anceftofs^  juft  as 
if  grac*  was  hereditary  :  fecondly,  their  aptncfs  to 
outftrip  all  others  in  human  learning :  [thirdly, 
their  mortifying  their  bodies  in  a  cave ;  juft  as 
if  the  devil  and  the  old  man  of  fin  was  not  to 
be  found  in  a  cave,  as  well  as  in  a  city.     And  as 
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for  the  Holy  Ghoft,  he  is  hardly  mentioned,  thougtl 
there  is  no  fuch  thing  as  mortifying  any  one  deed 
of  the  flejh  (to  good  purpofe)  bui  tbrougb  bim. 
Rom.  viii.  13  5  and  if  grace  be  mentioned  in  that 
book)  it  is  (lightly  touched  juft  at  the  conclufion 
of  a  narrative. 

Calamy's  Life  of  Baxter  is  juft  fuch  another 
rotten  jumble  of  human  excellency.  The  Holy 
Ghoft  is  the  regenerator,  the  renewer,  and  the  or- 
namentor  of  every  real  Chriftian ;  and  if  he  be  not 
glorified  by  us,  we  Ihall  furely  be  debafed  by  him; 
for  tbem  that  honour  me  I  will  honour,  and  they  that 
dejpije  me  fhull  be  lightly  efteemed.  i  Sam.  ii.  30  ; 
or,  as  the  Saviour  fays,  he  that  exalteth  himjelfjhall 
he  abafed,  and  he  that  humbleth  himfelf  Jhall  be 
exalted.  Matt  xxiii.  13. 

Ahimaax.  It  is  right,  certainly,  that  God  in  all 
tlnngs  fhouU  be  glorified  through  Jefus  Chriji.  But 
allowances,  my  brother,  muft  be  made :  fome  Chrif- 
tians  have  been  drawn  altogether  by  love,  without 
any  convidkions  at  all ;  thefe,  not  feeling  the  plague 
of  their  hearts,  nor  the  awful  arrcft  of  divine  juftice, 
will  remain  of  a  legal  tin<5ture,  and  their  language 
is  far  from  being  pure.  Thefe  are  not  properly 
evangelized, — they  are  not  brought  off  from  all 
confidence  in  the  flefli,  confequently  they  will  not 
favour  fo  fwcet  of  the  dear  Redeemer  as  thofc  who 
have  been  chaced  by  the  terrors  of  law  and  juftice 
to  embrace  him  as  their  only  refuge,  and  lay  hold, 

of  him  as  the  only  hope  fet  before  them. 

Cufbi. 
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Cujhi.  God  is  a  free  agent,  and  will  work  on 
Ills  people  as  it  pleafeth  him ;  but  to  be  converted 
wthout  repentance, — to  be  born  again  without 
Ibul  travaa, — to  be  forgiven  without  being  con- 
vinced we  have  nothing  to  pay, — to  be  healed 
without  feeling  our  ficknefs, — and  to  be  faved  be- 
fore we  find  ourfelves  loft— is  a  myftery  to  me, 
and  muft  remain  fo; 

That  God  often  begins  to  allure  a  foul  by  gofpel 
promifes  I  do  not  deny  j  but  fuch  generally  find 
travail,  and  ficrknefs  too,  before  they  arrive  at 
God^s  tabernacle,  or  dwell  on  his  holy  hill.  1  have 
obferved  fomc  perfons,  who  have  had  their  Iharpeft 
(buggies  with  law  and  confcience,  even  on  their 
death  beds^  and  the  very  pains  of  death  have 
haftened  the  pains  of  their  fpiritual  birth,  fo  that 
die  birth  of  their  fouls  juft  preceded  the  death  of 
their  bodies ; — fuch  have  gone  to  glory,  fiiU  fraught 
with  the  cordials  of  divine  confolation.  This  I 
think  agrees  with  the  %o^\  fenfe  of  this  text :  But 
ivben  the  people  of  the  land  Jball  come  before  the 
Lord^  in  the  Jolemn  feafts^  be  that  enter etb  in  by  the 
way  of  the  north  gate  to  worjhip^  Jhall  go  out  by  the 
way  of  the  fouth  gate  j  and  he  that  entereth  by  the 
way  of  the  Jouth  gate^  Jball  go  forth  by  the  way  of 
the  north  gate;  be  Jball  not  return  by  the  way  of  the' 
gate  whereby  he  came  in^  but  Jball  go  forth  over 
againji  it.  Ezek.  xlvi.  9.  And  although  fome,  as 
you  obferve,  are  very  legal,  and  favour  too  much 
gi  the  fldh,  yet  I  believe,  if  they  belong  to  God, 
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that  he  will  permit  their  fleflily  confidence  fo  often 
to  deceive  them,  that  they  will  be  led  to  feel  after 
him,  who  makes  bis  ftrength  pcrfeft  in  our  weak- 
ncfs  i  and  as  his  bleflcd  arm  is  made  bare  to  them, 
they  will  be  careful  to  Ipeak  to  the  honour  of  hin? 
whofe  power  they  feel  j  thus  he  tumf  to  fhe  people 
a  pure  language. 

Ahimaax.    I  have    formerly    obferved  fcveraj 
things  which  you  have  mentioned ;  and  while  you 
have  been  fpeaking  they  have  occurred  frefh   to 
my  mind  \  but  I  have  not  been  fo  ftridt  an  ob- 
ferver  of  the  works  of  God,  and  of  the  bleiled 
teachings  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  as  you  have,  which 
is  both   my  fin    and  my  lofs;    as  fpe^keth   the 
Plalmift,  Whojo  is  wife  and  will  obferve  thefe  things^ 
even  they  jball  under/land  the  Uving-kindnefs  of  tb^ 
Lord^  Pfalm  cvii.  43 ;  and  the  more  the  lovingr 
kindnels  of  the  Lord  is  fcen,  the  more  is  the  faith 
of  a  believer  increafed  and  encouraged.    And  fome- 
times  God  permits  an  unbeliever  to  be  forcibly 
ftruck  with  real  conviftions,  while  he  beholds  the 
yifible  hand  of  God  in  fupporting  and  bringing  his 
owa  children  out  of  difficulties — as  the  Queen  of 
Sheba  was  ftruck  at  Solomon's  wifdom  5  their  falfe 
hopes  give  way,  and  their  language  is  like  that  of 
'the  Pfalmift>  /  bad  fainted  unlefs  I  had  believed  to 
fee  tb^  goodnefs  of  the  Lord  in  the  land  of  the  living. 
Pfalm  xxvii.  13. 

Cujki.     The  man  that  watches  the  dealings  of 
Qqd  with  him^  both  in  providence  and  grace^ 
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he  fhall  find  the  Lord's  procniie  daily  verified-— 
1  will,  fays  God^  make  all  my  goodnejs  fafs  before 
fbec.  Such  watchful  fouls  (hall  fee  many  an  ob- 
llacle  removed^  many  a  precious  promiie  turned 
vpi  many  an  intricate  providence  made  flraight^ 
many  a  knotty  experience  unriddled,  many  an 
enemy  entangled  in  his  own  counfel,  many  a 
hint  dropped  for  faith  to  catch,  many  a  glorious 
beam  to  dire£b  his  fleps,  and  many  a  fweet  drop  of 
divine  confolation  will  jbe  poured  as  an  oil  on  his 
foul,  which  will  diilblve  the  ftubborn  heart,  and  di- 
vinely fweeten  and  foften  every  unruly  faculty :  Thus 
jball  the  man  he  blejfed  that  feareth  the  Lord,  and 
9oith  favour  will  he  compafs  him  as  with  a  Jhield. 

The  penitential  moan  of  Adam,  as  p^etip 
Milton  paints  it,  is  worth  the  notice  of  eyeiY 
fender-hearted  Chriftian : 

This  moft  affll6ls  ijjc,  that  departing  hence, 

As  from  his  face  I  (hall  be  hid,  deprived 

His  biefled  countenance ;  here  I  could  frequent 

With  worihip  place  by  place  where  he  vouchbf 'd 

Prefence  divine,  anfd  to  my  fons  relate 

On  this  mount  he  appear'd,  under  this  tree 

/Stood  vifible,  among  thefe  pines  his  voice 

I  heard,  here  with  him  at  this  fountain  talk'd: 

So  many  grateful  altars  I  would  rear 

Of  grafly  turf,  and  pile  up  every  ftone 

Of  luftre  from  the  brook,  in  memory. 

Or  monument  to  ages,  and  thereon 

Offer  fweet-fmelling  gums,  and  fruity,  and  flowerSf 

yxi  yonder  nether  world  where  fliall  I  feek 

P4  U» 
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His  bright  appearances,  or  footfteps  trace  1 
For  though  I  fled  him  angry,  yet  recall'd 
To  life  prolong'd  and  promisM  race,  I  now 
Gladly  behold  though  but  his  utmoft  ikirts 
Of  glory,  and  far  off*  his  fteps  adore. 

The  anfwer  is  as  fwcet  as  the  other  is  moving  ; 

—-Doubt  not  but  in  valley  and  in  plain 
God  is  a$  here,  and  will  be  found  alike 
Prefent,  and  of  his  prefence  many  a  fign 
Still  following  thee,  ftill  compaffing  thee  round 
With  goodnels  and  paternal  love,  his  face 
Exprefs,  and  of  his  fteps  the  track  divine. 

Ahimaaz.  Certainly  a  man  cannot  live  in  the 
fear  of  God,  unlefs  he  doth  confider  himfclf  daily 
in  the  immediate  prefence  of  him ;  and  to  feel  his 
fupporting  hand,  to  enjoy  the  teftimony  of  his 
Spirit,  to  find  his  approbation  with  one,  and  his 
power  manifefted  in  leading  one  on,  and  holding 
one  up  in  the  face  of  all  oppofition^  enables  a 
m^n  to  rejoice,  and  fay  with  the  Pfalmift,  the  Lord 
is  m  my  fide^  I  will  not  fear  what  man  can  do  unto 
me.  And  I  have  often  thought  that  God  has,  and 
ilill  doth,  reveal  himfelf  by  his  Spirit  to  many 
fouls  in  the  world  who  have  not  the  word  of  God 
preached  to  them, by  men;  or,  in  other  words^ 
who  have  nQ|:  the  means  of  gra9e  as  we  have;  and 
I  have  at  tirpes  got  comfort  from  thefe  thoughts 
with  refpe£t  to  the  poor  heathens. 

Cujbi.    As  I  obferved  before,  God  i$  a  free 
ligent;   but   I  do  not  defire  to  be  wife  abovo 
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mh2t  is  written.  I  have  read  the  prophecies  of 
the  tea  Sibyls^  and  certainly  there  is  a  deal  of 
truth  in  them^  though  it  be  fung  with  wild  notes ; 
and  if  they  are  allowed  to  be  prophetefles  of  the 
Ijord^  they  are  witnefles  in  your  favour.  But 
our  great  Apoftle  doth  not  countenance  you  at 
all :  It  is  written y  faith  he^  that  wbqfoever  foall  call 
m  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jhall  he  Javed\  how  then 
Jball  they  call  on  him  in  whom  they  have  not  believed  \ 
and  how  Jball  they  believe  in  him  of  whom  they  havi 
not  beard  i  and  how  fball  they  hear  without  a  preacher^ 
and  how  fball  they  f  reach  except  they  befent  ?  Rotn« 
z.  14  s  and  Chrift  {ays>  Preach  the  gojpel  to  every 
creature^  and  he  that  believes  Jball  be  Javed^  and  he 
that  believes  not  jhall  be  damned^  Mark  xvi.  i6>  17; 
and  again^  This  gojpel  muft  be  preached  in  all  the 
world  for  a  witne/s^  and  then  Jhall  the  end  come. 
Matt.  xxiv.  14.  I  believe,  if  you  and  I  were  to 
travel  throughout  the  heathen  world,  where  they 
are  defticute  of  the  word  of  God,  we  fhould  never 
be  able  to  find  a  foul  converted  to  Chrift  \  nor  do 
I  read  that  Paul  found  one  in  all  his  travels. 

Jbimaaz.  I  think,  in  fome  things,  thou  art 
j:ather  too  contrafted,  my  brother;  for  my  part, 
I  would  wiih  ever  to  poiTefs  an  open  and  ca- 
tholic fpirit.  I  have  obfervcd  many  things  in  thy 
converfation  that  difcover  an  unbecoming  nar- 
fownefs.  Paul  tells  us  that  we  Jhould  not  be 
ftraitened  in  our  bowels :  and  he  fpeaks  unto  us,  as 
|o  his  children,  that  we  Jhould  be  enlarged.  2  Cor* 
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VI.  la,  13.    It  was  a  fwcet  fpirit  that  God  gave 
Solomon ;  it  is  fkid  that  be  gave  bim  enlargements 
ef  beart  as  the  Jand  that  is  upon  the  Jea  Jbore^ 
I  Kings,  iv.  29.     And  this  is  what  that  eminent 
faint  of  God  (I  mean  Jabez)  prayed  for  5  it  was, 
that  God  would  hlejs  him  indeed^  and  enlarge  bis 
coaft^  I  Chron.  iv.  10;  and  I  hope  God  will  fa-r 
vour  thcc  with  the  fame,  my  brothpr,  for  indeed 
a  narrow,  contraftcd,  bigoted  fpirit  is  a  very  bad 
one.  ^ 

.     Cujhi.     I  am  much  obliged  to  thee,  but  there 
.arc  feveral  expreflions  of  yours  which  I    objeft 
to.    I  have  often  thought  that  Mofes  himfelf,  if  he 
was  upon  earth  in  our  day,  would  be  accufed  of 
a  narrow  fpirit ;  for  he  declares  to  an  audience  of 
fix  hundred  ihoufand  fouls,  Te  havejeen  all  that  the 
Lord  did  before  your  eyes  in  the  land  of  Egypt  unto 
Pharaoh^  and  unto  all  hisjervants^  and  unto  all  bis 
land;  the  great  temptations  which  thine  eyes  havejeen 
— thefigns  and  thoje  great  miracles  \  yet  the  Lord  bath 
not  given  you  an  heart  to  perceive^  and  eyes  So  fee^ 
and  ears  to  hear^  unto  this  day.    And  I  have  led  you 
forty  years  in  the  wilder nejs.  Deut.  xxix,  2,  3,  4, '5. 
This  part  of  Mofcs*s  dodrine  would  be  cenfured 
in  the  prefent  day  as  the  effefts  of  a  contraAed 
fpirit;  and   certainly  it  differed  much  from  the 
vniverfal  fpirit  of  Corah,  Abiram,  and  Dathan^ 
for  though  Mofes  declared  Ifrael  to  be  blind,  ig* 
norant,  and  infcndble,   yet   they   declared  tbeni 
all  fandtified,  and  in  the  prefence  of  Godj  an4 

warmly 
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warmly. rcfeuked  the  bigotry  of  Mofcs  and  Aaron; 
For  they  gather §d  tbmjelves  together  againft  Mojes^ 
and  againft  Aarpfty  and  Jaid  unto  them.  Ye  take  too 
ptuch  ufon  you,  feeing  all  the  congregation  are  boiy 
€v^ry  one  of  them,  and  the  Lord  is  among  them  5 
wherefore  then  lift  ye  up  yoifrf elves  above  the  congre^ 
gallon  of  the  Lord?  Numb.  xvi.  3.  The  oon- 
traded  fermon  of  Mqfcs,  and  the  declaration  of 
this  catholic  company,  differ  widely.  Moles 
^declares  them  blind  and  infenfible, — thcfe  declare 
them  all  holy,  and  God's  prefence  among  thcmi 
but  it  happened  with  them  according  to  the  wife 
man*s  faying,  There  is  ajuft  man  (as  they  fuppofed 
themfelves  to  be)  that  perijhetb  in  his  righte-- 
eufnefs  \  and  there  is  a  wicked  man  (as  they  fuppofed 
Mofes)  that  prolorjgeth  his  life  in  his  wickednefs. 
Eccl.  vii.  15  5  and  fo  it  happened  here— for  Mofes 
oudived  Corah  and  all  his  company.  They  pc- 
rilhed  from  the  congregation  with  all  their  can- 
dour,— they  went  into  the  pit  alive  with  air  that 
they  had;  while  Mofes-  with  all  his  contrafted 
ipirit,  died  at  the  mouth  of  the  Almighty;  or  as 
it  might  be  rendered,  without  offering  any  violence 
to  the  text,  that  God  kiffed  him  to  death. 

Tefus  Chrift  himfelf  was  viewed  as  one  of  a 
contradted  fpirit,  when  he  told  the  Nazarenes  that 
many  widows  were  in  Ifrael  in '  the  days  of  Elias, 
but  to  none  of  them  was  Eliasfent  but  to  Sarepta^  a 
city  ofSidon^  unto  a  woman  that  was  a  widow :  And 
many  lepers  were  in  Ifrael  in  the  time  of  Elijfja  th^ 

prophet. 
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.  prophet^  and  none  of  them  were  chanjedy  Javin^ 
Naaman  the  Syrian.     Thefe  fovercign  and  dilcri- 
minating  a£ts  of  God  appeared  to  the  Saviour.'^ 
audience  as  the  effe6ts  of  a  contraded  fpirit^  and 
therefore  they  were  determined  to  break  his  neck  : 
And  all  they  in  the  Jynagogue^  when  they  heard  thefe 
things,  were  filed  with  wrath,  and  rofe  up  andtbrujt 
him  out  of  the  city^  and  led  him  unto  the  brow  of  the 
hill  (whereon  their  city  was  built)  that  they  might 
caji  him  down  headlong.  Luke  iy.  25 — 29.    But  the 
Scribes  and  Pharifces  were  of  a  more   catholic 
fpiriti  for  they  excommunicated  none  unlefs  he 
confcffed  the  true  faith  of  Chrift :  For  the  Jews  had 
agreed  already,  that  if  any  man  did  confefs  that  be 
was  Chrift,  he  Jhould  be  put  out  of  the  fynagogue. 
John  ix.  ar.    Nor  did  the  I^harifees  prefume  to 
anathematifc  any  but  the  real  eleft  of  Qod — this 
people  that  know  not  the  law  are  curfed.  John  vti.  49. 
You  fee  thefe  open  catholic  clergy  admitted  all  to 
their  communion,  but  the  Saviour  s^nd  his  few 
chofen  followers.     So  the  devil  had  full  poflefliOQ 
of  the  fynagogues,  while  the  rulers  and  Icribes 
defended  their  fire,  and  ftuck  to  his  counfel :  Have 
any  of  the  rulers  believed  on  him  ?  John  vii.  48.  No, 
they  adhered  to  their  own  progenitor ;  and  it  was 
not  without  caufe  that  the  Saviour  faid  unto  them, 
Te  are  of  your  father  the  devil,  and  the  luft  of  you^ 
father  ye  will  do.  John  yiii.  44. 

Ahimaaz.     You  are  got  quite  into  irony,  my 
brothcfi  thcr^  was  110  call  for  fgch  a  tart  reply. 

J  only 
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I  only  meant  that  Chriflians  fliould  judg^  chart-' 
tablyj  and  ilot  entertain  too  concra£ted  an  opi* 
nion  of  a  rery  few  being  faved ;  and  by  an  opea 
and  catholic  ipirit^  I  mean,  that  we  ihould  love 
all  ranges  of  profeiling  people,  though  they  difier 
from  us  in  doctrines  and  worfliip;  we  ihould 
jpread  a  mantle  of  love  over  their  errors,  where 
we  have  reafon  to  believe  that  the  root  of  the 
matter  is  in  them. 

Cujbi.  I  defire  to  love  all  that  hve  our  Lord. 
Jtfus  Cbrift  in  fincerity  and  truth.  This  is  the 
love  that  Paul  poflefled{  he  loved  all  that  loved 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  in  fincerity  and  truth  i  and 
if  they  love  Chrift  fincerely,  the  root  of  the  matter 
is  in  them;  and  if  they  love  him  in  truths  then 
they  will  not  differ  from  us  in  dofb-ine.  That  foul 
that  loves  Chrift  in  truth,  will  not  ftand  in  need 
.  of  thy  mantle  to  cover  his  errors,  for  love  is  the 
root  of  all  real  evangelical  obedience ;  while,  on  the 
other  hand,  enmity  is  the  root  of  all  rebellion : 
and  although  a  young  believer  cannot  fee  eye  to 
eye  with  an  old  one,  yet  he  will  not  fight  againft 
any  truth  that  is  brought  from  the  word  of  God ; 
love  will  produce  the  obedience  of  faith — charity 
Ulicvtth  all  things.  The  foul  that  oppofes  any 
plain  truth  does  not  love  Chrift  in  truth,  nor  does 
he  love  him  in  fincerity,  becaufe  he  is  not  obe* 
dient.  The  new  creation  is  full  as  uniform  as  the 
old ;  God  did  not  fend  man  into  the  world  to  walk 
about  without  a  head,  nor  does  he  create  a  foul 

anew 
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iincw  withotit  giving  him  an  undcrftanding  i^f^d 
knew  that  the  Son  of  God  is  come,  and  bath  given  us 
an  underftanding.  i  John  v.  ao.  God  has  not  only 
promifed  the  fpirit  of  love,  but  he  has  promifed 
the  ipiric  of  a  found  mind  alfo.  I  have  ^  heard 
people  talk  of  perfons  being  evangelifts  in  heart, 
though  legal  in  judgment;  but  Chrift  tells. us  that 
we  are  to  know  the  heart  by  that  which  proceeds 
from  it  J — if  fo,  an  erroneous  judgment  proves  a 
rotten  heart. 

My  reafon  for  anfwering  thee  fb  fharply  is^ 
becaufe  I  have  heard  fo  much  of  late  about  an 
open  catholic  fpiritj  that  it  ieems  to  be  a  cant 
word,  that  (lands  for  any  thing  or  nothing. 
We  have  many  in  our  days  who  fcem  to  be 
very  open  in  their  fermons,  crying  out,  "  Come 
^  all,  Jcfus  (lands  with  open  arms  to  receive 
^  you, — roll  yourfclves  upon  him  : — my  i6v\  ^ 
•*  for  yours  if  he  cafls  you  out."  And  yet*. 
Aefe  men,  that  preach  this  univerfal  gofpel, 
are  fo  incenfcd  at  the  cordial  reception  of  a  re- 
turning prodigal,  that  they  would  rob  him  of 
his  kid,  and  (lop  his  mo\)th  from  declaring  what 
God  has  done  for  his  foul.  I  am  a  living  wit- 
nefs  of  this  truth,  and  fo  are  thoufands  more. 
Their  refentment  has  run  fo  high,  that  the  in- 
treaties  of  the  Father  of  all  Mercies  is  not  fuf- 
ficient  to  bring  them  into  an  acquiefcence  with 
his  fovcreign  difplay  of  difcriminating  grace.  It 
appears  as  if  they  would  have  been  better  pleafed 

if 
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If  lie  had  periihcd  in  his  own  deceivings,  than 
they  arc  at  the  Father's  receiving  him  fafe  and 
ibund. 

Now  Mofcs  was  of  a  different  Ipirit  from 
thele  \  for  although  his  doftrinc  was  nothing  like 
theirs  in  latitude,  yet  his  heart  was  as  wide 
as  their  fermons.  When  a  young  man  ran  and 
told  Mofes,  faying,  Eldad  and  Medad  do  prcphefy 
in  the  campy  and  Jojhua/aidy  My  lord  Mofes ^  forbid 
tbem  I  his  open  reply  is,  Envieft  thou  for  my  fake  f 
I  ^vculd  to  God  that  all  the  Lord^s  people  were 
prophets i  and  that  be  would  put  bisfpirit  upon  tbem. 
Numb.  xi.  ay,  28,  29.  If  this  be  an  open  Ipirit 
in  reality,  how  litde  of  it  have  they  got  who 
will  load  a  found  teftimony  with  fcandal,  and 
ufe  their  utmoft  endeavour  to  hinder  the  ufe* 
folnefi  of  thofe  that  God  is  pleafed  to  fend  into 
the  church. 

The  bible  will  hardly  ftirnilh  us  with  a  minif- 
cer  (who  pretends  to  preach  Chrift)  of  fuch  ^ 
fpirit  as  this,  except  it  be  Diotrephes;  and  God 
fays  nothing  in  his  favour.  /  wrote  unto  the 
Aurch  (faid  John) :  hut  Diotrepbesy  who  lovetb  to 
have  the  pre-eminence  among  them^  receivetr/^s  not. 
JVbereforey  if  I  come ^  I  will  remember  bis  deeds  which 
he  doethy  prating  agairtft  us  with  malicious  words ; 
end  not  content  therewith^  neither  doth  be  bimfelf 
receive  the  bretbreny  and  forbiddeth  tbem  that  would, 
and  cafteth  them  out  of  the  church.  3  John,  9.  i  o. 
This  man  is  one  of  a  catholic  fpirit  5  he  kept 

John 
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■ 

John  himfclf  out  of  the  pulpit,— ^he  forbad  hij 
epiftles  being  read  to  the  congregation, — ^he  would 
admit  no  labourer  that  John  fent  into  his  pulpit^ 
and  thofe  that  would  have  let  them  preach  in 
their  houfes>  he  forbad  alfo;  and  if  they  difputed 
his  ufurped  authority,  he  excommunicated  them  i 
or,  as  the  text  faith,  he  caft  them  out  of  the 
church.  This  man  was  a  lord  over  God's  heri-< 
tage;  and  this  wretched  fpirit  is  cheriihed  too 
much  in  our  days. 

For  my  part  I  wilh  never  to  hear  the  word 
catholic  again«  It  is  a  word  that,  I  believe^ 
was  coined  in  Egypt  at  the  time  of  the  difpute 
between  that  dreadful  monfter  Arius,  the  grand- 
father of  our  prefent  Arians,  and  Athanafius, 
whom  God  raifed  up  to  oppofe  him.  The  cauie 
of  Satan  againft  Chrift,  carried  on  by  Arius, 
'was  called  the  Arian  caufe,  or  the  Arian  faith; 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  caufe  of  truth, 
pleaded  by  Athanafius,  by  way  of  diftinftion, 
was  called  the  Catholic  caufe,  or  Catholic  faith  i 
fo  that  thofe  fouls  that  enjoyed  the  Father's  love, 
(he  Saviour's  atonement,  and  the  Holy  Ghoft*s 
teftimony  in  their  fouls,  were  ftyled  people  of 
the  catholic  faith;  while  thofe  that  ridiculed  and 
abufed  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrid,  declaring  him  a 
mere  creature,  were  called  Arians,  being  the  reci- 
pients of  his  damnable  herefy,  as  the  Holy  Ghoil 
ftyles  it,  2  Pet.  ii.  i. 

While  the  true  faith  flourifhed  at  Rome,  thofe 

believers 
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beUwers  that  were  of  that  city  were  ftylcd  Roman 

Catholics  j  but  as  they  have  now  exalted  a  Popc^  j 

in   oppofition  to  Ch/iii,  and  have  caft  out  his 

wottl,  and  introduced  their  own  fuperftitious  va-  i 

nities  inftead  of  it,  and  yet  appropriate  the  name  I 

catiiolic  to  themfelves^  it  is  now  big  with  nothing 

but  mifchief ;  for  he  is  deemed  the  beft  catholic 

that  oppoies  truths  kills  the  faints,  and  Jburns  the 

bible  i  therefore  it  is  high  time  to  drop  the  word^ 

and  bring  in  thoie  that  are  better  underftood^  and  ^ 

that  are  of  a  more  antient  date ;  itich  as,  faints^ 

helievers^  children  of  Gody  difciples  of  Cbrtft^  par* 

taker  of  the  Sprite  the  boujebold  of  faith ,  &c.  are  terms 

that  have  a  better  meaning  than  a  catholic  man, 

catholic  fpirity  and  catholic  church.     Let  us  be  no 

longer  ^^underers  of  the  whore  of  B^ylon ; — ^let 

her  naifies  go  with  her  relics^  merit,  and  all  the 

left  of  her  trumpery,  and  let  us  fay,  Good  rid  of 

bad  rubbiflx. 

Abimaaz.  I  find  you  are  no  friend  to  the  Roman 
Catholics,  and  yet  you  are  beholden  to  them ;  for 
your  Common  Prayer  Books  were  entirely  of  their 
compofing,  only  our  reformers  purged  out  fome 
few  popifh  dregs — ^fuch  as  praying  to  faints  and 
angels,  &c.  &c.  And  you  know  we  have  many 
good  and  able  minifters  of  Jefus  Chrift,  who  exalt 
its  excellency  publicly  above  all  extempore  prayer; 
and  others,  who  were  not  in  the  eftablilhment  when 
they  took  on  them  the  miniftry,  are  taking  the 
form  with  them,  even  at  the  rifk  of  the  bilhop's 

E  dilpleafurc; 
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difpleafure ;  ye^  and  fome  have  (pent  hundreds,  if 
not  thoufands  of  pounds  at  laWj  iq  order  to  fecure 
the  ufc  of  it.     What  do  you  think  of  this  ? 

Cujhu  Suppofe  I  was  to  go  to-morrow  into  a 
town  where  the  goipel  had  never  t>een  preached^ 
and  where  there  wjas  not  a  foul  to  be  £iufid  that 
was  converfied  to  Chrift,  and  I  ihould  preach  from 
this  text.  New  if  any  man  have  not  Ai  Spipit  af 
Chryi  he  is  none  of  bis,  Rom.  viii.  9;  and  I  was  to 
declare,  firft,  the  infufiiciency  of  a  &rm  of'godli^ 
nefs  without  the  power ;  fecondly,  the  neceffity  of 
regeneration ;  thirdly,  (hew  the  operations'  of  the 
Spirit  from  the  word  of  God ;  fourthly,  that  God 
feeketh  fpiritual  worihippers  s  and  laftly  prove,  tliac 
the  Holy  Ghoiljs  fufficient  to  work  faith,  to 
fan6tify  the  foul,  and  prepare  it  for  1^  receptioii 
of  Chrift ;  and  fufficient  alio  to  lead  the  believer 
on  in  a  courie  of  fpiritual  devotipn,  is  the  fpiric* 
of  grace  and  of  fupplication;  and  four  feuls,  under 
this  difcourfe,  Jbould  be  convinced  ofthe  ififuffi* 
ciency  of  their  formality  j  fliould  you  not  think  that 
I  had  aftcd  the  faitliful  part  in  handling  the  above 
text  in  that  manner  ?  and  that  God  had  approved 
of  it  by  four  perfons  bemg  convinced  under,  kii 

jihimaaz.  I  (hould  think  that  you  had  taken 
the  beft  ftep  chat  could  be  taken  to  undermine 
tlieir  fandy  foundation,  and  to  fhew  diem  the  ne- 
ceffity of  being  made  new  creatures  in  Chrift  i  and 
I  am  fully  perfuadcd  that  God's  word  would  bear 
you  out, 

Culbi. 
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ft 

Cufii.  Then  fiippofe  there  fliouM  come  a  gofpel 
minifter  the  week  following  into  the  church,  and 
he  ihould'  preach  i^  the  excellency  of  the  form, 
caft  a  few  refle<5Hons  on  diflentcrs,  and  fpcak  lighdy 
of  extempore  prayer,  and  fetde  thefe  four  con- 
vinced fouls  on  dieir  old  bottom  again,  would  he 
not  buildup  thai  which  Ibaddeflroyed?  Gal.  ii*  i8; 
and  if  foa,  who  Would  be  the  tranfgreffor  ? 

jUrimaaz.     Certainly  he  would. 

Cujbi.  Then  you  have  decided  this  matter.  And 
I  believe  there  are  many  in  our  days,  who  are  def^ 
titute  of  grace,  bitterly  prejudiced  againft  many 
mimfters  that  God  has  fent,  who  preach  and  pray 
as  the  Spirit  ^es  them  utterance,  who  hear  the 
gospel,  but  place  all  their  hopes  in  the  form.  And 
when  cbefe  unleavened  formalifts  hear  a  gofpel  mi- 
nifter cry  up  the  excellency  of  the  form^  and  ridicule 
fpirituai  peridons,  their  folf-rigfaisous  fouls  are  fed 
with  the  venom  of  afps;  their  native  prejudice 
againft  pious  diifenters  is  fixed  the  firmer,  and  they 
ate  wickedly  and  deceitfully  eftabUihed  on  the  old 
baiis  of  depraved  nature ; — ^this  is  no  part  of  the 
work  of  an  evangelift* 

jAimaaz.  Do  you  think,  my  brother,  that  ever 
the  Lord  Jefus  fet  their  own  fouls  at  liberty  in 
anfwcr  to  the  form  of  prayer  ?  One  would  think 
that  he  had,  as  they  fpeak  fo  highly  of  it,  and  fo 
lighdy  of  extempore  prayer. 

Cujbi.  No  J  God  permits  none  to  prevail  with 
him,  but  thoie  who  by  the  Spirit's  interceflion  pour 

£  a  out 
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out  their  fouls  before  him  in  faith,  under  a  fenfe 
of  want,  and  in  a  language  cxprcffive  of  their  own 
troubles.  And  I  wiU  be  bold  to  fay,  that  if  my 
brother  could  be  in  thcftudy  of  thcfc  good  men  on 
fome  Saturday  evening,  or  Sunday  morning,  when 
their  bible  is  as  a  fcaled  book,  Satan  buffeting  them, 
their  mind  confufed,  their  judgments  bewildered, 
a  congregation  gathering  togedicr,  and  no  text 
opened  to  them,  no  thoughts  fpringing  up,  altoge- 
ther unfurniftied  for  the  pulpit,--he  would  then  fee 
them  upon  their  knees  before  God  at  hard  work, 
without  any  fervice-book  in  their  hands  j  he  would 
hear  their  groaning  petitions,— fee  their  tears, — and 
be  convinced  djat  the  whole  bufmefs  was  carried 
on  between  God  and  their  own  fouls  by  thofe  very 
extempore  prayers  which  they  publicly  fpealc  fo 

lightly  of. 

Abimaaz.  If  this  be  the  cafe,  we  muft  adt  with 
good  men's  bigotry  as  the  Saviour  bids  us  do  with 
bad  men's  precepts;  he  tells  us,  not  to  do  as  the 
Pbarifees  doy  but  to  do  as  they  fay,  but  here  we 
muft  not;  do  (in  this  matter)  as  thefc  good  men  fay, 

but  as  they  do.  ' 

Cujhi.  If  you  do  fo,  you  will  do  right;— for  if 
the  fupplications  of  die  Holy  Spirit  wUl  n<Jt  prevail 
with  God,  no  human  compofitions  can. 

Jbimaaz.    I  believe  diere  was  at  one  time  near 

two  thoufand  minifters  of  the  gofpd  in  this  counliy 

that  expofed  themfelves  to  many  hardlhips  for  their 

non. conformity  to  the  Common  Prayer;  which  at 

times 
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times  has  led  me  to  thmk  very  lighcty  of  their 
ibffermgsj  £nce  X  have  heard  ^many  good  men 
who  preach  the  fame  doftrine  that  they  did,  and 
^t  contend  for,  and  highly  exto],  the  very  things 
jtbat  their  confciences  could  never  conform  to.  I 
Jiave  thought  that  their  non-conformjty  was  the 
efFeft  of  a  ftubborn  and  rebellious  fpirit,  and  their 
fufferings  were  only  in  defence  of  a  blind  and 
mifled  confcience.  This  muft  be  the  cafe  of  thofe 
non-conformifl'Sj  or  our  prelent  advocates  for  the 
form  muft  be  in  die  wrong,  one  of  it ;  and  I  con- 
feft  your  prefent  converfacion  about  it  has  brought 
it  as  a  puzzling  matter  of  debate  afjpelh  to  my  mind  -, 
and  for  my  part  I  am  not  able  to  decide  it. 

Cujbi.  It  is  true,  there  were  great  numbers  that 
fuJBFered  hunger,  cold,  and  nakednefs;  moreover 
bonds  and  imprifonments ;  yea,  and  even  death 
itfel^  rather  than  conform  to  the  rules  of  the  Com- 
mon Prayer  Book.  And  if  they  did  it  in  defence 
of  a  blind  or  mifled  confcience,  we  may  fay  of 
their  fufferings  as  David  faid  of  the  death  o^  Saul's 
general — died  Ahner  as  a  fool  dieth.  a  Sam.  iii.  23^ 
Yet  I  think  it  is  eafy  to  decide  the  matter  between 
the  antient  non-conformifls  and  our  prefent  advo- 
cates; the  non-conformifls  had  the  whole  word  of 
God  on  their  fide,  but  the  others  have  not. 

It  is  a  blefled  thing  that  men  have  no  dominion 
over  our  faith,  and  that  our  faith  is  to  fland  in 
God*^  power,-  not  in  man's  wifdomj  but  he  that 
attraipts  to  eflablifh  my  faith  on  a  human  form, 

^  3  endeavours 
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endeavours  to  fettle  k  in  tlie  wirdom  of  mea,  iaftead 
cf  the  power  of  God.  Faith  is  the  gift  of  God  the 
Father> — a  grace  from  God  the  Saviour's  fiiloefs^ 
^^and  is  wroi^ht  in  man  by  the  operation  of  God 
the  Holy  Ghoft  i  and  in  the  promifed  aid  of  God> 
and  in  the  powerful  operations  of  Father,  Son^  aod 
Spirit,  it  muft  iland,  and  nowhere  dfe. 

I  know  there  are  oviny  venerate  and  valuable 
charaders,  whom  God  has  called  fx>  the  miniftiy 
fince  their  firfl:  ignorant  attempt  to  qualify  them* 
feives  for  it  at  a  univerlity  j  and  in  that  iphere  they 
will  ihine^  while  they  abide  with  God,  wherein  they 
were  called ;  but  as  the  current  <^  icripture  does 
not  flow  in  that  channel,  and  as  their  fouls  were  net 
delivered  in  anfwer  to  that  form^  and  as  they  make 
ufe  of  extempore  prayer  in  their  fiunilies,  and  be« 
(ween  God  and  their  own  ibuls,  I  think  they  might 
forbear  their  public  reflefbions  on  thofe  prayers 
which  have  done  fo  much  for  them. 

Abimaaz.  Pray^  my  dear  brother,  what  may  I 
call  thy  name  ? 

Cujhi.     My  name  is  Cufhi. 

jibimaaz.     Of  what  country,  pray  ? 

Cujbi.  I  am  an  Ifraelite ;  and,  blefled  be  God, 
through  his  rich  grace  I  hope  I  am  an  Ifraelite 
indeed. 

yihimaaz.  That  I  firmly  believe;  for  flcfh 
and  blood  could  never  reveal  the  things  unto 
thee  that  I  have  heard  from  thee^  furely  the. lips 
of  knowledge  are  a  precious  jewel  j  and  the  light 

and 


and  JkTOur  tkat  shy  foul  has  felt  under  thj  con* 
veiiktion  is  an  addiuonal  proof  of  h — ^for  the 
excdienqr  and  the  power  of  religion  is  all  of 
God.  I  ynlh  my  brother  would  relace  a  little  of 
the  dealings  of  God  with  him;  I  fbould  be  all 
attetition — my  heart  is  fwectly  becakned — ^my  feat 
is  pure  eafy ;  I  do  not  believe  that  I  Ihguld  be 
tired  if  I  was  to  fit  here  HI  night ;  nor  do  I 
believe  that  I  Ihould  kel  the  vrant  of  food; — my 
▼cry  body  has  loft  its  appetite  fince  my  foul  has 
been  at  this  banquet. 

CaJBi.  I  can  hardly  help  laughing  at  thee, 
niy  brocher^  for  thou  fayeft  I  could  fit  all  night, 
when  we  have  done  that  already;  it  was  twelve 
o'clock  yefterday  when  we  met  under  this  tree^ 
and  now  it  wants  half  an  hour  of  the  fame — vfC 
have  fat  juft  twenty-three  hours  and  a  half; — - 
fiirelyy  if  fome  people  were  to  hear  thee,  they 
would  iay  as  the  giddy  multitude  did  of  IVter 
and  John,  fbaS  they  were  full  of  new  wine.  As  for 
thy  body  having  loft  its  appetic?  is  no  wonder; 
the  body  and  foul  are  clofcly  united,  and  both 
ihterefini  in  the  covenant  of  grace.  If  the  foul 
is  burdibned,  the  countenance  of  ^  die  body  will 
proclaina  it ;  the  knees  will  tremble  under  its 
burden^ .  and  the  whole  animal  fiame  will  feel 
the  efifads  of  it.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  if  the 
foul  be  enrapt  in 'the  vifion*  of  faith,  as  Paul 
was,  it  is  fo  forgotten  that  the  foul  cannot  relate 
whether  the  body  was  in  the  company  or  not ;  and 

E  4  when 


when  the  foul  is  indulged  with  the  fmiles  of  God, 
the  body  will  forget  both  its  wants  and  its  in- 
firmitiesy  as  Elijah  did  when  his  body  failed  forty 
days,  after  the  angels  had  entertained  him  under 
the  juniper  tree  -,  or  like  Abraham,  who^  at  almoft 
an  hundred  years  old^  ran  to  the  tent  and  ordered 
an  entertainment  for  the  beft  gueft  that  ^ever  vifited 
the  world. 

David  certainly  had  fome   meaning  when  •he 

faid.  My  heart  and  myflejb  crieth  out  for  the  living 

Gody  Pfalm  Ixxxiv.  a  i  and,  on  the  other  hand,  the 

terrors  of  God  on  his  foul  made  the  beauty  of  his 

body  to  conjume  away  like  a  moih.  Pfalm  xxxix.  1 1. 

But  I  fliall  proceed  to  give  my  dear  brother  fome 

account  of  the  dealings  of  God  with  me,    and 

I  Ihall  do  it  with  pleafurej  for  I  never  find  my 

fpirit  more  in  its  element  than  when,  like  David; 

I  am  telling  others  who  fear  God,    what  be  bath 

done  for  my  Joul^  Pfalm  Ixvi.  x6.     And  indeed  I 

think  this   is  doing  the  work  of  an  evangelift» 

much  more  than   relating  what   we  have   done 

for  God. 

In  my  younger  days  I  was  one  of  a  melancholy 
turn  of  mind,  and  was  kept  in  perpetual  bondage 
through  the  fear  of  death ;  and  at  ceruin  fcafbns 
I  was  rather  devotional,  after  the  manner  of  the 
Jews,  but  very  ignorant  of  the  nature  and  being 
of  Jehovah.  Nor  did  I  ever  righdy  confider 
his  omniprefence,  his  univerfal  providence,  his 
care  for,  nor  his  government  of  the  world,  until 

the 
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Ae  great  flir  was  made  in  Ifrael  about  David, 
the  fon  of  Jeffc,  killing  the  Goliah  of  Gath.    The 
report  of  that  wonderfiil  aft  forcibly  ftruck  me ; 
the   thoughts    of  his  formidable  and  panoplyed 
antagonift,  and   the   unarmed    (tripling  (I  mean 
David)  going  againft  him  with  no  other  armour 
than  faith  in  God,  whom  he  fo  often  ftyles  the 
ihield  of  his  helps  furely,  he  was  clad  with  zeal  for 
the  Lord  God  of  Ifrael,'  as  with  a  cloak.     His 
bold  .declaration  to  his  formidable  adveriary,  and 
the  wonderful  event  that  juftified  his  conBdenc 
prcdidion,   wrought  wonderfully   upon  me,  and 
efiefhiaDy  brought  me  to  believe,  verify  that  then 
is  a  God  tbatju^etb  in  the  earth. 

From  that  time  I  was  led  to  watch  narrowly 
the  hand  of  God  with  that  eminent  man  ;  and  in 
my  heart .  faid,  as  Ruth  did  to  Naomi,  Thy  people 
fiall  be  nry  people^  and  tby  God  my  God.  J  faw 
him  in  fo  bleifisd  a  (bite,  and  fo  vifibly  defended 
and  upheld  by  the  Almighty,  that  at  times  I 
was  provoked  to  jealoufy,  and  fecretly  envied 
him  his.  happinels,  yet  would  have  given  all  the 
world  for  a  part  or  lot  in  David's  God,  whom  he 
fo  often  ftyles  the  portion  of  his  foul. 

jibimaaz.  You  bring  many  things  to  my 
ihind; — but  to  break  in  upon  your  warm  con* 
verfation  would  extinguifh  the  glowing  fervour 
of  your  fpirit;  go  on,  my  brother,  I  am  all 
attention. 

Cujbi.    I  foon  heard  of  Saul's  hatred  to  David, 

of 
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of  his  cruel  jealoufy,  and  of  his  attempting  tq 
him  i  and  feme,  who  were  very  much  attached  to 
Saul^  jeprefented  David  in  a  bad  Jight,  and  took 
the  part  of  Saul  as  one  appointed^  anointed^  and 
fet  up .  by  God  himfelf  to  be  king  over  IfraeL 
Thefe  things. at  times  ftaggered  me}  and  £>avid^s 
killing  the  FhiliftitKs^  and  fcaiping  three  hundred 
of  them,  in  order  to  obtain  Sa\jl*s  daughter  for  his 
"wiffj  was  very  puzzling  to  me.  But  I  ftill  oblerved 
that  the  protefting  and  delivering  hand  of  God  was 
evidently  with  him. 

Jonathan,  who  I  believe  was  a  good  man,  his 
tender  regard  for  David>  his  efpoufing  his  caufbj 
and  expofing  himfelf  to  all  the  rage  and  malice 
of  his  father,  and  loving  him  as  his  own  foul>  often 
brought  me  to  believe  tliat  there  was  a  divine 
union  between  them;  and  indeed  before  ever  I 
obtained  boldnefs  to  fpeak  to  the  fweet  Pialmift 
of  Ifraelj  I  fek  fontetbing  of  die  fame  hleHed 
unction  on  my  own  foul.    One  thing  greatly  ooa* 
founded  me>  and  that  was  David*«  going  down  to 
the  cave  of  AduUam,  and  appearing  at  the  head 
of  fucti  a  let  of  vagrants  i^9r  all  that  voen  in 
diftrejs^  and  all  that  Wire. in  dibt^  and  all  that  wen 
difconUntid,  they  gathered  them/elves  unto  him^  and 
he  became  a  '  captain  over  them,     i  Sanfi.  xxii.  «• 
This  I  could  iiot  eafily  get  over,  that  fuch  a  fet  of 
men  ihould  join  themfelveg  to  him  ;  -  and  that  a  fa* 
vouritc  of  heaven  Ihould  put  himfelf  as  commander 
in*  chief  at  the  head  of  fuch  a' ragged  regiment. 

But 
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But  i^viien  Saiil's  awful  apaftafy  from  God  was 

made  known,  of  his  feeking  to  die  witch  of  Endor 

lor  relief  and  qouafel^  of  the  hand  of  God  chat 

inent  out  againft  him,  of  the  miierable  end  that 

fa£  made,  togedicr  with  the  wonderful  ddi^er^ 

ances  that  God  wrought  for  David,  of  Samuel's 

attachment  to  him,  of  the  bcft  of  faints  loving 

hiif),  and  of  the  almighty  power  of  God  that 

levelled  all  his  enemies,  and  exalted  him  on  the 

throne    of  lirael,  in  ipite   of  all   pppofition,   I 

was  fb  confirmed  in  the  feithflilne/s  and  truth  of 

David's  God,  that  an  invifiblc  power  led  me  to 

one  greater  than  David  $  and  a  fudden  thox:^^ 

ftruck  me  that  David  was  an  eminent  type  of 

the  much  de&red  and  long  looked  for  Mefliah» 

who  is  the  only  fovereign  of  Ilraeli  David's  ibn^ 

and  David's  Lord. 

This  divine,  dictator  led  my  mind  forth  to 
traverfe  David's  life  and  coodud,  as  reprefenting 
the  life  of  one  greater  5  and  from  that  time  I 
traced  all  up  to  David's  antietype,  and  there  my 
mifconftrudions  were  rectified,  and  all  my  doubt3 
refolved. 

I  confidered,  firft,  his  defcent  from  a  low  family, 
his  mean  calling  as  a  (hepherd,  his  ruddy  counU-^ 
nance^  x  Sam.  xvL  1 2  j  his  being  hut  a  ftripUng^ 
xvii.  56 ;  and  his  (lender  legs,  Pfalm  cxlvii.  10 ;  all 
typical  of  him  that  was  ib  long  foretold^  who  was 
to  be  fairer  than  the  children  of  men^  Pfalm  xlv.  2, 
and  called  the  woman's  feed.     David's  effeminate 

appearance. 
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^ppesLTMce,  and  mafculine  exploits,  led  me  to 
contemplate  peipetually  on  the  mighty  deeds  that 
were  to  be  performed  in  future,  by  one  whole 
appearance  would  be  altogether  as  unheroic  as 
that  of  David^s.  David's  killing  the  Philiftines 
to  obtain  a  wife,  led  me  to  confider  what  the 
promifed  Mefllah  had  done  when  he  gave  Egypt 
for  our  ranfom ;  and  what  he  would  do  in  future 
in  behalf  of  this  fpoufe,  when  Ae  wicked  Jball  be  a 
ranfom  for  the  righteous^  and  the  tranjgrejfors  for  the 
tiprigbt.  Prov.  xxi.  18. 

Abimaaz.  But  you  know  that  SauPs  daughtei' 
was  not  a  gracious  woman ;  (he  was  taken  away 
from  David,  and  given  to  another,  and  how  could 
fhe  be  a  type  of  the  fpoufe  of  Chrift  ? — befides^  it 
IS  faid  that  (he  defpifed  him,  and  was  fmicten  with 
'barrenneis  for  it. 

Cufou  All  this  is  true$  yet  Michal  was  bane 
of  David's  honey  and  ftejh  of  bis  flejhy  by  marriage  i 
but  fhe  never  knew  David's  Lord,  nor  was  fhe  a 
partaker  of  David's  fure  mercies  j  yet  fhe  was,  in 
my  opinion,  a  type. 

By  virtue  of  the  union  between  the  godhead 
and  manhood  of  Chrifl,  which  took  place  at 
his  incarnation,  the  bond-womali  (I  mean  the 
whole  body  of  profeflbrs  who  are  under  the  law) 
may  fay,  that  Chrifl  is  flcfh  of  their  flefh,  and 
bone  of  their  bone,  for  he  was  born  of  a  woman, 
and  born  under  the  law.  And  indeed  on  this 
accotint  the  bond-woman  is  called  a  divorced  wife^ 

Jer. 
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Jen  liL  S.  and  jtxlgcd  pf  God  as  one  that  haa 
broken  wedlock^  £zek.  xyl:  38)  and  therefore  put 
away>   according  to   their    Itgal   covenant    that 
allows  a  divorce,  which  Ifrael  never  rightly  con-* 
fidered;  and  therefore,  being   eipoufed  only  by 
the  covenant  of  works,  their  manriage  covenant 
was  conditional,  they  broke  wedlock,  were  di-^ 
vorced  and  put  away :  and,  as  the  bond-womao 
was  not  included  in  the  covenant  of  grace,  the 
legal    covenant,   for    want   of  their   obedience^ 
afforded  them  no  more  claim  on  the  Lord  as 
an  hulband.    But  the  eleft  are  not  betrothed  to 
the  Saviour  by  the  law  of  works,  but  they  are 
betrothed  to  him  in  loving-kindnefs,  in  mercies,  and 
that  for  ever,  Hofea  ii.  19.    Thus  die. real  church 
is  not  only  bone  of  his  bone,   by  virtue  of  his 
incarnation,  but  is  made  of  one  fpirit  with  him 
by  regeneration  j  for  two  (faith  God)  fball  be  one 
fiejh^  but  be  that  is  joined  to  the  Lord  is  one  Jpirif, 
I  Cor.  vi.  16^  17.     Thus  Saul*s  daughter  was  a 
type  of  a  falfe  church,  though  not  of  a  true  one ; 
and  her  being  joined  to  another  man  fhews  the 
apoftafy  of  falie  profefTors ;  and  as  ihe  was  taken 
from  David,  fo  God  takes  away  every  fruitlefs  pro- 
feflbr — every  branch  in  me  that  beareth  not  fruit  he 
taketb  away,  and  if  they  continue  until  to  the  lafl: 
day  in  their  profellions  it  matters  not.    The  fooIi(h 
virgins  were  Ihut  out  of  the  marriage  chamber — 
none  will  enter  with  the  bridegroom  into  the  wed- 

ding 
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ding  but  thofe  that  have  oil  in  their  Teflelj  or  the 

Spirit  of  Chrift  in  their  hearts.  Matt  xxv. 

I  confidered  the  poor  diftrefled  troop  that  went 
10  the  cave  of  AduUam,  as  prefiguring  the  poor 
feiifibk  diftreifed  finners  who  become  the  fol- 
lowers of  Jefus '  Chfilt.  Thofe  that  are  difcon* 
tented  with  the  world  and  fin»  are  glad  to  Rnd 
contentment  in  a  Saviour;  and  thofe  that  are 
in  diftreis  on  account  of  fear  and  bondage,  are 
glad  to  find  relief  in  their  God;  and  all  that 
are  fenfiblc  of  thefr  debts  are  thankful  for  a  furety. 
Und,  to  be  plain,  I  found  myfelf  in  a  Spiritual 
ienfe  one  of  thifr  nuinber,  and  was  by  an  invifible 
power  led  to  follow  David's  antitype  as  fuch. 

AHimaaz.    I  beg  pardon,  my  brother,  for  break- 
ing into  your  difcoiirfe,  but  I  find  my  heart  warmed, 
and  my  mind  much  enlightened  by  what  you  lay, 
therefore  I  hope  you  will  excufe  me. — Pray  what 
do  you  think  of  David's  covenant  with  Abigail 
when  ihe  met  him  ;  and  of  his  marriage  with  hc^  } 
8he  fcemcd  to  be  one  after  his  own  heart,  both  as 
a  fcnfible  woman  and  as  a  faint  of  God.     She  pro- 
phefied  to  David,  and  fpiritualized  her  hufband's 
name,  and  applies  it  to  his  nature. — Let  not  my 
lord^  I  pray  thee,  regard  this  man  of  Belial^  even 
Nabal ;  for  as  bis  name  is^  fois  be\  Nahal  is  bis 
name^  and  folly  is  witb  bim.  i  Sam.  xxv.  25.     Do 
ofiVr  me  your  thoughts  upon  that  circumftance ; 
for  I  evidently  fee  that  there  is  a  Ipiritual  vein  of 

choice 
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choice  goTpel  that  runs  throtigh  the  whole  body  of 
divine  rcvclation. 

Cufiu  There  certainly  is;  but  in  running  of 
parallels  between  the  types  and  the  andtypes^  the 
types  ahvays  come  fhortj  and  are  but  faint  repre*^ 
rentations  of  what  is  reprefented  by  them.  What 
was  Efau's  birth-right  when  compared  to  that 
which  it  fignified;  and  what  is  David  when  com- 
pared, to  the  fruit  of  his  body^  and  his  Lord  who 
was  to  fet  upon  his  tlirone? 

Abimaaz.  True,  my  brodier;  yet  we  may 
enteitam  ourfelves,  and  open  our  own  thoughts 
to  each  other  on  the  word  of  God>  without 
ofiending  the  Almighty  Saviour,  for  he  bids  m 
JtarA  the  Jcrtptures ;  and  lays,  tbty  tefiify  of  bim: 
I  believe  the  Bible  to  be  like  its  Author ;  God  H 
a  fpirit,  and  his  word  is  fpiritual ;  for  it  is  given 
by  if^iratitm  of  God  i  and  to  handle  it  Ipiritually 
proves  a  fpiritual  difcernment,  and  makes  it  a 
^ritual  entertainment  for  the' fouls  of  believers,* 
whom  Paul  calls  fpiritual. — But  be  that  is  ffiri^ 
iualjudgetb  all  things,  yet  be  bimfelf  is  judged  of  n$ 
man.  i  Cor.  ii.  1 5.  Hofea  ix.  7, 

Cujbi.  To  legalize  the  word  of  God  to  a 
faeaven-born  foul,  is  the  way  to  obfcurc  his  evi- 
dences, and  bring  him  into  bondage  whom  the 
Lord  hath  made  free.  John  viii.  36.  The  man 
that  does  this  is  a  minifier  of  the  letter — not  of  the 
Sprit.  2  Cor.  iii.  6.  Such  a  preacher  is  <iifo« 
bedicnt  to  the  divine  command,    God  fitys.  Ho 

the 
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the  fvork  of  an  evangelijij  2  Tim.  iv*  j;  and  the 
believer  who  is  deprived  of  his  freedom  by  him 
is  difobedient  alfo ;  for  the  Spirit  fays.  Stand  faft 
w  the  liberty  wherewith  Cbriji  has  made  you  freej 
and  be  not  again  entangled  with  the  yoke  of  bondage. 

Gal.  V.  I. 

I  confidered  Abigail's  coming  to  David  as  pre* 
figuring  every  cleftcd  foul  that  Gpd  brings  tp 
his  dear  Son.  No  man  can  come  to  mcy  except  the 
Father  which  hathfent  me  draw  him.  John  vi.  44. 
Chrift,  in  the  charafter.  of  a  bridegroom,  re- 
ceiver fuch  into  fpiritual  union  with  himielf^  and 
holds  them  faft  in  the  bond  of  everlafting  love 
for  ever  i  1  am  in  my  Father^  and  ye  in  mcy  and  I 
in  you.  John  xiv.  ao.  Thus  the  Lx>rd  receives  the 
fouls  that  his  father  draws  to  him  as  his  own 
beloved  bride — He  that  hath  the  bride  is  bride-* 
groom,  John  iii.  29,  Abigail  came  to  David 
with  fpiritual  language  and  prophecy  in  her 
mouth,  and  expreffed  a  fpiritual  union  with  hinri, 
a  love  to  him,  and  predidls  his  fafety  on  earth, 
and  his  eternal  exiftence  in  the  favour  of  God; 
and  I  believe  (he  forefaw  that  herfelf  was  to  be 

his  wife. 

Obferve,  firft,  flie  comes  to  David,  as  all  fin- 
ners  do  to  Chrift,  with  a  prayer  in  her  mouth— 
/  p'ay  thee  forgive  the  trefpafs  of  thine  handmaid. 
Secondly,  (he  comes  with  a  full  perfuafion  of 
the  eftablilhment  and  fafety  of  David's  houfe,— : 
For  the  Lord  will  certainly  make  my  krd  a  fure 

houfe. 
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ioufe.     So  comes  the  finner  by  faith  to  Chrift; 

being  perfuadcd  there  is  fecurity  in  his  houfe,  and 

no  where  elfe ;  and  the  Saviour  is  called  David> 

Ezck,  xixviL  25  ^  and  his  church  is  called  the 

bf^e  of  David  to  this  day^  Zech.xii.  10.    Thirdly, 

ihe  affigns  a  rcafon  for  this,  bicaufe  my  lordfigbtetb 

tbe  battles  of  the  Lord^  even  as  Chrift  overcame 

the  world :  Tet  a  man  is  rifen  up  io  purfue  tbeCy 

and  tofetk  tiy  foul,— zs  Jud^  and  the  Pharifees 

did  the  Saviour's^     But  tbe  foul  of  my  lord  fhall  he 

bound  in  ihe  bundle  of  life  witb  ibe  Lord  thy  God-^ 

as  reprefeAting  the   union   between  the  Saviour's 

human  nature  and  his  godhead.     !/tnd  the  fouls  of 

thine  enemies,  them  JhaU  be  fling  out  as  out  of  tbe 

middle  of  a  fling  i — ^as  the  Saviour  will  one  day  caft 

away  the  enemies  of  his  crofs. 

Thus  Ihe  came  to  David  with  Ipiritdal  Idn-i 
guage  5  and  every  one  that  bath  learned  of  the 
Father  Comeib  unto  me  (fays  Chrift).  Rabbit  thou 
art  the  fon  of  Godi  thou  art  the  king  of  Ifrael 
(laith  Nathaniel),  ^hou  art  Chrift  the  Son  of  God 
(fays  Peter).  Fleftf  and  blood  bath  not  revealed 
this  unto  thee  (fays  the  Saviour),  but  my  Father 
iobicb  is  in  heaven.  Abigail  now  conckides  with 
a  pcrluafion  of  the  king's  exaltation,  and  a  petition 
in  her  own  faVour  i  Jnd  itflbdll  eome  io  pafsy  when 
tbe  Lard  Jhall  have  done  to  my  lord  according  to  all 
tbe  good  that  he  hathfpoken  concerning  thee,  andfloall 
have  appointed  thee  ruler  over  Ifrael  \  as  Chrift 
was  CO  be  afterwards  upon  ihe  throne  of  David,  to 

F  order 
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erder  ii  and  efia^hlih  it  mtb  juftice  and  judgment  for 

ever^  Ifaiah  ix.  7  j  but  whtn  the  Lord  Jball  kavt 

dMlt  rvill  with  snjf  lord^  then  rememher  thine  band^ 

maid:  as  the  poor  thief  upon  the  ero&  faid  unto 

the  Saviour,  I/frd^  remember  mc  wbe»  tbou  comefi 

iftto  thy  kingdom.     The  anfwer  that  Abigail   got 

contains  a  blefling  on  the  Lord  for  bis  goodnefs^ 

a  bleflTmg  on  Abigail  whom,  the  Lord  had  fent,  and 

a  cordial  acceptance  of  her  pcrfon ;  And  Bavid/ai^ 

to  Abigail^  BleJJed  be  fh^  Lord  God  of  IfraeU  xabiek 

fent  thee  this  day  to  mo ;  and  bleffed  be  thouj  which" 

b^ft  kept  me  this  day  from  coming  tofied  bloody  and 

from  avengfng  my/elf  with  my  own  band.     So  David 

received  of  her  hand  that  which  fje  had  brought  himy 

and  faid  unto  her.  Go  up  in  peace  to  thine  houfe  ;  fee^ 

I  have  hearkened  to  thy  voioe^   dnd  accepted  tkf 

^(?».  rSaai.Mv.3j,    Thefe  Wcffing*  may  typify 

ihe  bleffings  die  Lord  gave  on  the  moiint.  David's 

not  avenging  himfclf,  fliews  how  the  Saviour  left 

his  Father  to  take  away  Judas,  and  every  other 

branch  in  him  that  beareth  not  fruit i  and  thirdly, 

it  fhcws  the  prevalent  interceflion  which  believing' 

fouls  make  for  the  wicked  j — as  Abraham's  inter- 

ceffion  for  Lot  wd  the  inhabitants  of  Sodom  was 

a  Haying  of  the  Lord's  hand,  for  a  time,  from  the 

four  cities  of  the  plain ;  and  as  Abigairs  intercefnon^ 

kept  the  fword  of  David  from  Nabal  and  aH  hi4 

houfe. 

Ahimaaz.    It  is  faid  of  Abigail,  that  fhe  wat 
et  wmM  of  good  underftandinj^  and  of  a  beautiful 

countenances 
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i^tdtHdiUi ;  hit  the  wkht  fifas  cbur^  and  evil  U  hii 
Jmngs.  I  Sam.  xxr.  3.  I  wonder  that  a  graciotisr 
woman  ilhould  fidmnt  to  be  ib  tmequallj  joked  to^ 
geiber  with  an  unbeliever  i  and  tfpeciaiiy  wkh  fuck 
aia  evii  cburl  as  he  waSif 

O^ii  We  are  all  as  clofely  wedded  to  lie  law, 
ta  a  covenant  of  works,  as  (be  wa&  to  Nabal ; 
and  the  kw  b  as  cborlifli  as  ever  Nabal  inias ;  for 
k  not  bnljr  threatens  us  with  the  tatg^r  of  God« 
but  with  bell  ^o;  bence  it  is  faid  to  be  aft 
iidveffsrj/,  Luke  xii.  58,  aod  agaiujl  us,  CoL  ii^  14^ 
And  as  Abigail  was  barren  to  Nabsily  fo  is  the 
finner  to  God  uiider  the  law ;.  but  when  Nabat 
was^deady  then  fhe  married  David  So  when 
we  fee  the  law  to  be  a  kilUng  leiter^  and  that  it 
cannot  g^ve  life  or  fruitftdnefs^  GaL  in.  2i>  then 
^t  may  gp  and  be  efpoiifed  to  &e  fpiritual 
Davidi  who  is  to'  bi  tf  prince  fot  ever^  Ezek« 
xxxvil:  25,  as  Abigail  was  to  typical  David.  Paul 
is  very  plain  upon  this :  Kntrnf  ye  noi^  brethren 
(for  I  /peak  to  them  ikat  know  the  law),  beat 
that  the  law  bath  domimcn  over  a  man  as  long  as  he 
livetbf  For  the  woman  which  bath  an  bu/band  is 
bound  by  the  law  to  her  bujband  fo  long  as  he  liveth  ^ 
but  if  the  bujband  be  dead^  fi>e  is  kofedfrom  the  law 
of  her  bujband ;  Jo  tbtUi  if  while  her  bujband  liveth 
fie  be  married  to  anotbir  man,  fie  fiall  be  called  oH 
adulter ejs  i  but  if  her  hufiand  be  dead  fie  is  free  from 
that  law  J  Jo  that  fie  is  no  adultere/s  though  ft>e  be 
married  to  another  man.     Wherefore,  n^  brethren. 

Fa  ye 
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ye  al/b  are  become  dead  to  tht  law  hy  the  body  of 
ChHfti  that  ye  Jhould  be  married  to  another^  even 
tb  bim  who  is  rai/ed  from  the  dead^  that  we  Jhould 
bring  forth  fruit  unto  God*  Rom.  vii.  i,  2,  3,  4. 

Ahimaaz.     David  certainly  was  a  mofl:  eminent 
type  of  the  Mcffiah ;  and  bieffed  be  God  I  can 
fee  a  deal  of  choice  gofpcl  mattcf  and  experience 
where  I  never  cxpcfted  to  find  any ;  and  I  find 
that  the  humble  approach  6f  Abigail  to  David,,  her 
interceflion  for  her  houfehold.  Kfer  humble  petition 
for  herfelf,  her  free-will  ofifering  to  feed  his  fol- 
lowers, and  her  earned:  defirc  of  being  remembered 
in  future  by  him,  tallies  with  my  *own  experience ; 
for  I  could  have  put  my  mouth  in  the  dufi^  if  fo  be 
there  might  be  hope  for  itie  in  the  dear  Redeemer. 
Lam.  iii.  29.     And  I  wreftled  hard  with  the  Lord 
for  my  friends  alfo,  as  fhe  did  for  hers ;  and  as  for 
the  followers  of  Chrift,  I  took  pleafure  in  relieving 
them  when  I  could  j  and,  like  unto  her,  I  then 
begged,  and  ftill  beg  to  be  rctnembered  in  future 
by  the  Lord;  and  I  am. fore  I  have  often  obtained 
as  fwcet  an  anfwer  from  David's  Lord,  as  fhe  did 
from  David  j  and  fbmc  of  the  fame  words  in  it. 
Go  in  peace^  I  have  accepted  tbee^  has  often  been  a* 
fenfible  anfwer  to  my  prayers. 

If  David  was  fo  fweet  a  type  of  the  Mefliah, 

then  his  ambafladors,  that  he  fcnt  to  great  Nabal 

in  his  name,  muft  be  typical  of  the  ambaffadors  of 

Chrift ;  for  they  faid  to  Nabal,  Peace  be  unto  all 

that  thou  bajt.    And  this  agrees  with  the  Saviour's- 

meffagc 
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sieflage  lent  by  liis  amba0adors :  Jnto  wbaffoevef 
koufeyou  enter ^  fay ^  Peace  he  to  this  bou/e\  and  if  the 
San  of  Peace  be  tbere^  your  peace  fhall  come  upon  it^ 
and  tkere  abide j  eating  and  drinking  fucb  tbings  as 
are  Jet  before  you.  lyukc  x.  5,  6,  7.    What  do  you 
think"  of  this  ?  do  not -you  think  it  is  right  ?  for 
they  were  to  carry  peace  from  David,  and  receive 
▼idhials  froni  Nabal,  but  he  gave  them  none.      '  ^ 
-    Cujbi.     I  think  ymi  are -very  right;  and  they 
fared  juft  as  many  of  the  Lord*s  ambafladors  do  in 
our  days ;  they  neither  receive  their  meflage^  nor 
s^rd  them  relief,  but  impioufly  rail  on  them  as 
Nabal  did,  aiking,  IVbo  is  David  ?  fhall  I  give  my 
viStuds  unto  men  v^hcm  I  know  not  wbence  tbey  be  ? 
Thus  he  fent  the  ambafladors  away,  bath  exr^ty 
and  aihamed.     But  what  was  the  confequencei 
why  you  lee  that  the  mefiage  of  peace  was  received 
by  a  daughter  of  peace,  jiam/rly  Abigail  -,  and  tbi, 
Jword  was  dratvn  agaivfi  every  male  in  all  tbe  boufe^ 
I  Sam.  XXV.  13.  aa.     And  though,  by  the-  interr 
.ceflion  of  thp  daughter  of  peace  the  fword  was 
Iheathed  for  a  time,  yet  tbe  Lord  God  of  recompenfes 
will  furely  requite.  Jcr.  li.  56.     And  that  nriany  of 
our  leg^  felf- righteous  worldlings  will  find,  pne 
day  or  other,  as  Nabal  and  I&ael  of  old  did^  whca 
there  will  be  no  fbn  or  daughter  of  peape  )eft  to 
Jland  in  tbe  gap.    Abigail's  interccfpon  prolonged 
Nabal's  life  but  a  few  days ;  and  Ifrael  of  old,  at 
one  time»  found  no  interceflbr^  and  confequently 
no  rcfpitct    /ind  tbe  Lord  God  of  tbeir  fatbers  fent 
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H  ibm  hy  bis  mefftngers  rjfii^  tip  helimes  andjtfnlmg^ 
^ica^fe  be  bad  eompaJHon  on  bis  feopk  and  $n  bis 
dP^JUng-^Uce ;  buf  ibey  mocked  the  mefengers  of 
God,  and  d^pifed  bis  words^  and  mifufed  bis  propbtU^ 
nniU  ibe  wraib  qf  tbe  Lprd  aroje  agennfi  bis  pecpk% 
HU  tbere  w4s  no  remedy y  a  Chron.  xxxvi.  15^  i6» 
Even  ib  the  Saviour  wil)  one  day  punilh  the  coyie^ 
tous  worldlings  as  Cod  punilhed  Nabal.  I  was  am 
bnngered  and  you  gave  me  no  mMt  i  this  was  the 
crime  of  Nabal,  who  ccfu&d  t6  reliere  the  Lord'a 
anointed ;  and  as  David's  wrath  was  kindled  fo^^ 
the  coqtempt  of  his  meflagc;  and  the  iodigoicy 
done  to  his  fervants,  lb  will  the  Lord  faj»  jis  y^ 
did  is  not  unto  tb(/e  my  iresbren  ye  did  is  noi  untp 
me  I  and  tbefe  findl  go  away  into  overlaying  punijbr 
mens.  Matt,  ^x v.  46. 

Jbinuiaz*  I  fee  that  every  part  of  God's  word 
Ss  pregnant  wjth  divine  inftrudton,  and  afibrds  the 
child  of  God  fwect  entertainment;  but  David's 
ineflengers  met  with  better  treatment  when  they 
went  to  efpoule  Abigail  to  D^id :  (he  Q*eated 
them  with  the  greatcft  civility  5  thpy  did  not  go 
home  afhamed  as  before. 

Cujbi.  And  fo  will  all  the  Lord's  fervants  be 
treated  by  the  eleft,  who,  as  Paul  iays,  they  are 
fent  to  efpouje  to  tbe  pne  bujband^  tbat  tbey  may 
pre/ent  tbem  as  cbafte  virgins  to  Cbrift.  a  Cdr.  ii.  2. 

Thus  I  have  (hewed  thee,  my  brother,  by  what 
way  I  was  led  ^t  firft,  namely,  by  obferving  the 
good  hand  of  the  |l^rd  upon  another,  even  David, 

as 
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as  many  others  have  done  lince.     From  thefc  ob- 
ifcrvations  I  was  brought  to  an  acquaintance  with 
David,  and  to  enjoy  an  union  with  him ;  and  in 
dftie  I  became  one  of  his  me^fengers  after  he  was 
eftahliflied  on  the  throne  of  Ifrael,  and  continued 
with  him  all  the  dme  that  Abfalom*s  confpiracy 
was  carried  on  againft  hlm«  and  even  to  his  death. 
I  was  mih  the  army  of  David  when  the  rebels 
were  *defeated  in  the  tootfd  of  Epbraim.    a  Sam. 
xviii.  6.    And  I  was  lent  by  Joab,  the  king's  com- 
mander, to  bear  tidings  to  the  citizens  of  Mahanaim 
of  the  death  of  the  confpiratoTy  and  of  the  defeat  of 
the  rebels.  2  Sam.  xviii.  21.    But,  alas  \  it  happened 
CO  me,  as  it  has  done  to  many  more ;  i  began  to 
be  lifted  up  in  my  office  i  I  thought  if  fp  great  a 
thing  to  be  a  meflenger  of  the  lordy  anointed ; 
and  indeed  fo  it  was,  for  God  evidently  blefled  and 
profpered  every  faithful  friend  that  David  had  :  but, 
to  nly  ihame,  I  forgot  myfelf,  and  my  bountiful 
Benefaflor  alfo,  who  had  brought  me  not  only  to 
be  a  loyal  fubjtfft  of  David,  but  a  fubjcft  jof  a  fpi- 
ritual  and  an  everlafting  kingdom ;  nor  did  I  daily 
acknowledge,  as  I  ought  to  have  done  (and  as  I 
ufed  to  do),  the  good  hand  of  God  with  me,  which 
had  fixed  my  f!at!on  fo  nigh  the  king's  peribn. 
My  firfl  backfliding  ftep  was  ingratitude ;  and  the 
next  fin  which  always  attends  it  is  remifTnefs  in 
duty,  and  this  leads  to  carnal  fecurity,  and  theie 
procured  my  wretched  fall,  which  foon  followed  i 
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for,  as  Solomon  fays,  a  haughty  Jpirit  gpes  before 
a  fall. 

Ahimaaz.  The  dealings  of  God,  bodi  in  pro* 
vidence  wd  grace,  have  been  wonderful  with  you 
indeed  j  and  one  would  think  that  a  foul  {o  deeply 
imprefled  with  a  fenfe  of  divine  goodnefs,  and  daily 
cpmpaf&d  about  with  fuch  viiible  difplays  of  the 
tender  care  and  rich  mercy  of  God,  could  never 
become  fo  infenlible  and  ungrateful  i  but,  alas,  I 
know  by  (ad  experience,  that  the  heart  is  deceitful 
above  all  things^  and  defperafely  wicked^  who  caji 
know  it  ?  Jer.  xvii.  9. 

But  pray,  what  was  your  fall,  my  brother  ?  for  I 
long  to  compare  notes  with  you,  for  J  have  bj^en 
down  myfelf,  as  fhall  be  related  before  we  part^  if 
God  permit  and  you  approve,  for  I  am  neither  tired 
nor  hungry,  nor  do  I  believe  I  fhall  if  I  fit  here  al} 
the  week. 

■ 

Cujhi.  Why,  as  I  grew  proud  and  felf-fufficient, 
I  grew  independent  of  God^  and  neglefted  prayer  i 
this  gradually  brought  deadnefs  and  barrennefs  ofi 
my  foul,  and  ponfequently  I  became  dry  and  unr 
favory  in  my  converfation ;   fome  of  the  king's 

devotional  friends  began  to  flight  pie  on  this  ac- 
count, and  when  J  perceived  this  I  began  to  fhun 
the  moft  fpiritual  part  of  the  royal  houfehold,  and 
to  cleave  to  them  who  were  but  half-hearted  tp 
David  ;  and  this  led  mc  to  afTociate  with  fome  whp 
fccredy  favoured  the  houfe  of  Saul.    This  alienadpn 
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of  affeAion  from  David  alienated  my  affedHons  from 
David*s  God  alfo  $  the  man  that  hates  the  faints  of 

« 

God  in  his  heart  can  find  no  communion  with  God 
himfelf ;  be  Shai  batetb  bis  hrotber  ahidetb  in  dark-- 
mjs^  and  if  he  does,  he  cannot  fiqd  his  way  to  God. 
From  this  time  J  felt  an  hatred  rife  in  my  h^jut 
againft  the  Lord's  anointed,  and  againft  his  nood 
loyal  friend^  \  apd  when  I  have  heard  the  king  exu]( 
and  triumph  in  the  difcriminating  favour  of  God 
towanjs  him,  I  was  inwardly  galled  at  it,  and  eipe- 
ciaUy  on  recoUedbing  that  Ipeech  which  he  made 
to  his  wife  Michal,  //  was  before  tbe  Lord^  wbicb 
cbo/e  me  before  thy  father^  and  before  all  bis  boufe^ 
tp  appoint  me  ruler,  over  tbe  people  of  tbe  Lord^  over 
Jfrael ;  therefore  I  will  play  before  tbe  Lord,  a  Sam. 
yL  2T.  I  ih^l  not  relate  the  wretched  conftru£tion 
that  my  wicked  mind  put  upon  the  words,  but  I 
found  an  enmity  rife  in  my  heart  againft  him ;  nor 
could  1  rejoice  in  his  rapturous  fpeeches,  and  hea- 
venly acclamations,  as  I  formerly  had  done.  I  found 
the  words  of  pious  Job  to  be  true — Envy  flays  tbe 
filly  one.  Job  v.  2.  But  the  circumftance  that  wound 
my  jealoufy  and  envy  up  to  the  height  was  David's 
puing  up  tbe  five  Jons  of  Saul  to  tbe  Gibeonitesy  to  be 
banged  on  the  mountain  of  Gilboa.  2  Sam.  xxi. 

Thus  my  love  waxed  cpld  to  David,  and  I  con- 
fequently  loft  my  fweet  fellowfbip  with  his  God  1 
and  all  by  a  falfe  fpirit.  "I  alfo  juftified  in  my 
heart  the  conduft  o(  Rizpab,  tbe  daughter  ofAjab^ 
ipben  fbe  took  fackclotb  andjpread  it  for  her  upon 

tbe 
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the  n^  from  tkf  h^nin^  ofbdrvejt  until  V)atct 
itopfed  upon  them  out  tfbtavtn^  andjuffered  neither  the 
tirds  of  heaven  to  refi  on  their  bodies  iy  daj^  nor  tbt 
leafts  ef  the  field  by  night,  a  Sam,  xxi.  lo.  AU  my 
febellion  was  IcTdled  at  God  himfelC  who  had  left 
Saul,  but  fwore  to  David  that  he  would  never  leaye 
him.  Wo  be  to  chat  man  that  kno^iringly  efpoufes 
an  lAtcreft  that  God  has  Uafted  s  this  was  my  fin^ 
and  I  paid  dear  for  it ;  I  z&td  contrary  to  th^ 
vilible  teftimony  of  God^  which  juftificd  the  king  i 
J^$r  David*s  /ervants  performed  all  that  the  king 
eonmanded^  and  the  Lord  was  intreatedfor  the  lani^ 
%  Sam.  xxi.  14* 

Who  could  ever  think  that  there  could  be 
fuch  deception  as  this  in  a  veflel  of  mercy  ?  That 
tB  heart  once  in  union  with  the  £iints,  and  en*>^ 
flamed  with  love  tX3  God,  could  ever  be  ibi 
damped  in  affedion,  both  to  God  and  his  &mily^ 
as  to  feel  a  fenfible  enmity  againft  both,  and  be 
prejudiced  in  favour  of  apoftates  ?  But,  as  my  royal 
mafter  fays.  What  is  man  ? 

Jbimaaz.    And  pray  iiow  did  the  Lord  deliver 
Aee,  my  brother  ? 

CuJhL  The  death  of  David  (hocked  my  very 
ibul,  and  awfully  alarmed  my  confcience;  and 
>hc  report  of  his  laft  dying  words.  Although  my 
houfe  he  not  Jo  with  God^  yet  be  hath  made  with  me 
an  rverlafiing  covenant^  ordered  in  all  things  and  Jure  5 
for  this  is  all  myfalvation^  and  all  my  defire^  2  Sam, 
zzjii.  5,  extorted  Balaam's  confcflioQ  from  mjr 

hearty 
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Lti  me  die  tbi  death  of  the  figbums^  mdk^ 
99  1(4^  €nd  he  Rhe  biu  Num.  xziii  la  I  Ipqa 
£^  tShe  lofs  of  die  fwcet  Pialmift  of  Ifixl :  su4 
finind,  by  woAil  ejsperience^  >what  a  dreadiul 
^hiug  k  is  to  cbnilh  cninity  agaioft  a  £ivourite 
of  hcstvtn  whom  God  is  deiiemiined  to  bids.  Bu( 
in  readiiag  917  niyai  mafier's  writings,  whicl^ 
jGod  was  pkaled  to  bkfs^  I  felt  my  ibul  rerifited 
wkh  the  blefllngs  of  real  repentance  for  my  paft 
fiJij,  (or  whidi  |  muft  CFer  remain  a  debtor  to 
the  naudmtgpMc  lore  of  God.  I  ibaod  mf 
mind  fit  for  nodiing  but  £knt  folicude,  ai^ 
^erefbre  I  (ook..Dayid*s  book  of  Ffalms  in  mjr 
Jumd,  and  determined  do  tread  in  all  tbe  foot« 
fteps  (if  poinble)  that  he  had  gone  i  aod  vdien  I 
caane  to  ^y  (pot  where  he  had  been  viiiced  by 
jtjbe  Lord,  and  delivered  from  any  pardcular 
trottUcy  my  fool  felt  itich  an  unutterable  love  m 
him  as  cannot  be  exprefled/  indeed  I  never 
)cnew  his  worth  till  I  felt  my  lois.  And  verily 
God  made  me  feel  all  that  I  read  qf  his  writings, 
juft  as  if  it  was  all  my  own  experience ;  /urefy 
ibis  is  going  forsb  ky  tbt  /eo0eps  of  the  flodu 
Song  i.  8. 

I  went  and  wept  over  his  fepulchre  by  the 
hour,  and  felt  an  afiefUon  to  his  remains,  as  I 
believe  the  Heeping  duft  of  Samuel  and  other 
holy  prophets  had  often  afibt^kd^avid  himfelf~ 
fU  had  Sock  fUafure  in  the  Jltmes  of  Zum^  and 
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fafomud  the  duft  thereof..  Pfalm  cii.  14.  From 
cfacnce  I  xamc  iata  the  valley  of  Beca^  and  read 
what  David  iaid  of  that;  and.l  am  fure  I  en- 
joyed and  felt  every  word  of  it,  until  I  took 
his  words  as  my  own,  and  fpoke  to  my  long- 
fuffering  and  propitious  Redeemer  in  the  lan-f 
guage  of  his  eminent  type  and  faithful  fervant 
Davids  and,  through  the  fuperrabounding  and 
recovering  grace  of  my  covenant  God,   I  am 

arrived  at  Hermon.  BlefTed  be  God,  I  have  been 
now  for  fome  weeks  under  the.  fweet  teaching  of 
that  divine  inftrudbor  that  taught  me  the  path 
of  li&  at  firft,  and  God  grant  that  I  never  may 
fall,  nor  fhay  from  him  again,  neither  in  heart 
nor  in  life. 

*  Abimaaz^  Wonderful  are  the  works  of  God, 
^nd  wonderful  has  his  mercy  been  to  thee,  my 
brother ;  I  think  the  union  you  have  found  with 
David*s  ipirit  in  his  writings,  is  what  another 
means  when  he  fays,  ff^e  are  come  to  mount  Ziotiy 
to  the  heavenly  Jeru/alem^  to  an  innumerable  comfany 
€f  angels y  to  the/pirils  of  juft  men  made  per feS^  6fr. 
Heb.  xii.  21.  The  ireal  believer,  that  has  &U 
lowfhip  with  the  Father  and  the  Son,  by  the 
Holy  Ghoil,  is  of  one  ^irit  with  all  the  heavenly 
faEoily;  for  we  find  a  union  of  fentiment  with 
them — ^we  fee  as  they  faw, — and  are  in  the  fame 
path  of  tribulation  that  they  were  in, — are  ui^der 
the  mflucnce  of  the  lame  fpirit, — and  find  a  love 
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fo  thenfit  a  union  with  tKeilfi,  arid  a  hope  of 
joining  them,  and  enjoying  their  company  toatf 
eternity. 

Cujhi.  It  certainly  is  the  apoftle's  nlefaning; 
for  vft  dre  united  to  the  fame  head  of  Ihfluencc' 
diat  glorified  fo«ls  enjoy  abb^^e;  thete  is  btst  one^ 
bleiied  Spirit  thait  unites  the;  eleA  family  both 
of  heaven  and  earth  to  one  head)  only  we  kave^ 
but  the  firft-fruits  of  the  Spirity  Rom.  viii.  aj,« 
while  they  enjoy  the  inheritance  of  the  faints  in 
Ul^ty  A&5  xxvi.  1 8 ;  for,  as  a  good  man  fays^  C^race 
is  glory  begim  below,  and  glory  is  grace  in  per-^ 
feftion.  But  let  me  hear  a  littk  of  die  dealings 
of  God  with  thee,  my  brother. 

Ahimat^^*    Pray  do  not  you  know  me  ? 

Cufhi.    No,  not  that  I  recolleft. 

Ahimaax.  Do  not  you  remember  a  perfon  that 
prefled  ^pon  Joab  to  carry  tidings  after  the  death 
of  Ab&lom,  when  the  rebels  were  routed  in  the 
ivoods  of  Epbraim  t 

Cujhi.  Yes,  I  do,  his  name  waCs  Ahimaaz,  a  (refli-^ 
coloured  young  man.  He  was  one  that  broughe 
die  wretched  counfel  of  Ahithophel  to  David. 
'  Abimaa^.  You  are  right ;  and  I  am  the  man. 
Hujhai  the  Archite  fent  me  with  tidings' to  the  kingy 
2  Samuel  xvii.  14,  and  I  was  obliged  to  ftay  by 
EnrogaU  the  king's  gardens,  for  fear  of  being  taken  by 
Abfalom* s  Jpies  I  and  at  laft  I  was  hid  in  a  well  by  a 
good  woman  who  was  a  lover  of  David.  2  Sam.  xvii. 
17,  i9,  19, 

Cujhi, 


(    7»    ) 

O^L  WhjT  :^ou  are  mti^h  akcred  fince  thu^ 
time. 

jO^maaz.  Yes;  I  have  had  a  good  dml  ta 
Bmxd>]e  me  fince  tbat^  and  bkfled  be  God  for  it  r 
for  though  I  have  been  fore Ij  affli£ted»  jtt  tt 
Jus  been  for  the  good  of  my  SoiAi  for  I  fiml 
where  ibere  aire  m>  k>ni»aird  nor  Mitward-  trials 
fhere  is  ho  growth  iii  graces  bw  when  once  m 
beart  has  been  dK»Mugh]]r  humbkd»  z  fiftle  crd&' 
vill  bring  it  low. 

Ct^i.  1  am  glad  at  m^  heart  it  ioe  thee ^  mj 
brother ;  and  efpecially  to  find  thee  a  lover  of  the 
great  and  bkfSDd  Mefliah. 

Abimaaz.  l^bt  more  glad  than  I  am  to  foe 
fhee»  and  e^eciallj  eo  find  t^  4  Jcrih  fi  ^clt 
infiruaed^ 

Cufiu  Bat  do  t(itl  me  how  thou  cameft  ac- 
quainted With  David  at  firft^  for  I  aknoft  foi^t 
Aec  I  for,^  to  the  beft  of  my  remembrance^  thoir 
didft  not  abide  long  in  the  king's  fcrrifcej  nor 
do  I  remember  Ac  caufe^  nor .  the  time  of  thy 
going  out, 

Jbimaax^  My  father's  fiams  was  Zadcky  d  pri0 
md  a  Levite^  %  Sam.  xv.  34$^  and  he  received  ^ 
charge  from  David  to  carry  ihe  ark  ffomfilhwing 
him  back  to  the  eity,  ver.  25.  My  fether  being  » 
pric&t  and  a  Levite^  he  was  much  in  favoui*  wtdv 
the  king ;  and  indeed  David  fometimes  (tiled  hiixr. 
a  fecr  or  prophet ;  and  therefore,  as  David's  con- 
fidanty  he  fent  him  back  as  a  (py  over  die  conipr* 
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ratiTTSt  and  I  went  withkim,  a&  yoii  road :  Tietihg 
Jmd  alfo  untB  Zadpk  thefriefty  Jrt  not  thou  a  Jur  T 
Ritum  into  the  rity  in  feate^  and  janr  tipo  jmi 
^okhyoMyjOmaaxthj  fWj  nndJmatbanthtjB^tf 
^ffiMOhar.  3  Sam.  xv.  27. 

My  beiag  the  fon  of  a  pioui  p^teft,  w  wdii  asa^ 
&6r«  I  karnt  to  talk  of  religioufi  matters  iueady  \ 
iind  being  kept  dofe  to  the  worffiip  of  the  jew% 
a3  well  a$  lo  &milf  prtfcr^  I  Wai  capable  of 
ipeaking  ki  pn^er,  and  hod  an  outfide  appear* 
itiice  of  £uifti€7i  and  indeed  thought  at  tines 
that  I  \iias  a  feal  iaiitt  and  prophet  of  God^  a$ 
well,  as  my  fether :  but,  alas  t  I  have  found  fincc^ 
&at  grace  is  not  hereditary;  it  is*  the  gift  of  God; 
and  from  God  we  muft  ncwr^  \t  for  aofifel^ear  if 
ever  we  ni%  faved^c 

Qnfifi:  All  die  principks  of  yeltgion  tha^  chiW  ^ 
^ren  learn  by  rote  from  their  parents,  be  they 
evier  ie  found,  they  wiU  give  them  all  up  when: 
<hey  are  brought  under  deep  convidions  \  and  be 
jtift  as  jelf-righteous  and  as  felfiwtUed  as  the  moft 
Ihibbom  Pharifee  iar  ihe  world,  until  God  briflg» 
them  out  of  bondage,  and  then  he  will  apply 
rhofe  wholefome  truths  ta  their  heart,  which  before 
had  only  a  lodging  in  their  h^acf. 

^imaaz.  Indeed,  my  brother,  that  is  a  ci'uc 
alTcrtion,  I  know  it  bf  eiqperience ;  whatever  doe^ 
brines  are  kiftilled  into  people^s  heads  by  men* 
will  caffly  be  drove  out  by  men,  unlefs  God  apply 
them  by  the  Holy  Ghoft. 

But, 
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But,  to  proceed :  I  was  fcnt  by  niy  father,  in 
company  with  Jonathan,  to  carry  tidings  to  David 
from  Hufhai;  and  when  we  had  delhrcred  our 
meflage  to  the  king^  I  confidered  myfdf  a  man  of 
confequence  j  firft,  as  the  Jon  of  a  fier^ — ^fecondly^ 
as  a  meffcnger  to  tht  king, — and,  thirdly,  as  a  loyal 
fuljeS  to  David  whto  fo  many  rebelled  againft 
him.  This  was  foUowied  with  the  alarming 
ddings  oi  Abitb(fpbel*s  having  banged  him/elf.  I  faw 
the  Lord  had  anfwered  David's  prayer  when  he 
faid,  O  Lsord^  turn  the  eomjel  of  Ainthophel  iMt9 
fooUftmifs  i  and  was  much  furprifed  at  the  terrible 
judgments  by  which  God  bad  anfwered  k.  I 
iecfttly  thanked  God .  in  my  heart  that  I  was  not 
like  Atdtfaophely  and  was  not  a  little  pleafed 
with  my  loyalty ;  and  truly  I  thought  myfelf  on 
the  Lord's  fide,  becaufe  I  was  with  the  Lord's 
anointed  And  indeed  this  awful  judgment  faU^ 
ing  on  fo  great  a  man;,  in  anfwer  to  David's 
fimple  prayer,  lb  fired  my  zeal,  that  I  followed 
the  king  to  Mahaluiim^  and  went  with  the  king's 
forces  againft  the  rebels ;  and  was  with  Joab 
when  Abfalem  was  flain,  and  thought:  myfelf  a 
maa  as  fo£cient  to  bear  tidings  as  any  in  Pa-- 
leftine.  I  earneffly  prefTed  upon  Joab  to  let  me 
go,  but  Joab  would  not  fend  the  tidings  by  me, 
though  I  ufed  much  importianity. 

Gujhi.  You  are  not  the  firft  man,  my  brother, 
diat  has  been  forward  at  this  worki  nor  wiU  you 
be  the  laft ;  thofe  that  have  the  feweft  tidings  to 
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bear  art  the  moft  forward  to  mn,-^nd  they  Chat 
have  nothing  \  to  fay  arc  furc  to  outrun  them  that 
navcj  but  if  ever  God  fends  them  with  tidings, 
diey  will  have  all  their  ground  to  run  over  again  y 
for  if  they  are  tru^  oieiTengers,  they  muft  go  all 
the  way  in  regeneration  which  they  went  before  in 
external  profeflion. 

Abimaaz.  True,  my  brother;  and  fo  I  have^ 
found  it  >  for  after  Joab  had  called  and  lent  you/ 
with  the  tidings,  I  was  grieved  at  it,  though  he  told 
me  that  IJbould  bear  tidings  another  day,  but  then  I 
had  no  tidings  ready  i  however^  I  importuned  him 
again  to  let  me  run  after  you,  but  he  refufed ;  but 
?  wearied  him  with  my  importunity  until  he/aid^ 
Rum  fo  I  fct  off*  iy  the  way  of  the  plain,  and  fo 
outrun  you.  a  Sam.  xviii.  1 8  to  23. . 

Cufi>i.  Ah^  that  is  often  the  cafe  now-a-days  ;* 
there  are  many  that  run  before  they  are  fent  $  and 
if  one  takes  the  path  of  tribulation,  and  the  other 
the  way  of  the  plain,  no  wonder  if  the  latter,  in  the" 
judgment  of  men,  outruns  the  forrner.  But  in  the 
eyes  of  the  Lord  it  is  hot  fo, — there  are  lajf  that' 
Jhall  befirft,  and  firjl  laft ;  fo  many  are  called  by  the 
gofpel,  but  few  chofen  of  God,  and  fewer  ftill  to 
bear  tidings.  Matt.  xx.  16.  ^he  race,  fays  the  wife 
man,  is  not  to  the  fwift,  nor  the  battle  to  tbeftrong. 
Eccl.  ix.  II.  Many  a  wife  man  has  iniftook  the 
road,  and  miffed  the  mark,  while  the  fool  has  not 
erred  in  the  path,  Ifa.  xxxv.  8  5  and  when  the  great 
fpoil  was  divided,  the  lime  have  took  the  prey.  Ifa. 
xxxiii.  aj. 
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But  pray  what  were  the  chief  motives  that  £ii 
ftrongiy  iaduced  you  to  bear  tidings  ?  for  tbc  man 
who  waits  for  ridiiig&  in  the  field  of  battle  is  in 
imminent  danger,  nor  is  be  in  fe(s  danger  when  he 
Fwis  with  tidifigs^  for  he  is  expofed  Co  the  arrows. 
of  ewpy  fcouttng  party. 

jfbimaaz.     I  have  often  obierved  that  whentfae^ 
citizens  of  Zion  have  iet  a  watchman  upon  their 
walt&y  to  ob&rve  the  approach  of  an  enemy  to  their 
liberties,  pf  ao  ambaflSidor  of  peace  £  if  the  lacoer 
has  appeared,  as  foon  as  tbc  watibman.  Itfiei  up.  bit 
VMS,  andgcvt  tbe  v>afcb^word,  Ifa^lii.  8,  the  ctti* 
zens  would  imsnediately  cliiBb  upon  the  waUsj.  and 
when  they  iaw  the  metftnger  gsdn  the  focBOut  of 
aix  luli,  they  would  cry  otic^  Haw  beautiful  upom 
tbe  mountains  are  the  feet  of  bim  Jtbat  iringetb  good 
tids9^Si  tbatpiHifl^eth  peace  ^  tbei  bringethgood  tidings 
of  goody  ibat  publijheth.  Jalvatim. ;  tbai  Jaiik  ueM^ 
Ziefiy  Tby  Cod  retgnethy  Ua^  liL  7  ;  and  as  &>Mi  as 
he  drew  fitigk  the  walb,  the  potter  would  open  tbe 
door  wiiih  feich  joy  to  fee  hira,  and  cry  out>  Comein^ 
tbcu  blejfed  of  tbe  Lordy  wbffiandefi  tbou  ^itbeut  ? 
Gen.  xxiv.  31.    And  as  foon  as  he  cameiiik^  aU  the 
inbabitanrs  of  the  city  would  fiock  round  him  from 
every  quaiTcer^  to  hi^r  what  tbe  tidings  were  %  andi 
while  he  has  0x3od  publifliing  them,  fojD^  would 
foiHe,  othersi  weep,  fome  tfiuinph^  and  tboie  couldi 
Ivutlly  keep  audience,  for  joy  i  and  when  he  has> 
ended  hia  cu^tion)  fome  have  wept  over  him»  others 
thanked  God  for  fending  hiisEi,  others  wifoing  to  bear 
the  fame  tidings  over  again  %  and^  tQ  be  ihort^  all 
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thofe  that  prized  their  liberties  have  fiiowered  the 
bleOings  of  heaven  upon  his  head.  Indeed  fome 
feWy  that  \inew  not  what  a  cidzefi*^  liberties  were 
worth,  have  gafie  »wa]r  ratJiiig  n  the  ineflenger  and 
bk  menage  both  ^  but  the  citizens  who  i^ere  frei 
nuH  fittve  f6lbwed  diem  up  with  fuch  fharp  rebuke^ 
and  have  fo  juftified  m/dam's  mtgingtr  Mi  n^effa^t^ 
that  diey  have  ikidked  v^vf  with  ^  fidlen  cdunie* 
Tkmse^  Hke  thofe  whor  once  dccufcd  tbt  adulterous 
woman  before  the  Oreat  Meffiah. 

By  thefe  obfervations  I  clearly  (aw  that  there  was 
a  double  honour  belonging  to  the  office  -,  and  I  have 
(tCTCtfy  envied  the  meflenger,  and  coveted  the  ho- 
nour of  bis  hoty  calling.  Thefe  were  my  nK)tives ; 
and  I  thought  widi  myfelf  thus : — My  father  it  a 
priefty-— I  have  good  learning,  and  can  fpeak  with 
a  more  audible  voice  than  he,  and  have  fublime 
expreflk>ns  at  command  to  convey  tidings, — and 
who  more  fit  than  I  ? 

Cu/bi.  Ah,  my  brothcf,  bat  there  is  a  power 
diac  attends  a  real  tidings- bearer  which  no  audible 
voice  can  command  ;  the  power  is  of  the  Mefljah, 
and  not  of  us ;  and  thc/e  that  honour  bm  he  will 
honour,  i  Sam.  ii.  30. 

Ahimaaz.  Blefled  be  God  I  know  that  nows 
but,  as  I  before  obfervcd,  thefe  were  my  motives; 
and  as  I  knew  the  citizens  of  Mahanaim  would  alt 
be  longing  for  ddings,  I  was  determined  to  get  their 
pratfe-;  therefore  I  ftrove  to  outrun  you,  though  I 
fweat  for  it. 

G  %  Cujbi. 
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'^Cujhi.     And  when  you  came  to  tKe  city,  prajr 
what  did  you  fay  ?  i 

jihimaaz.  Oh,  vl  made  a  poor  tale  of  it;  The 
king  /aidy  Is  the  young  man  Ahjalomjafe  ?  and  I  an-- 
Jxveredy  When  Joah  Jent  the  king's  Jervant^  and  me' 
thy  Jervant^  J' Jaw  "a  great  tumult ^  but  I  knew  not 
v:bat  it  was^i  Sam*  xviii,  ^19. 
-  Cujhi.  And  pray  how  did  the  citizens  receive 
yoU)  my  friend ;  did  they  exult  and  triumph,  and 
blefs  your  feet  for  bringing  good  tidings  ? 

-:  yfhimaaz.  No,  fer  from  itj  their  feeing  me  run 
ft)  faft  raifcd  their  expeftation  very  high ;  and  the 
watchman  crying  out,  The  ritnmng  tf  the  foremoft  is 
like  the  running  of  Ahimaaz^  the  fen  ofZadoky  2  Sam* 
xviik  27,  rarfed  it  ftill  higher,  fo  that  they  cxpefted. 
good  tidingsi  and  an  eloquent  oration  from  the  ion 
of  the  feer.  But,  alas,  ^11  their  expe6lations  were 
cut  ofF,  and  their  very  Countenances  were  ex-» 
prefiive  of  the  effc6ts  of  their  ftarving  difappoint- 
ment ;  uny  fal/e  gift, '  of  which  I  had  boajied^  was 
(as  wifdom  fays)  aMoud  and  xoind  without  rain ^ 
Prov.  XXV.  14  J  and  fo  the  citizens  found  it,  for 
they  got  neither  refrefhment  nor  hope  from  my 
tidings. 

.  CuflA.  But  I  fuppofe  you  thought  that  you  fliould 
cut  a  figure  among  them  when  you  fct  off,  did  you 
not? 

•;  Ahimaaz.  O  yes,  that  I  did  5  for  I  thought  the 
vrry  word  tidings,  and  a  few  encomiums  put  upon 
the  king,  would  be  enough  to  fct  all  the  citizens 
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in  an  ecftafy;  for  I  bad  obferved  in  die  tidings 'of 
others,  diat  many  prnife^  x>n  the  king  were  intro- 
duced, therefore  I  was  determined  not  to  k^ve 
thefe  out  ' 

Cu^L  And  did  you  cry  out  ridings^  and  praife 
the  king? 

jibimaaz.  You  may  be  fure  that  I  tried  to 
minnick  others  as  v^ell  .  as  I  could ;  I  made  a 
great  outcry,  I  bowed  .my  knees,  and  I  praifed  the 
king :  I  called  out  and /aid  to  the  king,  jUHs  welli 
i^nd  I  fell  down ,  to  the  earth  on  my  .face  before  the 
king^  and  faid^  BUffed  be  the  Lord  thy.  God,  which 
bath  delivered  up  the  men ;  that  lifted  up  their  hand 
agaifi/i  n^  lord  the  kin^.  2  Sam.  xviii.  a8  ; .  but 
when  they  began  to  enquire  into  particulars,  I  was 
obliged  to  tell  them  that  Ifaw  a  great  tumult^  but 
I  knew  not  what  it  was.  2  Sam.  xviii.  29.' 

Cujbi.  And  fuppoie  any  of  the  citizens  Jiad 
alked  you  who  fent  you^  what  (hould  you  have 
faid  to  them  i  ■        ■ 

jihimaaz.  Had  that  been  the- cafe,  1  could  not 
have  anfwered  them  at  all,  for  indeed  I. was  not 
fent;  I  only  got  leave  ofjoab  to  run  after you^  when 
indeed  my  incent  was  to  run  before  you,  and  that 
only  for  the  f^ke  of  applaufe. 

Cufbi.  The  man  that  bears  tidings,  ought  to 
fhew  both  bis  miffion  and  commiffion;  and  if  4:he 
citizens  arc  fatisfied  with  thefe,  they  will  fhtw  him 
reljpeft,  and  give  him  audience  too,  whether, hi* 
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tidings  be  dUagreeable  or  pleafing.  How  wduld^ft 
thou  have  aded  if  they  had  fcrutinized  thy  know- 
ledge of  heraldry  and  war^  by  afking  thee  what 
banners  were  dt/played  ?  Ifa.  xiii.  and  vjhzi  Jlimdards 
were  Jet  up  9  Ifa.  xlix.  22  ;  who  difcovered  their  va-^ 
lour?  2  Tim.  iv.  7 ;  and  who  their  cowardice  f  Pial* 
Ixxviii.  9;  whatperfons  deferted^  and  who  came 
over  to  the  kmg^s  ftandardf  Ifa.  Ixii.  10 ;  what 
Jtandar d'bear erf  aimed  f  Ifa.x.  18 ;  who  ftood  it  out? 
I  Cor.  xvi.  13  $  and  who  firft  broke  their  ranks?  Jod 
xi.  '^  i  who  were  taken  prilbners,  how  many  wounded^ 
A&8  ii.  37,  and  how  many  (lain  ? 

jibimaaz.  All  this  I  thought  nothing  about  1  I 
cried  out,  Jll  is  well,  dropped  upon  my  knees^ 
and  praifed  the  king  in  God*s  name ;  and  I  thought 
that  woukl  da 

But  I  was  much  abalhed  to  fee  how  the  citizens 
looked  at  me  *,  I  appeared  as  a  mere  impoftor  con- 
fininded  befi>rc  them,  and  fome  of  them  whiipe;-ed 
together,  faying,  What  could  tempt  him  to  run, 
fweating  at  that  rate,  with  the  empty  found  of  jill 
is  well  in  his  mouth,  when  he  knows  nothing  of  th^ 
matter? 

Cuflii.    And  pray  what  faid  the  king  to  thee  ? 

Abimaaz.  He  frowned  upon  me,  and  put  me 
to  the  biufh  before  the  loyalifts,  by  telling  me  to 
give  this  man  place  (namely  you).  He  fiernly  faid 
unto  me,  Turn  ajide^  and  ftand  here ;  and  I  turned' 
aSdCy  andjicodjmi.  a  Sanu  xviii.  30. 

Cujbi. 
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CayW.  Thou  iait  not  the  firft  alpiring  thara&cr 
chat  has  hMi  put  lower  in  the  prefenct  9f  the  pirmct^ 
wbtm  thine  eyes  bave/een.  Prov.  xxv.  7, 

ySrinmaz.  1  aflurc  yoti,  my  brother,  that  my 
pride  was  much  hurt  at  it,  my  confequcnce  much 
demoliifaed,  and  I  have  been  fully  corrvinced  fince, 
that  more  than  an  audible  voice  is  wanted  in  l3iole 
that  bear  tidings.  And,  indeed,  from  that  time  I 
found  my  falfe  zeal  abate,  and  my  love  to  the  king 
wax  roW  j  and  no  wonder,  when  I  only  followed 
hrm  to  gain  a  name,  and  get  appkufe ;  and  ex- 
petftod  him  to  encourage  me  in  my  pride. 

Cujbi.  And  did  this  ^fFair  put  a  final  flop  to 
your  define  of  appearing  in  that  charaftdr  ? 

Abimaaz.  No  1 1  ran  with  the  words,  All  is  "ooeU^ 
in  my  mouth  after  that* 

But  that  which  put  a  final  ftop  to  my  running 
was,  I  had  a  fall  upon  a  certain  mountain,  as  you 
had  on  Mount  Gilboa.  Your  barren  foul  lay  there 
many  days  (you  fay),  without  either  dew  or  raiu  % 
b«  mine  had  never  felt  either. 

Cuftn.  Pray  where  was  you  running,  and  what 
was  die  name  of  the  mountain  on  which  you  fell  ? 
Did  you  fiumble  upon  one  cf  the  dark  mountains  f 

Jer.  xiii.  16. 

Abifnaaz.  If  I  bad,  I  Ihould  not  have  known 
it,  becft^  I  had  never  been  in  the  light.  No ;  1 
was  rtmning  from  Mahanaim  to  Jertrfalcfn,  to  carry 
the  tidings  oiAhJahnfs  death y  and  the  defeat  ff  the 
rebels.     The  king  did  not  fend  me,  nor  was  I  fenC 
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by  ^ny  body  clfe,  but  I  ftole  away  s  for  as  I  had 
met  with  a  wretched  dilappointment  before  at  Ma- 
hanainrij  I  was  determined  to  try  my  luck  again  at 
Jerulalem  ;  but  juft  as  I  came  to  the  village  called 
Betbfbage^  at  the.  mount  of  Olives ^  Markxi.  i^  and 
was  afceriding  the  next  hill|  down  I  came  neck  and 
heels. 

rCuJbi.    Whatj  did  you  fall  on  the  mount  of 
Olives  ? 

Ahimaaz.     If  I  had^  I  fhould  have  been  able  to 
have  got  up  again.     No ;  it  was  the  next  mount; 
to  that,  called  the  Mount  of  Corruption ;  and  rightly 
named  it  is ;  for  there  Solomon  fell,  and  clofe  to  ic 
he  raifed  up  all  his  abominable  temples  for  idolatry, 
as  you  read,  And  the  high  places  that  were  before 
Jerufalem^  which  were  on  the  right  hand  of  the 
Mount  of  Corruption^  which  Solomon  (the  king  of 
Ifrael)  had  builded  for  Afhtoreth  the  abomination  of 
the  ZidonianSj  and  for  Cb^mojh  the  abomination  of 
the  MoabiteSj  and  for  Milcom  the,  abomination  of 
the  children  of  Jmmon,  did  [Jofiah]  defile,   %  Kin^ 
xxiii.  13. 

Cujhi.  There  never  was  above  one  man  yet  that 
found  a  way  to  Jerufalem,  fo  as  entirely  to  efcape 
that  mountain,  for  it  Hands  right  before  the  city : 
and  it  is  upon  that  mount  that  all  the  abominable 
Babels,  vain  towers,  bafcjefs  ca(Ues,  and  imaginary 
ftrudures  in  the  world  have  been  reared.  I  belicvif 
that  is  the  mount  that  bears  up  the  whole  fabric 
of  iniquity  y  it  is  a  fpot  that  is  barren  of  all  good ; 

no 


(    89    ) 

no  goo4  fniit  ever  grows  there.  This  the  great 
Mcffiah  fliewed  to  his  followers,  when  he  curfsJ 
fbe  fruitlefs  fig-tree  i  that  tree  was  barren,  and 
yet  it  grew  almoft  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  that 
mount. 

Abimaaz.    They  never  could  get  the  Mefliah  to 

put  his  foot  on  that  mount ;  he  kept  ciofe  to  the 

Niount  of  Olives,  until  he  came  to  the  foot  of  the 

Mount  of  Corruption;  and  then  he  fent  his  fervants 

to  fetch  the  afs ;  and  he  rode  all  the  reft  of  the  way 

upon  the  garments  of  his  followers;  as  it  is  written, 

jM  they  ir'ougbt  the  colt  to  J  ejus ^  and  caft  their  gar-- 

ments  on  bimi  and  hejat  upon  him\  and  manyfpread 

their  garments  in  the  way.  Mark  xi.  7,  8,    Perhaps 

this  was  done  to  fhow  them,  that  their  filthy  rags  of 

Jelf-rigbteoufnefs^  Ifa.xlvi.6,  or  their  filthy  gafments^ 

Zech.  iiL  3,  ought  to  be  left  at  the  foot  of  that 

mount,  as  more  fit  for  the  foot  of  an  afs,  than  the 

ornament  of  a  Chriftian. 

Cufln.  That  is  right,  and  you  have  hit  the  mark ; 
the  Saviour  did  nothing  in  vain.  It  was  not  without 
a  caufe  that  he  flopped  at  that  mount,  nor  did  he 
cuHe  the  fruitlefs  fig-tree,  mount  the  afs,  or  ride 
on  the  clothes  of  his  followers,  for  nothing.  But  I 
fuppofe  you  learnt  fomething  by  your  fall;  that 
is,  you  had  fome  ftrange  fenfations,  and  found 
yourfelf  too  much  difabled  to  run  with  tidings,  did 
you  not  ? 

Ahimaaz.  Indeed  I  did ;  for  I  never  knew  what 
the  fall  of  Adam  meant,  till  I  fell  on  that  mount  ^ 

nor 
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nor  did  I  form  any  cme  idea  of  corruption  till  I 
fhimbled  on  that  mount  myfelf  $  for  I  thought  I 
fell  from  all  hope  of  nwrcy ;  I  fck  myfelf  the  bafeft 
mortal  in  all  the  world ;  my  beauty  end  felf^fuf- 
ficiency  all  vanifhedj  and  I  thought  the  mount  and 
myfelf  were  both  of  a  piece,  for  all  wy  t^melinefs 
was  turned  intp  cerntptUn^  and  I  retted  n$Jlnng4b 
[for  bearing  tidings].  Dan.  x«  8. 

Cnjbi.  Then  I  fuppofe  you  could  hardly  CKdtc 
your  own  tidings,  I  mean,  that  all  was  wtll^  *^  not 
yet  praife  the  king,  as  ufual  ?'' 

Abknaax.  Indeed  I  found  neither  love  to  the 
king  nor  lo  the  loyalifts  s  I  was  all  enmity  as  well 
as  corruption^ 

Cufoi.  You  was  more  fit  to  carry  tidings  then^ 
than  ever  you  had  been  before:  I  fuppofe  your 
found  yourftlf  in  a  fine  pickle ;  pray  who  helped 
yott  up?  ' 

Abimaaz.  Indeed,  if  I  had  been  fent  with  tidings 
then,  they  would  have  been  heavy  tiding;^,  and  con- 
fequcntly  I  {faouki  not  have  run  fo  fail. 

There  appeared  to  me  a  mm  with  a  fhining 
countenance,  and  afked  me  what  country  I  was  of? 
I  told  him  I  was  not  a  countryman,  but  a  citizen 
of  Jerufalem*  and  the  fon  of  a  certain  prieft.  He 
jpepUed,  I  did  not  afk  after  your  defcent^  but  your 
leiSdence  $  if  you  are  a  citizen  of  Jeruialem^  there 
is  a  fountain  opened  for  the  inhabitants  of  that  city 
for  Jin  and  for  uncleannefs.  Zedi»  xiii,  i .  I  told 
biaa  that  I  coukl  not  ftand.     He  anfwered,  j>/  the 

weak 
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m^uk/Aj^  Ismfirmg.  Joel  iii.  lo.  But  I  replied, 
/  cannot  fa.  He  aofwercd,  /  bring  tbi  blind  by  a 
m^mf  that  they  irnm  not.  Ifa.  adii.  1 6«  I  fell  into  a 
kind  of  a  gloomy  trance^  and  was  iofenfibly  con* 
vejred  to  a  fountain  which  my  mind  had  Ibaie 
glimmering  yiews  of :  and  I  found  myiclf,  in  thive 
days  after,  before  Mount  CsdVary,  clothed,  be- 
calmed, cleanfed,  in  perfeA  peace,  and  in  my  rigbc 
mind:  but  what  I  law  there,  and  what  I  ftk,  I 
Ihall  never  he  able  to  defcrlbe;  nor  how  this 
amazing  change  was  wrought,  fliaU  I  ever  be  able 
rigfitly  to  relate ;  for  I  fixm  (bund  that  all  my  elo* 
quence,  and  fublime  ftyle,  were  entirely  infufficient 
to  relate  or  reprefent  fo  divine  aa  operation,  and 
lb  glorious  a  change, 

Qnfin.  But  did  you  not  run  to  fome  of  tic 
lung's  meflengers,  and  tell  them  the  vifion  ? 

Abimaaz.  Yes ;  and  in  this  I  afted  like  Danid, 
/  was  a/l$mjhed  at  the  vifion^  but  wme  undetfiwd  it. 
Dan.viit.  ay. 

Cujhi.    But  did  none  laugh  at  it,  nor  rail  agaiaft 

it? 

jAimaaz.  Yes  %  fome  called  n^t  a  myftic,  ibme 
a  Sadducee,  ibme  an  enthuflaft,  fome  x  fanatic, 
feme  a  Pythagorean,  and  others  an  Andnomiaa  i 
but  I  knew  no  move  what  they  meant  by  iiy:£t 
names,  than  they  did  of  my  vifion. 

Oifii.  It  is  very  well  you  did  not  i  (or  they  only 
called  you  by  tbefit  names,  being  provnluBd  to  jca* 
loofy  by  your  happinefi :  they  witt  take  case  not  to 

explain 


(    9»    ) 

explain  the  meaning  of  theft  reproachful  nafnes^  left 
they  (hould  appear  applicable  to  themfdves.  .     . 

Abimaaz.  They  feemed  to  mc  to  be  quite  Aran-- 
gers  to  the  mount  on  which  L  fell^  ao|d  indeed  fa 
was  I3  till  I  tumbled  upon  it ;  for  I  have  often  gone 
over  it  without  feeling  its  dreadful  effeds. 

Cujhu  Yes ;  and  fo  have  many  more ;  but  the 
great  Mefiiah,  when  he  flood  at  the  foot  of  the 
Mount  of  Olives,  took  particular  notice,  of  the 
Mount  of  Corruption,  For^  in  the  morning  as  sbty 
pajfed  byy  they  Jaw  the  fig-tree  dried  up  hy  the  roots. 
And  Peter  calling  to  remembrance,  faith  unto  kini, 
Mafter^  behold^  the  fig-tree  which  <  thou  curfe^fi  is 
withered  away.  And  Je/us  anfivering^  faith  unto  them. 
Have  faith  in  God.  For  verily  I  fay  tmtoyou^  thai 
wbq/bever  /hall  fay  untlf  this  mountain  [poindng  to 
the  Mount  of  Corruption,  which  was  parted  from 
the  Mount '  of  Olives  by  only  a  valley].  Be  thou 
removed y  and  be  thou  cafi  into  tbefea ;  and  fhaUnot 
doubt  in  his  heart,  but  fball  believe  that  thofe  things 
which  be  faith  fhall  come  to  pafs ;  he  ffjall  have 
whatfoever  he  faith.  Mark  xi,  21,  22,  23, 
.  Abimaaz.  If  you  fee  any  thing  in  the  Meiliah's 
words,  my  brother,  I  wiih  you  would  explain  them 
to  me>  as  I  am  concerned,  in  their  meaning,  asnd 
have  not  the  lc9&  *  defire  of  fatisfy ing  a  vain 
curiofity.  ' '  '  -     : 

'  Qififi.'  Depend  upon  it,  my  brothel",  that  tlie 
Meffiahaiever  ipake/or  did  any  thing  in  vain«  You 
fay  you  know,  what  the  Mount  of  Corruption  meaosi 
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bjr  woful  e^pcrfenccj  if  fo,  when  the  Saviour, 
pointed,  to  th^  mount  in,  the  lingular  number^ 
doubtkfs  he  meant  the  fins  of  men,  and*  the  guilt 
which  they  have  contraded;  both  which  go  by  the 
name  of  qorruptjon  j,  and  w^hen  he  fays,  faith- Jball 
remove  it  into  th^Jea^  he  means,  that .  thole  ^ho 
really  belieye.\p^;re5:pnciled  God,  through  himfelft. 
fiiall  find  tl;ie%guilt,  and  deftroying  po^er  of  their 
finsj  aqd  ;  4t  ^laft  tl)e  wholp ;  body  of  corryption, 
rcmovcjd  forever;  agreeable,  to  this  text,  be  will. 
turn  again,  be  will  bave-compaj^n  upon  us,  be  will 
Jubdue  our  htiquifiesj  and  ihou  wf It  caft  all  tbfiv'Jins^ 
into  the  depth  of , the Jea.  Mics^vii*  15. 

If  we  had  faith  e/iough  to  r^fnove  the  Mouqt 
of  Corrxiptjon;;  no  mountain  of  difficulties  would 
difcourage  us,  nor  would  mount  Sinai,  itfelf  ter-- 
rify  us. 

Abimaaz.  I  believe  you,  my  brother^  for  a; 
man's  worft  enemies  are  the  corruptions  of  his  own . 
heart ;  and  I  believe  the  main  root  of  all  is  unbe- 
lief.  If  I  had  faith  enough  to  pluck  up  unbelief,  I 
could  Jay  to  the  Jycamine-tree  (mentioned  by  the 
Mcffiah),  Be  thou  plucked  up  by  tbe  root,  and  be 
thou  planted  in  thejea  -,  and  itjhould  obey  me.  Luke 
xvii.  6. 

Cujbi.  It  was  that  kind  of  tree  that  Zac^beus 
climbed  up  ipto,  in  order  to  fee  tbe  Saviour.  Luke 
xix.  4.  If  he  had  climbed  up  into  Ezekiel's  cedar, 
I  believe  the  Mefliah  would,  never  have  called  him 
downl  for  that  is  to  be  a  refuge  for  all  fowls  of 

every 
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iwry  wing.  Ezek.  xm  aa,  as^    Btft  ptzy  hdw  didf 
'  you  foe  amofig  the  meiengers  of  t!ie  king,  siftei' 
Acy  had  heard  your  Tifion. 

Abimaaz.    Why,  after  aB  of  them  had  treated 
nrc  wA  my  rifion  with  contempt,  I  begaft  to  think 
I^htly  of  it  myfdf,  and  fb  gradoally  loft  all  the 
comfort  of  ic  That  which  gare  the  gitateft  di%oft 
to  them  was,  my  faying  it  was  ••  s  fovereigti  anrf 
difcriminadng  aft  of  God  to  bring  mc  that  way:^ 
and  fach  an  z&  it  was  to  a  dcmoitftration,  becatrf^ 
1  could  find  none  that  onderftood  h  i  but,  bfefTecf 
be  God,  I  felt  the  comforts  of  it^  nor  do  I  believe 
die  remembrance  of  it,  nor  the  tSk&%  of  rt^  wiff 
crer  be  Ibft ;  but  the  word  ibvereigii  feemtd  ta 
give  great  oftnce  among  tfiem^  as  if  I  would  feigtr 
myielf  tobe  a  fingukr  man ;  when  I  onfy  tedd  them 
die  dealings  of  God  with  myfelf,  that  they  might 
pais  their  judgment  on  it,  not  doubting  but  diey  all 
had  experienced  the  lame ;  but  ^  none  of  them  had 
e:i^>erienced  the  like,  nor  underftoorf  riie  'rifionj  f 
took  it  for  gvanted  that  there  was  fomething  fingufar 
in  it. 

a^.  Every  mtfn  nsufl:  fta»d  by  his  own  tefti- 
nflony,  that  \%  yours,  and  you  muft  abide  by  it :  he 
that  would  deprive  you  of  it,  without  convincmg 
you^  that  you  am  wrong,  is  both  a  thief  and  a 
robber,  and'  you  are  no  better  than  Efau  if  you 
give  it  up;  HbU  fafi  that  whkh  fhw  hafi^  thttt  n& 
man  take  H>y  ovwn.  Rev.  iii.  1 1 . 

j^imaaa.    I  bkfr  God>  the  impreflion  amd'  HM 

witnefs 
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vkseft  is  ftiU  left)  dioi^  the  jojra  of  it  «re  nouch 
abated,  ajod  ibe  Ugkt  of  it  much  obfcured. 

For  ycAi  muft  know  that  I  drc^pcd  into  tht  old 

way  of  Jewifli  worihip  again;  and  as  I  coutd  find. 

QO  man  tlutt  vnderftood  the  rifikin,  but  that  all  cmi- 

denmied  it,  I  &on  got  cold,  until  a  late  fk  of  fick* 

ticik  ibU  ta  my  k>t,  to  which  I  reluAandy  fubmitfied : 

but  before  I  recovered,  I  found  fometfaiog  of  that 

&crcd  and  dklighfiful  fire  (which  is  fo  defpi(ed) 

g^efw  agaita  iacnj  heart ;  and  fince  I  have  been  abk 

to  go^  abroad,  i  have  %ent  the  chief  of  n^  time  m 

forivatr,  and  ei^oyed  my  comforts  ak>ne  i  and  this 

is  the  fitt-theft  journey  that  I  have  taken  fince  my 

recovery.    This  is  the  lea&n  that  you  fee  me  kick 

fo  poorly ;  and  I  thmk  diat  Qod  lent  you  Come  to 

calb  a  frefh  fig^  oa  this  good  work  upon  my  fbu^ 

and  I  hope  I  (faoU  ever  Ucis  God  for  theci  mi  for 

this  ha^y  feafoja  with  thee. 

Cu/U*  Indeed,  my  brother,  it  is  my  deltgbt&l 
efecnent^  to  be  of  ufe  to  die  fouls  of  my  poor  feMow- 
finners ;  and  I  do  believe  that  God  has  fufFered  me 
to  meet  with  hard  treatmeot,  both  from  the  world 
and  from  his  own  people  alfo^  that  I  might,  aa  an 
inftrument  in  his  hand,  drop  a  word  in  feafon-  to 
others  wha  may  meet  with  the  fame.  And  I  would 
advife  thee  to  aim  chiefly  at  a  private  communion 
with  the  gteat  Meffiah ;  there  is  no  fellowlbip  (but 
with  him)  that  will  enable  thee  to  die  happy  i,  and 
I  hope  thou  wik  never  find  happincfs  (hgrt  of  that^r 
whilft  thou  liveft. 
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jAimaaz.  Indeed^  if  a  Chriftian  has  no  accds  t(r 
his  God;  let  him  cut  what  figure  he  may  in  the 
world,  his  own  foul  is  barren,  nor  does  joy  and 
peace  in  believing  operate  upon  him.  Thofc  that 
called  me  a  Pythagorean,  becaufe  I  talked  of  a 
change  wrought  on  my  foul,  leemed  to  be  as  fzr 
from  enjoying  God's  prefence  as  thofe  who  made 
no  profeffion  at  alL 

Cujbi.  Let  men  make  what  ftir  they  may  about 
religion,  if  they  have  not  the  love  of  God  in  their 
hearts^  they  are  dead.  The  Spirit  fays,  Jf'  a  man 
bath  all  kntfwlcdgey  and  underftand  all  myfttries^  and 
Jpeak  With  the  tongue  of  men  and  of  angels ^  andbatb 
not  charity^  it  profit etb  bim  notbing.  i  Cor.  xiii.  2,  3% 

And  if  ever  a  man  be  brought  to  love  God,  it 
will  be  becaufe  God  hath  pardoned  his  fm :  ^bis 
woman^s  fins  were  many,  and  tbey  are  forgiven  ber^ 
andjhe  lovetb  mucb  -,  but  where  Hi  tie  is  forgiven  the 
fame  lovetb  little.  Luke  vii.  47.  Love  is  therefore 
the  bleffed  cfFcft  of  pardon,  or  the  confcqucncc 

of  it. 

Ahimadz.  O  how  wonderful  is  the  enlarging, 
enflaming,  and  attraft  ing  power  of  divine  love  on 
the  foul !  it  fwallows  up  all,  and  God  is  all  in  all 
to  fuch  an  happy  foul.  But,  alas,  this  love  is  little 
infifted  on  in  our  days  j  indeed  it  is  rather  oppofed. 

CuJbi.  He  that  labours  only  at  the  letter,  is  not 
a  minifter  of  the  Spirit,  a  Cor.  iii.  6 ;  nor  does  he 
exalt  the  kingdom  of  God,  for  that  Jiands  not  in 
wordy  but  in  power,  i  Cor,  iv,  20. 

jibJmaaz. 
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AbbMaz.  Pray  what  do  you  think  <^  David's 
flrong  affc£tion  for  Abialom  ?  David  knew  that  he 
was  not  a  good  nian  i  nay,  he  was  a  rebel  againft 
his  father,  and  againft  God^  who  anointed  him ; 
and  he  that  oppofed  David's  kingdom,  oppofed  the 
kingdom  of  the  MelTiah,  for  that  was  included  in 
it»  and  preBgured  by  it.  Abfalom  could  be  no 
type  of  the  Meffiah,  who  is  called  the  fruit  of 
David's  body. 

Cujbi.  The  great  Mefliah  is  the  father  of  all 
fleih  by  creation,  as  David  was  of  his  own  family^ 
which  coniifted  of  bad  and  good.  Have  we  not  all 
ont  father  ?  bath  not  one  God  created  us  ?  Mai.  ii.  io« 
But  in  an  efpecial  manner  he  is  the  everlafting 
father  of  all  his  fpiritual  children.  Ila.  ix.  6.  Ab- 
falom was  David's  fon  after  the  flefhj  though  not 
a  part^)cer  of  his  father's  grace  i  but  Solomon,  the 
ieloved  of  the  Lord^  2  Sam.  xii.  24,  was  a  partaker 
of  his  father's  grace,  as  well  as  a  partaker  of  his 
nature.  And  David's  weeping  over  Abfalom,  and 
crying  out,  O  my  fon  Abfalom^  myfon^  myfon^  2  Sam* 
xviii.  33,  may  preBgure  the  fympathetic  feelings  of 
the  Meffiah's  l\umanity  for  Ilrael  after  the  fleih, 
when  he  wept  over  Jerufalem,  and  faid,  O  Jeru- 
falem,  Jerufalem.  Mate,  xxiii*  37. — ^Luke  xix.  41. 

Abimaaz.  Poor  David  was  much  perplexed  with 
hypocritical  profeiTors  in  his  days;  Joab  was  a 
bitter  plague  to  him  through  all  his  reign,  as  well 
as  Ahithopheh 

Cujbik  1  believe  Joab  prefigured  every  falfe  leader 
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of  the  Lord's  faints ;  and  Ahithophd  reprefented 
Judas  j  one  you  know  hung  himfclf  as  Judas  did^ 
and  die  other  was  killed  at  the  focvt  of  the  alur^ 
as  many  are,  by  the  fword  of  juilice  in  a  falfe 
profeflion. 

Jbimaaz.  I  have  often  wondered  that  Joab  fliould 
fly  for  refuge  to  the  horos  of  die  altar. 

Cujbi.  The  altar  typified  the  Saviour,  who  is 
a  refuge  for  the  diftrefTcd  j  and  Joab  might  falfely 
conftnie  the  privileges  that  God  granted  to  the 
tnanflayer ;  but  Joab's  crime  was  not  manflaughter, 
for  he  killed  Amafa  wiib  bis  /word  while  be  was 
kiffing  of  biff^^  a  Sam.  XX.  9,  lO ;  and  fo  Jbed  the 
hlood  of  war  in  peace,  i  Kings  ii.  5.  A  wilful  mur- 
<]erer  has  no  benefit  from  the  laws  granted  to  the 
manflayen  God  fays  of  fuch,  Tbou  fbalt  take  him 
from  mj  altar.  Exod.  xxi.  14.  Pray,  my  brother^ 
have  you  ever  heard  of  a  man  that  goes  by  the 
name  of  Prodigality  ? 

y&imaaz.  Yes,  I  think  I  have;  he  is  one  of  a 
fmgular  chara£ber,  if  he  be  the  perfon  that  I  mean. 

Cvjhi.  Yes,  he  is  s  and  it  is  a  name  that  he  has. 
.aflumed,  becaufe  its  wretched  fignification  is  fo  ap* 
plicable  to  himlelf ;  for,  as  he  fays,  he  has  been  a 
prodigal  from  his  childhood,  and  a  defperate  rebel 
againft  Chrift  under  it. 
\  jtbimaaz.    Why  he  has  a£led  as  Naomi  did^  who 

in  a  fit  of  unbelief  Bed  from  Bethlehem  to  Moab, 
in  order  to  fecure  her  property,  a  famine  then 
reigning  in  Ifracl  i  but^  inftcad  of  faving  all,  ihe 

loft 


(    99    ) 

loft  all ;  for  (he  came  home  childlefs,  in  widowhood 
and  b^gary ;  flie  had  loft  both  her  fons,  her  huf- 
band^  and  her  property ;  and  then  Ihe  calls  herfelf 
Mara,  and  defires  them  to  call  her  Naomi  no 
more;  hinting  thereby/ that  what  fhe  had  took 
pleafiuie  in  was  gone,  and  bitternefs  had  fucceeded : 
Fw  Kbe  Almighty  bath  dealt  very  bitterly  with  me.  I 
went  out  full^  and  the  Lord  bath  brought  me  home 
again  empty ;  -  why  then  call  ye  me  Naomi ^  feeing  the 
Ijjfd  bath  teftified  againft  me  ?  Ruth  i.  ao>  2 1  • 

Cujhi.  She  could  fee  that  the  hand  of  the  Lord 
was  gone  out  againft  her,  but  fhe  could  not'  lee 
that  her  feet  went  out  againft  him.  If  there  were 
no  protection  for  her  in  Ifraelj  fhe  could  not  expe& 
k  in  Moab.  Thus  the  foolijhnefs  of  man  pervert etb 
bis  1/oay^  and  his  heart  frettetb  againft  the  Lord^ 
Prov.  xix.  J. 

Abimaaz.  Pray  what  countryman  is  this  Pro- 
digalis  ?  I  think  I  have  heard  that  the  Lord  has 
called  him  by  grace,  if  he  be  the  man  that  I  have 
heard  of. 

Cuftd*  I  believe  he  was  born  within  the  walls  of 
falvation^  and  is,  as  you  have  heard,  called  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  truth  j  he  came  of  religious  pa- 
rents, but  he  was  a  moft  wretched  defpifer  of  reli- 
gion ;  indeed,  he  is  a  fingular  monument  of  mercy ; 
he  had  a  ftrong  memory  to  contain  what  he  heard, 
was  a  man  of  good  underftanding  in  the  Scriptures, 
and  he  had  pious  parents  to  copy  after.  -  But  all 
thcfe  will  not  produce  grace.     Repentance  unto 
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life  is  the  gift  of  God;  it  is  in  no  man's  power  to 
repent  of  himfelf,  nor  can  a  true  penitent  infufe  re- 
pentance into  another.    Notwitbftanding  his  hating 

of  religion,  he  had  many  fcvere  checks  of  confci- 

• 

cnce  at  times>  which  he  could  not  hide  even  from 
his  parents  i  they  kept  a  ftridt  hand  over^  him  in  a 
religious  way,  and  made  him  attend  them  at  public 
ordinances^  though  full  fore  againll  his  will. 

He  was  their  only  child,  and  I  believe  a  child 
of  many  prayers  and  tears  j  for  the  ftate  of  his  foul 
lay  with  a  perpetual  weight  on  his  parents^  and  I 
believe  they  travailed  hard  to  fee  Chrift  formed 
within  him, 

Abimaaz.  If  he  was  fo  wickedly  bent  in  heart, 
the  more  he  knew  of  religion  the  greater  was  his 
fin ;  men  in  a  ftate  of  rebellion,  with  their  heads 
fraught  with  religious  knowledge,  are  like  the 
renowned  ones  in  the  antediluvian  world  i  or  like 
the  Pharifees,  who  drew  near  to  God  with  their 
lips,  and  honoured  him  with  their  tongues,  while 
their  hearts  were  far  from  him. 

His  poor  parents  muft  have  grief  enough  to  fee 
an  only  child  fuch  an  enemy  to  God.  Pray,  did 
his  parents  live  to  fee  their  prayers  anfwered  in  his 
converfion  ?  I  have  no  doubt  but  they  were  anfwered 
/;;  their  own  hofom. 

Cujhi.  Their  prayers  were  wonderfully  anfwered 
in  their  fon*s  converfion,  but  they  did  not  live  to 
fee  the  pleafing  fight. 

Ahimaaz.     But  is  it  not  allonifhing  that  a  chitd 
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fhould  difplay  fuch  a  wretched  bent  to  wickednefs, 
in  the  face  of  fo  much  piety,  and  praAife  it  under 
the  fevere  laihes  of  a  guilty  confcience  ?  It  is  as  if 
he  was  given  up  entirely  to  the  devil,  to  fin  in  the 
open  face  of  gofpel  light. 

Cujhu    It  is  the  eye  of  juftice  darting  his  rays  on 
the  guilty  confcience  that  alarms  it,  and  keeps  it 
awake :  the  devil  finding  this,  he  cannot  get  fuch 
a  foul  into  a  date  of  carnal  fecurity,  tbejlrong  man 
cannot  kief  pojfeffion  ofjucb  a  palace  in  peace ;  there- 
fore, he  ftirs  up  the  enmity  of  the  mind  to  oppofe 
and  refift  the  lights  he  blows  up  heat  and  pafllon, 
and  when  he  can  get  fuch  an  one  to  fin,  it  is.  in  a 
defperate  way,  that'  he  may  fink  the  poor  foul  in 
delpair,   and  fo  overwhelm  him  with  guilt  and 
horror.     The  eye  of  juftice  is  as  terrible  to  Satan, 
and  his  dark  kingdom,  as  it  was  to  Pharaoh  and 
his  hoft  at  the  Red  Sea.    The  devil  hates  the  light 
of  truth ;  hence  it  is  that  he  ib  often  ftirs  up  the 
carnal  mind  of  Tinners  to  hate  thofe  that  long  for 
their  falvation;   the  light  of  truth  difcovers  the 
finner's  ftate,  and  Satan's  works,  which  he  cannot 
endure.     When  our  Lord  fent  his  difciples  out  to 
fpread  the  true  light,  Satan,  with  all  his  counter- 
feited luftre,  funk  down  and  ikulked  into  his  own 
infernal  fliade:  I  /aw  Satan  as  lightning  fall  from 
heaven.   Luke  x.  i8.    This   being  the  cafe,   die 
devil  is  obliged  to  aft  with  awakened  confcience 
as  the  highwayman  does  with  the  fearful  traveller, 
do  his  bufineis  in  hafte,  and  be  defperate  in  it. 

H  3  Abimaaz. 
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Ahimdaz.  I  almoft  wonder  that  our  benign  Be* 
nefa£bor  did  not  indulge  the  pious  parents  of  this 
poor  finner  with  the  pleafing  fight  of  his  conrerfion 
before  their  dcceafc,  as  you  know  it  muft  have 
greatly  excited  their  gratitude  to  God;  and  the 
Lord  fays,  He  that  offer etb  me  praife  glorifietb  me. 

Cufbi.  The  Lord  is  a  fovereign,  and  doth  as 
he  pleafes;  yet  feveral  reafons  may  be  afligned 
why  the  Lord  did  not  thus  indulge  them :  Firfl:^ 
As  he  was  their  only  child,  I  think  he  engrofled 
too  much  of  their  afFeftipns :  Secondly,  They  gave 
him  too  much  indulgence  in  his  childhood,  which 
his  rebellion  requited  them  for:  Thirdly,  Their 
travailing  hard  in  prayer  for  him,  brought  many 
bleffings  on  their  own  ibuls,  and  ferved  as  a  ipur 
to  their  devotions,  under  which  they  ripened  for 
glory :  and,  laftly.  His  cruel  requital  to  his  parents 
helped  forward  his  conviftions,  when  God  brought 
in  his  bill  and  laid  him  under  a  divine  arreft. 

Abimaaz.  The  converfion  of  this  man  affords 
a  deal  of  encouragement  to  praying  parents  i  and  I 
believe  it  is  right  for  believers  to  perfevere  in  prayer 
for  then*  children,  notwithftanding  die  difcourage- 
ments  diat  they  often  meet  with ;  and,  indeed,  the 
MefTiah  fpoke  a  whole  parable  to  this  end^  that 
Inen  ought  always  to  pray^  and  not  to  faint. 

Cujbi.  We  ought  to  pray  for  them,  and  muft 
leave  the  event  to  God  $  they  tbat/oxv  in  tears  jhaU 
reap  in  joy.  Many  prayers  and  tears  have  been 
fcattercd  about  a  throne  of  grace^  that  have  been 
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aofreted  afterwards  in  a  Jbower  of  hlejjings.  Ezek* 
xxxiv.  a6.  And  much  feed  hath  been  fown  in 
finners  hearts,  that  for  a  while  may  feem  to  lie 
dormant^  but  ;|fterwards  it  fbeweth  itiel£  And  be 
Jaid^  Sfi  is  the  kingdom  ofGody  as  if  a  man  Jbould 
csfi  feed  into  the  groufid,  and  fiould  fUe$^  and  rife^ 
night  and  day^  and  thefeedjbeuld  faring  and  grow  «p> 
b€  kn$wifb  not  how.  Far  the  earth  bringetb  forth 
fruit  ofherfelf^firS  the  blade ,  then  the  ear,  after  that. 
tbefuU  torn  in  wi  ear.  Mark  iv,  a6^  27,  a8* 

Abimaaz.  Pray  bow  old  was  the  youth  when  his 
parents  died  ?  Were  they  people  of  prpperty  ?  Did 
they  leave  him  anything  ? 

Cuftn.  I  believe'  be  was  about  fifteen  years .  of 
age  at  the  death  of  his  father,  who  k&  him  an 
appreAtice  to  an  attorney  at  law,  and  left  him  with 
a  very  confiderable  property  %  but  he  foon  fpent  it, 
when  he  got  it  into  his  own  bands,  which  I  do  not 
wonder  at,  for  a4  the  old  people  were  dotingly 
fond  of  him,  they  were  perpetually  endeavouring 
to  fave  what  they  could,  ia  order  to  le^ve  him  la 
gre^t  poflelllons  i  and,,  if  I  am  righdy^  informed^ 
^eir  anxiety  in  this  nutter  was  their  fini  and  fpr 
.my  part,  I  do  believe  that  whatfoever  people  get 
for  their  children,  with  an  imwarrantable  anxiety, 
fo  as  to  cloie  the  bowels  of  liberality  to  all  but 
their  own  offspring,  do  greatly  dHhonour  God  by 
a  vifible  diftruft  of  his  providence ;  and  in  reality 
they  entail  a  cprfe  upon  all  that  they  leave  i  and 
perh^kps  this  was  ^e  reafon  why  they  had  fuch 
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ftrong  bands  in  their  death.   God  will  purge  the 
Ibul  that  he  faves  from  lin,  if  it  be  by  fire. 

Ahimaaz.  Their  putting  their  ion  out  appren- 
tice to  an  attorney  (a  bulinefs  in  which  it  is  im- 
pofTible  for  a  man  to  live,  and  keep  a  good  con- 
fcience  towards  God),  and  their  carefulnefs  after 
this  world's  goods,  gives  me  room  to  fufpefk  that 
divinity  never  made  a  very  deep  impreffion  upon 
their  fouls  *,  for  he  that  drinketh  of  the  living  wa- 
ter that  the  Saviour  gives  (hall  never  thirft  [after 
the  riches  of  this  life].  But  the  water  that  I  Jball 
give  him  Jball  be  in  him  a  well  of  water  Jpringing 
up  into  everlajling  life.  John  iv.  15,  14.  Pray  did 
you  know  them,  or  do  you  go  by  report  ? 

Cujbi.  I  have  feen  them,  but  had  no  acquain- 
tance with  them  -,  though  they  are  reported  to  be 
Angularly  pious,  yet  I  know  it  is  not  all  gold  that 
ihines,  nor  are  they  all  maids  that  pals  for  fuch, 
and  wear  white  aprons.  I  know  the  beft  of  faints 
are  burdened  with  the  remains  of  corrupt  nature, 
which,  at  times,  has  broke  out  and  left  its  fpots  in 
the  brighteit  charaders,  as  inceft  in  Lot,  excefi 
in  Noah,  adultery  in  David,  and  blafphemy  in 
Peter ;  yet  there  are  fome  fins  that  they  ftand  clear 
of,  I  mean  fuch  as  are  real  partakers  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft. 

Abimaaz.  Pray,  my  brother,  what  are  thofe 
fins  that  you  fuppofe  every  infpired  foul  to  ftand 
free  from  ?  For  my  part  I  would  wifh  to  ftand  for 
ever  free  from  all  i  for  it  is  the  death  of  all  real 
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comfort^  as  well  as  a  great  diihonour  to  God,  and 
a  fweet  morfel  to'them  that  eat  up  the  fin  of  God's 
people. 

Cuftn.  I  think  there  are  two  (ins  which  are  not 
found  in  the  dark  catalogue  of  any  gracious  cha- 
rader  in  the  Bible.  One  fin  is  what  the  law  calls 
prefumption^  Num.  xv.  30 ;  which  David  calls  the 
great  tran/greffioHy  Pfalm  xix.  13  ;  which  John  calls 
the  Jin  unto  deaths  i  John  v.  1 6  ;  but  Chriil  calls  it 
the  unpardonable  Jin.     Matt.  xii.  3 1. 

The  other  fin  is  covetoufnefs ;  for  this  fin  God' 
was  wroth  with  Ifrael  and  fmote  him^  and  of  this 
he  promiies  to  heal  him.  Ifaiah  Ivii.  17, 18.     Paul 
calls  it  the  root  of  all  evil,   i  Tim.  vi.  10,  and 
idolatry^  Col.  iii.  5,  which  the  Saviour  calls  tbefer-' 
vice  of  mammon^  Matt.  vi.  24>  and  pronounces  ^ 
wo  on  all  fuch  lervants.  Luke  vi.  249  25.  To  the 
beft  of  my  knowledge,  I  do  not  remember  that 
ever  daring  prefumption,  and  the  love  of  moneys  are 
once  filed  among  any  of  the  bills  that  God  hath 
brought  in  againft  a  real  citizen  of  Zion ;  his  cha- 
racter excludes  both  thefe,  Pfalm  xv.  Thefe  arc 
the  two  fins  againft  which  David  levels  the  force 
of  his  prayers,  Keep  tack  thy  fervant  from  prejump^ 
tuous^ns.  Pfalm  xix.  13.  Incline  my  heart  unto' thy 
teftiikoniesj  and  not  to  covetoufnefs.  Pfalm  cxix.  ^6\. 
Both  thefe  are  the  devil's  own  marks,  and  I  defy 
the  world  to  prove  them  to  be  marks  of  a  faint  i 
wherever  we  find  any  thus  marked,  we  may  fay, 
y^gr  have  corrupted  them/elves-,  their ^ot  is  not 

the 
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tbijjpoi  of  the  children  [of  God]  i  tbey  areaptrvcrft 
imd crookid generation.  Dcut.  xxxii.  J. 

jOfimaaz.  I  have  often  wondered  why  Paul  caDs 
the  love  of  money  the  root  of  all  evil.  The  apoftle 
ftems  to  intimate,  that  one  lingle  root  is  fufficieni: 
to  produce  the  whole  crop  of  wickednefs :  1  woit- 
dcr  what  he  makes  the  root  of  all  godlinefs  to  be  ? 

Cujhi.  The  root  of  all  vital  godlineis  is  the  love 
of  God,  opentiing  on  the  afiedtions  of  a  regenerate 
foul ;  and  this  love  is  Ihed  abroad  in  our  hearts  by 
the  Holy  Gholt^  which  is  given  unto  us :  this  is 
Paul*a  root»  Be  ye  rooted  and  grounded  in  love. 
Eph.  iii*  17.  Job  tells  you,  this  root  of  the  mat- 
ter was  found  in  him,  as  was  before  hinted ;  and 
falfe  profeflbrs  not  having  tbts  root  in  them,  is  tie 
taufe  of  their  withering  afvay.  Matt.  xiiL  i. 

Thefe  two  roo(s  are  clearly  feen  in  the  ten 
commandments ;  for  that  which  is  therein  required 
iSy  love  to  God  and  thy  neighbour ;  and  he  that 
loveth  God  and  his  neighbour  hath  fulfilled  the 
law.  Love  worketh  nd  ill  to  bis  neighbour  i  there-- 
fore  love  is  the  fulfilling  of  the  law.  Rom.  xiii.  io» 
As  love  indudes  all  obedience  to  t^e  law ;  fo  co* 
vetoulhefs  includes  all  difobedience.  Thou  Jbalt 
not  covet.  £xod.  xx.  17.  I  had  not  known ^n  but  by 
the  law :  for  I  had  not  known  lujl,  except  the  law  had 
faidy  Thoujhalt  not  covet.  Rom.  vii.  7. 

Ahimaaz.  By  the  apodle's  calling  the  love  of 
money  a  root,  it  muft  take  a  deep  hold  in  man ; 

and 
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and  if  fo^  nothing  but  the  grace  of  God  can  race 
icup. 

Cujbi.  Salvation^  applied  to  the  finner*8  con- 
fcience  by  the  Spirit  of  grace,  will  do  it,  and  n^ 
thing  eHe.  Tl^ere  was  a  man  named  Zaccbius^  n»}» 
was  chief  among  the  publicans^  and  be  was  rub. 
Jind  he  fought  to  fee  Jefus  who  he  was.    And  be 
ran  brfore^  and  slimbed  ufen  info  a  ^camore^tree^ 
Bui  Jefus  faid  unto  bim^  Zaccbeusy  make  bafte^  and 
€ome  down^  for  to-day  I  muft  abide  at  tby  bimfu 
And  when  they  [the  Lord's  followers}  faw  H^  thejf 
all  murmured^  f^ing^  That  be  was  gme  t$  be  guefi 
to  a  man  that  is  afinner.    And  Zaccbetu  Jlood^  and 
/aid  unto  the  Lord^  Beboldy  Lord^  the  half  of  m^ 
goods  I  give  to  the  poor  j  and  if  I  have  taken  any 
thing  from  any  man  by  falfe  accufation^  I  re/tore  bim 
four-fold.  And  Jefus  faid  unto  bim^  This  diry  isfal* 
vation  come  to  this  boufe^  forajmucb  as  be  alfo  is  m 
fon  of  Abraham.  Luke  xix.  2 — 9.    Thns  the  pre<- 
fence  of  the  Lord,  and  his  falvatlon,  applied  by  the 
ipirit  of  grace,  <^ens  the  contra6ted  bowels  pf  z 
worldling,  arid  makes  him  difgorge  half  his  pro- 
perty at  once*    This  fhews  the  purging  quality  of 
grace :  Every  branch  in  me  that  beareth  fruit  my 
Father  purgetb  it.    John  xv.  a.    If  a  chofen  veflcl 
bath  fwallowed  down  riches  [when  grace  is  reveal- 
ed] it  makes  bim  vomit  them  uf  again  t  GoA  Jball 
cafi  them  out  of  bis  belly.  Job  xx.  1 5. 

Abimaax.  Excufe  my  breaking  in  upon  your 
difcourfe,  which  I  fliould  not  have  done,  but  I 
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think  you  arc  wrong  in  excluding  covetoufiieis 
from  the  fins  of  bible  faints.  You  know  we  arc 
all  fallible  creatures,  and  liable  to  err;  I  think 
the  church  of  the  Laodiceans  is  charged  with  co- 
vetouihefsy  and  that  in  exprefs  ternns,  Becauje  thM 
Jayeji^  I  am  ruby  and  increafed  witb  goeds,  and  have 
n^ed  cf  nothing.  Rev.  iii.  17. 

Cu/bu  I  do  not  pretend  to  infallibility  i  that  be«* 
longs  to  God;  nor  do  I  deny  what  you  lay  of  the 
Laodicean  church  ;  I  take  it  for  granted  that  there 
were  fome  real  faints  in  that  churchy  but  thole 
whom  the  Saviour's  charge  concerned,  are  faid  to 
be  altogether  ignorant  of  their  ftate.  [Thou]  knaw^ 
§fi  noty  that  thou  art  wretched^  and  miferabUy  and 
fooTy  and  blind,  and  naked.  Rev.  iii.  17.  If  thele 
covetous  profeflbrs  were  ignorant,  wretched,  mi^ 
Icrabk,  poor,  blind,  and  naked,  they  were  as  def* 
titute  of  grace  as  ever  Judas  was ;  and  if  they 
were  not  gracelels,  they  would  not  Aand  in  need  of 
being  counjelled  to  buy  of  the  Saviour  gold  tried  in 
the  fire  tbat  they  might  be  rich :  and  white  raiment 
that  they  might  be  clothed j  and  that  the  Jhame  of 
their  nakednejs  might  not  appear  \  and  to  anoint 
their  eyes  with  eye-fahe,  tbat  tbty  might  fee.  Rev. 
iii  18. 

The  love  of  money,  the  root  of  all  evil,  can 
never  be  rooted  in  a  foil  where  the  love  of  God 
keeps  a  proper  hold ;  it  is  a  fin  that  hell  itfelf  will 
never  purge  a  foul  from,  any  more  than  the  fight 
of  a  gallows  will  deftroy  the  love  of  evil  in  a  felon 

who 
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who  IS  going  rcluftandy  to  receive,  at  the  hand  of 
jofticc,  the  dreadful  wages  of  unrigbteoufnefs .  Rom. 

vL  13. 

MamfnoTiy  that  fallen  ai^el,  has    been  in   the 

horrors  of  hell  nigh  fix  thoufand  years,  jct,  to 

this  day,    he  tempts  thoufands  to  covetoufhefs, 

and  thoufands  are  influenced  with  his  difpofition ; 

yea,  they  ferve  him  with  delight,  and  are  in  friend- 

fliip  with  him,  though  Chrift  declares^  that  when 

they  fail  of  heaven,  they  fliall  Ipend  an  eternity 

with  him  in  hell.   JnJ  I  Jay  untoyou^  make  toyour^ 

felves  friends  of  the  mammon  of  unrighteoufnejs ^  that 

when  ye  faiU  they  may  receive  you  into  everlafting 

habitations.   Luke  x vi   10.    Be  not  offended  at  my 

aflfcrting  that  hell  itfclf  will  not  purge  a  foul  from 

fin  ;  hell  is  not  intended  to  be  a  place  of  purgation, 

as  fome  affirm,  but  a  place  of  punifliment.  a  Thcff. 

1.9. 

Jhimaaz.  Well,  I  cannot  contradift  thee,  my 
brother ;  but  do  let  me  hear  a  little  of  the  conver- 
fion  of  Prodigalis ;  for  I  can  take  comfort  in  the 
repentance  of  a  finner,  but  to  hear  of  their  wicked- 
nefs  is  rather  a  terror  to  me. 

Cujbi.  So  can  I ;  and  am  determined,  through 
grace,  to  labour  hard  as  long  as  I  live  to  be  in- 
ftrumental,  if  God  pleafc,  in  bringing  finners  to 
repentance.  After  Mr.  Prodigalis  had  wafted  all 
his  fubftance  with  riotous  living,  he  became  me- 
lancholy, his  paft  conduft  began  to  recoil  on  his 
mind  with  the  fcnfible  impreffions  of  guilt;  this 
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quenched  bis  popular  (jpirit,  and  reduced  his  vigo- 
rous faculdes  to  die  gloomy  receiTes  of  filenc  foli-« 
tude.  Retirement  beft  fuitcd  the  melancholy 
firame  of  his  mind ;  he  abandoned  all  company^ 
and  chofe  to  wander  in  the  moft  dreary  paths^  as 
judging  himfelf  unfit  for  fociety.  In  one  of  his 
iblitary  walks  he  was  infenfibly  brought  into  a 
gloomy  vale,  where  he  was  led  in  a  vifion  to  lee 
the  true  date  of  his  foul  in  the  fight  of  God. 
This  valley  can  only  be  feen  in  a  vifion : — Tbe^ 
hand  of  the  Lord  was  upon  me^  and  carried  me  out  in 
the  Spirit  of  the  Lord^  andfet  me  down  in  the  midfi 
^  the  valley  which  was  full  of  dry  bones ^  andxaufed 
me  to  pqfs  by  them  round  about ;  and^  behold^  then 
foer-e  very  many  in  the  open  valley  %  and,  lo,  they  were 
very  dry.  And  be  faid  unto  me^  Son  of  man,  can 
ihefe  bones  live?  Ezek.  xxxvii.  t^  2,  j.  In  this 
valley  he  faw  his  awful  ftate ;  it  was  iniprefled  upon 
his  mind  that  the  valley  repre(ented  the  fall  of  man, 
or  the  finner' s  low  ejiate.  Pfalm  cx^vi.  23.  The 
bones  reprefented  death,  the  trophies  of  fin  and 
Satan>  Rom.  v.  12  j  and  their  being  very  dryy  ex- 
hibited the  barren  and  fruidefs  ftate  of  a  foul  in 
the  fight  of  God,  which  is  compared  here  to  dry 
iones^  and  by  the  prophet  Ifaiah  to  dfy  ground, 
Ifa.  xliv.  3,  which  reprefents  the  foul  to  be  dead, 
without  any  afFe&ioh  to  God,  and  without  any 
motion  toward  him. 

Ahimaaz.  Indeed  that  is  the  true  fi:ate  of  a  finner 
before  he  be  quickened  by  the  Holy  Ghofti  he 

is 
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h  under  the  fentence  of  the  lawj  and  under  die 
fentence  of  his  own  confcience;  as  John  declares. 
He  that  helitves  not  is  condemned  already.  John  iu« 
x9.  He  isfuhwrted^  andjinnetb^  being  condemned  of 
bimfelf.  Tit.  iii.  ii.  And  whfa  reipc6l  to  life  or 
motion  toward  God,  he  hath  none ;  as  the  ApofUe 
witneileth.  Ton  bath  he  quickened  who  were  dead  ^ 
tre/pajes  andjinsy  Eph.  ii.  t ;  and  I  believe  the  Sa* 
▼iour  meant  this  when  he  laid  to  one  6f  his  (tif- 
ciples.  Let  the  dead  hury  their  dead^  but  go  thotl 
and  preach  the  kingdom  of  Godi  certainly  he 
meant,  let  thole  that  are  dead  in  trefpaflcs  and  fins 
bury  thoie  that  departed  this  life  in  their  fins,  ot 
in  an  unpardoned  ftate.  ^ 

Cujbi.  What  you  have  faid  is  true ;  man,  fallen 
man,  is  dead  in  law,  and  under  the  fentence  of  iti 
and  fpiritually  dead  to  God,  deftitute  of  all  good, 
either  feeling,  afitAion,  or  motion;  and  as  he 
daily  heaps  up  fin  upon  fin,  fo  treafuring  up  wrath . 
againft  the  day  of  wrath.  The  fcriptures  reprefcnt 
him  as  buried  in  his  own  trangreffions.  JT^en  be 
/aid  unto  me.  Son  of  many  theje  hones  are  the  whole 
boufe  f^  Ifraeli  behold^  they  Jay ,  Our  bones  are  dried^ 
and  our  hope  is  lofi :  we  are  cut  off  for  our  parts. 
T^berefore  propbefy^  and  Jay  unto  them^  *Tbus  Jaitb 
the  Lord  God^  Behold^  O  my  people y  I  will  open  your 
graves  y  and  cauje  you  to  i  come  up  out  of  your  graves  y 
and  bring  you  into  the  land  of  IJrael  Andyefhall 
know  that  I  am  the  Lord^  when  I  have  opened  your 
graves  y  O  my  people^  and  brought  you  up  out  of  your 

graves^ 
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graves^  andjball  put  myj^rit  in  you^  and  ye  Jbatt 
live^  and  I  Jball  place  you  in  your  own  landi  then 
jhall  ye  know  that  I  the  Lord  have  Jpoken  iV,  and 
performed  it^Jaitb  the  Lard.  £zek,  xzxvii.  1 1 — 14. 
Thus,  my  dear  brother^  you  fee  the  low  efiate  of 
many  reprefented  by  this  valley  \  his  fpiritual  death 
by  the  hanesi  his  fpiritual  deaths  I  fay^  for  thefe 
men  were  not  literally  dead ;  the  barrennefs  of  his 
foul,  while  in  an  hopclefs  ftate,  is  reprefented  by 
the  drynefs  of  the  bones  \  and  the  tranigreflions  that 
his  foul  is  involved  in,  by  the  graves  i  and  his 
Ipiritual  rcfurreftion  is  by  the  power  of  God — 
1  will  bring  you  up  out  of  your  graves ;  and  the 
quickening  of  his  dead  foul  is  done  by  the  Spirit— 
I  Jball  put  tnyfpirit  inyoUy  and  ye  Jhall  live. 

Ahimaaz.  I  blefs  God  that  ever  I  met-  with 
diee.  The  Lord  has  given  thee  a  bleiTed  talent 
for  opening  the  fcriptures.  You  have  made  this 
matter  very  plain  to  me.  Let  the  free-wilier  boaft 
of  his  will  and  power  as  much  as  he  will,  God  in 
that  vifion  reprefents  man  deftitute  of  both ;  and 
a  foul  dead  to  God,  and  buried  in  his  own  tranf- 
grefTionSj  can  do  no  more  toward  his  own  (piritual 
rcfurreftion  than  a  dead  corpfe  can  do  toward  the 
refurreftion  of  the  body.  God  fays  he  brings  them 
out  of  their  graves,  and  he  puts  his  fpirit  in  them  j 
no  call  for  this  if  a  man  hath  will  and  power  fuf- 
ficient  of  his  own.  To  the  power  of  God,  and  the 
Ipirit  of  his  grace,  is  afcribed  the  quickening  and 
convcrfion  of  every  faint  in  the  Bible ;  but  not 
one  infpired  penman  in  all  God's  book  ever  boailed 
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0^  his  natural  will  or  power,  or  ever  attributed  any 
thing  that  accompanies  falvation  to  either,  but  to 
the  fovereign  will  and  omnipotent  power  of  God 
only^ 

Cujhi.  Why  you  begin  to  talk  like  an  orthodox 
divine  \  that  is  a  found  Jfeech  that  cannot  be  con^ 
demned.     Tit.  ii.  8., 

A  free -wilier  can  no  more  raife  himfelf  up,  and 
go  to  the  Saviour  by  his  own  power,  than  a  dead 
corpfe  can  raife  itfelf  out  of  the  grave  and  go  to 
the  judgment  feat.  It  requires  more  power  to 
quicken  and  raife  up  a  dead  foul  to  fpiritual  life, 
than  it  does  to  raife  up  a  dead  body.  The  moul- 
dered duft  will  make  no  more  refiftance  than  the 
paflive  earth  did  while  God  formed  Adam ;  but  the 
rebellious  foul  will  rcfift  to  the  laft ;  like  a  defperate 
criminal  under  fentence,  it  will  kill  or  be  killed. 

No  Iboner  does  the  eye  of  juftice  dart  a  ray  on 
the  guilty  confcience,  but,  like  •  the  Egyptians,  he 
flies.  The  Lord  looked  upon  the  boft  of  the  Egyptians 
through  the  pillar  of  fire ^  Jo  that  the  Egyptians /aid. 
Let  us  flee.  Exod.  xiv.  24,  25,  Thus  the  finner 
rebels  a^ainft  the  li?hl.  Job  xxi v.  1 3.  He  that 
doeth  evil  hateth  the  light,  neither  cometh  he  to  the 
Ughtt  left  his  deeds  fhould  be  reproved.  John  iii.  io. 
Here  is  the  ftrong  oppofition  from  the  enmity  of 
the  mind  i  the  poor  fleeping  duft  of  the  body  will 
never  make  this  refiftance.  When  the  Lord  fpeak- 
eth.  Earth,  difclofeyour  blood,  and  no  more  cover  your 
fiairiy  lfa«  xxvi.  21,  it  is  done  \  they  fhall  move  out  of 
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tieif  boles  like  worms  of  the  earth.  Micah  vii.  17^ 
Here  is  no  more  rcfiftancc  than  what  the  power  of 
the  worm  reprcfents.  But  when  God  comes  to  raifc 
a  dead  foul,  not  only  the  undcrftanding  fkulks  from 
the  light,  but  every  faculty  is  engaged  in  the  oppo- 
lition.  Let  God  give  a  pofitive  command^  and 
he  receives  an  anfwer  pregnant  with  the  utmoft 
/efentment.  Sotiy  go  work  to-day  in  my  inneyard.  He 
anfwered^  and/aid^  I  will  not.  Matt  xxi,  28^  29. 
Let  a  minider  reprefent  the  excellency  and  fuitable^ 
nefs  of  a  Saviour,  and  the  anfwer  isj  He  bath  no 
form  nmr  comelinejs^  and  when  we  fee  bim^  tbere  is  no 
beauty  tbat  wejbouid  defire  bim.  Ifa.  liii.  a.  Thus 
the  carnal  underftanding  fliuns  the  rays  of  light, 
the  mind  difcovers  its  enmity,  the  will  exprefles 
the  utmoft  reientment,  and  the  afFcfbions  are  alto- 
gether alienated  from  God,  and  fixed  upon  one 
idol  or  other  j  fome  dote  on  pleafure,  others  on 
wealth,  others  upon  honour,  others  upon  human 
learnbg,  and  all  upon  fin.  Not  one  thought  for 
God,  until  an  almighty  power  take  it  prifoner,  and 
by  love  make  it  a  willing  captive.  Our  weapons  are 
not  camaU  but  mighty^  tbrougb  God,  to  bring  into 
captivity  every  thought  to  the  obedience  of  Cbrijl. 
a  Cor.  iv.  5. 

Jbimaaz.  Why,  this  is  God's  tcftimony  of  hu- 
man frailty,  and  what  every  eminent  faint  in  the 
bible  has  confcfTed  and  confirmed,  by  the  long  cata- 
logue of  their  own  finful  weakneiles.  But  Is  it  not 
amazing  tbat  men  will  daringly  give  the  ceilimony 
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of  Ood  and  his  faints  the  lie,  by  crying  up  the  will 
and  power  of  fallen  man>  to  believe,  to  come,  and 
to  dofe  in  with  the  Saviour  ? 

Cujhi.  As  for  the  Saviour,  they  ought  to  leave 
him  quite  out  of  the  queftion.  If  nnan  is  not 
fallen,  there  is  no  call  for  help  •,  if  he  be  not  dead> 
there  is  no  need  of  the  gift  of  eternal  life  -,  if  man 
has  a  will,  no  call  for  God  to  make  him  willing; 
if  he  has  a  power  of  his  jown,  no  call  for  a  divine 
power  to  be  put  forth  -,  and  if  he  be  not  loft,  no 
call  for  falvation  by  grace :  but,  alas  !  they  are  like 
the  Roman  catholics,  whofe  hearts  may  be  com- 
pared to  a  field  of  batde,  where  pride  and  con* 
fcience  are  at  war  all  the  year  round.  Aflc  a  papift 
how  he  is  to  be  juftifled  P  Pride  anfwers.  By  works. 
Aik  if  he  Can  keep  the  law  ?  The  anfwer  is.  Yes  j 
and  gave  it  an  obedience  that  exceeds  the  command, 
even  works  of  fupererogation,  more  than  the  law 
requires.  Alk  confcience  what  (he  thinks  of  juftifi* 
cation  and  acceptance  with  God  by  fuperabound- 
ing  works;  and  her  anfwer  will  be  this,  You  muft 
judge  of  our  heart  by  our  actions.  If  we  thought 
that  our  works  would  juftify  us,  and  bring  in  God 
himielf  a  debtor  to  us  (as  we  talk),  we  fhould  not 
beat  the  pains  of  praying  to  thirty  or  forty  medi- 
ators and  interceflbrs ;  nor  ihould  we  buy  pardons 
and  abfoludons,  nor  give  fuch  large  fums  to  trading 
priefts  to  pray  us  out  of  hell  when  we  arc  dead; 
you  would  hear  nothing  of  this  if  all  were  right 
within;  therefore  you  muft  judge  of  our  faith  by 
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theic  fruits.  Juft  fo  it  is  with  an  Arminiafl ;  let 
confcicncc  gtlpc  him,  and  he  talks  of  righteoufneft 
of  Chrift  and  free  grace ;  but  if  a  few  dead  works 
make  confcience  lie  quiet,  then  pride  and  felfwill 
contradi^  all  that  confcience  ikid:  this  appears 
throughout  all  their  writings.  Thus  they  rebel  iff 
the  face  of  truth,  and  oppofe  the  verdi6t  and  len- 
tence  of  theii  own  thoughts  and  confcience.  It 
requires  a  greater  power  to  raife  a  dead  foul  to  the 
life  of  faith,  than  to  raife  a  dead  body  to  life  and 
adion. 

Lazarus,  come  forth !  The  command  was  in- 
ftantly  obeyed,  though  the  body  was  fettered  with 
a  winding- (heet.  He  that  was  dead  came  forth  bound 
band  and  foot  tvitb  grave  clothes f  and  his  face  was 
hound  about  witB  a  napkin.  JohA  xi^  4  ^,  44. 
.  jlhimaaz.  According  to  your  account  of  popery 
and  Arminianifm,  which  you  ieem  to  view  as  one 
fyftem,  they  are  under  the  fame  conteft  that  Nico- 
demus  was  his  confcience  told  him  that  Jefus  was 
the  great  Mefliah  j  this  lie  owned.  We  believe  that 
thou  art  a  teacher  come  from  Gody  for  no  man  do  the 
miracles  that  thou  doeji^  except  God  be,  with  him^  And 
yet  his  pride  oppofed  his  confcience ;  Have  any  of  the 
rulers  believed  on  him  ?  and  if  I  go  to  hifn  for  t^iition, 
what  becomes  of  my  infallibility  and  reputation  ? 
Thus  he  ftands  at  the.ftrait  gate,  and  his  own 
pride  made  the  ftrait.  Had  he  obeyed  die  voice  of 
the  inward  teftimony  that  the  Saviour's  miracles 
produced^  without    confuhing  his  reputation,  ht 
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wwld  have  been  removed  out  of  thai  flraU  into  s 
h^oad place y  where  there  is  nojiraitnejs.  Job  xxxvi. 
i6.  But  in  order  to  keep  up  his  reputation,  and 
palm  his  confcience  too,  he  a(5ls  the  part  of  Guy 
Faux>  goes  by  night,  until  he  fcts  the  crucifixion  of 
the  Saviour,  and  -the  judgments  that  attended  his 
dying  cry.  Then  he  appears,  and  publicly  owns 
the  dead  temple,  though  before  afhamed  to  own 
the  living  God,  that  for  above  thirty  years  had 
dwelt  in  it,  and  dilplayed  no  Icfs  than  omnipotent 
power  from  it.  His  pride  procured  him  juft  caufc 
for  cutting  regret. 

Ahimaaz.  Indeed,  my  brother,  the  fear  of  man 
hinge th  a  fnare;  but  whofo  futteth  his  truft  in  the 
Lord  Jballiejafe.  Prov.  xxix.  25.  And  I  believe 
thoufands  have  been,  and  flill  are,  taken  in  diat 
fnare ;  they  hve  (as  the  Saviour  6ys)  the  praife  ef 
men  more  than  the  praife  of  God.  John  xii,  43.  This 
is  awful ;  as  the  Lord  declares,  tbiat  ^hofoever  fh^l 
he  ajhamed  of  him  and  of  his  words  in  this  adulterous 
and/mful  generation^  of  him  al/^  Jhall  the  Son  rf  Man 
he  ajbamedy  when  he  Jhall  come  in  the  glor^  of  bis  Pa^ 
ther  with  the  holy  angels.  Markviii.  38.  But  do  let 
me  hear  a  little  more  of  the  Lord's  proceedings 
with  Prodigalis,  for  I  dearly  love  to  hear  of  con- 
verting work  going  on. 

Cujhi.  Why,  bleffed  be  God,  he  is  alive  froni 
the  dead  i  as  the  Scripture  fays,  Bleffed  and  holy  is 
be  that  hath  part  in  thefirfi  refurreSion  \  on  fucb  the 
jecond  death  bath  no  power.  Rev.  xx.  6. 
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Ahimaaz.  Pray  whae  do  you  fuppofe  the  Holy 
Ghoft  means  by  that  text  ?  Does  he  mean  the  pre- 
eminence of  the  fainss  at  the  general  refurreftion  f 
or  does  he  mean  the  faints  rifing  to  newnefs  of  life 
by  the  quickening  power  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  at 
regeneration  ? 

Cufiu  Doubtlefs,  the  pre-eminence  of  the  faints 
at  the  general  refurre«5lion  is  implied,  becaule  it 
is  revealed,  that  the  dead  m  Cbriji  Jhall  rife  firfi. 
I  Theff.  iv.  1 6.  The  faint  fliall  have  the  pre-emir 
nence  in  that  day.  This  their  [wicked]  way  is  their 
folly,  yet  their  pofterity  approve  their  fayingsj 
hkejheep  they  are  laid  in  the  grave  j  death  Jhdl  feed  an 
$htmi  and  the  upright  Jhall  have  dominion  over  them  in 
the  morning.  Pf.  xlix.  1 4,  Thus,  you  fee,  the  dead 
in  Chrift  (hall  rife  firft  s  the  upright  ihall  have  do- 
minion in  that  morning  when  the  Sun  of  rigbteouf" 
fiefs  JhaU  arife;  as  the  lightning  comet b  out  of  the  eaft^ 
tmdfhineth  even  unto  the  weJiyfoJbaU  alfo  the  coming 
tftbe  Son  of  Man  be.  Matt.  xxiv.  27. 

Ahimaaz.  Pray  what  is  meant  by  the  dead  in 
Chrift  ? 

Cujhi.  There  are  two  heads  who  reprefcnt  all 
the  offspring  of  Adam  ;  and  every  individual  dies 
a  member  in  union  with  one  of  thofe  heads.  The 
man  that  believes  in  Chrift,  hath  righteoufnefs  and 
ftrength  in  Chrift;  and,  being  joined  to  Chrift,  is  of 
one  fpirit  with  him.  He  thai  is  joined  to  the  Lcrd  is 
eneJpiriL  i  Cor.  vi.  17.  By  virtue  of  this  fpiritual 
union,  he  is  a  part  of  the  myftical  body  ofChriJi^  and 
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•M  member  in  particular,  i  Cor.  xii.  ay.  This  union 
was  from  all  eternity  between  Chrift  and  the  eleft  5 
but  it  is  not  revealed  till  regeneration.  Blefled  are 
they  that  follow  the  Lord  in  ibe  regeneration  \  tbeff 
JbaUfitontbrmes.  Matt.  xix.  28. 

As  members  of  Chrift  by  grace,  and  in  union 

« 

with  him  by  the  fpirit,  they  live  in  this  world  j 
and  as  his  members  in  union  they  accordingly  die ; 
hence  they  are  faid  to  die  in  him.  Bleffed  are  the  dead 
that  die  in  the  Lord  from  henceforth  y  yea,  faith  tbi 
Spirit,  that  they  may  rejifrom  their  labours,  and  their 
works  do  follow  them.  Rev.  xiv.  13.  Perfonsthus 
departed  are  called    by  the    apoftle^  the  dead  in 

Chrift* 

Chrift  is'  called  xhtfecond  Adam^  the  Lord  from 

heaven,  the  quickening jpirit  1  and  thofe  that  die  mem- 
bers of  this  heavenly  head,  are  to  be  like  him ;  as 
is  the  heavenly  [hc^d],fuch  are  they  alfo  that  are  hea-- 
venly  [members],  i  Cor.  xv.  48.  And  as  we  have 
borne  the  image  of  the  earthy  [head  before  converfion]^ 
we  fball  alfo  bear  the  image  of  the  heavenly  [head 
being  converted],  i  Cor.  xv.  49. 

On  the  other  hand,  Adam  is  the  fallen  head  of 
all  that  are  in  the  flelh,  or  in  their  iirft-born  ftate, 
— never  born  again  of  the  Spirit ;  hence  they  arc 
called  6e(hly  children;  that  is,  they  that  are  the 
children  of  tbeflejh,  thefe  are  not  the  children  rfGod. 
Rom.  ix.  8. 

Chrift  and  Adam  are  the  two  heads^  the  repre<« 
Icntatives  of  all  thp  children  of  men^  Audfo  it  is 
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wrilten,  T*he  fir  ft  man  Adam  was  made  a  Uvbtifiuli 
the  laft  Adam  a  quickening  Jprit.  i  Cor.  xv.  45. 
Thefe  are  the  two  heads  ;  one  is  called  J^kual^ 
and  the  other  naturdy  verfe  46-  Chrift  is  the  head 
of  all  the  ekft,  they  were  chofen  in  himj  and 
Adann  is  the  head  of  all  the  reprobate.  Tbefirft 
man  is  cf  the  earthy  earthy  ;  thefecond  man  is  the  Lard 
frm  heaven^  verfe  27.  Thofe  that  die  in  their  firft- 
born  ftate,  die  members  of  fallen  Adam,  and  are 
in  the  flefh,  being  deftitute  of  the  Spirit ;  fuch  are 
not  the  children  of  God,  but  of  the  flefh  i  andyKg^  and 
hlcod  cannot  inherit  the  kingdom  (ff  God.  i  Cor, 
XV.  50. 

Thefe  are  faid  not  ta  fall  afleep  in  the  Lord, 
but  to  die,  yea  for  ever.  If  ye  live  after  tbejlejb,  ye 
Jhall  diiy  Rom.  viii.  1 3 ;  and  if  fo,  they  die  in  their 
fins.  This  is  the  cafe  with  every  unbeliever. 
If  ye  believe  not  that  I  AM,  y^  fhall  die  in  yourjins. 
John  viii,  14.  Thefe  expreffipns  I  AM  fignify  the 
felf-exiftence,  felf-cpmplacence,  indepwdencc,  an4 
eternity  of  Jehovah  the  Saviour.  The  pronoun 
/  excludes  all  others  in  point  of  dependence  j  and 
the  word  AM  excludes  both  the  paft  and  the  far 
ture  tcfifcs,  and  is  exprcflSyc  of  his  eternity.  Thi^ 
name  was  revealed  before  the  human  nature  was 
alTumed — And  God  fdd  unto  Mojes,  I  AM  that  I 
AM\  and  befaidy  Thusfbalt  thou  fay  unto  the  chUdrpt 
cf  Ifraely  I  AM  batbfent  me  unto  you.  And  Godfaii 
moreover  unto  Mofes,  tbtisjbalt  thou  fay  unto  the  chil- 
dren of  I/racl,  The  Lord  God  of  your  father Sy  the  God 
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^  Atrabamy  the  God  of  ^aacy  and  the  God  of  Jacoh^ 
bath  Jent  me  unto  you\  this  h  my  name  for  ever, 
4md  this  my  memorial  unto  all  generations.  Exod. 
ill.  14,  15.  The  firft  verfe  includes  the  felf-cxif- 
tence  and  eternity  of  our  Saviour's  deity^  the  fecond 
vtrk  includes  him  as  the  God^  the  guards  and  por* 
tion  of  all  the  faithful,  as  he  was  to  Abraham  ;  the 
portion  of  every  heir  of  pro-life, .  as  he  was  to 
jfaac  J  and  of  every  prevailcr  with  him  in  prayer, 
a$  he  was  to  Jacob.  His  revealing  himlejf  tht 
God  of  Abi'aham,  liaac,  and  Jacob>  (;^cludes  IQx^ 
mael  and  Efau,  to  (hew  that  he  is  not  the  Qod  of 
the  dead,  but  of  the  living.  Matt.  xxii.  32.  This 
name  the  Saviour  applies  to  himfeli^— ^^  keliew 
mi  that  lAMy  yefhdll  die  in  yourjinh 

Abimaaz.  You  differ  mUch  in  principles  from 
the  Arian*  ,  ^ 

Cufii.  The  Arian  never  Hnew  the  Loid,  there^ 
fore  he  had  better  let  him  alone ;  his  ca(e  is  de^^ 
rate ;  he  has  but  one  ground  of  hope  left  accord*^ 
ing  to  his  own  creed. 

j^maaz*  Pray  what  is  that  ? 

CufiL  Why,  if  the  Saviour's  teftinlony  be  a  lie, 
and  if  the  whole  Bible  be  falfe,  there  is  ground  of 
hope  for  him ;  but  if  God  the  Father's  teftimony 
be  true^  Hcb.  i.  8,  if  the  Holy  Ghoft's  witneis  be 
true.  Matt,  xxil  43,44»  if  the.witnefs  of  angels  be 
tnie,  Luke  ii.  1 1,  and  if  the  Saviour's  witnefs  be 
mie.  Rev.  i.  8,  he  muft  be  damned.  Jfye  heUeve 
pat  thf^  I  AM,  yejball  die  in  yourjins  i  and  be  that 
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ielieves  notjhall  be  daaintd.  Mark  xvi.  i6.  Thus, 
if  Father,  Son,  and  Spirit,  have  borne  a  falfe  tel^ 
timony,  there  is  hope  for  the  Arian  ;  but  if  a  true 
one,  he  has  brought  in  a  damnable  hereby  even  denying 
the  Lord  that  bought  us,  and  Jhall  bring  upon  bimfelf 
Jwift  deJlruSion.  a  Pet.  ii.  i. 

Jhimaaz.  I  beg  pardon,  my  brother,  for  breaking 
in  upon  your  difcourfe,  but  I  obfcrved  that  in  your 
defcription  of  the  two  heads  and  reprefentatives  of 
the  two  families,  which  are  called  children  of  pro- 
miie,  and  children  of  the  flefh,  you  feem  to  difier 
in  judgment  from  many  learned  men;  I  mean  upon 
the  apoftle's  words — Forfince  by  man  came  death ^  hy 
man  came  alfr  the  refurreBim  of  the  dead.  For  as  in 
Adam  all  die^  even  Jo  in  ChriJiJhaU  all  be  made  aUve. 
I  Cor.  xv,  aij  ?2.  Many  learned  men  from  that 
text  attempt  to  prove  the  death  of  all  mankind  in 
the  iirfl:  Adam,  and  the  refurredion  to  life  of  all 
mankind  in  Chriil  the  fecond  Adam, 

Cujhi.  If  all  die  in  Adam,  there  is  not  a  foul  in 
heaven;  and  if  all  are  made  alive  in  Chrift,  there  is 
not  a  foul  in  hell.  The  prepofition  in  implies  umon^ 
and  the  particle  aU  implies  members.  To  handle  the 
text  otherwife  is  contradiding  and  giving  the  lie 
to  a  third  part  of  the  Bible.  The  eleft  do  not  die 
in  Adam,  for  he  never  was  the  chofen  head  of 
God's  elcdV,  nor  were  the  cleft  chofen  in  him ;  and 
although  they  fell  in  the  firft  Adam,  they  are  not 
rcftored  in  or  by  him  5  for  they  had  life  in  the  fe- 
ccnd  Adam  before  ever  they  fell  in  the  firft.  They 
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that  die  in  Adam,  die  eternally,  for  he  Is  not  the 
Ipiritual  head  ,  and  they  that  die  in  Chrift  live  eter- 
nally, for  he  is  their  vital  head ;  God  is  not  the 
God  of  the  dead^  hut  of  the  living.  Whichever  head 
a  man  dies  in,  he  will  rife  in  the  image  and  order 
of  that  head ;  For  as  in  Adam  aU  die,  even  Jo  in 
Cbrift  Jhdll  all  be  made  alive :  but  every  man  in  bis 
own  order /I.  Cor,  xv.  ^3.  When  the  Saviour  fays  to 
the  wicked,  Depart  from  m^,  ye  curjed,  into  everlajiing 
fire^  prepared  for  the  devil  and  bis  angels.  Matt,  xxv, 
4,1,  will  any  man  fay  that  thoft  are  made  alive  in 
Chrift  ?  And  yet,  upon  a  fingle  particle  the  whole 
myftery  of  uni verfal  redemption  is  raifed ;  and  the 
falvation  of  all  the  world  eftablifhed.  But  does  not 
the  Judge  of  quick  and  dead  handle  the  text  as  I 
have  done  ?  Does  he  not  blefs  thofe  that  are  in 
him>  and  curie  thofe  that  are  in  Adam's  fall  ?  If 
foch  a  univerfal  doflrine  could  be  preached  in  hell, 
there  is  not  a  reprobate  there  but  would  give  it 
the  lie. 

Abimaaz.  You  have  fatisfied  me,  my  brother, 
and  I  fee  the  Saviour  on  the  judgment-feat  Con* 
firms  your  fenie  of  the  text ;  and,  as  the  Saviour's 
decifion  juftifies  you,  you  cannot  be  wrong.  Let 
men  put  what  conftruftion  they  will  upon  a  text, 
if  the  Saviour  contradi^s  it  at  the  day  of  jud^ent, 
|t  is  falfe. 

But  do  let  xt\t  hear  a  little  more  of  Prodigalis ; 
we  left  him,  if  you  remember,  dead  in  die  vail^ 
gf  dry  bones;  and  you  promiied  to  relate  his  fpi- 
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ritual  refurre£tion^  which  I  fhould  be  glad  to  hear, 
and  whether  %herc  be  any  analogy  between  the  firft 
and  the  fecond  refurreftion. 

Cujhi.  There  is  a  juft  analogy.  I  have  fhewcd  you 
that  a  finner  is  fpiritually  dead  and  buried  from  the 
prophecy  of  Ezekiel^  even  as  the  body  is  dead  and 
buried  in  a  grave  of  earth.    An  unbeliever,  though 
a  chofen  veficl,  is  faid  to  be  afleep  in  hi^  fins,  as  a 
dead  body  fleeps  in  the  grave>  and  both  mud  be 
awakened  and  ralfcd.     The  Saviour  Ipeaks  of  both 
thefe,  as  it  were,  in  one  breath.  Of  the  fpiritual  rc- 
furreftion  he  fpeaketh  thus — Verily  ^  verily  ^  I  Jay  unto 
ycuy  the  hour  is  comings  and  now  is  (come),  when  tbi 
dead  pall  bear  the  voice  of  the  Son  of  God,  and  they 
that  bear  Jhall  live.  John  v.  25.     Of  the  refurreftion 
of  the  body  he  fpeaketh  after  this  manner — Marvel 
not  at  this  i  for  tbe  bour  is  coming  in  tbe  wbicb  all  tbat 
are  in  tbe  graves  JhaU  bear  bis  voice ^  and  Jhall  come 
forth  I  they  tbat  have  done  goody  unto  tbe  refurreSiion  of 
life ;  and  they  tbat  have  done  eviU  unto  tbe  refurreQion 
if  damnation.  John  v.  28,  29.    The  dead  bodies  are 
to  be  alarmed  by  the  found  of  the  archangel's 
trumpet  5  F<nr  tbe  Lord  bin^elf  Jhall  defcendfrom  hea- 
ven with  a  fiouty  with  tbe  voice  of  tbe  archangel j  and 
with  the  trump  of  God.  1  Thcff.  iv.  16.  A  goipel  mi- 
nifter  s  called  ah  angel-  Rev.  iii.  i .    Preaching  the 
alarming  word  of  God,  is  called    founding   th? 
trumpet.     Bkw  ye  tbe  trumpet  in  Zion,  andjound  an 
4daim  in  my  holy  mountain  \  let  all  tbe  inbaWants  of  tbe 
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tandtrmbb ;  for  the  day  of  the  LorJcmetbi  for  it^ 
mgb  at  band.  Joel  ii,  u 

This  was  the  caic  with  Prodigalis  j  there  came 
a  watchman  ioto  the  valley  of  dry  bones  and  found- 
ed the  trumpets  which  alarmed  the  coafcience  of 
the  poor  man — ie  heard  the  fomi  of  tb^  Irum^^ 
Ezck,  xxxiii.  5,  Thus  the  dead  foul  is  alarmed  bjr 
the  angel's  trumpet^  as  dead  bodies  are  to  be.  Se« 
condly^  the  fleeping  body  is  not  only  to  be  alarmed, 
but  it  is  to  be  awakened,  and  brought  to  judgment. 
— And  many  ifihem  ibatfkep  in  the  dufi  of  ibeiortb 
/bait  awahs  fo»e,  to  everlafiing  Mfe^  andfome  tofbame 
and  everlufting  contempt.  Daia.  xii*  a.  Thus  th£' 
fleeping  body  is  awakened  and  brought  to  judg^ 
menti  fo  in  like  manner  is  (he  fleeping  flnner 
awakened  and  broiight  to  the  light,  which  is  God ; 
for  God  is  light. — Awake ^  thou  that  fleepeft^  and 
arifc  from  the  dead^  and  Cbrift  fbaU  give  thee  light. 
£ph»  V.  14.  Thirdly,  the  archangel's  trumpet  is 
to  be  attended  with  the  .powerful  voice  of  the 
Saviour — All  that  are  in  tbe^  granges  fiall  hear  his 
voice  and  come  forth.  Thegolpd  trumpet' is  at- 
tended by  the  fame  voice — The  time  is  now  come 
yohen  the  dead  fhall  hear  the  voice  of  the  Son  of  God. 

Thus  you  fep,  that  as  the  departed  body  is  faid 
to  be.dead,  to  be  alleep,  and  to  be  in  the  grave  -, 
(o  an  unconverted  foul  is  faid  to  be  dead,  to  be 
afleep,  and  to  be  in  the  grave  alfo.  In  raifing^thie 
body  an  angel  is  employed.  Matt.  xxiy.  3 1  j  a 
trumpet  is  founded,  i  Cor.  xv,  52  s    the  Lord's 
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Voice  is  hcird,  John  V.  28 ;  the  body  is  dbtfiMcfj 
awakened,  Dan.  xiu  2  i  raifed  up;  i  Cor;  xv.  5^1 
and  brought  to  judgment,  Ecci.  xL  9.  So  in  raid- 
ing a  dead  foul,  an  angel  by  office  is  employed. 
Rev.  iii.  i ;  the  gofpel  trumpet  is  founded,  Ifa. 
xxvii.  I J  I  the  Lord's  voice  is  Heard,  John  v.  25; 
the  foul  is  alarmed,  Joel  ii.  1  $  it  is  awakened, 
Eph.  V.  145  raifed,  F.ph.  11,  6  ;  and  brought  forth 
to  the  light,  and  God  is  light,  to  be  arraigned  and 
chaftened  for  his  iniquity,  that  he  may  be  juftified 
here,  and  not  condemned  in  *the  great  day.  j3«/ 
when  *UD€  are  judged  we  are,  chaftened  of  the  Lerd^ 
that  we  Jhould  not  he  condemned  with  the  world. 
I  Cor.  xi.  32- 

This  was  the  cafe  with  Prodigalis  $  his  confcf- 
ence  was  alarmed,  his  underftanding  awakened,  and 
the  Loid's  voice  quickened  his  dead  foul  to  feel 
his  guilt ;  he  was  raifed  from  his  carnal  fecurity, 
and  brought  forth  from  a  ftate  of  fpiritual  death 
and  infentibility ;  and  after  this  he  took  his  trial  as 
really  as  any  will  do  in  the  day  of  judgment.  And 
at  the  general  judgment,  when  the  Judge  is  feated, 
the  books  will  be  opened^  Dan.  vii.  10 ;  and  (b  poor 
Prodigalis  found  at  his  trial :  for  both  law,  gofpel, 
and  confcience  were  point  blank  againft  him. 

Abimaaz.  Then,  according  to  your  account^ 
there  is  not  only  a  firft  and  fecond  refurrefl-ion,  but 
a  firft  and  laft  judgment  alfo. 

Cufhi.  There  certainly  is  j  and  the  word  jufti- 
fication  implies  a  atrial  here  5  the  eledk  are  cried 
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in  this  life)  and  jullified  by  faith  m  the  Saviour. 
Hence  they  are  faid  to  fajs  from  death  to  life^  and 
Jhall  never  come  into  condemnation ;  which  implies, 
that  there  was  a  miniftration  of  death  that  they 
were  arraigned  at,'  and  found  dead  under,  and  a 
fentence  that  they  efcaped  ;  elfe  how  could  the/ 
pais  from  death  to  life  by  faith,  and  for  ever  efcape 
condemnation  ? 

jibimaaz.     I  do  not  remember  any  paflage  of 
fcripture  that  favours  your  opinion. 

Cu/bi.  I  think  there  are  many  fcriptures  that 
&vour  it.  For  the  time^  is  come  that  judgment  muji 
begin  at  the  houje  of  God ;  and  if  it  firft  begin  at  us, 
what  Jhall  the  end  be  of  them  that  obey  not  the  go/pel 
of  God?  And  if  the  righteous  Jcarcely  befaved,  where 
Jhall  the  ungodly  and  the  finner  appear  ?  i  Peter 
iv.  17,  18.  In  that  text  the  deftrudion  of  IfracI 
by  the  Romans  may  be  implied,  which  was  to 
begin  at  the  temple  or  houfe  of  God ;  but  Peter 
was  no  part  of  that,  therefore  more  is  intended 
by  Peter's  faying,  Judgment  begins  at  us.  The  de- 
ilrudion  of  the  temple  was  a  fulfilment  of  this  pro- 
phecy— Slay  utterly  old  and  young,  both  maids^  little 
children^  and  women^  and  begin  at  my-JanSuary. 
Ezck.  ix.  5,  6.  Secondly,  the  arraignment  and 
martyrdom  of  the  faints  may  be  implied  in  that 
text,  but  the  fpiritual  judgment  of  the  ele£t  in 
this  world  is  not  excluded  \  nor  is  it  excluded  in 
the  following  text — For,  for  this  caufe  was  the 
go/pel  preached  alfo  to  them  that  are  dead,  that  they 
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m^hi  i^e  judged  according  ^0  men  in  thejlejb^  hut  lilii 
according  to  God  in  the  Spirit,   i  Peter  iv.  6. 

The  Lord  hath  often  difcovered  himfelf  as  an 
angry  judge  to  a  finnef  from  the  pulpit;  and  has 
fpoke  to  his  confcience  by  the  preacher,  fufficient 
to  convince  him  of  his  awful  ftatej  even  his  inmoft 
thoughts  have  been  difcovered  and  laid  open^  and 
he  has  found  himfelf  in  the  powerful  handj  and  at 
the  very  bar  of  God,  convifted  of  all  his  crinies, 
the  very  fentence  founding  in  his  ears,  and  his  foul 
finking  into  all  the  horrors  of  a  condemned  cri- 
minal ;  which  has  made  him  tremble  no  lefs  than 
a  condemned  finner  will  do  in  the  day  of  judgments 
as  it  is  written.  But  if  ye  fropbefy^  and  there  come 
in  one  that  believetb  not^  or  one  unlearned^  be  is  cOH^ 
vinced  of  all^  he  is  judged  of  all :  and  thus  are  the 
Jecrets  of  bis  heart  made  manifeft  i  and  fo^  falling 
down  on  his  face^  be  will  worjhip  God,  and  report 
that  God  is  in  you  of  a  truth,  i  Cor.  xiv.  24,  25. 

Thus  you  fee  the  operation  of  the  word  and 
(pirit  of  God ;  when  the  Lord  fpeakcth  to  the 
heart,  the  rebel  is  arraigned,  judged,  and  con- 
demned, both  by  law  and  confcience ;  and  would 
fink  to  all  eternity,  if  God  did  not  impute  an  ever-^ 
lading  righteoufncfs  to  him  :  but  the  chofen  finner 
has  an  advocate,  and  therefore  his  trial  does  not 
end  in  eternal  death,  but  in  a  fatherly  chaftifcment^ 
as  it  is  written — But  when  we  are  judged  we  are 
ehajlened  of  the  Lord,  that  we  fhould  not  be  cm-- 
demned  with  the  world.  \  Cor.  xi.  j  r,  32. 
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jOnmaaz.  I  would  wifli  to  hear  the  trial  of 
Prodigalis,  if  mf  brother  would  relate  it ;  and 
pray  be  fo  kind  as  to  bring  in  the  word  of  God  to 
ihcw  the  confiftency  of  hia  airaignment  tfaerewitii ; 
for  you  know  that  muft  be  the  touchdone  that  ail^ 
things  muft  be  tried  by; — even  the  ipirit/the 
praAice,  and  the  principles  of  a  believer  mud  be- 
tried  by  that. 

Cuft)u  Very  true ;  and  I  fhall  be  glad  to  prove 
&e  trialj  and  the  juftificdtion  of  this  poor  (inner,' 
by  that  immutable  ftandard.  After  Prodigalis  had 
been  alarmed,  awakened,  quickened  to  feel  Jii3' 
guilt,  and  raifed  out  of  his  dead  ftate  of  carnal' 
fccurity,  he  gave  himfelf  wholly  up  to  retirement- 
and  melancholy,  as  being  fk  company  for  none* 
but  thofe  of  the  fame  caft.  In  one  of  his  folitaiy^ 
walks  he  came  to  a  lonely  grove^  which  is  wdtt 
known  to  thoufands;  and  having  a  clear  view 'tod' 
a  feeling  fenfe  of  his  loft  eftate,  be  lift  up  bis  voice 
find  wepii  and  be  called  tbe  name  of  tbat  place  Jbo- 
cbim,  Judges  ii.  4,  5 ;  and  it  is  called  rbe  place  cf 
mourners  to  this  day. 

At  the  end  ofTinouming  ^rove  there  is  a  little 
valley^  and  on  the  fouth  fide  of  it,  at  the  foot  of 
an  hill>  is  a  little  cnclofed  fpot,  walled  round,  and 
planted  with  dwarf  evergreens.  Prodigalis  attempted 
an  entrance  into  it,  but  met  with  a  rebuff,  and  had 
the  gate  fhut  s^ainfthim.  He  then  made  an  at- 
tempt to  climb  over  the  wall,  but  he  felt  himfelf 
(enfibly  refifted — God  refijietb  tbe  proud.      This 
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w^(ougk  (uch  diftra^ion  a^d  conC^fipn  ip  bi3  mind, 
t^a(  he  fainted  ajway,  an4  lay  for  fomc  hours  in  « 
Uance^  during  which  time  he.  bad  a.  vifion.  Bi^ 
Jaijo  kg  nighty  and  beboldy,  a  man  riding  ufm  a.  h4 
Imfe^  and:  he  fia^d  among  myrtle  tre^s  ibat  ^m^rt  ift 
the  hiiemj  and  behind  bifft  were  red  borfts  Jpangkd 
and  wbiie.    Zech*  }»  S« 

Prodigalis  had  the  ufc  of  all  his  faculties  s  but 
whether  he  was  \t  the  body  or  cue  of  it«  he  could 
not  rtell.  His  mind  was  imprefied  with  aivfu) 
thoughts  of  ^e  grand  affize;  and  the  horfo  thai: 
be  faw  in  the  tifion  he  took  to  belong  to  the  retinue 
of  his  Judge,  who  Was  vifiting  thole  parts  in  hia 
{H;rpetual.  circuit*  And  indeed  he  was  not  miftaken^ 
for  the  horfe^  belonged  to  the  chariots  of  God> 
and  were  a  part  of  she  twenty  tbflufand  that  ahfoags 
attended  hita.  Pfalin  Ixviii.  17,  The  poor  man  waa 
forcibly  ieized^  and  led  in  the  vilion  by  a  ftrong 
hand  to  a  lofty  hill^  the  top  of  which  was  covered 
with  a  pillar  of  fmoke  1  the  nviddle  of  it  was  all 
ott  a  Same  of  fire^  and  juft  under  the  fire  hung^  a 
heavy  dark  Cloud  \  before  that  cloud  Prodigalis  was 
pkeed  i  nor  was  it  in  his  power  to  move  one  ftep 
from  it,  though  he  fain  would  have  fled  out  of  his 
band,  Jobxxvii.  22. 

Out  of  the^midft  of  that  black  cloud  a  fuper- 
natural  light  broke  forth^  and  forcibly  darted  its 
beams  on  the  whole  foul  of  Prodigalis.  As  foon 
as  this  light  flione  upon  him^  all  the  corruptions 
of  his  heart  boiled  up,  as  theflre  caufetb  the  water 

to 
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te  ML  Ifa*  Ixiv.  t.^^Ws^  inijttitiet  w&e  fet  hefhrA 
bis  judge  J  afiJ  bis  /ecret  fins  in  the  light  of  his  ccun^ 
fenance.  Pfal.  xc.  8.  He  iaw  himfclf  in  his  true 
colours  indeed  j  Tor  his  polluted  foul  was  difcovercdf 
in  fuch  a  loathfomc  condition,  that  no  leper  was 
crer  {o  corrupted  in  body  as  he  appeared  to  be  in 
foul  ;•  from  head  t9  foot  there  was  no  foundnefs  j  alt 
wets  wounds,  hruifes^  and  putrifying  fores.  Ifa.  i.  6. 
He  was  a  leper  in  the  worfe  (tn^Q^  and  tn^ny  filthy 
rags  be  bad  laid  on  to  cover  his  wounds.  Ifa.  Ixiv.  6. 
But,  alas>  his  fpirirual  defilements^  and  his  legal  co^ 
n^eringSy  were  both  of  a  piece,  infonnuch  that  he 
might  truly  be  faid  to  be  cldthedwitb  filthy  garments. 
Zech.  lii,  3, 

In  this  deplorable  and  mod  miferable  condition 
he  found  an  accufer  (landing  clofe  to  him  upon  the 
right  hand ;  and  he  infufed  into  his  mind  fuch 
enmity  againft  the  light  that  Ihlned,  and  fuggcfted 
fuch  evils  and  hard  thoughts  againft  the  judge,  as 
are  fhocking  to  menrion.  Thus  flood  Prodigalis^ 
clothed  in  bis  filthy  garments^  filled  with  fliame  an4 
confufion  of  face,  even  before  the  angel  of  the  Lord^ 
and  Satan  ftandin^  at  bis  right  hand  to  refifi  him. 
Zcch.  iii*  1 4 

In  this  pcrifhing  ftate,  bitten  with  the  gnawing 
worm  of  a  guilty  confcience,  he  found  another 
enemy  on  his  left  fide,  threatening  every  moment 
to  put  a  period  to  his  exiftence  \  and  if  that  had 
been  permitted,  he  wafc  fure  that  his  accufer  would 
gain  an  awful  conqueft  over  him^  and  an  eternal 
-»  K  2  poiTellion 
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pofleflion  of  him.  No  free*will,  no  human  power^ 
no  fclf-rightcoufncfs  can  ftand  here; — Prodigali» 
found  this; — ^thefe  things  blafted  all  his  fuppofed 
power  and  free-wilL  Hisftrengtb  was  bungir-bittcny 
and  deftruSion  was  ready  at  bis  fide.  Tbis  devoured 
tbe  Jirengtb  of  bis  Jkin ;  the  firfi-horn  of  deatb  de^ 
voured  bis  Jirengtb.  Job  xviii.  1 2,  13  •  Now  I  will 
leave  yqu  to  guefs  at  the  fenfations  of  Prodigalis ; 
thus  fixed  in  the  prefenee  of  God>  with  all  his  (in^ 
in  the  light  of  God^s  countenance,  covered  with 
guilt  and  filth,  Satan  at  his  right  hand,  and  deftruc-' 
tion  at  his  left. 

Abimaaz..  A  deplorable  ftate  indeed ;  but  this 
is  not  the  cafe  with  all  finners. 

Cu/hi.  There  is  not  an  unconverted  foul  in  the 
world,  as  the  Lord  liveth;  but  what  is  in  this  fhite^ 
whether  he  know  it  or  not ;  and  this  he  will  find  in 
a  dying  hour, — his  fins  will  ftarc  him  in  the  face, — 
dcftroying  death  will  appear  at  his  left  hand,  and 
Satan  at  his  right,  if  he  die  out  of  Chrill;  and  as 
Hire  as  death  cuts  him  ofJT  in  his  fin,  fo  fure  Satan 
feizes  the  prey,  be  is  deliveted  iif  to  tbe  tormentor^ 
and  has  a  diftant  view  of  the  burning  throne  of  God 
-^Tben  fi^all  tbejpirit  return  to  God  wbo  gave  it  \ 
and  receive  the  fentence.  Depart  from  me ;  /  know 
ye  not. 

Prodigalis  being  thus  arraigned  at  the  bar,  with 
his  accufer  at  his  right  hand,  and  his  executioner 
on  his  left,  his  judgment  proceeded.  There  ap- 
peared a  man  under  the  burning  light,  that  took 

out 
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<n3t  a  fort  of  poft-bog,  in  which  were  the  iadifi>i- 
^orients  of  ProdigaUs — His  tranfgreffims  were  JeaU'd 
up  in  that  kag,  God  kad/ewtd  up  bis  iniquiiy.  Job 
^iv.  1 7.  Aod  DOW  the  bag  was  jbtought  forth,  and 
unfcsdtdf—Atd Jo  the  reUofa  book^as found tberein% 
and  it  was  Jfread  before  him ;  and  U  was  wrilteif 
xe^itbin  and  without  i  and  there  was  written  therein 
limitations  J  and  monnOng,  and  woe.  Ezek.^ii.  9,  ic| 

jAimaaz.   Pray  who  was  clerk  of  tk  peaces 
Who  was  he  that  read  the  indi^ment  ?  ./ 

.  Cujlfi^  Mofes  reads  the  indiftmentSj  ^nrolkth^ 
a&Ss  aod  ^draws^the  procefs;  but  a  man  whofe 
pa^e  is  Coofciencc  appeared  as  ckrk  of  the  affizej 
and  produced  mahy  things  that  had  been  donejn 
various  circuits ;  he  was  clerk  of  the  crown  alfb^ 
for  he  had'framcd  imd  recorded  many  indi£lmeatSy 
which  were  ali  now- produced. 
.  Jihimaax.  Pray  what  was  his  indikftinent  ?  Who 
had  innpeached  him  ? 

Cujbi.  There  wsece  feyeral  indi^ments,  againll 
him.  Firft,  he  was  accufed  of  tranfgreiCng  all  the 
laws  of  his  fovcreignj  fecondly»  of  private  ccmi- 
ipiracy  and  rebellion  againft  the  king's  pcrfbn  1 
thirdly^  of  high  treafon ;  and,  fourthly,  of  murder, 
&c.  as  (ball  be  flic^wed  in  the  procefs. — Firft, 
the  roll  of  lamentation,  mourniog^  and  woe^  was 
read  in  the  order  following :  Tfeou  art  indidtod, 
bK  the  name  of  Pnodigalisi  for  adhering  to  an  un- 
bwful  foyereign,  for  jSn  had  reigned  in  his  heart. 
|U>m«  y*  2i*— Thou  hail  beea  cUfioyal  to  the  king; 
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Msui  iaaft  fet  up  another  in  oppofition  to  him — Jb^ 
bad  Jet  up  an  idol  in  bis  heart.  Ezek.  xiv.  4. — ^Thou 
liaft  opened  thy  mouth  againlt  his  majefty,  and 
ipoken  lightly  and  vainly  of  his  name  and  perfon* 
— Thou  baft  •  profaned  the  days  of  reft-— the 
jjubilee  days-^&ft  days — and  all  the  days  of  fefti-« 
yity^-^Thou  art  charged  widi  difobedieftce  to  diy 
firogcnittirs^  and  with  the  dncadlul  crime  of  mur« 
der  »*r-thiu  haft  hatf d  thy  brother  for  bis  loyalty, 
which  is  murder  conceived  in  the  heart. — ^Thou  art 
charged  with  adultery^  and  with  theft ;  with  (peak- 
tog  falfdy  of  thy  neighbour,  and  coveting  his  pro- 
perty alter  thou  hadft  wafted  thine  own.  Wh^t 
layeft  thou  to  thefe  indi&ment$  ?  Art  thou  guilty, 
or  not  ? 

.  Jbimaaz^  Pray  what  did  the  poor  foul  fay  i  I 
have  fuch  a  feeling  for  him,  J  long  to  hear  his  deli-* 
yefancei  for  I  fancy  myfelf  at  the  very  bar.  Did 
he  plead  Not  Guilty  ? 

Oiftfi.  No,  he  could  not  do  that,  for  the  judge 
himfelf  was  a  /wift  witne/s  againft  him ;  as  it  is 
written,  And  I  will  ^am^  near  to  you  to  judgment  5 
^nd  I  will  be  ajwift  witne/s  againft  the  forcerers^  th^ 
adulterers ^  ^nd  the  fal/e  Jwearers.  Mai.  iii.  5.  Be- 
lidcs,  Confcience,  who  was  clerk  of  the  crown,  had 
framed  and  recorded  many  indiftmehts  againft  him; 
for  he  had  been  privately  arraigned  and  found 
guilty  feveral  times  before  i  therefore  to  plead  in- 
lioccnt  would  have  been  giving  the  lie  both  to  God 
an4C(«ifcicncci  aad  who  agaioft  thcfc  caa  be  heard  ? 
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He  ncitbelr  pleaded  guUi^  adr  kmoceoc ;  be  heM 
bis  hands  before  his  &ce  to  hide  his  faHen  coun^ 
feoanoe,  and  trembled  at  every  joint  {  for  he  had  not 
(to  his  JcnowJedge)  one  friend  in  all  the  court,'  Xh^ 
indi&nlent  ivas  read^  wherein  J>e  w^s  charged  wirl^ 
private  conspiracy  and  reb^(m$  this  hf^  JCQ^ 
Hot  deny,  for  the  accufer  who  ftcod^  at  .his.  ri^t 
band  was  thfs  very  enemy  thai;  drew  hiov  iacart^ 
confpiracy$  as  it  is  r^<:orded — that  they,  nyff  nmfff 
tbemfrivtf  out  4jfibejnare  eftbe  devils  wb$  xure  4^^fi 
captives  by  bim  at  bis  wilL  a  Xioi.  ii.  26* 

Abimaaz^  Why  fure  the  ciirfe4  .wretch  did  not 
diag  the  poor  foul  i^to  re)beiliop»  !an4.  theq  turn  t^ 
kiag'3  evidence,  did  he  ?  ,      ^ 

Ciifin^.  He  is  one  chat  can  turn  any  ,w^  but  the 
rights  he  wiU  fweajr.  and  He  too.  for  ./lothiog.^ 
Howbeit  the  kii>g  ftands  in  no  need  of  his  evidence 
nor  does  he  get  his  own  neck  out  of  the  baiter  by 
all  bis  turning.  The  rebellion  that  the  prisoner 
was  charged  with  was^  that  he  .ba4  fW  only  opppf*; 
ed  the  univerial  cnojiarGh  himfelf):  t>(?C'^c  ^^^4 
endeavoured  to  put  the  ioy^lifisttatih^me — cxpoib* 
their  obedience  to  contecnpt— r^nd  ^rofccure  theni 
for  their  clofe  attachment  to  the  crown  and  dignitx 
of  their  rightful  fovertigtl.  His  »reafon  conlifted 
in  fpeaking  evil  of  the  king  $  yea,  be  bad  even  gpuc 
fo  far  in  his  defperate  rebellionj  ^  to  give  him  tbf 
fie  to  his  face— :/^  be  thai  heUtvemrt  bos  madekfm 
aUsar.  I  John  V,  ro,.:-  i 

When   the  poor  f^rifoner  lookfd'up  and  faif 
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bfe  accuier  before-  him  juft  utKicr  the  jodg- 
mcnt-ieatj  and  Jufticc  with  his  drawn  fword  clofe 
by  him  ;^  Satan  (landing  at  his  right  hand,  and 
Death  achis  left,  his  J^it  vfrniU  have  failed /rem 
i^e  bis  judge  J  and  tbt  Joul  that  Gad  bad  made^ 
ifaiah  Ivii.  1 63  had  he  not  been  upheld  by  a  divine 
})Qweri  for  he  knew  that  as  ibon  as  Mofes  had 
fimOied  \m  accufation,  the  fehtence  muft'be  pafifcd ; 
Jtiflicc  Would  order  the  executioner  to  cut  him 
down,  and  deliver  the  rebel  to  the  tormentor,  and 
then  wo  to  him  -ftyr  ever.  What  to  do  he  knew 
not ;  plead  innocent  he  dared  not ;  he  was  drove 
to  his  wit's  end  i  his  ^air  ftood  ere6t  upon  his  head, 
and  his  heart  was  To  pregnant  with  grief  and  honos, 
that  he  feared  it  would  burft  in  his  body.  The 
burden  of  his  fin,  and  the  fear  f)f  deadi,  overwhelm* 
ed  him ;  for  he  knew  that  in  the'  fight  of  his  jfudg^ 
ho'flejh  living  cculd  ever  hejuftified.  —       . 

Mofes  began  his  accufation  thus :  Thou  haft  beeo 
a  ftubborn  ftHF-necked  rebel  ever  fince  I  knew 
thee* '  I  had  fet  befene  thee  life  and  deatb^  and  told 
thee  to  choofe  life  that  it  might  be  well  wkh  dice, 
ind  that  thou  m^ghteft  prolong  thy  days ;  but  thou 
Kaft  been  one  void  of  counfel^  a  perverfe  one,  in 
whom  is  no  faith.  I  told  thee  that  thoy  (houldeft 
find  no  reft  for  the  fplcs  of  thy  fcct^-that  thy  life 
ihculd  hang  in  doubt  before  theer— and  that  chow 
ihouldeft  have  no  afliirance  of  thy  life ;  that  th$; 
heavens  ihould  be  iron  over  thy  head,  and  the  eaftb 
|)rafaf  beneath'  thy  feetj  and  that  jn.tfae  morning 
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tl^Hi  ihouldeft'fay.  Would  God  k  were  ntg|ht  i  and 
at  night.  Would  God  it  were  morning  :-^all  thdc 
thii^  thou  koo^ft  fiind  On  record  in  my  law. 
But  thou  ]iaft  cad  all  mjr  words  bdiind  thy  back, 
therefore  thou. roxift  now expedl  the  confequences — 
Curjcd  be  be  that  cotifirmeth  not  all  the  words  oftbis\ 
law  to.  do  tbem.  Deut.  xxvii.  26«  Doft  thou  think 
that  the  law  fliall  be  made  roid  (or  thee  ?  Shall  an 
cjCernal  a£):  be  repe^ed  to  Icreen  a  rebel  ?  Shall  a  di- 
vine fentence  be  revoked  ?  Shall  divipe  truth  ftandi 
iff  der^on^  or  be  ezpofed  to  fcofta  and  contempi^ 
or  charged  with  faliehood  to  fave  an  enemy  ?  And 
iball  immutability  itfelf  appeat  to  change  and ' 
waver,  that  a  traitor  may  ftand  in  judgment  ?  Nay, 
divine  veracity  hath  affirmed  that  it  is  eajter  for 
heaven  and  earth  to  pafs  awayy  than  for  one  tittle'^ 
tife  law  to  fail,  Lukexvi.  17.      . 

Now  Jpllice  began  to  vindicate  truth  and  law«- 
I  have  faid,  that  the  foul  that  Jtnefb  fiall  die.  Exod. 
xyiii«  4.  My  fwordjball  be  bathed  in  heaven^  and 
cofne  down  on  Idumea,  the  people  of  my  curfe^  fojudg^ 
mnt.  Ifa,  xxxiv«  5.  Cut  him  qfunder,  andappoim 
him  his  portion  with  hypocrites.  Matt.  yxiv*.  5 1.  Cui 
it  down  [I  fay],  why  fumheretb  it  the  ground?  Luke 
xiii.  7*  I*)ow  his  right  hand  accufer  laid  about  him, 
as  if  he  had  almoft  Jw^llo^fped  him  up  alive  as  the 
grave,  and  whole  as  they  that  go  if  own  to  the  pit, 
Prov.  i.  I2»  To  be  (bort,  the  F^?^  prifoncr  could^ 
notvperfuade  bimfelf  but  that  the  executipn  was 
6  adtnally 
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■feiaHy  begun,  and  that  he  was  really  finking  Into 

jibimaaz.  I  never  heard  of  fo  dreadful  a  trial 
in  my  life  before ,  do  relate  his  dcHvcnmce,— fer 
reaUy  I  feel  as  if  I  was  under  the  fentence  myfelf. 
I  cannot  help  weephig  over  himj  I  find  myrery 

Jful  drawn  out  in  love  and  pity  toward  him.  I  hare 
fuch  a  love  to  him,  and  fuch  a  fcnfe  of  his  fofFerings, 
dat  I  could  give  aUthatlhave  in  die  world  to 
nave  a  fight  of  him. 

CKfln.  While  Mofes  was  thus  accufing,  Jufticc 
«u*atening,  and  Prodigalis  finking  as  he  drought 
into  the  bdly  of  hell,  he  lifted  up  his  right  hand 
and  gave  fuch  a  finite  «pon  his  brcaft  as  if  he  would 
have  beaten  die  breadi  out  of  his  bodv,  and  cried 
ou^  Ged  be  miraful  u  me  •fimur.  This  was  done 
with  fuch  fervour,  and  with  fuch  a  ftrong  voice, 
that  It  filenced  evety  one  in  the  court,  except  die 
devil,  whofe  curfed  breadi  is  never  fpent.  As  for 
Mofes,  he  had  no  more  to  fayj  for  he  knew  diat 
God  would  ie  gracious  to  whom  be  would  h  gracious, 
and  that  be  would fiew  mercy  to  whom  be  would  fiew 
nercy..  Exod.  xxxiii.  19. 

Mofes  never  accufes  any  man  diat  pleads  or  calls 
for  mercy,  nor  did  Jufticc  proceed  againft  this  pe- 
tiuon  of  Prodigalis  j  for  juftice  is  in  perfeft  hai% 
mony  with  mercy  j  tbty  bave  met  togetber  and  kiffed 
each  etber  kng  ago.  Pfal.  Ixxxv.  ,0.  Nor  is  Juf- 
tice againft  the  poor  finncr  that  pleads  for  mercy  in 
rocfcy-s  channel  i  fer  from  it  j  for  he  fays  to  fuch. 

Jam 
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lam  faithful  andjuft  to  forgive  fins^  mtdu  tUwJt 
from  all  unrigbteoujnefs.  i  John  i.  ^ 
'  Mofes  infifted  on  perfect  obedfOfice,  and  bo  ac^ 
cufed  for  difobodien^c.  John  tr.  45*  Jpfticp  called 
for  death  on  the  tranlgi;efibri  and  Deadi  ftood  j*eadjr 
to  execute,  the  fcotence^  and  Satan  to  torment  tbo 
e^ecjuted.        .       . 

The  prifoner  having  recovered  ^himfelf  a  fitjk, 

repea^d  his  o)d  petition  (being  d6termined  to  dif-« 

dharge  the  arrow  chat  would  fly),  God  be  mtrciftd  M 

me  ajinner.    As  fbon  aa  he  had  ended  this  laniexl^ 

table  cry,  there  rame  a  pecfon  ta  him  of  Singular 

beauty  I  ^/n^r  [by  fiir]  than  any  of  the  children  ofmeni 

Pialm  xlv.  a^and  iaid,  Where  M'eahtfi  thine  a^tufon  t 

Hath  no  man  condemned  thee  ?  John  vtiL  10.     Tbd 

priibner  could  not  ipeak)  for  his  words  were  JwaU 

kwed  uf.  Job  vi.  3.     He  ftill  ftuck  to  his  text,  and 

^  third  time  repeated  the  old  cry,  if  pofiiblc  k)iider 

than  ever,  God  be  merciful  to  me  ajinnert  The  glon 

rioufi  perlbn  looked  very  hard,  both  at  Mofes  and  at 

Juftice.  And  he  an/wered  andfpake  to  thofe  that  [for 

they  ^\Vl\  flood  before  him,  faying,  [I]  Take  away  thi 

filthy  garments  from  him.  And  unto  him  [the  prifoner] 

hefaidy  I  have  caufed  thine  iniquity  to  f  of s from  thee^  and 

J  will  clothe  thee  with  change  of  raiment.  Zech.  iii.  4. 

And  true  enough  he  did ;  for  he  took  him  and  wa(h^ 

cd  him  in  the  midft  of  the  court,  faying.  For  I  will 

cleanfe  their  blood  that  I  have  not  cleanfed\  for  [I] 

the  Lbrd  dwell  in  Zion.  Joel  iii«  2U    And  to  the 

poor 
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poor  fool  be  faid.  If  I  wafi  thee  not  tbou  bafi  m 
fart  with  me.  JohnxiiLS. 

Juftice  feeing  thb^  fteppcd  up  and  ftood  clofe 
by  the  Mediator,  and  acquiefced  in  die  Saviour's 
vonderftd  aft  of  clenienqr>  fayii^^  /  am  faithful 
and  jujf  to  forgivt  thee  thy  fins^  and  ta  eleanfe  thee 
from  all  mrighteoufnefs.  i  John  i.  9.  But  Mofes 
fiill  kept  looking  about  for  ^.  covering  ;  for  Us  law 
lays.  And  it  fball  he  mtr  righteoufiiefs^  if  we  ohferpo 
to  do  all  thefe  commandments  before  the  Lord  oOP 
Cody  as  he  bath  commanded  us.  Deut^.vi.  35; 

Walkii^,  under  the  ceremonial  law^  was  not  fuf- 
fident  to  recommend  a  ibul  to  God;  a  perfeft 
obedience  to  the  nnoral  law  was  required.  Nor 
had  a  finner  any  call  for  a  ceremonial  cleanfii^ 
if  he  bad  never  tranigreifed  the  moral  precept. 
The  Saviour  obeyed  the  law  perfcftly^  and  there«^ 
fore,  wanted  no  fiicrifice  for  himfelf ;  he  ofl^d 
himfelf,  but  it  was  for  us^ 

The  Lord  Jefus  (eeing  Moles  fb  bent  upon  a 
righteoufnefs  to  juftify  the  (inner,  as  well  as  a  puri- 
fication, the  Mediator  anfwered  and  faid,  /  have 
magnified  the  law  and  made  it  honourahle.  Ifa.  xlii,. 
31.  My  obedience  is  fufficient  to  juftify  [him]  and 
many  £more].  Rom.  v.  j  9.  And  to  the  prifoner 
he  iaid.  Behold,  /  bring  near  my  righteoufnefs^  Ifa. 
xhri.  13,  and  /  will  clothe  thee  from  head  to  foot 
[with  it].  Ifa.  Ixi.  10.  hxA  when  Mofes  heard  that 
he  was  contents  Lev.  x«  3P« 

Then 
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Thei)  faid  die  Mediator^  Lef  iUm/tra^ 
Mf9H  bis  bead  r  Jo  tb^fjit  a  fair  mitn  npn  bis  bead^ 
and  chAtd  bim  wiib  g£^rmenis  i  and  tbe  angel  of  tbe  J 
Lordfi^  hy*  Zcch.  iij,  5. 

As  foonas  the  Mediator  had  walhed  him,  clothed 
him  with  his  robe,  and  fet  die  fair  mitre  upon  his. 
head,  then  he  took  the  poor  finner  by  the  neck^ 
and  heki  him  forth  before  the  devil.  And  ibe  Lord 
faid  unto  Safan$  Tbe  Lord  rekuke  fbee,  O  Satan  1 
even  tbe  Lord  tbat  batb  cbofen  Jerufalem  rebuke  tbee  t 
Is  not  tins  a  brand  plucked  mU  rf  tbe  fire  ?  Zech. 

iii,  2«  , 

As  foon  a»  the  devil  fayr  tbat^  he  vaniibed  like 
ligbtning  falling  from  beaven.  Luke  x.  1 8.  And 
theie  was  heard  a  fliout  and  a  loud  voice  even  from 
the  cdeftial  r^ions,  faying,  Now  is  come  falvation^ 
andjtrmgtb^  and  tbe  kingdom  of  our  God^  and  tbe 
power  of  bis  Cbriji ;  for  tbe  accu/er  of  our  brethren  is, 
eaft  downy  wbicb  accufed  tbem  before  our  God  daj^ 
and  nigbt  -,  and  [Prodigalis]  bos  overcome  bim  by  tbe, 
blood  of  tbe  Lamb.  Therefore  rejoice  ye  heavens^  and 
ye  tbat  dwell  in  tbem.  Rev.  xii.  lOj  ii>  12. 

jfbimaaz.  My  very  foul  is  fired  with  love  to  the 
dear  Redeemer  i  well  may  he  be  called  our  wifdom^ 
right eoufne/SyfanSificationy  and  redemption.  1  Con  u 
30.  My  foul  is  as  if  it  was  juft  delivered  ;  furely 
I  feel  the  bleffcd  effcfts  of  diat  poor  fmner'sjuftifi- 
cation.  O  what  a  friend  is  the  Saviour  to  the  poor ! 
Pray  go  on  with  the  account* 

Cujbi.  As  foon  as  the  Mediator  bad.waftiedy 

clothed, 
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dochc()^  dtid  crKmtKd  ths  [i^or  ptiS&n&,  aiki  had 
rebokcd' Satan  the  aetufer,  ht  d:en  appeared  at  the 
right  hand  of  t'rodigalisi  and  flood  as  an  adroeate, 
in  the  very  place  where  Satail  the  accufer  had  ftood. 
Thus  the  Advo^aie  difplaced  the  devil.  This 
made  the  prifdner  crjr  out,  /  willpraije  the  lAri 
witb  my  mmtb  ^  yio^  I  toill  frttife  km  among  the 
fiuUitudi. '  For  bejhallftand  M  the  right  hand  of  the 
pooTy  to  Javi  him  from  thofo  that  conittHn  hisfouL 
Fklm  cix.  30,31. 

Abimaaz.  Pray  msoz  fatd  the  great  and  terrible 
Name  to  this  ?  he  thatj^<ait^  out  of  the  thick  darknejs^ 
Deut.  V.  a2 1  you  knew  he  is  dr  con/umingfire?  Heb« 

xii.  19. 

Cu/hi.  Why,  die  Mediator  took  t^rodigalis  in 
his  right  hand,  and  led  him  up,  even  before  thaf 
;  great  and  terrible  Name,  as  you  call  it ;  he  led  him 
up  to  him  (I  fay),  in  his  crown  and  robe,  as  he 
was,  and  faid  to  his  Father,  Behold  me^  ^^/[dne  of} 
the  children  KOhich  thou  haft  given  me,  Heb.  ii.  1 3  $ 
and  that  great  and  terrible  name  appeared  one  of  the 
moft  compafTionate  and  tender  Fathers  that  ever 
mortal  heard  of  i  for  he  rofe  up  from  his  feat,  and 
ran  to  him^  and  fell  on  his  neck  and  kijfed  bim^  Luke 
XV.  10,  and  faid y  This  my  fon  was  dead  and  is  alive 
again i  be  ivas  loft  and  is  founds  ver.  24.  The  poor 
foul  cried  aloud,  feeing  himfclf  fo  unworthy  of 
adopting  grace,  and  faid.  Father^  I  have  finned 
againft  heaven,  and  in  thy  fight,  and  am  nor  worthy 
to  be  edled  thy  fon,  ver.  211  and  lift  up  his  voice 
I  and 
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and  #ept  doud  .  But  the  Fadier  wiped  hia  Uub^ 
bend  cheeks,  Taybg;  And  Gadjball  wipi  ^wajt  all 
iears  from  their  ges :  and  there  JbaU  be  no  morg 
deaths  neither Jfrrow  mr  erying.  ReVcXxi.  4.  Then 
(aid  the  Mediator  to  Prodigalis,  Be  n»i  tfraid^ 
Nfark  v.  aSy/ortbe  Father  him/elf  lovetb you,  iecasjfit 
you  have  loved  me.  John  xyi.  17* 

The  Father  feeitied  to  take  particular  notice  of. 

the  robe  that  the  Mediator  had  put  upon  poor  Pro^ 

digafis,  andJmelledthe/meU  of  bis  raiment^  andhleffsd 

bim^  andjmdi  See^  the'JmeU  ef  my/m  is  as  tbefmell 

of  dfi^ld  wbick  [I]  the  Lord  ban>e  Uejfed.    ThirefWi 

[I  war)  pve  thee  of  the  dew  of  heaven,  and  the  fat* 

nafs  of  the  earth,  and  plenty  of  corn  and  wine.     Let 

fmopie  ferve  thee,  and  [finful]  nations  bow  dewn  H 

thee:  be  lord  over  thy  ^Rdhly]  brethren,  and  let 

thy  mother^ s  [bafcrborn]  fons  bow  down  fo  thee^ 

curfed  be  every  one  that  curfeth  thee,  and  blejed  be  he 

that  blejfeth  thee.   Gen.  xxvii.  ay,  a8, 19- 

Mimaaz.  Why,  the  Father  feemed  as  loving 
xo  him  as  the  Mediator  himfelf,  who  was  flefli  of 
hisfiefb,  and  bone  of  his  bom.  £ph.  v.  30.  I  cannot 
think  how  the  poor  foul  could  bear  up  under  Ibch 
unparalleled  kindnefs  and  mercy •  Ailonifhing 
love  i  But  the  Son's  robe  is  pleafing  to  the  Father ; 
fer  he  has  ever  pronounced  a  blefling  on  thenn 
wkofe  iniquities  are  forgiven,  and  whojefin  is  covered 
With  .that  robe;  and  has  promifed  never  to  impute 
fin  to  fuch  again,  nor  charge  their  spirit  with  guile* 
Plain xxxii.  i,  2* 

Cufhi. 
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Ckfhu  Indeed  the  Father  leemed  as  fond  of 
Mtoming  him  as  the  Mediator  himielf s  for  he  did 
not  think  poor  Prodigalis  was  fine  enough.  There^  * 
fore  he  iaid,  Pui  a  ring  oh  bisfngery  and  fooes  on 
bis  feet  J  and  let  us  he  merry.  Luke  xv.  22,  2^«.  He 
ordered  likewiie  all  the  ho(b  of  heaven  to  acquiefce. 
in  this  his  fovereign  will  i  and  faid,  There  fiall  be 
jof  in  heaven  over  one  Jinner  that  repentetb^  more 
that  over  ninety  and  ninejuji  perfms  [now  in  glorjr}- 
that  need  na  repentance.  Luke  xv.  7.  Nor  was  the- 
Father  of  eternity  himfelf  fileiit  when  the  celeftial 
triumphs  began :  fo  far  from  it»  that  the  Alm^ty's 
voice  was  as  plainly  heard  in  the  anthem  as  die 
mufic  and  melody  of  all  the  reft*  And  indeed  it 
inuft  be  fo  to  fulfil  the  fcriptures^  which  cannot  be 
broken.  The  Lord  thy  God  in  the  midfi  of  thee  is 
mighty:  he  willfave;  he  will rejoiee  overihee^wiA 
Joy ;  he  will  refk  in  his  love ;  he  will  joy  over  thee  with 
fnging^  Zeph.  iii>  17. 

After  the  Father  had  kifled  him^  blefled  him, 
ordered  the  ring  on  his  finger,  and  the  ihoes  on  hitf 
feet,  and  had  joined  in  the  anthem  at  the  reception 
of  him,  becaufe  he  had  received  himjafe  and/osaidi 
the  Saviour  put  one  of  the  hands  of  Prodigalis  into 
the  hand  of  his  heavenly  Father,  and  held  the  other 
hand  faft  himfelf;  then  faid  the  bleifed  Saviour  to 
poor  Prodigalis,  None  fhall  pUtck  [thee]  out  of  my 
band  I  my  Father  is  greater  than  all^  and  none^is 
able  to  pluck  [thee]  out  of  my  Father* s  hands.  John 
X.  28,  2)i    The  Father  having  kifled  hini,  hd 

pointed 


> 
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pointed  him  to  his  beloved  Soft,  faying,  Go^  ki/s 

ibe  $on  5  ifUJid  are  all  fb^  that  put  their  trujt  in 

him.  Pfaimii.  la.     And  to  his  own  Son  h^  faid; 

It  is  my  wiU  that  not  one  of  theje  [poor]  Httle  mes 

Jhculd  perijb^  Matt,  xviii.  14,  but  that  thou  -raijk 

tbem  up  at  the  laft  day.  John  vi*  39.     Thus  poor 

Prodiga'.is,  the  felf- condemned  (inner,  wasjuftiHeds 

and  he  that  was  far  ojf  by  wicked  worksy  was  made 

nigb  by  the  blood  of  Cbrift.     And  the  enemy  was 

reconciled  to  God  by  the  death  of  his  dear  Son. 

.  '  Abimaax.  You  have  given  me  a  fwect  account 

ef  the  arraignment  and  juftification  of  that  poor 

finners   of  bis  glorious   deliverance;  and  of  the 

rebuke  that  Satan  met  with.     But  Deft fud ion,  the? 

execurioner,  that  ftood  at  his  left  hand,  you  {^j 

nothing  about  5  pray  what  became  of  him  ?  ior  of 

all  the  enemies  that  poor  fallen  mortals  are  expofed 

to,  he  is  none  of  the  leaft ;  indeed  he  is  one  of  the 

moft  formidable ;  for  if  he  receives  a  commiffion 

to  execute  his  office  on  the  fclf-condemned  crimi-^ 

naJ,  he  is  gone  for  ever ;  he  has  no  more  part  in 

any  good  thing  that  is  done  under  the  fun.     The 

fiital  die  is  caft,  and  the  departed  foul  is  expofed  to 

every  (haft  that  flies  beyond  the  tomb.  -  Bleflfed  is 

diat  man  that  is  delivered  from  tbe  arrow  that  flietb 

by  day ;  bejball  not  be  afraid  of  the  terrors  of  £end- 

kfs]  night  \  being  cleanfcd  from  the  fpiritual  pefti^ 

lence  that  xvalketh  in  darknefs  ;  he  is  alfo  delivered 

from  the  dejir union  that  wafietb  at  [the]  noon  [of 

gofpcl]  day^  Pfaimxci.  5v6, 

L  CuJhU 
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Cufbu  Why,  the  Mediator  laid  to  Deftruaidilr 

I  came  to  deliver  them  who  through  thefaar  of  death 

Vfere  alt  their  lifetime  JuijeS  to  bondage^  Heb.  ii.  151 

and  as  foon  as  he  had  faid  this,  Prodigalis  ^^&  not 

in  the  lead  afraid  of  him,  but  rather  wilhed  him  to 

do  his  ofSce,  being  perfuaded  that  all  things  were 

hisy  whether  life  or  death,  i  Cor.  iii.  22.    For  ta 

the  fting  of  death  was  gone  out  of  his  confcience^ 

he  was  not  afraid  of  a  phantom;  for  death  is  no 

more  without  bis  'fting  than  a  ferpent  is  without 

his  tooth.    It  is  guilt  that  makes  death  formidable; 

without  thi^  he  is  a  mere  Ibadow  without  a  Tub-* 

ftance.    Pfalm  xxiii.  4.     Indeed  popr  Prodigalis 

triumphed  over  him,  faying,  O  deaths  where  is  tfy 

fting !  O  grave,  where  is  thy  viSory  !  The  fting  of 

death  is  fin,  and  theftrengtb  of  Jin  is  tht  law  i  bu$ 

thanks  he  to  God  which  givetb  us  the  vi8ory  through 

our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,   i  Cor.  xv.  55,  56.     This  i> 

no  more  than  the  fulfilment  of  a  glorious  promife 

made  by  the  dear  Redeemer.    /  will  ran/om  them 

from  the  power  of  the  grave }  /  will  redeem  them 

from  death.  O  deaths  I  will  be  thy.  plague  !  O  grave^ 

I  will  be  thy  deftruSion  I  repentance  fhall  be  hid  from 

mine  eyes.  Hofeaxiii.  14. 

Ahimaaz.  1  am  wonderfully  inllru£l:ed ;  my  very 
bowels  yearn  over  the  Father  of  all  mercies,  and  the 
God  of  all  comfort,  for  difcoveting  fuch  bowels  of 
mercy  to  poor  returning  fmners,  who  have  wantonly 
abufed  his  name,  and  ignorantly  rebelled  againft 
the  only  friend  they  have  in  heaven  or  earth.  Belides, 

my 
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tny  brother,  we  know  God  is  (cdf-campleie;-^4ia^ 
P7,  and  ectrnally  happy  in  his  own .  perfedion?. 
Our  praifes  or  our  prefence  in  heaven  can  never  add 
to  divine  felicity  i  not  can  all  the  horrors  of  the 
daxnned  difcompofe  the  Moft  High>  difquiet  his 
bappinefi^  or  in  the  leafl:  diminiAi  his  pleafure. 

Thb  being  die  real  cafe,  God*s  endearing  cha- 
n&rs^  and  unexpeded  condefeenfion,  when  dif- 
played^  is  the  moft  afieding  fcene  that  can  be 
exhibited  upon  a  human  (pint. 

Cu/bL  True,  my  brother  -,  and  if  poor  fouls  who 
are  broi^c  to  hope  in  the  Saviour^  did  but  confider 
the  Almighty  in  thole  itelative  ties,  and  covenant 
charaAefs,  that  (as  a  reconciled  God  and  Father) 
he  ftands  in  to  thems  there  would  not  be  that  fer-* 
vile  diipblidoni  that  (laviih  fear  that  is  in  too  many 
of  them ;  nor  that  mercenary  fervice  that  is  peiv 
formed  by  them,  which  is  not  at  all  to  the.  honour 
of  their  benign  Parent,  nor  to  the  honour  or  hap- 
pinels  of  themfelves  $  who  are  called  a  free  and 
royal  hoofehold ;  and  their  dignity^  their  liberty^ 
their  muntcnance,  their  crown  roya]>  and  their 
enjoyment  of  it,  is  eternally  fecured^  and  that  by 
their  own  Father ;  whofe  wifilom  none  can  bafHc:» 
whofe  fchemes  none  can  fruftrate^  whofe  pronlife  carl 
never  fail,  and  whofe  power  cannot  be  refifted. 

AUmaaz,  Very  true;  but  the  Almighty  does 
hoc  g^ve  to  all  his  children  (b  confpicuous  a  deli^ 
Verance  as  he  did  to  Prodigalis :  nor  do  I  believe 
that  all  are  juftiBed  in  fuch  a  manner.     I  believe 

t.  a  myfelf 


(     148     ) 

ttiyfclf '^'S^'jyftjfi^l  by  faith  in  the  Saviour  5  -but 
I  ^as  not^  tried  like  him,  not  delivered. with  all 
thut^ejiplicit  fottn  that  you  have  defcribed- ' ;  - 
•  Cb/jf.  But  you  was  3  and  I  will*  be  bold  tb.  fay, 
that  if  you  was  to  go  to  the  weakeft  babe  in  faiths 
and  afk  him,  If  he  was  not  awed  by  the  fear  of 
death  before  hopefprung  up  in  his  breaft  j  he  would 
tell  you,  Ye^.  Aflc'him,  If  evil  thou^ts  were  not 
fuggefted  t6  his  mind ;  and  he  would  tell  you.  They 
were: — here  is  Satan  the  accuftrr,  and  Deat'h  the 
*executiohcr.  A(k  him,  forther.  If  the  Corruptions 
^f  hfs  heart  and  his  evil  tempers  were  not  difcover- 
ed^and  ftirrcd  up  more  than  ufual  .•-r-here  is  the  eye 
^of  God  i*^Whalfoe%er  tnak&th  maniftfi  is  light.  Eph. 
-T.  13.  •  Aik  him,  If  the  law  of  God,  when  he  read  it, 
and Jubown eonfcien.ce,when  he^xamined it, did  not 
accufe  him  :-r^if  lb,  there-  is  the  clerk  of  the  peace, 
the:  clerk:  of  .the  crown>  .and  Mofes  the  accufer. 
And  I  will.be  bold  to  affirm  that  he  never  got  rid 
.of  onc^of  thfcfc.  accuferS  nor  accvfations  hut  by 
£iith  ih  the. name  of  Jcfus*.  Thcfe'are  theXenfible 
cfFeds  of  die  trial,  though  tiiey  nfiay  ♦not  be  «ble, 
for  the  want  of  light  and  judgment,  to  dtjfcribe  ic 

j^itna£z...  Indeed,  my"  friend,  I  can  go.-ftcp  by 
ftep 'With  Ttmr  account  of  the  fcnfations  of  Prodi- 
galls  ;  biit  to  fave  my  life  I  could  not  dcfcribc  my 
arraignment' nor  juftification  ia  the  manner  .that 
you  have.      .  ^         ?      *   .  ..»       .1        •  -,    -  - 

Ctijhil  I  Jcnow  that  tlie .poor  iinner  is  takcnto 
taflcjfor.  all  his  tranfgrcflronsiuthcy  occur  .to  bis 

.  »*  mind, 
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mind,  one  after  another,  as  he  is  able  to  ftand'thd 
indidlments  :  nor  are  the  thoughts  ..of.  his .  heart 
negk<9:e4.ip  the  divine  procefsibut  when  .God 
maketbmquifttion  for  bloody  be  rememhercth,  tbem^  b^ 
forgettetb  not  tbe  cry  of  the  bumbk.  JP'alm  ix.  ixl^  : 
.  And  if  any  thing  be .  not  brought  forth  at  the 
firil  ^arraignment,  the  poor  finner.^  .\^hen  he  has 

tranfgreiTed,  goes  to  th?  b^  ^&^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^jlfdged 
and  cbajlenid  of  tbe  Lord^  tbat  bs  may  not  be  condemned 
with  tbe  world,  i  Cor.  xi.  32.  How  often  t  is  a 
reaV.  believer  qted  to  the  bar,  or  obliged  to  cite 
himieifi^  for  an  evil  thought,  ox,  an,  hafty.  cxprefllon, 
becaufe  his  quickened  foul  is  fufceptible  of  remorie : 
when  the  impenitent  fipner  iha^hardj  feel  a  4^eck 
for, all  his  abominable  crimes;  becaufe  he  is  dead: 
^wf  ver,  the  fprajfr  has  ah  advocate,  but  the  latter 
knoYfs  of  non?. 

;4bimaaz.  I  find  tliati  I  agree,  with. you.  in  tbi 
feeling fcnfe  of  tl^e ppw^ri: though  I- h^^e, not, light 
enough  to  fee  eye  to  eye  i  but  the  kingdom  of  God 
is  Hot  in  word  biu  in  power.  I  am  ibrry-  thai  I  fo 
often  break  in  upon  your  converfation,  and  .efpe* 
cially  Jfr-Oi  CQntradi<^oiy  way  j  bjut  your  candour 
will  excufe  my  intr,uftont  I  am.  obliged,  when;  I 
b»FC  raifcd  all  n^y  ofejciaiojn,  to  go  with  the  force 
of  your  arguments;,  for  when  you  back  your 
afiertions  with  the.Vi^otd  of  God,  botli  my  con^ 
fcienc^  arid  experience. carries  me  intOiyouc  chamiei* 
I  would  wjfti^tohearhow  the  poor;foui  found  him- 
fclC  after  hisjuftification  by  faith,  and  reconciliation 
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with  God.    I  dare  fay  he  thought  that  heaven  itfelf 
was  come  down  into  his  heart. 

CuJhL  After  he  had  received  the  fentencc  of 
juftification,  and  the  benedidion  of  the  Father  and 
the  Son  (for  they  both  blefled  him),  he  was  led 
into  a  lonely  avenue,  and  had  a  true  and  humbling 
fight  of  the  crofs,  that  he  might  know  how  his 

juftification  was  procured  by  his  Surety ;  and  like- 
•  wife  he  was  left  to  contemplate  there  which  way  it 
was  diat  law  and  jufticc  got  fatisfaftion,  that  God 
might  appear  jttji  [to  his  law]  as  well  as  tbejujiifer 
of  [Prodigalis]  that  helieved  in  Jefus.  Rom,  iii.  26. 
The  poor  man  never  had  fo  humbling  a  vifxon  as 
this  before  1  his  foul  was  diflblved  at  the  fight  of 
the  crofs :  the  Angular  clemency  of  his  Lord,  ex- 
hibited in  the  myftcry  of  his  fufFerings,  overwhelmed 
him  with  humility ;  his  eyes  flowed  with  tears  of 
love ;  his  heart  difcharged  every  ftream  of  grati- 
tude ;  and  his  tongue  encompaflcd  his  Lord  with 
thoufands  of  blefllngs  and  praifes,  till  he  might 
truly  be  faid  to  inhabit  the  pr^ifes  of  [that  Ifraelite], 
Pfalm  xxii.  3. 

Jinmaaz.  I  blefs  God  I  know  by  happy  expe- 
rience what  the  feelings  of  poor  Prodigalis  were : 
i  have  had  a  fight  of  the  crofs  myfelf;  and  have 
felt  the  immortal  love  of  him  that  died  tbejufifor 
the  unjuft :  and  I  hope  that  the  blefled  imprefljon 
rhat  it  left  on  my  foul  will  never  be  defaced  by  the 
love  of  creatures.    Surely  the  imprcflion  was  di- 
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Tine;  nature  was  paffive  under  it,  and  happy  in  it ; 
nor  docs  the  foul  ever  defire  to  lofc  the  fcnfc  of  it. 
But  this  is  deenied  mere  foUy  and  enthufiidhi  by 
the  unenlightened  part  6f  mankind. 

Ctijbi.  It  is  fbck  enthufiafm  that  every  believer 
can  give  fbrae  reafonable  account  of,  agreeable  to 
divine  revelation :  whereas,  on  the  other  hand,  if 
the  greateft  man  of  letters— one  of  the  brighceft 
parts  and  greateft  iDgenoity  in  a  carnal  ftate — ^waa 
to  attempt  to  mkYiic  this  power,  an  infant  of  days 
in  grace  would  be  able  to  deteA  the  impoftor.  k 
k  one  of  the  fecrets  that  is  with  the  righteous;. 
and  all  other  fecrets  eflential  to  falyation  are  in- 
cluded in  it. 

This  I  have  often  d>ferve|i,  that  when  a  letter- 
learned  atheiil  has  taken  pen  in  hand  againft  a 
treadle  of  divinity,  he  has  a£tedjuftas  an  ignorant 
bully  would  do  with  a  reafonable  man,  difcbarged 
the  vulgar  fpleen  of  his  heart  at  the  book,  though 
never  able  4:o  overthrow  or  difprove  one  truth  con* 
tained  in  it,  with  either  {^vSe,  or  reafon  on  his  iidet 
ib  that  his  bolt  has  only  lerved  to  difcloie  the  re* 
beUioa  pf  his  hearty  and  betray  his  ignorance  of  his 
Maker. 

Abimaax.  If  God  hides  his  myfteries  from  the 
wife  and  prudent,  they  can  do  but  little  with.them. 
No  man  can  counterfeit  a  thing  that  he  has  no  idea 
of;  nor  can  he  difprove  what  he  doth  not  under- 
ftand.  If  the  MefTiah  hides  his  myfteries  from  a 
man,  he  has  no  knowledge  of  them ;  therefore  he 
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can  iiever  counterfeit  thetn,  nor  difprave  thcnu 
Such  a  mam  may  be .  counted  wife  while  be  keeps 
(ilence;  ^^i^  ^  /p^/^  when  be  boldelb  bis  peace,  is 
counted,  wijei  and  be  tbatJhutMh  his  lips  is  efieemed 
amafi  cf  underftanding.  Prov,  xvji.  a8.  iP^ifdom  is 
too  high  for  him^  Prov.  xxiv,  7  i  therefore  if  he 
mecldle  with  it,  he  layetb  dpen-  bis  foUy^  Prov* 
xiii.  16.  .       -       t 

But  do  give  me.a. further  account  of  Prodigalisi 
for  iris  the^power^f  religion  that  warnns  the  hear^ 
as  fpeakcth  the  .Pfala>ift,  1h^  fifjilLJpeak  »f  fkc 
glory  of  thy  kingdim^  and  talk  of  thy  power ;  to  maki 
known^ .  to  the  fons  of.  wen  hu  mighty  aSs^  ttnd  $b€i 
glorious  majefly  of  his  kingdom.  PJalm  cxlv.ii  i,  la* 

Cujhi.  After  ProdigaUs  had.  httn  indulged  with 
a  faving  view  of  the  crofs^  he  lived  fofnc  rinie  in 
that  open  vifion,  until  hi&  foul  was  lb  mtekened 
ind  humbled  under  that  afie&ing  iccoe  of  tragedy* 
diat  he  died  to  ^U..  earthly  corofotts  and  earthly 
things.  The  charms  of  his  wife* .  the  pkafure^  that 
he  had  taken  in  bis  children,  the  pleafures  of  ccrm-  ^ 
pany,  the  bleflings  of  health*  the  bkflings  of  fleep, 
and.  the  bleffings  of  food,  were,  all  infipid  and 
unfavoury  to  him.  Infinite  fuUnefs  had  entertained 
him  with  fuch  divine  fatis&dioo,  that  there  wasjio 
room  for  a  fecond  courfe  \  God  >as  all  in  all.  Aja4 
though  God  has  made  every  thing  beautiiul.inits 
ieaibn,  yet  there  was  but  one  objed  beaudful  aild 
ieafbnable  to  him. 

For  many  months  he  lived  in  this  open  viiaoru 
and  Ipent  his  time  in  the  pleafing  element  of  fiknt 
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iblitudc^  until  h&  pmed  afi^r  heaven,  as  t^e  infant 
juft  weaned  doch  after  its  mother's  breaft.  He 
was  like  the  Pfalmift j  Js  the  hart  panipb  after 

the  w^€r  brookijb  panted  bis  foul  after.  God.  Pfahn 
xUi.  I. 

-ulhiMaax.  This. is  the  ble&d  ftate  of  a  reftored 
ibul}  and  he  can  do  no  lets  than  love  God  with 
all  his  heart,  with  all  his.  foul,  w^th  all  his  nxind* 
and  with  all  his  ftrength.  The  man  fees  his  own 
falvation  To  precious^  and  himfelf  fuch  a  debtor 
to  grace^  that  the  united  efforts  of  every  mental 
power  are  not  fufficient  to  expreis  the  high  obli^ 
gation  that  fuch  are  under  to  Grody  n<^r-  the  love 
aiul  gratitude  that  is  due  to  him. 

Cufln.  Why,  you  talk  like  a  found  divine; 
tliat  is  a  moft  gracious  fpeech>  and  a  very  true 
one.  Howbeit^  after  Prodigalis  had  been  long 
indulged  with  this  vifion  of  the  crofs^  it  began  ia 
time  to  grow  dim  in  its  luflre,  and  to  get  more 
remote  from  view  \  and  i|:s  appearing  at  a  greater 
diftance,  caufed  the  fenfations  thereof  to  abate  in 
proportion :  but  the  Saviour  fent  him  another  Com- 
forter, who  gradually  opened  to  his  underftanding. 
the  facred  and  profound  myfleries  of  the  Holy 
Trinity  \  and  led  him  up  to  the  eternal  council  of 
Father,  Son,  and  Spirit,  in  the  economy  of  man's 
ialvadon.  Thefe  things  afforded  him  frelh  enter- 
tainoient:  and  no  wonder  $  for  fuch  aftonilfcing 
and  eftabljfliing  views  led  the  poor  foul  into  joys 
unutterable:  i^  tlut  he  rejoiced  as  much  i^  the 
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refurrcfKon  and  glorification  ofthe  Son  of  God,  as 
he  had  before  mourned  at  the  vifions  of  his  un«. 
paralle]ed  fufferings  and  death.  The  blefled  Spirit 
fliincd  like  the  fun  on  his  underilanding — revived 
his  drooping  heart — influenced  his  mind  with  life 
and  peace-*fet  his  afleftions  in  a  flame  for  God-^ 
and  informed  his  judgment  refpefting  thofe  things 
which  are  hid  fix>m  the  wife  and  prudent.  In 
ihort>  he  had  a  glimpfe  of  almoft  all  the  eflential 
myfterics.  Markiv*  ii.  This  kindled  a  becom- 
ing zeal  within  him,  and  made  his  heart  overflow 
with  Joy  unfpeakable  and  full  of  glory^  Thus  he 
was  KDafbid  in  the  regeneration^  and  renewed  hj  the 
Holy  Gbdfi^  which  was  Jbed  upon  him  abundantly 
through  Jefus  Chrijt  our  Saviour.  Tit.  iii.  6.  He 
was  a  new  creature  indeed ;  old  things  were  faffed 
away,  and  all  things  became  newy  a  Con  v.  17 ;  his 
flefh  feemed  frefber  than  a  chiWsy  and  he  returned  to 
the  days  of  his  youth.  Job  xxxii}.  25.  This  made 
him  defirc  no  longer  to  appear  as  a  candle  under  a 
lufheU  or  under  a  bedy  but  he  wifhed  to  appear  on  a 
candlejlicky  that  others  might  fee  the  light.  Matt, 
v.  15. 

He  began  to  fpeak  cheerfully  of  divine  things 
to  his  wife,  family,  and  friends — the  law  of  kind- 
nefs  was  under  his  tongue;  his  convcrfation  was 
favcury  and  powerful,  and  his  zeal  and  knowledge 
was  accompanied  with  a  public  fpirit.  He  be- 
came a  lively  companion  to  thofe  who  had  any 
reverence  of  their  Maker — a  warm  reprover  of 
^  the 
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the  wicked — an  informer  of  the  mifled — a  keen 
dete^r  of  errors — a  found  fcriptprian — a  fon  of 
confolation  to  a  wounded  fpirkt  and  ^  conrpiaious 
prevailer  with  God  in  prayer.  The  order  of  his 
fanoiJf  vifibly  refleded  the  religion  of  his  |ieart; 
he  endeavoured  to  trsun  his  children  up  to  ufeful 
learning ;  to  make  them  dexterous  at  their  pen- 
good  accomptants — good  grammarians— excellent 
readers — good  geographers,  &c,  &c.  and  to  inform 
their  judgment  in  thefe  things,  as  well  as  to  Joad 
their  minds  with  great  fwelling  words  of  vanity; 
Thefc  things,  when  accompanied  with  a  becoming 
prudenjre,  and  good  fenfc,  majte  perfons  Ihine  like 
ftars  in  their  own  native  country. 

Prodigalis  never  fufFcred  his  daughters  to  learn 
to  dance,  to  fwell  their  breafts,  or  to  ftrctch  their 
necks  with  the  curfed  air  of  wantonnefs.  He  knew 
by  woful  experience  the  craft  of  the  devil,  and 
that  he  would  ufe  every  effort  to  get  at  their  hearts 
and  deftroy  their  fouls,  without  his  giving  him  a 
clue.  Nor  did  his  wife  gad  about  with  a  drels 
upward  nun  and  downward  woman,  as  if  they  were 
a  kind  of  mermaids, — with  a  man's  hat  and  wig  and 
a  woman*s  apron  and  a  petticoab — a  drcfs  becoming 
none  but  hermaphrodites.  How  odious  does  it  look 
to  fee  men  imitate  women,  with  a  back  to  their 
coat  after  the  fafhion  of  French  ftays,  and  bows  of 
ribbon  to  their  ftioes,  Jikc  miiies  in  their  teens  % 
while  the  women  wear  not  only  the  bcjtvcr  and  the 
ivig,  but  the  coat  and  waiftccat  alfo : — The  'xoman 
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Jball  not  wear  that '  ^bich  pertainetb  untc  a  man, 
neither  Jhall  a  man  put  on  a  woman's  garment  j  for 
all  that  do  Jo  are  ahoniinqtion  unto  the  Lord  thy  Godi 
Deut.xxii.  c-     God  has -excluded  the  cottifli  man 

m 

from  his  kingdom — Know  ye  not  that-tbe  unrigh* 
teous  Jhall  not  inherit  the  kingdom  ofGod^  neither  for^ 
nicators^  nor  idolaters^  nor  adulterers,  nor  effinninate. 
1  Cor,  vi.  9^ 

I  ufcd  to  wonder  what  could  be  the  rcafon  of 
fo  many  divorces  and  elopertients  among  our  mar^ 
Ficd  nobility ;  but  it  is  not  to  be  fo  much  wondered 
at,  when  we  fee  fo  many  aft  like  the  king  of 
Babylon — drefs  die  wife  up  for  a  {how,  and  caU 
for  others  to  admire  her,  until  her  heart  is  im- 
prifoned  to  one  of  her  admirers;  then  flie  qtiits 

-her  huiband,  and  fets  her  favourite  to  law  with  the 
injaired  man  for  a  feparate  maintenance  $  and  if  ihe 
carries  the  fuit,  which  is  often  th^  cafe,  then«  (he 
keeps  her  humble  fervant  at  the  esfpence  of  her 
injured  huflpand.  One  would  think  thefe  were  all 
Nicolaitains,  and  that  they  were  determined  to  have 
all  things  common*  However^  God  will  certainly 
vifu  for  thefe  things ^  and  his  fouLwilt  be  avenged  on 

fuch  a  naiion  as  this.  Jcr.  v.  9*        .  ... 

Prodigalis  adbed  not  fo ;  he  endeavoured  to  lead 
his  family  in  that  way  where  he  was>  the  moft  likely 
to  meet  with  the  blefTing  of  his  God«  He  uled  the 
means  appointed,  did  his  duty,  in  his  (lation^  and 
left  the  event  to  his  God) — nor  did  his  family  like 
him  the  worfc  for  it;  -for  they  faw  the  hand  of 

God 
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God  fo  vifibly  with  him>  that  they  feared  him  as  his 
fervant,  and  revered  him  as  a  tender  and. gracious 
father.  ••        .  r 

Ahimnaz.    ' The  man  that  puts  his  truft  in  God, 
will  furely  be  defended  and  honoured  by  him  ^  for 
'he  is  a  wall  of  fire  round  about  ;them  that  fear 
him,  and  they  will  furely  burn  thcmfehres  that 
attempt  to  oppofc  him ;  and,  as  you  juftly  obferve, 
God  will  avenge  the  violation  of  his  laws ; — ma- 
trinrony  is  God's  kiftitution,  himfelf  is  concerned 
in   it,  and  he  will  punifli  the  violator^  of  it,  as 
contemniers  of  him.     But .  do  proceed  with  your 
account  of  Prodigalts ; — as  for  the  bafe  proceed- 
ings of  the  ungodly,  they  can  afford  us  no  enter- 
tainment, unlels  it  be  to  fet  us  to  wondering  at  th^ 
difcriminating  grace  of  God,  that  has  cauied  us  to 
differ.     I  fuppofe  that  you  look  upon  the  glorious 
renewing  of  the  poor  prodigal  to  be  his  new  birth, 

do  you  not  ? 

Cujhi.  Certainly  I  do»  ■  Afcer  Prodigalis  believed^ 
be  was  fealed  with  that  holy  fpirit  offromife^  which 
is  the  tam^  af  our  inheritance.  E^h.  i.  13.  And 
born  of  God  he  certainly  was,  fol-  every  faculty 
of  his  foul  yi2cs.renewed  by  the  Holy  Qhojty  Tit.  iii.  5 ; 
and  that:  which  is  bojyicf  the  Spirit  is  fpirit ,  z%that 
which  iS'bcm  of  the  flefb  h'fiejh.  J<ohn.ui..6,  •  He 
was  enptbled  to.  believe  in  the  Saviour  to  the.  filia- 
tion bfrhcB.^foul ;  ahd  he  is  a  child  cf  Gad. by:. his 
faiHf.  Gal.iiu  26.  His  father  received  him'  gra- 
cioMfly,  and  blcflod:him,  v/hich  is  a  fufficicnt. proof 
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of  his  being  fredijlinatid  to  the  adoptm  of/cmi. 
Eph.  i.  5-  Befidcs,  God  the  Father  called  him  his 
fon  when  he  faid.  This  my/on  was  dead  and  is  alinie 
Ugain^  he  was  loft  and  is  found  j  arid,  bccaufe  he  is 
a  ion,  God  bas/ent  forth  thejpirit  of  his  Son  into  bis 
hearty  crying^  Abbay  father  j  wherefort  be  is  no  more 
£  Jervant^  hut  a  fon  %  and  if  dfon^  then  an  heir;  an 
heir  of  God  through  Cbrift.  Gal-  iv.  6,  7. 

Abimaaz*  Pray,  my  brother,  Ihcw  iric  foriic 
fcriptural  criterions  of  a  child  of  God  *  and  as  you 
fay  a  fon  is  an  heir  of  God  and  a  joint  heir  with 
Chriftj  do  explain  them  to  me,  for  I  have  had  many 
doubts,  fears,  and  temptations  about  my  intereft 
in  thcfc  things  i  though  I  believe,  by  the  acccfs 
that  I  find  to  God  in  prayer,  and  by  the  fami- 
liarity that  I  am  indulged  with,  that  the  whole  of 
them  are  in  my  hcarti. 

Cujhi.  If  I  can  be  of  any  ufc  to  dflablifh  and 
fettle  thy  judgment,  I  fhall  be  very  willing  to  ferve 
thee,  according  to  my  abilities ;  for  I  know  that 
a  gifted  man  is  as  much  accountable  to  God  for 
the  hufbandry  of  his  gift,  as  the  wealthy  man  is  for 
the  hufbandry  of  his  wealth ;  both  are  ftewards,  and 
both  arc  accountable  to  their  mafler ;  for  God  is 
the  God  of  providence  as  well  as  of  grace  j  and  the 
father  of  creation,  as  well  as  of  regeneration. 

When  God  brings  a  poor  penitent  fiilner  into  Kii 

family,  he  makes  him  fenfibly  feel  a  reconciliation 

take  place  between  God  and  him.     His  confcience^ 

which  before  was  the  feat  of  flrifc,  becomes  the 
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pridcipdit^  of  *^vine  peai^«     AU  che  deft  A« 

ppc-ordained  to  this  fnue  and  reamdlUHm^  liiu 

xxvK  12 ;  hence  they  are  called  (bns  of  peace,  even 

before  peace  be  reirealed  co  them,     btto  wbaifoevar 

boMtfe  yi  enl^r^fift /tfft  Peace  be  to  ibis  boMfei  and  if 

tbefm  pff^ace  be  there^jtmr  ftaiefbdU  reft  upm  ii\ 

if,  n$t^  it  fifall  return  to  you  again.  Luke  x.  5, 64 

Secondly,  fuch  are  enabled  to  call  God  father,  widi 

the  teftimony  of  the  word,  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and 

conldence  on  their  {idc^^Tbou  Jbalt  tall  uU  wy 

faiber^  and  fimlinot  turn  uvHPffnm  me.  Jcr.  iiL  19. 

This  they  are  enabled  to  do  by  the  Spirit — becmuje 

ye  are  fons^  God  baib  fent  forth  theffirit  of  his  Son 

inio  your  bearis^  crying^  Abba^  father  i  whertfore 

ibou  art  no  more  a  fervant^  but  a  fm.    The  poor 

prodigal  claimed  this  privilege  in  the  &r  country — 

IwM  arife  and  go  to  mf  father  ^  and  God  owns 

lAixv—tbis  is  myfon.    Thirdlyi  their  ibnlhip  is  often 

made  plain,  and  cleared  up  to  them,  by  (harp 

trials  and  confpicuous  deliverances,  by  fevere  chaf^ 

tilements  and  ftrong  conlblations.     Myfon^  defpije 

not  thou  the  ebaftening  of  the  Lord^  nor  faint  when 

thou  art  rebuked  ^  him  ifur  whom  the  Lord  kvetb 

be  rebukes  and  cbqfienSj  andfcourgeth  every  fon  whom 

he  receiveth  i  if  ye  are  without  cbaftifements^  of  which 

all  are  partakers^  then  are  ye  baft  or ds  and  not  Jons  i 

for  wbatfon  is  he  whom  the  father  chaftenesh  not. 

Fourthly,  their  fonifaip  is  made  plain  to  them 
by  the  love  of  God  that  is  (bed  abroad  in  their 
hearts  i  which  encourages  them  to  a  holy  fr codom 

with 


-(    160    ) 

with  God — finding  at  times  their  <loubls  and  €taH 
removed;  infomuch  thao their &ith  Teems  fettled^ 
A  fenfe  of  love  cafts  out  ferviie  fear,  and  gives  a 
man  a  hbly  b<>ldne&  at  a  tl^rone  of  grace ;  ^d  faith 
works  powerfully  by  Jove>  for  he  that  hvetb  is  bem 
9fGcd,  and  knowetb  God.  i  John  iv.  7.  Thus  he 
may  prove  his  fpiritual  birth,  and  his  faving  know^ 
ledge  of  God,  by  the  love  that  he  feels  to  him ; 
and  though  at  times  the  young  Chriftian  may  find 
the  love  of  God  greatly  abate,  according  to  his 
feelings,  fo  that  he  cannot  rejoice  asufuaJ,  ytt  even 
then  it  may  be  perceived  $  becaufe  nothing  In  this 
world  will  repair  the  lois  to  htm,  nothing  will  fill 
the  vacancy ;  his.  heart  is  (till  breathing  after  God  i 
and  truth  hath  faid,  that  where  bis  bean  is  there  is 
bis  treajure.  Matt.  vi.  21. 

Fifthly,  he  finds  a  real  love  to  God*s  family  more 
than  to  all  earthly  friehds  and  relatives,  however 
near  by  blood.  A  divine  tic  is  by  far  flrongjer  than 
all  the  ties  of  nature  j  and  when  this  is  the  cafe 
with  a  poor  foul,  it  is  a  plain  proof  that  his  carnal 
enmity  is  Qain,  and  that  reconciliation  has  taken 
place  by  the  Spirit.  John  brings  it  in  as  a  proof 
of  divine  life — We  know  that  we  are  faffed  from 
death  unto  life^  becauje  we  love  the  brethren,  i  John 
iii.  14.  • 

'  Sixthly,  his  fonfhip  appears  by  the  reverence  and 
refpeft  that  he  has' for  the  word  and  worfhip  of 
God.  God 's  hoofe  is  his  Bethel  t  the  promifes  are 
fweectahimj  fclefTcd  eritertalnmentand-fwect  fatif- 
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tBL&iotiy  he  often  finds  in  thetti  ;~^nd  as  he  findd 
life  and  comfort  in  die  word,  he  may  fay,  with  the 
Pfalmift,  This  is  my  comfort  in  my  affliSiony  for  thy 
word  batb  quickened  me.  Pialm  cxix.  50.  It  is  com* 
mon  for  an  heir  to  love  his  inheritaiice ;  and  fo  does 
the  believer,  who  is  an  heir  of  proniife.  Heb.  vi.  17. 

Seventhly,  if  any  part  of  God's  word  goes  againft 

the  weak  believer,  fo  that  it  difcovers  his  fins,  and 

^^ounds  him  in  the  tendered  part>  yet  he  will  not 

flee  from  it ;  he  comes  to  the  gla(s  that  difcovers 

his  deformi^,  and  feeks  the  very  fword  that  wounds 

him  I  while  the  falfe  heart  (huns  the  rays  of  truth, 

and  Ikulks  into  the  gloomy  (hades  of  darknefs,  as 

bed  fuiting  his  complexion ;  they  bate  the  iigbt,  nor 

wll  they  come  to  ity  left  their  deeds  fhouU  be  reproved^ 

But  he  that  doetb  the  truth  cometb  to  the  lights  that 

bis  deeds  might  be  made  manifeft  that  they  are  wrought 

in  God.  John  iii;  ai;     This  proves  the  believer  to 

be  a  child  of  light,  becauie  he  loves  it^  conies  to 

it,  and  feeks  diredion  from  it.    fFhiU  ye  have  the 

light  believe  in  the  lights  that  ye  may  be  the  children 

^f  lights  John  xii.  2^  ;  and  as  they  are  children  of 

light,  fo  they  are  heirs  j — heirs  of  God  (who  is  light), 

and  joint  heirs  with  Jefus  Chrift  (the  true  light)^ 

Rom.  viii.  1 7. 

Ahimaaz.  Blcfled  be  God,  I  have  felt  rndre  or 
Ids  the  operation  of  all  your  fcriptural  criterions ; 
and  I  fee  my  fonfliip  as  clear  as  the  noon-day.  But 
do  give  me  a  little  account  of  the  believer's  inhe- 
ritance I  for  I  am  determined  to  keep  your  heart 
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fpringingj  and  your  tongue  going,  if  aflcing  qucftioriisf 
will  do  It.  But,  before  you  begin  to  defcribe  the 
believer^s  inheritance,  be  fo  kind  as  to  fhew  md 
whether  a  foul  thus  juftified,  and  adopted  into  the 
fannily  of  God,  be  for  ever  delivered  from  con- 
demnation : — Have  patience  with  me,  my  brother^ 
for  poffibly  I  never  may  be  favoured  with  fuch  an* 
opportunity  agwi. 

Cujbi.    As  ibon   as  Prodigalis   Was    cleanfedy 
enrobed,  and  crowned,  yoti  know  that  both  law 
and  juftice  were  on  his  fide.     The  holy  law,  zni 
fin-avenging  juftice,  are  thofe  that  the    guilty 
finner  is  afraid  of.    As  for  Mofes,  he  was  con«-' 
tent  as  loon  as  the  Saviour  put  the  robe  on  him  r 
and  he  muft  be  fo,  or  elfe  contradifk  his  own 
law: — Therefore  by  the  deeds  of  the  law  there fl>aU 
no  ftefi  living  hejuftified  in  God's  fight ;  for  hy  the 
law  is  the  knowledge  of  fin.     But  now  the  righteou^ 
nefs  of  God  without  the  law  is  manifeftedi  being  wit-- 
nejfed  by  the  law  and  the  prophets  y  oven  the  righte^ 
4>ufnefs  of  Gody  which  is  by  faith  of  Jefus  Cbrifi,^ 
unto  all  and  upon  all  them  that  believe.  Rom.  iii.  20^ 
21,  aa«     Thus  you  fee  this  righteouf&efs  is  wit- 
nejfed  by  the  law  itjelf  and  from  the  mouth  eveif 
of  Mofes ;  for  Chrift  is  the  end  of  the  law  for 
righteoufnefs  to  every  one  that  believe th :  for  Mofes 
defcribeth  the  righteoufnefs  which  is  of  the  law,  that 
the  man  which  doeth  thofe  things  fball  live  by  them. 
But  the  righteoufnefs  which  is  of  faith  [MofcsJ 
Jpeaketh  on  this  wife :  Say  not  in  thine  heart.  Who 

fhall 
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Jhdl  ^end  into  beaten  f  that  is,  U  hring  Cbr^ 
down  from  aiovti  er^  HHm  /baU  dejceni  into  tbt 
deep  f  ihsi  is^  e^  bring  Cbrifi  agdin  from  ibe  dead. 
But  vAat  fiaib  iff  Tbe  word  is  mgb  ibee,  even  in 
fby  monAf  and  in  tby  bears  %  ibat  //,  ebe  word  ef 
fnitb  wbieb  we  freatb ;  tbat  ^  ibon  fiudt  eonfefs 
witb  iby  month  ibe  Lord  Jejns^  emd  fiale  believe  in 
Sbine  beart  ibat  God  baSb  raijed  bimfrom  ibe  dead^ 
ibon  ftfoli  bejaived.  For  witb  tbe  beart  man  beUevetb 
nnfo  rigbteonfnefs^  and  witb  tbe  mouib  confeffion  is 
made  nnto  /alvatkn^  For  tbe/criptnre  Jaitb^  Wbo^ 
Joever  b^evetb  en  bim  .Jball  not  be  ajbamed.  Rom. 
X  4 — It. 

Thus  Mofes  preached  up  an  imptited  rlghteouC- 
fic& ;  Ijpeaks  of  the  fiikh  <^  tt,  and  of  the  confeffion 
W  ft,  and  bears  wknefs  to  it;  and  if  he  dHTapproves 
of  the  rig^teou&eis  of  frith,  he  is  agaiaft  his  own 
tt(tiinooy»  and  is  no  longer  vorthy  the  name  of  a 
laickfiil  fervant>  becaufe  he  finds  fault  of  his  Lord 
and  Madeira  righfeeocdhefs ;  but  that  be  &r  6tom 
\tidki^i(yt is4be law agmfi Ae promje of  Godf  God 
forbid  Gal.  liL  ai. 

Mofes  himfelf  was  not  juIHfied  by  works  in  the 
fight  of  God>  no  more  than  wc  are  $  hence  he  is 
4enrottdd  among  the  believers.  We  all  know  that 
Mo&s  killed  the  Egyptian,  and  that  was  enough 
to  condemn  him  for  ever  by  his  own  law ;  he  had 
no  other  Chelter  fixmi  tbe  avenging  fword  of  juftice 
than  the  blood  of  Chrilt  Tbrdugbfaitb  [Mofes] 
k^  tbepe^fbver^  ondtbeJjprinkBng  tfiiood^  leji  be  tbat 
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ikfiriTfed  tbi  firfihom  Jhould  touch  tbm.  Heb;  xi.  2?/ 
By  faiib  [Mofcs]  refujed  to  he  called  the  Jon  ofPhO- 
taoVs  daughter  i  cbufing  rather  to  Juffer  affli^im  with 
the  people  of  God j  than  to  enjoy  thepleafures  of  Jin  for  a 
Jeajon^  Heb.  xi.  24,  25  j  for  he  had  refpeS  unto  the  re^ 
compence  of  reward,  vcr.  26.   What  reward  was  that  ? 
why  the  reward  promifed  to  Abraham— it  could  be 
no  other.    And  did  Mofes  expeft  that  reward  by 
works  ?  T^Oi  for  if  ihe  inheritance  he  of  the  law,  it  is 
no  more  of  promJe\  hut  God  gave  it  to  Ahraham  hy 
promife.  GaLiii.  18.     For  the  promife  that  Abra« 
ham  Ihould  be  the  heir  of  the  world,  was  not  to  him 
or  to  his  feed  through  the  law,  hut  through  the  righto^ 
oufnefs  of  faith.    For  if  they  which  are  of  the  law  he 
heirs,  faith  is  made  void,  and  the  pronUfe  made  of  none 
iffeSi  becaufethe  law  worketh  wrath.     Therefore  it 
is  of  faith,  that  it  might  he  hy  grace,  to  the  end  the 
promije  might  he  Jure  to  all  the  Jeed.  Rom.  iv.  13 — 16. 
Thus  you  ice  we  have  made  (hifi  to  bring  even 
Moies  himfelf  on  our- fide  of  the  queftion^  and 
we   have  done  right  $    for  it   was  not  the  legal 
works  of  Mofes  that  God  commends^  but  his  faith 
— Mojes  is  faithful  in  my  houfe.    And  it  was  to  the 
comfort  of  Mofes,  as  well  as  to  us,  that  the  Lord 
proclaimed  his  name  before  him — the  Lord,  the 
Lord  God,  merciful  and  gracious,  long-Juffering,  and 
abundant  in  goodnejs  and  truth.     Keeping  mercy  Jar 
thoufands,  Jotgiving  iniquity,  and  tranjgrejjlion,  and  fin. 
Exod.  xxxiv.  6, 7. 

The  way  that  Mofes  found  acccfs  to  God,  was 

by 
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hy  faith  in  a  Mediator ;  and  to  free  grace  revealed; 
he  found  acccfsj — And  the  Lord /aid  unto  Mojes^  I 
^ill  do  this  thing  alfo  that  thou  hafi  Jpoken  i  for  thou 
baft  found  grace  in  nrffigbt^  and  I  know  tba  by  name. 
£xod«  xxxiii.  17.     Mofcs  is  a  fworn  enemy  to  felf^ 
righceoufnefs,  and  preaches  it  down  as  much  as. 
Chrift  (his  mailer)  did  in  his  days;  and  Ihews 
plainly  that  there  is  no  entering  into  reft  by  that, 
])or  for  that : — Sfeak  not  thou  in  thine  heart  [here  he 
condemns  the  thought  of  it]  after  that  tie  Lord  thy 
Qod  bath  caft  them  out  from  before  thee,  faytng^  For  pty 
rfghteoufnefs  the  Lord  hath  brought  me  in  to  poffl^s  tins 
land.  Deut.  ix.  4.     Again,  Not  for  Jhf  righteoufnef^ 
erfor  the  uprigbtnefs  rf  tbine  heart,  doft  thpi  go  itr- 
foffefs  their  land,  ver.  5.  And  again,  Underftandibere-^ 
fori,  ihiU  the  Lord  thy  God  givetb  thee  not  tits  good 
land  to  p(ffefs  it  for  tky  righteoufn^ ;  for  thou  aft  ^ 
ftiff-necked  people,  ven  6.   If  the  thought  of  meriting^' 
an  earthly,  inheritance  be  condemned,  what  (half 
we  fay  of  them  who  nbt  only  think,  but  boaft  of 
meriting  an    eternal   inheritance    by    their   own 
nghteoufnefs  f 

Ahimaaz.  G6d  blefi  tbee,  my  brother,  thou  haft 
cleared  that  point  up  to  my  fatisfaSion.  I  fee 
clearly  that  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  is  that  in' 
which  all  the  eledt  ftand  juftified  before  God;  kh' 
witnefled  both  by  the  law  and  the  prophets ;  and 
as  for  the  gofpel,  th^t  reveals  no  other  :-^/  41m  nef 
aftiamed  of  the  gojpd  tf  Chrift,  far  therein  is  the 
rlghti  oufnefs  of  God  revealed.  Rom,  j.  1 7     And  find- 
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ing  Mofcs  himielf  jxiftifrcd  by  the  rightcotifnefe  of 
faith  is  a  very  comfortable  thought  to  me.  I  fee 
dearly  that  the  law  can  never  find  fault  with  the 
Saviour's  righteoufnefe,  which  is  upon  every  be- 
liever ;  nor  can  it  demand  a  better,  nor  condemn 
or  curfe  the  man  that  has  kid  hold  of  it ;  for,  as 
the  fcripttires  fay,  be  that  helievetb  is  juftified freely 
from  all  ilnngs.  O  how  fife  is  the  poor  finner 
under  this  robe !  BUffed  is  the  man  whofe  iniquity  is 
forgiven^  'mbbfifin  is  covered.  Yea  the  Saviour  him- 
felf  declares,  tbat  he  that  helievetb  is  pajei  from 
death  unto  Ufe^  mdfi>all  never  come  into  condemnation  i 
^od  Paul  ipeaks  the  fiune  thing — there  is  no  con-- 
demnation  to  them  th^t  4tre  m  Chrifi  Jtjus.  Rotn. 
viii.  I. 

Thu$  I  iee  that  a  foul  ftands  juft  in  the  prefence 
ef  God,  and  in  the  light  of  the  law,  by  faith  in  an 
imputed  rightcoiifiiefs  }  which  Paul  calls  the  obedi- 
tT\zt  of  the  Saviour  :-^£4;^^  hy  the  obedience  of  one 
fbatt  maty  be  made  righteous j  Rom.  v.  1 9 ;  yea,  all  the 
cleft,  y^r  in  himfbaU  all  the  feed  of  JJrael  be  juftified^ 
and fhall glory.  Ifa.  xlv.  25.  And  we  are  for  ever  juC- 
afied  in  the  eye  of  Juftice  by  faith  in  the  Redeenier's 
bjood ;  and  coniequently  Juftice  can  never  demand 
of  th^  believer  the  penal  lum,  which  is  eternal 
death.  Surely  God  hath  commended  bis  love  towards 
Uh  in  tbat  while  we  were  yePfmners  Chrifi  died  for  us. 
Much  more  thmty  being  now  'jufiified  by  his  blood,  we 
fbdl  be Javedfrom^rath  through  him.  Rom.  v.  8,  9^ 
Thus  I  fee  I  ftand  juft  before  the  law,  by  faith  in 

the 


(    ««7    ) 

tbc  Saviour's  obedience ;  and  juft  in  the  feven-fold 
eye  of  juftice,  by  faith  in  the  Saviour's  blood ;  and 
if  fo,  I  am  jujiifad  freely  frm  all  things,  from  which  I 
£Ould  mi  bejuft^d  by  the  law  of  Mojes.  A£ls  xiii.  39, 
But  I  have  heard  people^  and  even  divines,  fay,  that 
our  fins  will  appear  at  (he  day  of  judgmentj 
though  we  are  pardoned  ;  I  wifh  you  would  redtify 
this  matter.  I  am  to  you  as  the  queen  of  Sheba 
was  to  Solomon— /^cffitf  to  froveyour  wifdom  with 
}fard  quejlions.  1  Kings  x.  i, 

Cu/hi.  For  my  part,  I  hope  ever  to  go  by  what 
God  (ays  in  his  word,  not  by  what  men  fay.  God 
fays  of  every  believer,  that  he  is  complete  in  Chrijl  the 
beady  Col  ij-  lo,  and  that  he  will  not  impute  their 
trefpajfef  mto  tbfm,  2  Cor.  v.  1 9  ;  that  be  will  caft 
aU  their  fins  into  thejea^  Micah  vii.  1 9 ;  that  he  wiU 
remember  them  no  more,  Jer»xxxi.34;  that  hejees 
no  fin  in  Jacob,  nor  ferverfenefs  In  IJraeU  Numb, 
XLm.  21.  And  again.  In  thoje  days,  and  in  that  time, 
Jaxth  the  Lord^  the  iniquity  of  Ifraelfhall  be  fought  for,^ 
and  there  JbaU  be  none  i  and  the  fins  of  Judah^  and  th^ 
JbaU  not  be  found  i  for  I  will  pardon  them  whom  I  re* 
Jerve.  Jen  1.  20*  If  I  was  to  ow<:  a  man  fifty  pounds, 
and  a  flirety  ftepped  forth  and  paid  the  fum,  is  not 
that  debt  cancelled  ?  Is  not  the  book  difcharged  ? 
And  have  I  not  got  the  bill  and  receipt  in  full  of  all 
demands  in  my  pocket  ?  And  would  it  not  be  an 
unkind,  and  an  unjuft  a£t  in  fuch  a  creditor  to  be 
perpetually  producing  that  old  debt  to  my  view,  in 
fhe  prcfcncp  of  all  company  ?  would  it  not  be  con- 
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tetnptuous  ?  And  what  credit  could  fuch  an  one  get 
by  fuch  an  aftion?  Would  not  the  book  itfelf^ 
being  difcharged,  condemn  his  folly  ?  And  who 
but  a  novicQ  would  charge  the  Judge  of  all  the 
earth  with  this  ?  Qod  blcflfes  every  poor  finner  that 
believe^  in  his  dear  Son.  Juftice  iays,  lamjaiib- 
fill  and  juft  to  forgive  your  ftn^  and  to  cleanfe  you 
from  aU  unrighteoufnefs. — Mofes  is  content. — ^And 
^hrift  fays,  thou  art  all  fair ^  there  is  nofpot  in  thee. 
Song  iv.  7. 

Ahimaaz.  But  fome  fay,  it  will  be  done  to  mag- 
nify the  grace  of  God,  and  to  fliew  how  grace  hath 
pardoned  the  greateft  of  fins. 

Cufhi.  Juftice  does  not  demand  this,  nor  require 
it  in  all  the  Bible.  Befides,  it  would  admit  of  that 
which  God  excludes  i  it  would  have  the  appear- 
ance of  upbraiding,  which  the  word  of  God  ad- 
mits not.  God  giveth  liberally  and  ufbraidetb  not. 
James  i.  5, 

As  juftice  does  not  require  it,  and  as  upbraiding 
is  excluded,  it  can  only  be  done  to  gratify  devils 
and  finnefs,  which  God  will  neyer  do.  I  read,  thafc 
the  myftery  of  iniquity  is  to  be  revealed  to  the 
righteous  i  but  I  never  read  that  the  myfteries  of 
grace  are  to  be  revealed  to  the  damned.  The  mani^ 
fold  wifdom  of  God  is  to  be  made  known  by  the  church 
to  principalities  and  powers  in  heavenly  places ^  Eph. 
iii.  JO,  but  to  no  other.  A  purged  confcience» 
the  law  of  God  ^written  in  the  heart,  and  the  tefti- 
ipony  of  God's  Spirit,  is  a  receipt  in  full  of  all  the 
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iaboye-mentioned  demands.  And  the  poor  finner, 
"who  has  long  laboured  under  a  fight  and  fenfe  of  his 
finsj  frequendy  finds,  that  after  God  has  removed  hi$ 
tranlgrel&ons  from  his  fight,  and  purged  his  con- 
Iciencei  that  himlelf>  fven  in  a  fit  of  unbelief^  is 
i^ot  able  (b  much  as  to  bring  his  fins  frelh  to  his 
recn^iTibrance  again;  they  arc  blotted  out  as  a. 
cloud,  they  are  buried,  nor  can  the  devil  gr  unbelief 
raife  them  up  and  bring  them  to  life  again.  Not 
a  fingle  fin  Ihall  appear  againfl;  the  poor  believer 
in  the  judgment  day;  he  flaall  rife  in  his  Sstr 
viour's  image ;  Hejhall  be  like  UtHyfcr  bejhdlljet,  bim 
4;  bfi  is.  I  John  iii.  2.  He  JbaU  have  hoklnefi  in 
the  dff  pf  Judgment,  i  John  iv.  17.  HeJhMheptt^ 
Jpited  bply  and  u^blafn^ahle  and  utireprcm^able  in  Qod^i 
Jigbt.  Col.  i.  22.  Htjhall  rffefirfi^  ^jid  appear  in  the 
Saviour's  likenefs,  before  the  wicked  be  railed  ac' 
all.  I  Thea  iv.  16. 

Jlfimaaz.  I  am  coming  again  with  another 
Ifnot;  for  I  am  determined  to  bring  every  puz«, 
zling  experience,  and  every  puzzling  providence, 
forth ;  not  a  pcrples^ing  fcripturc,  not  an  entanig^e- 
ment  in  my  judgment,  will  I  leave  unriddled,  if 
pod  will  enable  me  to  bring  theqi  forth,  and  you 
to  explain  them.  But  I  dare  fay  I  (hall  tli^  of 
twenty  things  after  you  are  gone,  tliat  I  ihall  now 
forget.  Bu|:  to  the  matter  in  hand.  You  know  that 
Paul  fays  we  muft  all  appear  before  die  judgments 
(cat  of  Chrift  j — For  we  Jhall  all  Jiand  befon  tb$ 
judgment-feat  of  Cbrijl*    For  it.  />  writ t at ^  As  Jlive^ 
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Jdth  thi  iMtdy  every  knee  JbaU  bow  U  me,  mul  every 
tongue  JbaU  cm^ejs  to  God.     So  then  every  one  of  us 

jhall  give  account  of  himjelfto  God.  Rom.  xiv.  lo,  1 1, 
I  a.     And  again.  For  we  muft  all  appear  before  tba 

judgment 'feat  of  Chrift^  thai  every  one  may  receive  the 
things  done  in  bis  body^  according  to  that  be  bath  done, 
whether  it  he  good  or  bad.  a  Cor.  v.  io«  Here,  firfi^ 
l^aul  (declares  that  we  muft  ^1  appear  before 
the  judgment-feats  fecondly*  every  knee  muft 
bow,  and  every  tongue  confefs  to  God  i  thirdly^ 
every  one  muft  give  m  account  of  himielf  go  God ; 
and  laflly,  that  every  one  may  receive  the  things 
done  in  his  body^  whether  good  or  bad.  Be  as 
plain  as  poflible  on  the  fubjeft ;  for  if  you  leave 
but  a  vacancy  as  big  as  a  button  hole,  unbelief 
will  creep  in,  and  drag  a  thou(and  doubts  at  her 
heels. 

Cujbi.  Obferve,  firft,  the  direction  ^ven  by  the 
lawgiver  to  the  judge.  If  there  be  a  corUroverJf  he^ 
tween  meUy  and  they  come  unto  judgment ^  that  the  judges 
may  judge  them ;  then  they  JbaU  juftify  the  righteous^ 
and  condemn  the  wicked.  Deut.  xxv.  i.  And  again^ 
If  a  man  trefpafs  againfi  his  neighbour,  and  an  oath  be 
laid  upon  him  to  caufe  him  to  fwear,  and  the  oath  come 
before  thine  altar  in  this  houfe  i  then  bear  thou  in  hea- 
ven, and  do,  and  judge  thy  Jervanti,  condemning  the 
wicked,  to  bring  his  way  upon  his  bead-,  andjujlifying 
the  righteous,  to  give  him  according  to  his  righteoufnefs. 
1  Kings  viii.  31,32.  Here  you  have  the  unalter- 
able and  eternal  rule  of  judgment.  Jn  this  rule 

you 
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you  find  two  fentences^  and  no  more— juftificadofi 
and  condemnation — thou  (halt  condemn  the  wicked 
—thou  fhak  juftjfy  the  righteous.  Now  the  effefts 
or  confequences  of  thefe  two  fentences  are  two  alio, 
St  blefling  and  a  curie  s  the  law  reveals  no  more, 
Deut.  28 ;  read  the  whole  chapter.  The  bleffings  are 
to  thofe  that  hearken  to  the  voice  of  the  Lord  in 
the  gofpel,  and  the  curfes  are  to  the  legal  ftlE- 
righteous  tribe,  that  truft  in  their  obedience  to  the 
law,  to  which  they  adhere  fdr  life,  becaufe  they 
cannot  fulfil  the  whole  of  it  j-^^j  many  as  are  oftbi 
works  ofibt  law  are  under  the  tutfe^  Gal.  iii.  10 ;  and, 
on  the  other  hand,  I  have  proved  the  believer  to  be 
under  the  bleffing;7^  then  they  rvbicb  be  rf  faitb^ 
are  bleffed  with  faithful  Abraham.  Gal.  iii.  9. 

I  have  already  fhown  that  the  believer  is  ju(li-» 
fied,  confcquently  under  the  fentence  of  juftifi- 
cation ;  and  the  glorious  effect  of  thii  is,  that  he  is 
blefled ;  yea,  he  is  blefled  both  by  the  law  and  the 
gofpel  I  God  the  Father  blelTes  him  j  Kifs  the  Son 
kji  be  be  angry ;  bleffed  are  all  tbey  that  put  their  truft  in 
bim.  Pfalm  ii.  1 2.  He  is  bleffed  alfo  of  God  the 
Saviour; — Becaufe  thou  baft  feen  me,  Thomas,  tbon 
haft  believed ;  blejfed  are  they  that  have  not  feen,  and 
yet  have  believed.  John  xx.  29.  This  bleffing  is 
like  wife  pronounced  by  the  HolyGhofl; — Blejfed 
are  the  dead  that  die  in  the  Lord-,  yea^ faith  the  Spirit^ 
for  tbey  reft  from  their  labours,  and  their  works  do 
follovo  them.  Rev.  xiv.  13.  This  being  the  real 
pafe,  the  fentence  of  juftification,  and  die  bleffing 
6  annexed 
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ViiMxcd  to  it^  follows  the  beli(;ver  go  iriiere  he 
will. 

Having  (hewed  you  the  rule  of  judgment^  the 
fentence  and  the  bleffing,  I  come  now  to  fpeak 
of  the  judgment-feat.  I  have  already  proved^ 
by  the  trial  of  Prodig^lis^  that  the  eleA  are 
arraigned  and  tried  before  the  judgmei\t-ieat  i^ 
(his  world ;  that  the  light  of  Qqd  fhines  upon 
them ;  that  the  con^mandment  comes  with  power; 
that  fin  reviv^s^  ^d  t|ie  finner^  feeling  the  fentence 
.thereof^  dies  j  that  law«  cpnfcience,  and  Satan  accufe 
hiqi;  and  that  by  faith  be  is  jqftiiicd,  and  pafie^ 
from  the  fentenc^  of  death  to  fpirityal  life  by  faith 
in  the  Son  of  God :  as  it  is  written^  1  am  the  refur- 
reHim  and  the  l^e  -,  be  that  believetk  in  me^  tbbugb  be 
weredead yet fi>all be  live ;  and  be  that  Uveth  ^die- 
Ueveth  Jhall  never  die.  John  xi.  25»  26,  Thu$  you 
fee  the  eled  foul  is  arraigned  and  acquitted  in  thi^ 
world  by  an  a£fc  of  grace. 

Secondly,  Every  time  he  fins  againd  \as  Father 
and  Redeemer^  having  the  law  of  God  and  the  rule 
of  judgment  written  on  his  heart,  he  arraigns  him* 
fclf  5  this  is  his  privilege,  which  if  he  negle<fts  God 
does  it ;  f  we  would  judge  our/elves  wejhould  not  i^ 
judged  i  but  when  we  are  cbafiened  we  are  judged  of  the 
Lord^  that  wejbould  not  be  condemned  with  the  worlds 
I  Cor.  xi.  3-1,  32. 

Thirdly,  The  believing  foul  may  appear  before 
the  judgment-feat  of  Chrift  as  foon  as  it  is  fevered 
from  the  bodyi/(?r  tbe/jpirit  returm  to  God  tbaf 
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^/pve  it,  Ecci.  kii.  7.     But  fuppofing  this  ht  th(f 
cafe^  the  believing  foul  can  receive  nothing  but 
the  fentence  of  juftification,  and  the  bleiling^  an- 
nexed to  it  i  Bkffed  are  the  dead  that  die  in  the  Lord*. 
but  this  is  all  fuppoGtion ;  for  the  Bible  is  (ilent 
about  it  to  the  beft  of  my  remembrance.     It  is  faid 
of  Lazarus,  that  he  was  earried  by  the  angels  into 
Ahrahanis  hojom^  Luke  xvi.  22 ;  and  of  the  thie^ 
that  he  fliould  be  that  day  with  the  Lord  in  para- 
dife.  Luke  xxiii.  43.   ^  But  there  is  nothing  laid  of 
a  trial   between  death  and  eternal  glory.      Yet 
doubdeis  the  Saviour  will  prefent  every  believing 
ibul  before  his  Father  at  their  arrival  in  heaven ; 
1>utif  he  docs,  it  will  be  without  fpot  or  wrinkle,  of 
any  fuch  thing  i  and  if  fo,  it  can  be  only  to  receive 
the  Father's  bl^fling ;  which  will  be  no  Worfe  than 
that  which  the  poor  foul  met  with  on  his  repen* 
tance  \  namely,  the  Father  fell  on  his  neck  and  k^ed 
him,  and  rejoiced  over  him  nvttbjinging. 

Fourthly,  If  we  are  all  to  appear  before  the 
judgment-feat  of  Chrift  in  the  great  day,  as  the 
apoftle  intimates,  it  will  be  only  tq  be  exalted  to 
the  right  hand  of  the  Lord :  And  he  JhaU  Jet  the 
Jheep  on  his  right  handy  and  the  goats  on  the  left. 
Matt.  X3tv.  2^^.  And  whatever  account  a  belicvct 
is  to  give  of  himfclf  to  God,  I  believe  the  Saviour^ 

•  « 

as  his  only  Advocate,  will  inftruft  him  in  it :  7he 
meek  will  he  guide  in  judgment ^  and  the  meek  mil  he 
teach  his  way.  Pfalm  xxv.  9. '  And  the  chief  ac*- 
coant  that  he  will  have  to  give  at  that  day  will  be 

an 
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ftn  account  of  hb  uaworthinefs,  and  to  wonder  at 
the  grace  of  his  incoctiparable  Lord :  ^beuJbaU  tb$ 
J^  Jay  iM$  tbem  (m  his  rigid  bandy  Come^  ye  hleffed 
^  ntf  Father  [mark  the  blefling  here],  irhmt  the 
langdom  prepared  far  you  from  the  faimdatum  if  thi 
world.  Matti  :i^xv«  34.     Now  nund  the  Saviour^s 
proceis.  Far  I  was  an  brntgred^  and  ye  gofot  me  meat; 
Mrjhfy  and  ye  ga^t  me  drink;  I  was  afiraager^  and 
ye  took  me  tv;  naked^  and  ye  clothed  ma;  I  wasjkk$ 
and  ye  vifitedme;  I  was  «r  prifim^  and  ye  came  smto 
me.   Matt.  zxv.  35,  j6*    Now  comes  the  account 
that  the  faints  givfc  of  themfelves  to  God^  which 
confifts  of  a  public  renunciation  of  all  ufe(ulne&  to 
God,  and  <^  all  depeodance  on  merit :  Then  Jbail 
the  righteous  [mind  the  appellation]  a^i/wer  hiuh 
/V^ii  Lordy  when  Jaw  we  thee  an  hungred^  and  fed 
thief  or  thirjfy^  and  gaw  thee  drink  f  when  Jaw  w( 
thee  ajlr^iger^  and  took  thee  inf  or  naked^  and  cktbed 
thee  ?  or  when  Jaw  we  theejitk^  or  in  prjfon^  and  camt 
unto  thee  f  Matt.  xxv.  37, 38, 39.    Thus  the  Lord 
juftifics  the  righteous*    Mindj  he  calls  them  rights^ 
Dus,  which  they  could  never  be  but  by  fiiithj  for 
be  that  believes  not  is  condemned  air ^y.    Nor  need  we 
wonder  at  the  Lord's  putting  encomiums  on  their 
works,  for  k  was  himfelf  that  worked  in  them  hotb 
to  will  and  to  do  of  his  own  good pleafure.  Phil.  ii.  13^ 
The  Lord  had  wrought  all  their  works  in    tbem$ 
Ila.  zxvi.  1 2,  and  he  takes  fpecial  notice  of^  aD4 
puts  great  encomiums  upon  them.    But  the  righ- 
teous place  no  confidence  in  themj  but  renounce 
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thtaii  with  an  KumUe  confeilion  of  thttt  uiiwttfdu' 
ncfk  :  jind  they  were  juft^ed  when  they  Jpoke^  and 
cieared  when  thy  thus  judged  [of  themlelves].  Pfalm 
▼.  4.  Thus  you  fee,  infiead  of  the  fin&^  the  juft 
being  expofcd,  h^  brings  forth  creiy  work  of  righ- 
teoufheis ;  every  fruit  of  faith  and  labour  of  love. 

Thus  I  have  anfwered  three  things  in  your  queT* 
tion.  And  I  fuppofe  Satan  has  been  tempting  thee 
to  think  that  thou  (halt  be  Covered  with  Ihanie  and 
Cohfufion,  either  at  death  or  at  thy  entrance  into 
heaven,  or  at  the  great  and  terrible  day ;  and  his 
temptations  have  driven  thee  to  make  this  earned 
inquiry;  which  is  eafily  anfwered :  for  if  there  be 
in  the  word  of  God  any  diing  relating  to  youi' 
inquiry  wliich  I  have  not  brought  forth,  this  text 
is  fufficient  to  anfwer  it,  either  at  an  hour  of  death 
0r  at  the  day  of  judgment :  But  Ifraeljhall  be/aved 
in  the  Lsrd  with  an  everlaftingfahation  -,  je  JhaU  not 
he  a/bamed  nor  eonfounded^  world  without  end.  Ifa^ 
xlv,  17-  , 

The  hft  part  of  youf  queftion  is,  Whatt  is  meant 
by  every  man  receiving  according  to  the  works  done  iti 
she  hody,  whether  good  or  bad  ?  Here  are  two  forts 
ef  works,  ^W  and  badi  which  Paul  calls  the  fruits 
efthe  Spirit,  and  the  works  of  thefkfh.  The  fruit  of 
the  Spirit  is  love,  joy,  peace,  long-Juffering,  gentlenefs, 
gooAiefs,  faith,  meeknefs,  temperance  i  againfijSth  there 
is  no  law.  GaK  v.  22,  23.  Now  the  works  of  the 
Jlejb  are  manifejl,  which  are  thefe.  Adultery,  fornications 
liyiivicufnefSf   idolatry ^  witchcraft,  hatred,  variance, 
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tmulaiianSj  wrath  ^  firtfe^  /editions^  b&eficSi  &?f .  (^^^ 
ibey  thai  do  Juch  things  JbaU  not  inherit  the  kingdoni  of 
God.  Gal.  V.  193  ao,  ai. 

Thus  you  fee  the  world  if  divided  into  twa 
claflfes — Iheep  and  goats :  and  there  are  two  forts 
of  fruits— thofe  of  the  flcfli  and  thofe  of  the 
Spirit :  fo  likcwife  there  are  two  covenants-^onc 
of  grace,  and  the  other  of  works :  fo  alfo  there 
are  two  fentences — that  of  juftification,  and  that  of 
condemnation.  The  efFc6t  of  juftificadon  is  the 
blefling  of  God  \  and  the  efied  of  condemnation  is 
the  eternal  curfe  of  God.  A  bleffing  and  a  curie 
will  clofe  the  fcene  in  the  great  day,  and  finally 
conclude  the  myftery  of  God*    Rev.  *.  *ji 

i\s  TLJuJi  God  and  a  Saviour  the  Judge  will  appear^ 
and  both  claffes  will  be  judged  according  to  their 
works :  thofe  that/ow  to  thejlefi^jball  of  theflejb  reaf 
corruption ;  and  they  that/ow  to  the  Spirit^  JbaU  of  the 
iSpirit  reap  life  ever  lofting.  Gal.  vi.  8.  Thus  every 
man  fhall  receive  according  to  the  things  done  in  the  bodyi 
according  to  that  he  hath  doncj  whether  good  or  bad. 
2  Cor.  V.  10.  If  he  be  a  believer,  he  is  blefTed 
with  faithful  Abraham  j  if  he  be  a  hoping  foul,  he 
ih^l\  not  be  aihamed  of  his  hope,  but  fhall  enjoy 
his  expected  inheritance^  after  his  patience  is  tried 
in  looking  for  that  hlejfedhope  and  the  glorious  appearing 
of  the  great  God  and  our  Saviour  Jefus  Cbriji.  Titus 
ii.  13. 

O   how  thankful  ought   a  foul  to   be  at  th^ 
thought  of  the  blefTed  Lord's  appearing  to  give  a 
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rifV4rJ  to  his/arvants  tbs  propbet,Sy  and  to  all  thatfealt 
ins  name^Jmll  andffreat.  Rcv.xi.  18.  While,  oo 
the  other  hatfd,  he  that  dies  in  the  flcfli  is  not  one 
pf  the  children  of  God  j  for  he  dies  in  his  fin,  not 
in  the  Saviour,  and  dying  in  unbelief,  he  cannot 
center  the  kingdom  of  God.  For  my  part,  I  know 
cf  no  other  forts  of  fruits  or  works  but  thefe  twoj 
and  all  the  human  race .  are  bringing  forth  one  or 
the  other,  according  to  the  ftate  they  are  in,  and 
the  covenant  they  are  under  j  nor  is  there  any 
middle  ftate  between  them. 

Ahimaax.  For  my  part  I  am  fatisfied.  Bl^s  the 
Lord^  0  wj  Jtndl  and  all  that  is  within  mi  hlefs  bif 
holy  name.  Blefs  the  Lord^  0  ntf  Joull  and  forget 
not  all  bis  benefits :  who  forgiveth  all  thine  iniquities  | 
who  healetb  ,all  thy  dife^es ;  who  redeenuth  thy  life 
from  deJiruSion  i  who  crowneth  theewifb  loving-kind* 
nsfs  and  tender  mercies.  Pfalm  ciii.  i,  i,  3, 4.     Pray 

now  go  on  with  the  defer iptipn  of. the: bkOcd 
inheritance. 

Qijbi.  Tj)at  is  more  than  man  or  angel  can  do ; 
but  the  book  pf  God  mentions  it :  God  the  Father 
hath  promifed  to  be  our  God  :  Jt  that  time,  faith 
the  Lord,  will  I  be  the  God  of  all  the  families  of  Ifraeh 
qn4  tbvfhall  be  my  people.  Jer.  xxxi.  i.  This  im- 
I^ies  that  God  will  be  the  portion  of  his  people. 
Fear  not,  Abraham^.  I  am  thy  fhield  and  thy  exceeding 
gjreat  reward.  Gen.  xv.  i.  Thus  the  Lord  is  the 
portion  of  his  people,  and  Jacob  is  the  lot  of  his  inherit^ 
once.  Deut.  xxxii.  9.     This  glorious  portion  is  to 
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be  knowDj  and  to  be  enjoyed  by  every  bclictrer  at 
lad.  For  he  is^  as  the  fcriptures  i;^itneis^  an  heir 
cfGod,  and  a  joint  heir  with  Chrift.  Rom.  viii.  17* 

The  bleffcd  Saviour  is  the  believer's  portioil 
alfo  i  Gdd  Jo  loved  the  world  that  be  gave  bis  only^ 
begotten  Son,  tbat  wbofoever  believetb  on  bim  might 
not  ferijb,  but  bave  ever  lofting  life.  And  again^  I 
will  keep  him,  and  give  bim  for  a  covenaut  of  the 
feople.  Ifa.  xlii.  6.  The  fight  of  this  made  Paul 
count  all  tbings  but  dung  tbat  be  migbt  win  Cbriji^ 
Phil.  iii.  8,  whom  he  ftyles  our  life.  Col.  iii.  4. 

The  Holy  Ghoft  alfb  is  the  portion  of  a  believer, 
and  an  eamefl  in  his  heart  of  all  that  he  has  in 
hope :  /  will  find  you  tbe  fromife  of  the  Father. 
And  again :  I  will  pray  tbe  Father,  and  be  Jball  give 
you  another  Comforter,  tbat  be  may  abide  with  you  for 
ever.  Johnxiv.  16. 

Thus  God,  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft,  arc 
the  believer's  everlafting  portion ;  and  fo  he  will 
find  it  in  the  end,  when  he  comes  to  be  fiUed  witb 
all  tbe  fullnefs  of  God\  the  whole  of  which  is 
couched  in  thefe  words :  That  they  all  may  be  one*, 
as.  thou.  Father,  art  in  me,  and  I  in  tbee,  tbat  they 
alfo  may  be  one  in  us.  And  tbe  glory  which  thou  gaveft 
me  I  have  given  them,  that  they  may  be  one  even  as  we 
are  one ;  1  in  them,  and  thou  in  me,  tbat  they  may  be 
made  perfeSl  in  one.  John  xvii.  21,  22,  23,  Thus 
much  for  the  portion. 

But  a  dwelling-place  is  Kkewife  included  in 
fcripture,  as  well  as  the  enjoyment  of  God;  for 
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die  irihirit^ce  of  the  Aims  coriR^s  of  k  phtc  ai 
ifrcll  as  a  glorious  ftate :  I  go  to  prepare  a  place  fir 
youi  and  if  I  go  and  prepare  a  place  forymt^  I  wHl 
€(nnt  again  and  receive  you  to  my/elf y  that  where  I  am 
there  ye  may  he  alfo.  John  xiv.  2, 3.  We^  according 
io  bis  promife^  look  for  new  heavens  and  a  new  earthy 
wherein  dweUetb  righteoufnefs.  2  Peter  iii.  iji 

Abtmaa:t.  This  is  an  inheritance  indeed!  and 
blefied  be  God,  it  is  in  a  mcafure  enjoyed  in  this 
Kfe  i  for  when  God  fheds  abroad  his  love  in  out* 
hearts^  upon  our  receiving  the  atonement,  the 
Holy  Ghoft  fills  us  with  joy  and  peace  in  believ- 
ing; and  we  feel  union  and  fellow/hip  with  the 
Father  and  th  Sdn,  1  John  i*  3,  and  enjoy  the  com- 
munications of  the  Holy  Ghoft.  And  I  bel'ieve 
this  is  what  Paul  means  when  he  fays,  The  grace 
cf  the  Lord  Jefus  Chriji,  and  the  love  of  Ged,  and  the 
communion  of  the  Holy  Ghojl,  he  with  you  all.  jfyten^ 
iConxiii.  14. 

Cujhi,  It  is  Paul's  meaning  1  and  thus  the  blefled 
Trinity  is  experimentally  and  favingly  known  by 
every  real  •  believer  in  this  world.  The  above 
inheritance  is  the  inheritance  promifcd  to  Abrahjtm, 
Ifstac,  and  Jacob* — I  am  thy  jbield^  and  thy  exceed^ 
htg  great  reward.  And  it  is  faid  that  they  fought  a 
Country  better  than  that  V/hich  they  left,  namely,  an 
heavenly  one.    Heb.  xi.  16. 

Ahimaaz.  •  But  pray,  how  is  this  inheritance 
fecured  to  the  heirs  thereof?  becaufe  fome  :people 
lay  that  an  heir  of  it  may  fall  from  grace — be 
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dtfinherited — and  have  bis  p^riiM  m  tbi  Uh  ibst 
butnub  ftfiib  firt  md  brw^mei  and  if  fo,  k  had- 
been  better  for  them  that  they  had  never  been 
macie  heirs* 

O^.  Men  who  talk  at  that  rate  do  not  truft 
in  tlie  grace  of  God  ^  if  you  read  their  writings^ 
you  will  find  that  all  their  contention  is  for  fleflily 
works,  and  in  works  they  trulL  And  though  the 
word  ffrace  be  often  brought  in,  yet  it  is  only  done 
as  a  deception  to  entangle  others ;  hence  fuch  ase 
iaid  in  fcripture  to  wtaroe  tbt  Jpider's  ioebi  that  is» 
4s  the  fpidcr  catcheth  her  prey  in  her  web>  fo  thefe 
interweave  the  word  grace  to  catch  fouls  for  Sataa 
in  the  net  of  works.  And  as  many  a  fly  fettles 
on  the  web  to  reft  till  it  be  devoured,  io  many 
fouls  fettle  on  the  Arminian  web  of  grace  and 
works,  till  they  are  entangled  in  the  curfe  of  God 
and  jaws  of  the  devil.  Such  truft  in  themielves, 
not  in  God;  and  in  their  own  dead  works  they 
place  their  hopes,  inftead  of  grace.  But  the  inherit- 
ance is  not  promifed  to  our  works,  nor  iecured  by 
them  :  For  if  the  inberiUince  b4  of  tbe  law  it  is  no 
more  of  promife-^  but  God  gave  it  to  Abrabasn  by 
fromife.  Gal.iii.  i8.  If  it  were  to  be  obtained  by 
the  works  of  the  law  it  would  be  very  uncertain  i 
man  might  perform  his  part,  and  he  might  not : 
and  if  he  did  not  perform  the  conditions,  what« 
ever  fuch  conditions  might  be,  then  Infinite  Wif- 
dom  might  be  fruftrated  in  his  grand  deCgns: 
therefore  God  has  fecured  it  in  a  way  that  the  end 
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is  fiire  to  be  accomplifhed  i  which  will  plainly 
appear>  if  you  conQder  ^he  following  negative 
and  pofitivc :  Far  if  tbey  wbkb  are  9f  the  Utw  be 
behrs^faitb  is  made  void,  and  the  promife  .made  of  wme 
affe£t\  becaufe  the  law  jporhtb  vtratb\far  where 
miam  is  there  is  no  tranfgr^ottf  Rom,  iv.  15. 

If  the  law  worketb  wrath»  as  it  certainly  doe^ 
becaufe  it  reveals  God's  wrath  againft  fin,  aad 
ftirs  up  fin  agaiaft  God ;  therefore  ^ he  cvtrlafting 
inheritance  cannot  be  obtained  by  worlps,  Qor  caa 
it  be  fecuicd  by  the  revelation  of  wrath  t  fo  far 
fiiom  it)  that  the  ftifieft  legalift  is  the  greaceft  enenfiy 
to  Gody  and  the  fartheft  froni  the  kingdom  of  God» 
The  UtheritOHCe  therefore  is  of  faith  [which  is  GoA*% 
gift],  thai  it  might  he  [bdlowed]  by  grap0  [not 
earned  by  works],  to  the  end  the  promife  might  [no( 
mifcarry^  but]  bejkre  to  all  the  feed.  Ronu  i  v.  1 6^ 

Thus  you  fee  it  is  a  bfeffing  given  us  in  Chrifl 
— promifed  to  finth^-fecured  by  grace--*-and  inAire4 
to  all  the  chofen  feed.  Thofe  perlbns  that  you 
fpe^  o(  truft  altogether  in  their  own  worksj  and 
bring  in  the  word  ff'oce  as  a  trap  to  entangle  othei^ 
in  the  works  of  the  law :  and  when  their  fleihiy 
works  deceive  and  throw  them  down^  as  they  did 
Peter,  then  they  ay.  out,  fuch  an  one  is  fallen  fironi 
grace:  whereas  fiich  always  fight  ^ainft  ^cc. 
Thus  the  painted  fepulchre  wears  the  garland — 
whik  he  is  permitted  to  deceive,  and  grace  bears 
the  fcandalj  when  God  fulfils  his  promife,  ^e 
fratiagfoeif^aUfaa.  Prov.  x.  8. 
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Abimaaz,  But  there  are  many  of  the(e  people 
who  talk  much  of  legal  convictions  and  law  terrors  i 
and  you  know  that  Paul  fays,  it  is  experience  thai 
worketb  hope. 

Cujbu  The  experience  of  pardon,  peace,  and 
reconciliation  through  Chrift,  and  of  regeneration 
by  the  Holy  Ghoft,  worketh  hope,  but  no  other : 
the  devils  have  experieneed  as  many  legal  convic«- 
tions,  law  terrors,  motions  of  pride,  workings  of 
error,  and  as  much  defperate  rebellion,  as  all  the . 
human  race  together,  and  yet  are  as  far  frx>m  hope 
as  enmity  and  eternity  can  fet  them.  But  the 
dedt  are  predeftinated :  In  whom  al/o  we  bane 
chtained  an  inherit ance^  being  predeftinated  according  /^ 
the  purpofe  of  bim  wbo  worketb  all  tbings  after  the 
eounfel  of  bis  own  will.  Eph.  i.  1 1.  Hence  they  are 
faid  to  have  their  names  inroUed  ii^  the  book  of 
life  J  and  the  book  is  (igned  by  three  immutable 
witnelTes,  and  each  witnefs  has  his  name  recoitled 
in  it,  as  appears  by  the  Bible  i  and  the  Bible  is  a 
copy  of  the  eternal  council.  There  are  three  that 
bear  record  in  heaven ^  the  Father ^  the  Wordy  and  the 
Holy  Ghoft  J  and  thefe  three  are  one.  i  John  v.  7. 
^This  book  is  fealed  with  JevenfealSy  Rev.  v.  i,  and 
delivered  to  the  dear  Redeemer,  as  Qod  the  Father's 
will ;  which  will  was  to  be  obeyed  by  the  Saviour, 
ttnd  made  known  to  the  chofen  heirs.  The  con- 
ditions of  it,  fuch  as,  magnifying  the  law,  and  fatif- 
fying  divine  juftice,  were  to  be  pundually  per- 
formed, and  the  Father's  plaa  fqlly  executed  by 
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ibe  Lord  Chrift ;  and  fo  the  inheritance  was  to  be 
handed  down  to  us  by  the  Father^s  will,  and  the 
Son*s  teftamenti  of  which  will  Chrift  is  theteftator^ 
the  executor,  and  the  mediator.  And  for  this  caufk 
be  is  ibe  Mediaior  rf  the  new  tefiamm^  that  by  means 
of  [his]  deaiby  for  the  redemption  of  the  trmfgrejjims 
that  were  (aunmitted]  under  the  firfi  teftament  [or 
law],  they  which  are  called  might  receive  the  frmije  of 
eternal  inheritance:  for  where  a  teftament  is,  there 
muft  ayp  of  necfffity  be  the  death  of  the  tefiator.  Heb, 
IX.  15, 1 6.  Our  blefled  Lord  ihewed  this  when  he 
inftituted  the  Lord's  fupper ;  which  prefigured  thq 
death  of  himfelf  as  the  Teftator,  and  the  benefit^ 
of  the  teftannent,  flowing  to  the  innumerable  multi* 
aide  of  chofen  keii:s.  For  this  is  my  Hood  of  the 
new  teftamenti  which  is  fhed  for  mdny  for  the  rendffion 
of  fins.  Matt,  xxvi»  28. 

Mimaaz.  If  this  be  the  cafe,  pray  what  became; 
of  the  eleft .  that  went  out  of  the  world  before  the 
death  of  Chrift  ?  How  could  the  eternal  inherit- 
ance be  conveyed  to  them  ?  For  the  apoftle  fays, 
that  a  teftament  is  offeree  after  men  are  dead^  other^^ 
^fe  it  is  ofnoftrength  at  all  while  the  t eft  at  or  livetb. 
Hcb.  ix.  17. 

Cnftn.  When  the  Saviour  revealed  the  Father's 

will '  and  his  own  teftament  to  Adam,  faying,  The 

feed  of  the  woman  ft^aU  bndfe  theferpenis  head,  and  the 

Jerpent  fhall  bn^e  the  Saviour's  heel,  his  death  was 

implied'  in  the  promife>  arid  clearly  (hewn  by  the 

<&crifice:   afid  when  Abel  embraced  the   fame 
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promife  by  faith,  his  lamb  prefigure  the  LorcTs 
death :  hence  Chrift  is  faid  to  die  in  the  type ;  and 
is  therefore  called  the  Lamb  flain  from  tbefaundathfi 
ef  the  world.  Rev.  xiii.  8.  So  that  the  teftament 
Was  of  (Irength  as  foon  as  the  firft  promife  waA 
confirmed  by  a  facrifice.  And  by  thofe  legal  iacri<« 
fices  was  the  gojpel  preached  to  the  cbildreh  of  I/rad^ 
Heb.  iv.  1 ,  2, 3  5  and  thofe  that  rcjefted  it,  and 
trufted  in  the  moral  law,  died  in  unbdief,  ami  came 
Ihort  of  the  inheritance ;  but  thofe  who  nriixed  faith 
with  the  word,  received  the  benefits  of  the  t^fla* 
inent ;  tbey  eat  thejpiritual  meat,  and  drank  thejpiti' 
tual  drink ;  thef  drank  of  the  rock  thai  followed  tbem^ 
and  that  rock  was  Q>rijl.  i  Cor.  x.  ^ 

Mofes  was  very  particular  in  pointing  the  Ifraek 
ites  to  this  blefled  Teftatof  and  teftament;  for  the 
tabernacle,  which  prefigured  the  church,  the  books 
Kkewife,  and  the  people,  were  all  (prinkled,  to  fliew 
diat  the  church  mufl  be  wafhed  in  the  blood  of  the 
antitype ;  and  that  the  teftament  muft  be  con* 
firmed  by  the  blood  of  Chrift,  was  fliewn  by 
fprinkling  the  books ;  and  that  fihners  hearts  muft 
be  fprinkled  from  an  evil  confcicnce,  was  fhewn 
by  fprinkling  the  people.  For  when  Mtfes  bad 
Jpoken  every  precept  to  the  people^  according  to  the  law 
(he  then  pointed  them  to  the  blood  of  Chrift),  he 
took  the  Hood  of  cahes  and  cf  goats^  with  water  and 
Jcarlet  wool  and  byjfop,  and  fprinkled  both  the  books  and 
all  the  people,  faying.  This  is  the  Hood  rf  the  teftmnent 
which  God  bath  enjoined  unto  you.     Moreover,  he 
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J^^riMed  liktimfe  'vAth  hlo^d  hatb  the  tahemack  mdoB 
ibe  iJ^els  rf  the  fmmftry.  And  almoft  all  things  are 
by  the  law  purged  with  blood  :  and  all  this  to  \ei 
the  finner  know>  that  wttbont  JhedtUng  of  U(foJ  is  no 
remjjim.  It  was  therrf^e  neceffkry  that  the  patterns 
rf  things  in  the  heavens  Jbould  he  pur^d  v;ith  tbefe^ 
but  tbe  beaxfenfy  things  tbemfelves  ivitb  bater  facrifices 
than  theje  \  (stfid  what  facrifices  could  they  be  but 
the  body>  bloody  aod  foul  of  the  SOn  of  Ood  ?) 
Heb.  Mu  19 — aj. 

jiUmaaz.  I  am  fuHy  fatisfied  with,  the  aocctiDt} 
and  have  a  moft  comfortable  view  of  the  eterhal 
inheritance  i  andi  bkfled  be  God^  I  have  had  many 
fweet  foititafteD  of  it :  but  Sacan  and  my  own  unbe*^ 
lievbg  heart  have  often  robbed  me  of  my  peace 
and  comfoi't  I  and  indeed  dc  times  I  have  been 
Ibrely  tempted  to  belie Ve  that  I  had  neither  part 
or  lot  in  the  matter. '  I  iee  the  cefbment  is  weU 
confirmed,  and  the  inljericance  richly  fecured,  being 
witnefled  by  tb^  eternal  Three — ratified  by  th( 
ievenfold  feal  of  heaven — and  enjoined  to  us^  with 
all  its  faving  benefits,  by  the  blood  of  the  Son  of 
God.  And  I  am  fully  perfuaded,  that^  as  the  cove* 
nant  is  confirmed,  no  man  dsfOfmnlletb  or  addeth 
thereto.  Gal.  iii.  15,  But  I. have  often  doubted  of 
my  right  and  title,  and  whethir  my  evidences  aro 
real  or  not. 

Cujbi.  The  eternal,  inheritance  is  handed  down 
to  us  in  an  unconditional  promife  %  and  as  God  is 
called  a  believer's  portion,  fo  a  believer  is  called  isn 
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ir  o/GcJ}  and  as  the  portion  is  held  forth  to  as. 
in  a  promire,  fo  a  believer  is  called  an  heir  of 
promife^  to  whom  the  inheritance  is  confirmed  by 
oath.  Heb.  vi.  17.  And  the  tefiament  alfo  is  called 
the  covenant  ofpromi/e.  Eph.  ii.  i  a. 

That  which  gives  a  man  a  right  and  title  to  it^^ 
in  the  firft  place>  is  the  free  invitation  and  promiie 
of  God :  Whofoevtr  willj  let  bim  take  the  water  of 
life  freely.  Rev.  xzii.  17  ;  there  is  the  invitation: 
and  be  that  cometb  to  me  I  will  in  no  wife  caft  out, 
John  vi,  37  i  there  is  the  promife  to  the  coming 
heir. 

Secondly,  That  wJiich  makes  manifeft  our  fon^ 
fliip  and  heirship  is  the  grace  of  ftith  :  For  ye  are 
all  tbe  cbiUren  of  God  by  faitb  in  Cbrijl  Jefus.  Gal^ 
ill.  26.  The  appropriating  aft  of  £dth  is  called  a 
receiving  tbe  promifes — and  a  receiving  Cbrift  Jefus 
tbe  Lordy  Col.  ii.  6 :  both  are  the  fame :  for  if  we 
receive  the  promifes,  the  Lord  is  our  portion,  held 
forth  in  the  promife  \  and  when  it  is  called  a  re^ 
ceiving  tbe  Lordy  it  is  the  lame ;  for  all  tbe  from^es 
are  in  bim  yea  and  amen. 

Bdieving  on  the  name  of  Chrift  for  life  and 
falvation  is  called  a  receiving  (f  bim :  He  came  to 
bis  owny  but  bis  own  received  bim  not;  but  to  as 
many  as  did  receive  bim^  to  tbem  gave  be  power  [or 
privilege]  to  become  tbe  fons  of  Gody  even  to  tbem 
ibat  believe  on  bis  name.  John  i.  12.  Thus  you  fee, 
that  the  privilege  of  fonfhip  and  heirlhip  is  niade 
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Hianifeft  jto  ys  by  farth  ^  and  faith  ventures  upon 
9  divine  grant. 

Faith  is  likewife  called  a  fubftance,  and  an  evi* 
<lence:  Now  faith  is  the  Jubftance  vf  things  hoped 
Jor^  and  the  evidence  of  things  not  feen.  Heb.xi.  u 
The  things  which  a  believer  hopes  for  is  the  ever* 
lafting  enjoyment  of  his  God  in  heaven  $  and  ag 
faith  leads  the  mind  tp  Chrift,  difcovers  Chrift,  laya 
hold  of  Chrift,  applies  Chrift,  and  gives  Chrift  a 
/dwjclling  in  the  heart  by  faith,  £ph.  iii.  17  ;  i(  is 
palled  thefubfiance  of  things  hoped  for^^  and  as  the 
yviltnels  of  God's  Spirit  always  attends  it,  and  as  it 
^Qtpne^es  the.  mind  with  the  ftrongeft  perfuafion^ 
and  confirms  and  ratifies  the  truth  of  God  to  the 
bdieving  foul,  it  is  called  the  evidence  of  things 
notfepi, 

To  be  (horti  faith  is  a  divine  perfuafion,  a 
Jiumble  confidence,  a  living  fruit,  an  adkive  grace^ 
fi  difcerning  eye,  an  appropriating  hand,  and  a 
moving  foot«  It  is  born  of  God  1  it.  is  a  divine 
fubftance,  not  a  fliadow ;  a  living  fruit  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  not  a  barren  afTent ;  a  comfortable  aflurance 
of  all  promifed  good,  and  not  a  deceiving  fancy : 
— ^Xhe  juft  live  by  it  j  they  overcome  the  world  by 
\% :  the  fainp*  conflifb  are  palled  faitl^'s  %ht,-  s^nd 
their  conqucfts  are  called  faith's  vidory. 

Faith  is  fuch  a  powerful  demonftrapon  to  the 
believer's  confcience,  that  if  he  were  under  a  ftronc 
temptation,  and  violently  befet  with  unbelief,  he 
dare  not  delil^rately  |ay  his  h^nd  on  his  heart, 

look 
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look  hU  Maker  in  the  face,  and  &y  he  has  neirbei^ 
part  nor  lot  in  his  great  falvation.  Faith,  as  an 
evidence  of  things  not  Jeetty  would  gainfay  every 
word  of  fuch  a  rafh  declaration,  bring  him  in 
culpable  of  felfchood,  and  make  him  rctraft  every 
Word  even  in  the  court  of  confcience ;  and  "  who 
•*  againft  faith  and  confcience  can  be  heard  infal- 
•*  liblc  (fays  Milton) ;  yet  many  will  prcfume.** 
The  Pialmift  /aid  in  hh  hearty  All  men  are  liars  i 
but  he  that  believes  is  not  to  make  hafie^  nor  fuch 
hafty  conclufions,  Ifa.  xxviii.  i6;  for  faith  comes 
in  as  a  deliberate  evidence  of  the  truth,  and  gain/ays 
the  whole  of  it,  as  may  be  feeo  in  the  Pfalmift) 
This  is  my  infirmity. 

Ahimaaz.  But  if  God's  grant  give  me  a  righr, 
and  if  faith  fecures  the  inheritance  to  me,  as  die 
icriptures  that  you  have  quoted  plainly  prove,  for 
they  fay,  that  God  gave  it  to  Abraham  hy  promi/ei 
and  if  they  that  are  of  the  law  be  heirs ^  faith  is  made 
veidy  and  the  fromife  of  none  effeffi  and  again,  for 
as  many  as  are  of  faith  are  bfejfed  with  faithful 
Abraham^  this  is  plainly  proved. — But  then,  why 
is  a  man  faid  to  obtain  a  right  by  doing  ?  Blejfed 
are  they  that  do  his  commandments^  that  they  may 
have  tight  to  the  tree  of  life^  and  may  enter  in 
through  the  gates  into  the  city.   Rev.  xxii.  14. 

Ckjbi.  Take  heed  that  you  never  expound  one 
fcriprure  to  contradi^l:  another;  if  yow  do,  you  witt 
make  a  jargon  of  th^  fweeteft  harmony,  charge 
divihe  rectitude  with  inconfiftency,  and  the  God  of 
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order  wiA  cbnfufion.   Wifdomfuys^  My  mou(bJbail 

Jpeak  truth f  and  wickednefs  is  nn  abominatm  to  mj 

tips.   All  the  words  of  my  mouth  are  in  right emjnefs  > 

there  is  nothing  froward  or  ferverje  in  them.     Tb^y 

are  aU  plain  to  him  that  underfiandeth^  and  right  to 

them  that  find  hiawledge.  Prav.  viii.  7.  8,  9.    Now, 

to  fliew  you  the  meaning  of  thjc  above  text,  firft  1 

will  ^ant  it  you  in  your  own  fcnfc,  and  fee  how 

the  current  pf  fcnpturc  will  harmonize  with  your 

opimom   We  will  fuppofe  that  a  man,  in  a  ftace  of 

aatui^t  nevc^  had  committed  an  a(5tual  traafgref- 

fion  I  ttK>Pgh  God  dieclares  that  all  hawftmed ;  yet, 

(or  argument's  &lu,  we  will  add  to  that  ntan  abfti-* 

neoce  from  fin— tha^hc  has  obfcrved  every  iprqcept 

of  ^  law  i^terp^»  and  lived  cxa6):ly  to  that  ruk.i 

yet  God  has  concluded  all  men  in  unbelief*  Rom. 

XL  32.    And  what  fays  God  of  his  works-— ^iui/- 

Joewr  is  not  of  faith  isfin,  Rom,  xiv.  23 ;  and  again^ 

noilhout  faith  it  is  impojjible  to  pleafe  God*  Hebi 

xi.  6.    And  what  fays  the  Jydge  himfelf  of  fuch  a 

muk^be  that  Mieveth  not  Jball  be  damned.  Mark 

xvi.  16.    What  feys  God  of  his  human  rightc- 

ouibeis — fvo  to  them  that  cover  with  a  coverings 

but  not  of  ny  fpirity  that  they  may  add  Jin  to  fin. 

Ifa.  iExx,  I. 

The  grand  points  of  the  law  are  twq,  that  a 
man  love  God  with  all  his  heart,  and  his  neighbour 
as  himfelf  s*^^^  tbefe  two  commandments  hang  aH 
the  law  and  the  propj^ts.  Thus  you  fee  all  she  law 
hmgs  fMi  the  hinge  of  love  i  but  what  fays  God  of 

the 


flic  natural  man  ?  why,  that  the  canal  mtnd  ti  enmity 
againfi  God%  that  it  is  notfubjeS  to  the  law  ofGod^ 
nor  indeed  can  he.  Therefore  the  Holy  Ghoft  con-* 
dudes,  that  if  a  man  have  all  knowledge^  and  un-* 
derftand  all  myfteries^  and  /peak  with  the  tongue 
ef  men  and  angels  i  and  if  be  give  all  bis  goods  i0 
feed  tbe  poor^  and  bis  body  to  be  burned^  and  bath  not 
charity i  or  love^  it  profiteth  him  nothing,  i  Con 
chap.  xiii.  He  is  ftill  of  the  works  of  the  law,  and 
as  many  as  are  of  tbe  works  of  tbe  law  are  under  the 
eurfe  v^for  by  the  deeds  of  the  law  fhall  no  flefb  living 
bejufiified.  Thus  you  fee  that  your  legal  conftruc- 
tion  upon  that  text  runs  foul  of  half  the  word  of 
God^  Is  not  this  darkening  coutlfel  by  words  without 
knowledge?  Jobxxxviii.  2.  Wfll  not  God  fay  of 
you,  that  j^^  have  notfpoken  the  thing  that  is  right  of 
me  ?  Job  xlii,  8. 

Now  let  me  fticw  you  my  opinion  of  that  text. 
What  is  God's  command  concerning  Chrift  and 
his  gofpel  ?  The  text,  you  know,  mentions  doing 
his  commandments.  Why  he  fays,  /  will  raife  them 
up  a  prophet  from  among  their  brethren^  like  unto 
thee  [Mofes],  and  will  put  my  words  in  his  mouthy 
and  he  fhall  fpeak  unto  them  all  that  IfhaU  command 
him.  And  it  fhall  come  to  pafs^  that  whofoever  will 
not  hearken  unto  my  words  which  he  pall  fpeak  in 
my  name  J  I  will  requite  it  of  him.  Dcut.  xviii.  18, 19. 
John  brings  this  in,  And  this  is  his  commandment^ 
That  we  Jbould  believe  on  the  name  of  his  Jon  Jefus 
Chrift^  and  love  one  another^  as  he  gave  us  com^ 

mandment. 


(  m  ) 

.  I  John  iii.  aj.  Now,  fuppofe  God  (hould 
cpen  the  door  of  faith  to  a  man^  A&s  xiv.  27 ;  and 
/iilfl  all  the  good  p leaf ure  of  bis  goodnifs  in  bimy  and 
fbe  work  offaitb  foitb  power^  2  Thcf.  i.  11  ;  info-* 
much  that  God  fliould  purify  bis  heart  by  faitb^ 
A6ts  XV.  9 ;  would  not  the  above  commands  bd 
obeyed  by  fuch  a  man  ?  be  bath  received  grace  (by 
Chrift)  for  obedience  to  the  faith y  Rom.  i.  5  ;  or, 
in  other  words^  he  hath  been  enabled  to  believe 
through  grace ;  or,  by  God's  gracious  gift  of  faith, 
he  IS  enabled  to  believe  and  obey  the  gofpeU 

Abimaaz.  Certainly  the  above  commands  arc 
done,  or  obeyed,  by  fuch  a  man ;  becaufe,  as  you 
lay,  he  has  received  grace  for  obedience  to  the  faith ; 
and  if  the  grace  of  God  doth  not  produce  obe* 
dience  to  the  doftrines  of  faith,  what  does  ?  Johil 
fays,  This  is  the  viSory  that  overcotnetb  the  worlds 
even  our  faith  \  but  the  world  always  overcomes  art 
unbeliever,  and  ever  will.  It  is  faith  that  purifies 
the  heart;  and  he  that  is  deftitute  of  this  grace  is 
filled  with  guilt,  enmity,  and  errors,  and  therefore 
as  far  from  doing  the  commandments  as  Satan 
himfclf. 

Cufhi.  Very  true.  Well,  you  find  that  all  the 
law  and  the  prophets  hang  on  the  hinge  of  love  ; 
but  no  man  by  his  natural  power  can  reach  this  ' 
hinge,  becaufe  the  carnal  mind  is  enmity.  Now, 
fuppofe  God  fliould  fulfil  this  promife  to  a  man, 
namely,  circumcife  his  heart  to  love  the  Lord  God 
with  all  his  hearty  and  with  all  his  Jouly  that  be 

6  might 


might  Ihe,  Deut.  xxx.  6«  and  ena^Ue  a  fn$n  to  fa/t 
as  John  did^  we  love  bim  becanje  be  firfi  leved  ujf 
— and  fuch  a  man  dodi  in  bis  heart  love  i)odi 
God  and  bis  neighbour — ^would  not  focb  an  one 
do  the  conunandmentSy  feeing  the  fcriptures  At-- 
clarei  that  love  worketb  no  ill  to  his  neighbrnry  tbere^ 
fwre  love  is  the  fulfilling  cftbe  law  ?  And  what  fays 
God  of  the  faith  of  that  man  ?  why,  he  that  helievee 
Jhall  bejaved.  And  what  f<^  the  Holy  Gboft  of  the 
love  of  him  ?  why  he  iays,  be  that  lovetb  dwelletb  in 
Godt  and  God  dwelletb  in  him. 

If  this  be  the  truth  of  the  matter^  does  not  fuch 
a  man  do  the  commandments  ?  when  God  himielf 
works  in  him  both  inclination  and  motion  i  or,  to 
fpeak  in  the  dialeft  of  fcripture,  it  is  God  that 
works  in  bim  both  to  will  and  to  do  cf  bis  gaqdplea^ 
Jure.  Phil.  ii.  1 3.  And  if  it  be  God's  work  in  bim, 
what  has  fuch  a  man  to  glory  in  but  the  grace  of 
God  f  Faith  is  the  gift  of  Gody  and  the  work  of 
God  I  this  is  the  work  of  God^  that  ye  believe  en  bim 
whom  he  batbfent.  John  vi.  29.  It  is  real  faith  in 
Jefus  Chrift,  and  pure  love  to  God,  that  produces 
evangelical  obedience :  as  it  is  written,  the  grace 
of  God  teachetb  men  to  deny  ungodlinefs  and  worldly- 
lufl^  and  to  live  foberly^  rigbteouffy^  and  godly y  in  the 
world.  Tit,  ii,  la.  Therefore  we  may  conclude, 
that  whofoever  does  not  attribute  his  obedience  to 
the  grace  of  God,  robs  God  of  the  glory  of  his  own 
work  I  and  he  that  afcribes  it  to  free-will  and  human 
power,  deifies  himfelf. 

Ahimaaz* 


(    ^93    ) 

Aimadz,  1  am  fweedy  inftruAed,  and  abun- 
dantly fatisfied,  with  your  opinion  of  the  text,  it 
talKrs  fo  exactly  with  my  own  experience  i  nor  do 
I  believe  that  all  the  advocates  for  free-will  and  ielf- 
righttoufncfs  upon  earth  could  erafe  your  evarlge^ 
lical  fentiments  from  my  judgment.  I  cvidendy 
fee  that  it  is  the  &ithful  man  to  whom  tlie  great: 
reward  is  promifed ;  and  it  is  audacious  pride  in 
men  to  attribute  that  glory  to  Seihly  works  which 
is  due  only  to  the  God  of  grace :  the  humble  be-  * 
licvcr  is  preferved,  wliile  the  lofty  work  monger 
meets  with  his  juft  deferts.  Well  might  the  Pfalmift 
lay,  O  lovejbe  Lord  all  ye  his  Jaint^^  for  the  Lsrd 
prefervetb  thefaUbful,  and  plentifully  rewardetb  the 
proud  doer.  PfaJm  xxxi.  23,  It  is  clear  to  me  that 
your  dodrine  wifely  fecures  the  glory  of  our  falva-. 
tion  to  God,  and  affords  comfort  and  eftab]iflirnent 
to  his  adopted  c^ldren ;  and,  if  I  am  not  much 
miilakfii,  ^he  glory,  of  God,  and  the  falvation  of 
his  f  lq£t  by  Jefus  Chrift,  was  the  ultimate  end  that 
God  had  in  view  when  he  created  the  world  i  and 
that  end  he  ftUl  aims  at  in  his  redeeming  and  re- 
conciling finners  to  himfclf ;  yea,  his  govcrnnpent 
of  the  world,  as  well  as  his  works  of  creation  and 
redemption,  of  providence  ftnd  grace,  was  from  the 
firft  the  great, and  grand  dcfign  of  the  Almighty; 
which  Will  be  accomplifhed  when  God  dilplays  the 
riches  of  his  grace  in,  glory  by  Jefus  Chrift.  Then 
flxaU  be  known  by  the  churchy  to  the  principalities 

O  and 
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amlfdwirs,  in  heavenly  ^tes^  the  minifold  wifkm 
of  Ged.  Eph.  iii.  30. 

CuJbL  Now  you  fpeak  like  one  of  the  true  cir- 
cumcifion^  which  worfhip  God  in  th6  Spirit,  rqoioe 
in  Chrift  Jefus^  and  place  no  confidence  in  the 
flefli.  But  in  feme  things  I  think  you  favour  fo 
much  of  the  old  calk,  that  you  are,  like  Moab, 
Jmled  onyour  lees.  ]tr.xW\\\.  ii. 

Abimaaz.  Though  you  are  not  a  profeilbr  of 
Greek  or  Hebrew,  yet  I  find  you  are  a  ytry  nice 
critic  in  the  fanguage  of  Canaan,  {(a^xix.  18. 

Cufifi.  I  have  often  heard  of  gentlemen  who 
have  endeavoured  to  tear  me  to  pieces  for  a  breach 
of  grammar,  which  is  but  a  breach  of  fenfe  and 
founds  at  moft,  and  can  only  communicate  a  jargon 
to  the  ear  $  while  fuch  have  made  fifty  breaches  in 
divinity  in  one  difcourfc,  which  minifters  deftruc- 
tion  to  the  foul.  Therefore  an  ungrammatical 
divihe  is  ten  thoufand  times  better  thaa  a  learned 
and  eloquent  deift,  though  he  be  dignified  with 
the  tide  of  learned.  The  blefled  Saviour  never 
made  one  breach  in  divinity,  though^  according  to 
our  rules,  he  made  one  in  grammar^  when  he  iaid^ 
Bifore  Abraham  was  1  am. 

fiat  to  return  to  our  fubjed ;  the  glory  of  all 
good  works  wrought  in  men  ought  to  be  attrU 
buted  to  God>  from  whom  every  good  and  every 
ferfeS  gift  cometh.  Hence  the  real  church  of  God 
owns,  to  the  honour  of  her  head,  that  the  Lord  had 

wrought 
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Wiugbt  all  her  w^rks  in  her.  Ifa.  xxvi.  ti.  For 
my  part  I  have  narrowly  obferved  the  lives  of 
God*s  eled  who  appear  to  be  found  in  the  truth, 
and  called  by  grace ;  and  by  what  I  can  gather, 
they  are  the  only  workers  unto  the  kingdom  ofGod^ 
I  generally  find  them  employed  like  their  blcffed 
Lord  ;  fometimes  weeping  and  carrying  the  crofs  i 
at  other  times  employed  in  afts  6f  charity  to  the 
ucmoft  of  their  ability ;  at  other  times  at  war  with 
foftie  fore  temptation^  befettfng  fin>  or  fpreading 
error  i  at  other  times  oppofing  the  wife  difpureirs  of 
this  world,  who  oppofe  the  fovercignty  of  their 
Maker,  and  juftify  themfelves^  fometimes  I  find 
them  at  the  work  of  ielf-examination ;  at  other 
times  citing  themfelvcs  before  the  tribunal  of  God 
for  (bme  miidemeanor,  fighting  againft  the  flelh, 
confefling  their  faults,  jultifying  their  God,  im^  * 
ploring  forgivenefs,  and  feeking  reconciliation  with 
him,  as  the  fummit  of  all  their  happinefs ;  fome-^ 
times  I  find  them  bemoaning  the  lofs  of  their 
Lord,  and  earneftly  feeking  his  face  -,  4t  other  times, 
with  the  ftate  of  fonne  poor  finner  on  their  minds, 
travailing  in  birth  till  Chrift  be  formed  in  him  $.  at 
other  dmes  with  the  high  priU/es  of-  God  in  their 
mouthy  and  a  ttoth^ged  fvoord  in  their  bandy  Pfalm 
cxHx.  6 ;  at  other  times  I  find  them  condoling  the 
miferable,  or  weeping  with  them  that  weepi  and 
fomedmes  holding  forth  the  word  of  life^  as  gooa 
ftewards  of  the  manifold  grace  ofGcd.  t  Per,  iv.  lo. 
In  ihort,  I  never  could  apply  the  Lord's  divine 
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falUtation  ci  All  bail^  Matt,  xxviii.^9,  tp.  uy  but 
to  thefe ;  for  thefe,  tn  the  ftrifteft  fenlb  of  the  word, 
may  be  called  holy  workfolks. 

I  have  narrowly  watched  the  various  tribes  of 
legal  workers^  and,  indeed  diey  fomedmes  leem  to 
putrun  the  real  faiot  in  outward  appearance ;  but, 
as  the  Lord  fays^  there  are  lafl:  that  (hall  be  firitj 
and  firft  laft  \  for  many  are  called,  but  few  cboien«. 
While  the  fclf- righteous  remain  deftitute  of  grace, 
whatever  outward  (hew  they  may  make^  God  is  not 
glorified  in  them  j  their  principles  are  corrupt,  their 
j.udgments  filled  with  confufion  i  their  motives  are 
b^fc  (while  dcftitute  of  the  faith  of  God*s  elc6t,  and 
fclf  is  the  end  aimed  at  in  all  their  (hew  of  devo- 
tion) ;  they  exped  to  bring  in  God  a  debtor  ,to 
them,  while,  as  the  Ix)rd  fays,  all  their  works  are 
to  be  feen  of  men.  I  have  often  heard  them  abufe 
the  fovereignty  of  God,  and  attribute  tyranny  to 
their  Maker,  wbcfe  judgment  tnuji  be  according  to 
truth  I  at  other  times  calling  his  decrees  bla(phe- 
mous,  though  they  bring  forth  a  Javing  knowledge 
qf  God's  mind  and  willy  and  make  the  barren  heart 
of  a /inner  like  a  fruitful  field  \  at  other  times,  I 
nnd  them  abufing  the  teftimony  of  God's  (ervants, 
conftruing  their  words  to  a  fcnfc  they  never  in- 
tended, and  drawing  conclufions  that  never  entered 
ti)etr  thoughts,  in  order  to  bring  the  grace  of  God 
into  contempt ;  at  other  times,  I  find  them  (b  pro- 
fufe  with  the  mercy  of  God,  as  to  entail  it  on  all 
.tlie  human  race ;  ^and  at  other  time9  fo  fparing,  a$ 
-    .  .  3  to 


to  declare  that  fome  of  the  Lord's  redeemed  are  m 
hell.  In  fhorty  pride,  arrogance,  fdfrfeeking,  and 
felf-deifying,  is  all  that  ever  I  could  fee  in  the  fclf- 
righteous  free-willer  j— confounding  the  fenfe  of 
God's  word,  and  rebellion  againft  his  fovercign. 
will,  has  ever  difcovered  itfclf  in  aU  that  I  have  had 
a  knowledge  of;  and  fuch  proceedings  appear  to 
me  to  be  no  better  than  an  introdu£tion  to  the. 
performances  exhibited  in  hell. 

O  finner,  lay  by  pleading  diy  own  merit,  for 
God  will  furely  nje^  tiy  confidences  to  the  end  of 
the  chapter:  Many  will  fay  unto  me  in  that  day^ 
Lord  J  Lord,  have  we  not  propbefied  in  thy  name?" 
ondiH  thy  name  have  caji  out  devils  ?  and  in  thy  name 
done  many  wonderful  works  ?  And  then  will  Iprofefs 
mto  themf  I  never  knew  you ;  depart  from  me,  ye  that 
work  iniquity.  Matt.  vii.  22,  23.    Thus  you  fee  that' 
hell  itfdf  will  not  cure  the  legalift  of  boafting ;  nor  • 
will  the  encomiums  of  the  Judge  himfelfever  fct  the 
deft  at  it ; ,  they  will  ftick  to  their  being  unprofi- 
table fervants  to  the  laft,  as  has  been  already  ob- 
ferved ;  and  it  muft  be  fo,  for  the  Lord  declares 
that  be  that  bumbleth  bimfelfjhall  be  exalted,  and  be 
that  exalteth  bimfelfjhall  be  abafed. 

jibimaaz.  I  fee  clearly  that  faith  is  a  foul-hum- 
bling, felf  emptying,  and  felf-abafmg  grace,  as  well 
as  an  evidence  of  things  not  feen  j  but  I  arh  at 
times  led  to  doubt  whether  I  have'ahy  faith  at  alL 

Cujhi.  Didft  thou  never  dHcover'  \\x  the  word  of 
God,  as  well  as  in  the  finl  open  vifion  that  thou 

O  3  hadft. 
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hadft,  an  amableheis  and  a  fuitablcnefi  in  the  S^ 
viour,  as  he  is  frt  forth  in  the  word,  infomuch  that 
thy  very  foul  went  out  after  him  ? — ^that  was  &ith'a 
eye  that  difcovercd  the  obje£fc  of  life.  He  that  foU 
hvseth  me  Jhall  not  walk  in  darknejst  bui  be  JbaU 
have  the  light  of  life.  John  viii.  i2*  And  hall  thou 
not  found  thy  heart  fo  bent  for  a  part  and  lot  in 
him/  that  all  the  world  bath  appeared  as  nothing 
when  compared  to  him  ? — that  is  faith's  power,  in- 
clining the  will  to  chufe  and  embrace  him  above 
all  other  obje^s.  He  thai  comes  to  God  mujt  believe 
that  he  is  a  rewarder ;  and  again.  Faith  lays  bold  on 
eternal  life.  Thus  faith  Ibines  on  the  undetftand- 
ing,  and  difcovers  the  Saviour  as  the  objeft  moft 
defirable,  and  then  inclines  the  will  to  chule  him ; 
and  then,  laftly,  (he  calk  in  love  to  admire  her 
choice  $  thi&  is  the  grace  that  avaikth — neither  cir^ 
cnmeifion  availeth  any  thing  nor  uncircMmeifi^t  btit 
faith  that  worketb  by  love^  Gal.  v.  6.  And  as  foon 
as  love  comes  into  the  foul,  (he  cafts  out  flavifli 
fear>  and  brings  in  her  own  attendants,  which  aie 
joy  and  peace-— Goi  fll  you  with  joy  and  peace  in 
believing.  Rom.  xv,  13.  The  believer  now  cannot 
exprefs  his  fenfattons — whom  having  not  feen  he 
loves ;  and  though  now  be  fees  him  not^  yet^  betieving, 
be  rejoices  with  joy  unffeakable  and  full  of  glory. 
I  Pet.  i.  8. 

Ahimaaz.  What  you  have  faid  of  faith  my  foul 
has  often  experienced  and  Tweedy  enjoyed ;  there- 
fore I  hope  I  am  really  bleiTed  with  that  ipiritual 

graces 
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grace ;  and  I  do  find  that  it  purifies  my  heart-^^^or 
anfwers  of  pardon  and  peace  are  often  brought  CO 
me  from  the  Saviour  by  faith's  prayer.  ; 
.  Ci^kL  *  Then  thpu  art  upon  the  foundation,  and 
may  lay  with  the  apoftle,  this  is  ibe  confidence  that 
we  have  in  him^  that  if  we  njk  be  bear e lb  us,  and  we 
have  the  thing  defired.  i  John  v.  14.  Thy  faith  is  ge* 
nuine — a  real  evidence  of  things  not  feen.  Poverty 
of  fpirit  is  a  fure  mark  of  thofe  that  (hall  obtain  tbe 
prize  of  tbe  bigb  calling  of  God  in  Cbrift  Jefus.  Phil. 
iii.  1 4.  W  hen  a  man  fees  the  infofficiency  of  his 
own  righceoufneis>  he  accepts  an  imputed  one^ 
when  he  feels  his  loft  eftate,  he  is  thankful  for  a 
Saviour  1  when  he  is  confcious  of  the  infinite  debt 
that  he  has  contraAed,  he  flees  to  the  furety ;  and 
when  (enfiUe  of  the  deceitfulnefs  of  his  own  hearty 
that  lie  dares  place  no  confidence  in  the  flelh>  be 
cmbraiys  ijir  rpck  for  want  of  a  (belter ;  and  when 
his  refuges  of  lies  are  all  fwept  away,  and  his  falfe 
hojpes  roofcd  up,  then  he  digs  deep,  and  founds 
an  on  the  Rock  of  Ages*  This  is  the  ma^  that  is 
poor  in  fpirit : — Stripped  of  pride,  and  humble  in 
heart,  like  the  poor  Prodigal^  he  comes  to  God, 
with  humble  confeffion,  knocks  at  mercy's  door, 
and  begs  the  bread  of  heaven  \  fuch  an  one  is  fur§ 
of  the  prize— -B/j^i  are  tbe  poor  in  fpirit^  for  tkeirs 
if  tbe  kingdom  of  heaven.  MatL  v.  3. 

Thirdly,  the  Holy  Ghoft  is  fcnt  into  the  be- 
liever's heart,  to  influence,  enlighten,  and  inftruft 
his  underftanding  and  confcience,  apd  to  bear  a 
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joint  M^itnefs  with  confcicncc  that  the  believer  is^ 
juftificd  by  his  faith; — ^wherc  there  ufcd  to  be 
nothing  but  the  fentence  of  felf-condemnatioD)  and 
Ihe  tormenting  accufation  of  an  evil  confcience. 
Things  are  fo  changed,  that  the  believer  finds  the 
accufation  is  lilenced,  and  a  joint  teftimony  for 
God  is  evidently  fclt  and  enjoyed ; — be  that  believetb 
hatb  tbe  uiinefs  in  ^himjelf^  for  tbe  Jfirii  bearetb 
witnejs.  i  John  v.  6.  lo.  Thefe  things  enable  fouls 
to  fay.  Our  rejoicing  is  tbis^  tbe  fefiimony  of  our  con-- 
Jcience ;  as  I  faid  before,  the  believer  hath  a  joint 
witnefsj  for  the  Spirit  bearetb  witnefs  noitb  cur 
Jpirits  tbat  we  are  tbe  cbildren  of  God.  Rom. 
viii.  1 6.  Thus  you  fee  that  love,  joy,  peace,  and 
faith,  are  xhc  firft-fruifs  of  tbe  Spirit.  Rom.  viii.  1231 
and  the  ipirit  of  thcfe  fruits  is  the  foretafte  and 
the  earneji  of  cur  [future]  inberitancey  until' tbe  re^ 
demption  of  the  pur  chafed  poffefjion^  untif'tbe'prai/e  of 
bis  glory.  Epli.  i.  14. 

Jhiniaaz.  I  clearly  fee  that  my  foul  is  interefted 
in  the  covenant  of  grace;  nor  am  I  without  the 
evidence,  the  firft-friiiis,  and  the  earneft  that  you 
have  mentioned  j  and  I  believe,  according  to  my 
prcfent  frame  and  views,  that  I  (hall  never  doubt 
again ;  thcu.  Lord,  of  thy  gcodne/s,  baft  made  my 
hill  Jo  ftrcvig.  I  fuppofc  that  Prodigalis  enjoyed 
thpfe  heavenly  bhjfngs  in  Chrift  JeJuSy  thefe  fwect 
fbretaftcs  of  heaven,  in  a  wonderful  degree  ;  for  it 
is  often  feen,  that  a  mifcrable  Prodigal  meets  with 
a  confpicyous  deliverance,  and  a  foul-humbling 

reception^ 


reception,  when  God  gives  bipt'  repmiance  unto  life. 
And  indeed  if  fi^h  poor  fouls  had  not,  -it  would  be 
impoflible  for  them  to  believe  to  their, eternal  ial- 
vation ;  they  having  fuch  a  dreadful  fight  of  an 
angry  God>  and  then*  finful  ielves,  it  requires  a 
work  of  faith  with  power^  to  put  their  unbelief  to 
the  blufli,  and  the  devil  and  confcience  to  filence  \ 
nothing  will  confound  thefe  but  a  wonderful  ray^ 
an  almighty  deliverance^  and  a  divine  and  all-pre- 
vailing evidence. 

Cujbi.  That  is  another  excellent  fpeechj  you 
begin  to  mend  upon  it,  I  think.  But  to  your  in- 
quiry. Prodigalis  didj  I  believe,  enjoy  as  much  of 
the  foretaftes  of  heaven  as  mofl  do,  until  the  Spirit 
of  grace  had  armed  him  with  the  whole  armour  of 
God^  and  then  he  led  him  forth  as  an  zxttiedJoUier 
iff  Jejus  Cbrift,  to  he  tempted  of  the  deviL 

Abimaaz.  Ic  is  amazing  to  me  that  the  devil 
fhould  be  io  unwearied  in  tempting  the  children 
of  God,  feeing  he  has  met  with  nothing  but  re- 
peated difappointments ;  befides,  the  Saviour  has 
promifed  power  to  his  children,  fufficient  to  van- 
quifh  all  tbe power  of  the  devil  \  itifomucb  that  nothing 
fball  by  any  means  hurt  them.  Luke  x.  19,  The 
devil  muft  know  this,  bccaufe  he  never  could 
deftroy  one  of  God's  eledt ;  and,  as  the  gates  of 
bell  fball  not  prevail^  Matt.xvi.  18,  I  am  furprifed 
that  Satan  does  not  raifc  the  ficge  as  an  afTailant^ 
^nd  get  weary  of  the  fuit  as  a  plaintiffl 

Cujhi.  There  is  no  likelihood  of  that  5  Satan  ftill 
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ploughs-  in  hope ;  and  though  he  ainnot  deftroy 
the  cleft,  yet  if  he  can  deftroy  their  peace,  or  get 
them  to  rebel  againft  God,  it  is  pleafing  to  him  : 
the  devil  has  a  feaft  when  we  have  a  feft.  And,  on 
the  other  hand,  when  we  are  on  the  mount  the 
devil  has  a  double  hell :  befidcs,  his  enmity  againft 
Chrift  and  his  cleft  is  fo  deeply  rooted,  that  he 
cannot  endure  the  fovereignty  of  the  Saviour,  nor 
the  objefts  of  his  choice. 

Ahimaaz.  But  why  is  the  devil  {o  incenfed 
againft  the  Saviour,  any  more  than  againft  God 
the  Father. 

Cufhi.  Several  reafons  may  be  affigned  for  its 
Firft,  The  Lord  Chrift  left  die  rebel-angels  in 
their  rebellion,  when  he  cimrgtd  them  with  filfy. 
Jobiv.  18.  Secondly,  He  curfed  and  condemned 
their  prime  leader  in  Eden.  Gen.  iii.  14.  Thirdly, 
He  referoed  them  in  everlafting  chains  [debarred  of 
light]  under  darknefs  to  the  Jbudjudgmeniy  Jude  6; 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  he  confirmed  the  eleft 
angels  by  an  irrevocable  decree,  took  them  from 
the  bafis  of  free-will,  and  fixed  them  in  immutable 
love  and  almighty  power ;  fo  as  to  render  it  impof- 
fible  for  them  ever  to  fall,  as  the  other  had  done. 
They  are  not  left  now  to  the  freedom  of  their  own 
will,  but  confirmed  in  their  glorious  Head,  Chrift; 
who  is  therefore  called,  the  Head  of  alt  principality 
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and  power.  Col.  ii.  10.  And  as  the  angels  are 
confirmed  by  the  Saviour  in  eternal  friendihip, 
their  willingnefs  to  renounce  their  former  ftanding 
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in  the  freedom  of  their  own  will;  their  ready 
acquiefcence  in,  and  thankful  acceptance  of  con- 
formation  in  Chrift  the  cleft  Head,  in  whom  God 
bad  prcdeftinated  their  cverlafting  (landing ;  for 
this  reafon  they  are  called  eledl  angels ;  and  their 
acquiefcence  is  called  a  reconciliation,  though  they 
were  never  at  enmity.  And  having  made  peace 
through  the  blood  of  his  crofs,  by  him  to  reconcile  all 
things  to  him/elf;  by  him,  I  Jay^  whether  th^  be  things 
in  earth  or  things  in  heaven.   Col.  i.  ao. 

This  is  one  caufe  of  the  devil's  enmity  againft 
eledlion;  and  he  has  got  thoufands  in  the  world 
who  make  a  profcffion  of  religion  that  are  influ- 
enced by  him,  and  boldly  efpoufe  and  defend  his 
caufe  againft  the  fovereign  will  of  the  Almighty. 
The  great  and  terrible  day  of  the  Lord  will  difcover 
many  wonderful  and  awful  fcenes  of  this  fort,  to 
the  cverlafting  confufion  of  many  who  now  triumph 

in  it. 

iSecondly,  It  is  a  moft  galling  and  degrading 
confideration  to  a  proud  and  lofty  fpirit,  as  the 
devil  Is,  that  fallen  men,  after  they  were  fcduced 
by  Satan,  were  found  under  the  condemnation  and 
curfe  of  God,  as  well  as  thcmfelvcs  j  and  when 
both  natures  appeared  before  God  equally  con- 
demned and  on  a  level ;  that  the  Saviour  Ihould 
rcjeft  the  angelic  nature,  and  affume  the  human — 
finr  verily  he  took  not  on  him  the  nature  of  angels^  but 
he  Jook  on  him  the  feed  of  Abraham.  Heb.  ii.  i6. 
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This  fovereign  aft,  this  difcriminating  grace  •  of 
the  Saviour^f  the  devil  hates.. 

Thirdly,  By  the  Saviour's  death  on  the  crofs  the 
devil  fuSered  lofs  in  his  kingdom  i  his  dark  domi- 
nions were  wonderfully  difcpveredi  the  destroying 
power  of  fip  (the  nnain  pillar  of  his  empire)  was. 
taken  away,  inlbmuoh  that  it  (hall  never  deftroy 
one  of  God's  eleft.     The  devil  was  caft  down  as. 

an  accufer,  and  cannot  in  one  fenfc  be  called  the 
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god  of  this  world^  for  the  heir  of  all  things  over- 
came him. 

Death,  another  inferior  fovereign  in  Satan's 
dominions,  was  plagued,  and  fhall  furely  be  dc- 
(troyed.  Hofea  xiii.  14.  Satan,  fin,  and  death 
were  triumphed  over,  and  expofed  openly  on  the 
crofs.  Col.  ii.  15,  the  devil  led  captive  by  the 
Saviour,  Eph.  iv.  8,  and  a  kingdom  of  grace  fet 
vp  in  the  world,  that  {hall  furely  demoliih.  his. 
Dan.  vii.  14. 

Another  reafon  that  may  be  afligned  of  the 
devil's  malice  is,  that  the  Saviour,  whom  he  fo 
hates,  will  bring  him  and  all  his  legions  forth  to 
j;udgmenti  Satan  is  referved  under  darkneis  to 
judgment;  and,  when  the  Lord  will  expofe  or 
r€veal  the  whole  myfiery  of  iniquity^  2  Theff.  ii.  7, 8, 
then  fliall  the  faints  appear  in  the  truth  which 
the  devil  left,  as  Either  did,  in  Valhti's  palace, 
Efthcr  ii.  17  }  for  they  Jball,  be  as  the  angels  of  G^  in 
heavcKy  Matt.  xxii.  30 ;  while  failed  angels  fhall  be 
left  on  a  level  with  fallen  men  i  not  at  all  fuperior, 
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vnkld  it  be  in  mifcry :  bcncc  you  read  of  finncr» 
going  in  company  with  the  devil  and  bis  angels^ 
Matt.  XXV*  41.  But  the  moft.  tormenting  rfiought 
to  infernal  pride .  isj  thaft  elected,  .redeemed,  and 
reftored  fnen  ibaU  judge  thefe  infernal  kings,  princes, 
and  potentates :  Knov^  je  "not  that  we  /haU  judge- 
mgels?  1  Cor.  vi.  3.  In  that;  day  it  wjll  appear,., 
that  thofe  that  died  in  free-will  and  felf  righteouf- 
ncfs  will  be  found  among  the  black  brigade,  as  fiirc 
as  there  is  a  God  tliat  judgeth  light. 

Thefe  are  fome  of  the  reafons  that  may  be  af- 
figned  for  the  devil's  unlimited  malice  againft  the 
Saviour  and  his  eledl ;  therefore  it  is  vain  for  the 
eleft  to  expeft  reconciliation,  feeing  God  has  de- 
clared  the  war:  and  we.  may  fay  of  Satan*s  envy: 
as  the  learned  Mjlton  does : 

**  Never  can  true  reconcilement  grow 

**  Where  tleadly  bate  has  pierc'd  fo  deep.'" 

Hence  we  may  warrantably  conclude,  that  the 
devil  will  never  raife  the  fiegc  while  God  has  a^ 
church  in  the  world;  nor  will  he  ever  drop  the 
fuit,  as  a  plaintiff,  as  long  as  he  can  draw  one. 
believer  to  liften  to  his  lies,  yield  to  his  temptations, 
or.  fret  at  his  accufations. 

Abimaaz.  Pray  how  did  he  begin  with  Prodi- 
galis  ?  I  iuppofc  in  a  furious  way,  becaufe  he  had 
formerly  been  a  faithful  fervant  to  the  devil  j  and 
as  he  knew  many  of  his  wiles,  he  was  the  better 
able  to  expofe  them :  it  is  often  feen  that  fuch  are 
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the  mod:  valiant  for  cnith,  the  moft  loyal  to  the 
Saviour,  and  the  iftoft  fervent  in  prayer.  They 
that  are  faithful  to  the  unrighteous  mammcn  will  hej0 
to  the  true  riches.  Luke  xvi.  1 1 .  They  that  have 
much  forgiven  will  love  much,  Luke  vif .  47  ;  and  ta 
whom  men  have  committed  much,  of  him  they  will  e^ 
the  more.  LulQexti.43. 

Cufiii.  You  muft  know,  that  Prodigalis,  being 
fo  confpicuoufly  delivered^  thought  the  devil  was 
fo  rebuked  as  never  to  attack  him  again;  nor 
did  he  in  the  Icaft  fufpeft  that  the  evils  of  his 
heart  would  ever  make  a  fecond  appearance ;  nor 
diat  he  ihould  ever  lofe  fight  of  the  Saviour.  In 
this  fecure  frame  he  was  altogether  unprepared  for 
trial;  the  devil  knew  this,  and  therefore  caught 
the  opportunity,  A  believer  may  often  be  charged 
with  being  off  his  guard ;  but  no  fuch  charge  can 
juftly  be  brought  againft  die  devil  i  in  this  point  he 
is  wifer  than  the  children  of  light. 

When  the  devil  came  to  him  he  firft  poured  a 
whole  ftiower  of  fiery  darts  into  his  mind;  the 
corruption  of  his  heart  caught  the  flame,  and  the 
whole  courje  of  nature  was  Jet  on  fire  of  hell.  James 
iii.  6.  The  fmoke  becloLided  his  undcrllanding  5 
or  (as  Paul  fays),  the  god  of  this  world  had  blinded  his 
eyes ;  his  judgment  was  confufcd,  and  every  divine 
fcnfation  fcemed  to  be  fwallowed  up  with  horror 
and  difmay.  Satan  having  thus  gained  an  advan- 
tage of  him,  he  prefcnted  him  afrcfli  to  the  bar  of 
judicature,  and  there  accufcd  him  of  the  very  blaf- 
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phemous  thoughts  which  hlmfelf  inje(5t:ed  mto  his 
inind  -,  he  tempced  him  to  believe  that  he  had  fallen- 
from  grace  ;•  he  fuggefted  hard  thoughts  of  the. 
Saviour  to  hihi^  and  then  accufed  him  of  it.  He 
fbggefted  to  him  that  he  had  finned  againft  the 
Holy  Gboft;  and  that  all  the  carrfiiiion  and.  horror 
that  Prodigalis  fdt  were  the  cffcfls  of  tj^c  juft  jndg- 
ment  of  God*  for  his  tinpardonftbie  fins  and  was 
no  leis  than  an  eamefi:  of  what^  he  would  fufier  to 
eternity. 

Prodigalis  fek  for  his  fouWcomforting  witnefs, 
but  he  could  not '  feel  him  ^  his  ^th  feemed  not 
ta  do  her  ufual  office :  therefore  the  poor  foul 
futik  into  the  o^al  fears  of  death,  and  horrors  of 
belly  as  bad  as  ever.  Deftru£tioo  appeared  on  one 
fide,  and  Satan  on  the  others  and  the  devil 
broiight  nuny  of  Mofes's  old  accuiations  againft 
him,  as  if  it  were  Mofes  that  was  accufing  him  as 
an  unbeliever. 

Poor  Prodigalis  never  was  more  confounded 
than  now:  at  his  firft  trial  he  had  no  fenfible 
hope  of  ntiercy ;  but  to  be  arraigned,  after  juftiB- 
cation,  was  a  myftery  too  profound  for  him  to 
make  a  judgment  of.  Therefore  he  gave  all  over 
for  loft  i  not  doubting  but  he  was  given  up  as  a 
reprobate  into  the  hands  of  Satan ;  and  that  he 
would  certainly  prevail  to  make  him  vent  the 
horror  and  rebellion  of  his  burdened  heart  in  blaf* 
phemous  expreflions. 

While  Prodigalis  was  .finking  in  defpondency, 
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diefe  word&  came  with  a  divmt  power  to  his 
mind ;  Beloved,  think  i/  not  firange  cmcermng  the 
Jiery  trial  which  is  to  try  you,  as  though  Jome  firange 
thing  happened  unto  you :  but  rejoice,  inafimcb  as  ye 
are  made  partakers  of  Chrifi's  Sufferings,  i  Pet,  iv. 
I2>  I  J.  Thefe  words  gained  the  attention  of  the 
poor  man,  lyhich  Satan  could  not  endure  \  for  he 
can  do  nothing  with .  us  any  longer  than  while  he 
employs  our  mind,^and  we  ai'e  aaentive  to  his  lies^ 
which  is  his  wifdom  and  our  foljy. 

The  •  devil,  perceiving  thit  poor  Prodigalis  was 
attentive  to  another  voice,  laid  violently  againfi: 
him ;  but  the  other  having  received  a  litde  en* 
icouragemcnt  from  the  above  text,  was  perfuadod 
that  he  fhould.  enjoy  the  ftntence  of  j unification 
again ;  nay,  he  was  perfuaded  that  it  would  come 
with  power  a  •fecond  time  j  and  therefore  he  put 
up  tfeefe  petitions;  Hear  the  right,  O  Lord!  attend 
unto  my  cry ;  give  ear  unto  my  prayer,  that  goeib  not 
out  of  feigned  lips :  let  my  fentence  come  forth  from  thy 
prefence :  let  thine  (y6s  heboid  the  things  that  are  equal; 
Thou  haft  proved  mine  heart  \  thou  haft  vifited  me  in 
the  night ;  thou  haft  tried  me.  Pfalm  xvii.  i,  2,  3. 

As  foon  as  Prodigalis  had  ended  his  petitions, 
the  glorious  JVdvocate  anfwercd  his  prayer  in  the 
joy  of  his  heart ;  and  applied  thefe  words  widi 
fuch  power,  that  the  fham  court  grew  too  hot  for 
the  cunning  accufer ;  No  voeapm  formed  againft  thee 
fkall  fro/per,  and  every  tongue  that  fhall  rife  againft 
thee  in  judgment  thou  fhalt  condemn .  Ifa.  xliv.  17. — 
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Poor  Prodigal!^  recovering  his  ipiritual  might,  and 
feeing  his  beclouded  cvideftces  appear,  if  poffible, 
ten  times  brighter  than  ever,  and  finding  the  word 
of  God  flow  in  upon  his  mind,  he  laid  hold  of  the 
iword  of  the  Spirit,  and  faid  to  his  accufer,  //  is 
Cod  that  juftifieth ;  who  is  be  ibat  condemneth  ?  It  it 
Cbrijf  tbat  died.  Rom.  viii,  33,  The  devil  imme- 
diately vaniflicd. 

This  fham  trial  ferved  to  teach  Prodigalis  the 
xife  of  God's  fword;  and  evidently  fulfilled  the 
fcriptures  :  Submit  your/elves  therrfore  to  God ;  refiP 
the  devily  and  be  will  flee  from  you.  James  iv.  7. 

Ahimaax.  I  dare  fay  the  poor  man  found  his 
love  warmer — ^his  faith  ftronger — and  faw  the 
office,  uie,  and  faithfulneis  of  his  Advocate  in  a 
clearer  light  than  ever  he  had  done  before.  There 
arc  none  that  know,  but  thofe  who  experience  it, 
how  the  immutable  love  of  God,  and  the  faithful- 
nefs  of  the  Saviour,  (which  appears  in  fo  many 
repeated  deliverances),  does  endear  the  Almighty 
to  the  poor  helplefs  believer,  who  is  perpetually 
buffeted  by  the  common  enemy  of  God  and  man. 

Cujbi,  Indeed,  Prodigalis  never  had  kta  the 
Saviour  in  his  office  as  an  Advocate  but  once 
before,  and  in  this  confufion  he  had  lod  fight 
of  him :  but  by  means  of  trials  we  are  led  to  feel 
pur  need  of  the  Saviour  in  every  charaftcr  that 
he  fuftains,  which  we  know  nothing  of  until  various 
trials  make  us  fenfible  of  our  need  of  them,  and 
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die  Saviour  condefcends  to  appear  in  and  fulSt 
them. 

And  I  doubc  the  want  of  obferving  and  coniider-' 
ing  thefe  things  is  one  realbn  of  the  dgeftion  of 
too  many  precious  fouk  in  our  days.  Our  kind 
Intcrceflbr  ought  to  be  viewed  in  that  office  every 
time  we  pray.  As.  our  Mediator  he  is  wanted 
when  there  appears  a  controverfy  between  God  and 
confcience.  An  Advocate  and  a  Wonderful  Coun* 
felior  mufl:  be  felt  for  in  temptations^  or  clfe  the 
accuPer's  wifdom  will  be  too  much  for  us«  Aad 
thefe  characters  our  Lord  fuftains;  and  he  will 
ever  difcharge  his  offices  with  divine  reditude^  if 
the  prayer  of  faith  implores  his  aid. 

Prodigalis  was  fo  confirmed  in  the  faithfulne(s 
of  his  Lord,  and  in  the  power  of  faith,  that  he 
fecretly  wi(hed  the  fame  trial  to  come  over  again^ 
that  he  might  (hew  his  loyalty,  his  love,  and  his 
faithfulnefs  to  his  Lord,  and  not  diihonour  him  by 
his  unbelief,  as  he  had  done,  in  giving  place  to  the 
devil;  which  he  faw  was  a  fin  refieding  difhonour 
on  every  perfedbion  of  his  Lord. 

yihimaaz.  He  had  better  have  left  his  refblutions 
out  of  the  conflid  j  for  if  Satan  were  to  be  let 
loofe  upon. him  an  hundred  times,  if  the  fpiritof 
faith  ccafcd  to  operate,  he  would  feel  the  workings 
of  unbelief  nwre  or  Icfs.  I  have  been  vain  enough 
ere  now,  when  I  have  found  my  heart  fixed,  and 
py  confolations'  powerful,  to  defy  a  temptation  i 
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thmkirig  that  my  mountain  ilood  fo  ftroAg  that  I 
fhould  never  be  mored.  But^  alas !  what  are  the 
beft  of  men  againft  Satan's  rage>  if  not  panoplied 
and  fortified  by  the  great  Jehovah  i  It  was  not. 
v^tthout  caufe  that  Paul  bid  Timothy  i^  ^^;rgf  i$ 
the  grace  that  is  in  Cbrift  Jefus :  which  ftrength 
conflfls  in  ,a  firm  peifuafion  of  the  immutable  love, 
promifed  aid,  and  momentary  fupport  of  the  Al- 
mighty God  and  Saviour  Chrift  Jefus. 

Cujbi.  It  is  true  what  you  fay :  but  as  Satan 
defires  to  have  us,  diat  he  may  fifi;  us  as  wheat,  for 
his  own  gratification,  fo  the  Lord  does  ibmetimes 
enable  his  children  to  triumph  over  him  in  turn; 
Rejoice  net  dgainft  me^  O  mine  enemy  1  when  I  fall  1 
fiall  arife :  when  I  Jit  in  darknefs  the  LordJhaU  be  a 
Hgbt  unto  me.  Micah  vii.  8.  -  I  do  not  iay  that  the 
above  text  is  a  direft  anfwer  to  the  devil  himfelf ; 
but  as  he  is  the  chief  agent  of  all  the  enmity  that 
is  difplayed  againft  the  children  of  God,  it  is,  in 
the  ftritSleft  fcnfe,  applicable  to  him  ;  agreeable  to 
the  Saviour's  method,  vrhen  Satan  tempted  Peter 
to  ftand  in  the  Lord's  way,  the  Lord  rebuked  the 
agent  of  the  aftion.  Get  thee  behind  me^  Satan.  When 
the  Jews  perfecutcd  and  blafphemed  him,  he  faid. 
Ton  are  of  your  father  the  devil^  and  the  lufl  of  your 
father  ye  will  do.  When  his  enemies  came  to  take 
him, "he  feid,  T'fej  is  your  hour  and  the  powers  of 
darknefs.  And  when  Judas  had  yielded  the  bent 
of  his  mind  to  gender  with  the  devil's  influence, 
the  Lor4  withdrew  his  own  reftraining  power, 
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opened  bis  heart  with  a  fop,  that  Judas  might  per- 
petrate the  .nxufder  that  his  wii:ked  and  mercenary 
-heart  had  conceived :  yind  wb&i>  be  bad  received  Ae 
fcpf  Satan  entered  into  bim :  and .  immediately  after 
the  conception  was  broiaght  fbrth^  in  his  betraying 
the  innocent  Son  of  God. 

jibimaaz.  You  are  right  in  levelling  your  arrow 
at  the  devil ;  for  I  believe  there  is  no  wickednels 
pradtifed  by  mortals^  but  he  is  chief  agent  in  the 
Icheme^  and  a  joint  executor  of  ic  But  I  Aippofe 
that  Satan  did  not  attempt  to  bring  poor  Prodi- 
galis  a  fecond  time  to  his  iham  court  of  judicature^ 
did. he? 

CuJbL  Indeed  Satan  brought  bim  to  his  iham 
court  of  judicature  more  than  once,  ;wice,  or  thrice  s 
but  not  the  next  time ;  if  he  had,  Pro^igalis  had 
been  in  a  meafure  prepared  for  him.  -  But  the  devil 
finds  that  we  have  various  difcipline  to  pafs  through, 
therefore  he  varies  his  fnares  alfo :  for  fhould  he 
conftantly  waylay  tis  in  one  continued  path,  the 
bird  would  foon  get  as  cunning  as  the  fowler :  for, 
as  the  wife  man  fays^  Surely  in  vmn  tbe  net  is  ^ead 
in  fbejigbt  of  airf  Inrd.  Pro  v.  i.  1 7.  No,  no  i  Satan 
(in  this  fenfe)  is  no  fool  1  though  (in  another  ienfe) 
he  is  the  greateft  of  fools;  becaufe  he  is  the  firft 
tranfgreflbr  j  fupreme  in  mii'chieG  and  fupreme  in 
mifery  ^  the  fartheft  from  God,  and  confequcntly 
the  fartheft  from  true  wifdom. 

Jbimaaz.  Pray,  how  did  he  entangle  Prodigalis 
the  third  time  ?    I  long  to  hear  %  becaufe  ibme 
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part  of  your  relation  fo  well  agrees  with  my  own 
experience  ;  and  that  is  refreihing  and  eftablifhing 
to  me.  For  my  part,  I  am  for  what  I  can  get ; 
and  you  know  that  Paul  tells  us  to  covet  earneftly 
the  beft  gifts. 

Cujbi.  Indeed  you  have  fpoken  the  truth :  you 
are  in.  reality  for  what  you  can  get ;  and  one  of 
the  beft  fucklings  that  ever  I  took  to  nourifli ;  and 
"Would  to  God  that  I  was  as  good  a  wet  nurfc  as' 
Paul  was  iti  his  days,  when  he  faid.  But  ^e  were' 
gentle  among  you^  even  as  a  nurfe  cberijhetb  ber  cbildren. 
1  Theff.  ii.  7. 

The  way  that  Satan  made  his  next  attempt  on 
Prodigalis  was  as  follows :  The  poor  man  expedbed, 
that  if  ever  Satan  made  another  attempt,  it  would 
be  in  the  old  way,  in  which  he  thought  he  fliould 
be  able  to  meet  him :  this  made  him  too  fecure. 
Therefore  Satan  laid  by  his  violent  aflaults,  and 
his  cloven  foot,  and  endeavoured  to  come  in  imi- 
tation of  the  workings  of  grace ;  or,  as  the  apoftle 
fays,  He  transformed  bimfelf  into  an  angel  of  ligbt : 
and  catching  Prodigalis  off  his  watch-tower,  and 
too  fccure,  he  infenfibly  led  him  to  the  court  of 
equity ;  where  he  endeavoured  to  enthrone  human 
reafon,  as  the  only  competent  judge  of  right  and 
wrong.  This  fcheme  took  with  Prodigalis :  he  had 
not  the  leaft  fufpicion  of  the  devil  being  in  all  this ; 
dierefore,  inftead  of  refitting  him,  he  gave  him  all 
podible  attention,  and  was  determined  to  hear  him 
out.     Satan  having  gained  his  ear  and  attention, 

P  3  proceeded 


(     "4     > 

proceeded  to  dart  every  puzzling  difficulty,  and 
feeming  contradidlion,  in  form  following:  The 
plaintiff  fhewcth,  Firft,  That  there  are  many  mys- 
teries in  the  Bible  dark  and  obfcure,  and  the  beft 
and  wifeft  of  men  differ  in  judgment  refpefting 
them.  ,  Secondly,  That  the  myftery  of  the  Trinity 
is  incomprehenfible;  and  that  thoufands  of  the 
wife  and  learned  people  deny  that.  Thirdly,  That 
the  path  to  heaven  by  regeneration  is  a  p^tth  that 
excludes  thoufands  of  fouls  from  falvation ;  and  is 
a  road  that  is  to  the  lad  degree  perilous.  Fourthlyj^ 
That  the  greateft  part  that  are  venturing  on  thai; 
hazardous  journey  are  poor  illiterate  and  defpicable 
people.  Fifthly,  That  thofe  who  are  the  leadera 
of  fuch  bigoted  people,  are,  in  the  general,  people 
lightly  eftcemed,  much  defpifed,  yea,  and  ftoudy 
withftood,  ty  the  great,  wife,  and  learned  of  the 
world.  Sixthly,  That  the  do<ftrine  of  eledion 
leaves  wife,  family,  friends,  yea,  and  perhaps  all 
that  are  near  or  dear  in  the  ties  of  affinity  or  blood, 
out  of  the  number  faved.  Seventhly,  the  plaintiff 
Ihcweth,  That  the  beft  of  friends  and  of  benefac- 
tors, as  well  as  the  majority  of  the  whole  world, 
are  averfe  to  it,  and  incenfed  againft  it.  Eighthly, 
That  the  Moft  High  might  have  prevented  the 
full  of  men  and  devils  if  he  would.  Ninthly,  That 
all  domeftic  comforts  in  wife,  family,  food,  and 
pleafure,  muft  be  forgone,  if  divine  impreflions 
^ere  lalling,  confcience  kept  tender,  or  the  daily 
crofs  continued,  Tenthly,  That  falling,  prayer, 
fjrlf  denial^  and  hourly  abftinence,  jnuft  be  rigidly 
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purfucd,  or  elfc  all  would  fall  to  ruins  at  laft,  and 
hell  would  be  the  hotter  for  fuch  a  barren  profcf- 
fion.  Eleventhly,  That  Cain,  Judas,  Efau,  and 
Sapphira^  had  fell  after  all  their  profeflion ;  and  were 
worfc  than  thofc  that  never  made  any :  for  where 
little  was  given  little  would  be  required  -,  and  there- 
fore the  more  ignorant  the  more  fafe.  Twelfthly, 
That  the  path  to  heaven  was  ilrait  and  narrow, 
and  people  that  would  be  Angular  iii'  religion 
were  expofed  to  all  the  fhafts  of  men  and  devils ; 
and  that  Chrift  was  an  auftere  and  rigid  mailer: 
that  there  would  be  nothing  but  crofs  upon  crofs, 
^  we  fe^  in  Job;  and  ftripe  upon  (tripe,  as  in 
Ephraim,  even  to  the  end  of  the  journey.  Thir- 
tcenthly.  That  the  conjugal  cmjoyment  of  a  wife, 
an  affe£tionace  mdulgence  of  a  child,  a  jocofe  word, 
an  innocent  fmile,  or  even  a  genteel  fuit  of  apparel, 
would  be  an  iniquit}'  to  be  puniftied  by  the  judge  j 
the  Lord,  whofe  nanr)e  is  Jealous,  is  fo  jealous  a 
God. 

'  The  plaintiff  further  (hewed,  That  the  Bible 
was  a  doubtful  revelation ;  many  obfcure  phrafes, 
and  feeming  contradiAions,  appeared  palpable  in 
it  J  and  that  many  of  the  learned  and  wife  had  ex- 
amined it^  arraigned  it,  and  condemned  it ;  and 
had  fet  up  their  own  unbjaflTed  and  unerring  reafon 
as  the  only  lord  paramount  deemed  capable  of 
ceniuring  and  determining  every  matter  in  debate 
relative  to  heaven,  earth,  or  hell. 

The  plaintiff  further  (hewed,  That  the  continual 
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crofe  that  generally  attended  thofe  of  this  (ingolar 
way  of  religion  was,  that  there  would  be  an  heart 
to  love,  and  an  eye  to  pity  the  poor,  which  would 
be  croffed  with  a  beggar's  pocket;  there  would  be 
an  uncommon  bigoted  Ipirit  to  the  lingular  party 
in  religion,  and  a  great  anxiety  to  make  profelytes^ 
which  would  be  croffed  with  a  heavy  perfecution, 
Spending  time  in  this  fervice,  and  negleAing  o^her 
bufinefs,  had,  and  would  again^  bring  many  to 
fuffer  hunger,  cold,  and  nakednefs.  Befides,  people 
of  this  ftrange  way  make  the  path  to  heaven  niuch 
more  difficult  than  it  really  is ;  they  are  righteous 
overmuch,  and  ready  to  deftroy  thcmiclves  at  it  5 
they  talk  of  being  partakers  of  the  divine  nature, 
and  keep  preffing  after  fuch  a  degree  of  holinefs  by 
the  Spirit,  as  they  call  it,  that  their  fin  is  not  unlike 
Adam's,  who  wanted  to  be  like  God* 

And  laftly,  the  plaintiff  added.  That  the  thing? 
which  he  bad  mentioned  were  confonant,  and  not 
repugnant  to  fome  of  the  plain  parts  of  what  19 
csJled  fcripturc ;  where  God  (if  he  be  the  author  of 
the  book)  fays.  Let  us  reafon  together.  I  fa.  i.  18. 
Ahimaax.  Why,  the  devil  is  an  excellent  pleaden 
Cujbu  In  one  fcnfe  he  is  j  but  not  in  another : 
he  can  plead  againft  us  j  but  he  is  too  proud  to 
plead  guilty  before  God,  too  vile  to  plead  inno- 
cent ;  and  without  a  foundation  to  plead  for  mercy. 
The  devil  brought  all  thefe  things  to  Prodigalis, 
in  order  to  prejudice  his  inind  againlt  the  truth  of 
God,  that  he  might  raifc  rebellion  in  his  heart. 
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Nor  was  Sa|an*3  attempt  without  cffcd ;  for  Pro- 
digalis  did  not  expeft  a  temptation  with  fo  mild  a 
bait :  he  npeded  that  every  appearance  of  Satan 
would  be  in  a^ftormi  and  therefore  he  liftened  to 
him  i  carnal  reafon  approved  of  the  fuggeftions ; 
flc/h  and  blood  alfo  gave  into  it|  and,  by  the 
afjjftance  of  unbelief,  Satan  carried  all  before  him*. 

Now  was  Prodigalis  filled  with  carnal  reafonings 
about  the  (bvereign  grace  of  his  Maker;  the  peri<* 
Jous  path  to  heaven ;  and  the  few«  the  very  few, 
that  feemed  to  be  travelling  on  that  fingular  way. 
He  fooQ  found  the  government  of  the  world,  and 
the  (alvatioii  of  all  the  human  race,  to  lay  with  an 
intolerable  weight  upon  hia  Ibouklers ;  and  he  was 
impioufly  led  to  infringe  upon  the  prerogative  of 
his  Lord,  whoic  undoubted  rigbi  U  is  t9  do  as  be 
vnU  with  bis  oum^  Mate  x^  1 5,  without  giving  an 
accmni  of  any  (fins  mailers .  Job  xxxiii*  13. 

Ahimaax.  There  is  one  thing  in  Satan^s  plea 
that  I  am  amazed  at;  ^nd  that  is,  that  thofir  who 
were  fingular  in  their  religion  were  expofed  to  all 
the  Ihafts  of  ii^en  and  devils:  can  Satan  ipeak 
againft  himfelf  ? 

Cufin.  Satan  is  not  divided  againft  himfelf  in  the 
management  of  his  kingdom ;  if  he  was,  how  could 
his  kingdom  ftand  ?  But  he  can  fpeak  againft  him- 
felf, deny  himfelf,  and  rebuke  himfelf,  when  thefe 
things  will  ferve  his  turn..  He  fpeaks  againft  him- 
felf in  every  falfe  prophet  that  rebukes  fin;  he 
denies  himfelf  in  every  deift  that  denies  die  being 
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or  cxiftence  of  £tllcn  angels ;  and  he  rebuked  him* 
felf,  when  feme  of  his  own  children  (in  mockery  of 
Paul)  were  commanding  of  an  evil  fpirit  to  kave 
the  heart  of  a  finner ;  whole  anfwer  was,  Paul  I 
knowy  but  who  are  you  ?  and  then  (rvercame  them^  and 
fem  them  out  of  the  boufe  wounded  and  naked.  Ads 
six.  1 6. 

Poor  Prodigalis  began  to  be  timorous  about  the 
difficult  way  to  the  kingdom ;  he  yielded  to  the 
carnal  fear  of  man,  and  trembled  at  periecution ; 
fle(h  and  blood  was  confulted  about  the  doctrine 
of  particular  redemption  %  and  carnal  reafon  bore 
violently  againft  the  dodrines  of  eleftion  and 
predeftinatton }  which  influenced  Prodigalis  with 
a  fpirit  of  murmuring  and  rebellion  againft  the 
difcriminacing  grace  of  his  God;  but  he  foon 
found,  like  Paul,  that  it  was  bard  work  to  kick  aganfi 
the  pricks ;  he  found  his  mind  began  to  be  confiiled  i 
fear  and  horror  laid  a  frelh  hold  of  his  confcience ; 
no  peace  of  mind  was  enjoyed)  his  mouth  at  a 
throne  of  grace  was  flopped  $  a  fenfe  of  the  divine 
favour  was  fenfibly  fufpended  i  and  (hame  and  con- 
fulion  covered  his  face.  And  as  the  ftate  of  his 
own  foul  began  to  be  perilous,  he  was  obliged  to 
employ  the  powers  of  his  mind  nearer  home,  and 
leave  the  falvadon  and  management  of  the  world 
to  God ;  whofe  infinite  wifdom  needs  no  counfel  of 
ours,  nor  will  his  fupreme  power,  and  abfolute  pre- 
TOgativc,  ever  be  yielded  or  given  up  to  us. 

Jbimaaz,  How  iuhtle  ao  adverfary  is  Satan! 
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who  would  have  thought  that  fuch  an  one  as  Pro* 
digalis^  a  man  fo  wonderfully  delivered^  and  who 
had  experienced  fuch  fuperabounding  grace,  could 
be  fo  eafily  led  from  an  humble  fubmiflion  to  the 
will  of»God^  even  to  rebel  in  his-  heart  againft  him^ 
and  againft  thole  very  truths  that  had  made  hira 
free^  butj  alasl  what  is  man  if  left  to  himfelf? 
Fray,  how  was  he  delivered  out  of  that  fnare  ? 

C^fiu  As  he  was  one  day  reafoning  and  difput- 
ing  in  his  heart  againfl:  the  doftrines  of  eleAion  and 
particular  redemption,  and  impioufly  cenfuring  the 
fovereignty  of  bi3  Maker,  thefe  words  came  to  his 
mind  wid)  power,  and  full  fraught  with  divine 
reproof:  Produce  your  caiife^Jaid  the  Loird^  bring  forib 
your  firong  reajons^  faith  the  King  of  Jacob.  Ifa.  xlL  2 1. 
This  miade  Prodigalis  tremble  \  he  thought  within 
himfelf,  that  if  he  juftified  all  the  world  it  would  be 
of  no  force  againft  the  judgment  of  God ;  and  if 
he  held  the  whole  fyftem  of  natural  religion,  that 
would  afford  him  no  falvation  below  the  grave  i 
for  if  God  was  his  enemy,  who  could  be  his  friend 
in  eternity  ?  He  went  at  laft  with  an  humble  con- 
feflion  of  his  folly  to  his  Lord,  and  intreated  him 
to  undertake  for  him,  and  extricate  him  out  of  this 
puzzling,  this  fouUdiftreffing  labyrinth  of  confufion ; 
and  the  blefled  Saviour  was  intreated  of  him,  and 
gave  him  a  wonderful  deliverance;  he  fent  fuch 
Ijght  and  comfort  into  his  foul  as  he  thought  he 
never  had  experienced  before ;  the  darknefs  and 
copfufion  of  bis  troubled  heart,  and  his  carnal 

reafonings 


(      220     ) 

irafonings  againft  the  fovcreign  will  of  his  L^rd, 
vanifhcd,  and  his  love  and  zeal  burned  ftronger  for 
truth  than  ever. 

Abimaaz.  I  evidently  fee  that  there  is  no  growth 
in  grace  nor  in  knowledge  without  croffes  and 
trials  i  for,  as  Hezekiah  faith,  By  thejc  things  nun 
Ifoe^  and  in  all  tbefr  things  is  the  life  of  ourjpirits.  A 
child  of  God  often  gains  ground  by  fuch  ftumblmgs, 
and  gets  fre(h  difcoveries  out  of  confufion ;  for  God 
difcovereth  deep  things  out  ofdarknejs^  and  bringetb  out 
to  light  thejbadow  of  death. 

Cujhi.  Very  true ;  and  this  was  the  cafe  with 
Prodigalis;  he  had  been  for  fome  time  in  the 
bufineis  of  an  Attorney,  and  had  learnt  many 
curious  quibbles  of  law,  and  had  formerly  enter- 
tained no  fmall  opinion  of  his  nervous  logic.  Satan 
knew  this,  therefore  he  fwellcd  his  pride  of  that 
talent,  exalted  his  former  applauded  reafon 
to  the  decifive  chair,  and  then  ihewed  the 
inconfiftency  of  his  new  religion  with  his  former 
rules  of  logic.  Prodigalis,  having  loft  a  fenfe  of 
his  comfort,  and  the  fight  of  his  Advocate,  dif-- 
played  his  former  talent;  but  as  reafon  was  too  ftilF 
to  fubmit  to  a  fuperior  power,  pride  called  in  re-* 
bellion ;  flefh  and  blood  was  conferred  with  con- 
cerning the  myfteries  of  heaven  5  and  the  more 
reafon  laboured,  the  more  (he  was  confounded; 
unbelitf,  getting  the  upper  hand,  gave  the  lie  to  all 
that  was  divine i  and  thus,  between  a  confounding 
devil,  and  confounded  reafon,  the  trial  ended  in 

wind 
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vrind  and  confuiipn^  and  Prodigalis,  with  all  his 
natural  abilities^  was  found  in  the  balance  of  the 
ianduary  to  be  lighter  than  vanity. '  ^ 

jlbimaaz.  Neverthelefs  I  dare  fay  this  trial 
turned  out  to  a  good  account  to  poor  Prqdigalis, 
for  itmuft  t^ach  him  the  infufficiency  of  qat^ral 
realbn.  to  determine  diving  matters,  and  mufi: 
undoubtedly  convince  him  of  the  need  of  God^'a 
procnifed  Spirit  to.  guide  him  into  alljtruth. 

Cujhi.  Yes,  my  brother,  Prodigalis  loft  nothing 
but  drofs  in  this, fiery  trial  s  he  was  effedually  con- 
viliced  that  the  Spirit  of  God  was  the  only  all^ 
fufficient  arbitrator  in  divine  caufes,  and  that  reafoa 
muft  fubmit  even  to  faith,  inflead  of  didating  ta 
God.  This  was  difplayed  to  him  in  his  after- 
contemplations  on  the  faith  of  Abraham,  whole 
obedience  is  iet  forth  as  our  example,  after  whofa 
footfteps  we  are  to  copy,  and  who  is  called  the  father 
of  us  all.  Hence  we  are  commanded  to  lock  ta 
jfbrabam  our  father ^  and  to  Sarah  that  bare  us^\i?u 
li.  a ;  and  to  tread  in  xhtfteps  of  our  father  Abraham^ 
Rom.  iv.  12,  who  is  the  father  of  us  all.  ver.  i6*. 
Prodigalis  confidercd  firft  the  call  of  Abraham, 
and  the  obedience  of  his  faith ;  in  which  ad  be 
found  that  carnal  reafon  was  wholly  excluded.  By 
faith  Abraham y  when  he  was  called  to  go  out  into  a  places 
which  he  fhould  after  receive  for  an  inheritance^  obeyed^ 
and  went  out,  not  knowing  whither  he  went.  Heb.  xi* 
8.  By  faith  he  obeyed,  and  went;  while  Abraham 
and  his  reafon  were  kept  entirely  out  of  the  fccrct 
I  — for 
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•^for  he  obcyedj  and  went  out>  not  krlovtii^ 
whither  he  went ;  which  reafon  would  call  a  wild-* 
goofe  chace.  Abraham  received  a  promife  of  the 
land  of  Canaan^  and  that  bejbould  be  bar  (f  the  worlds 
Rom.  iv.  I3>  and  yet  God  gave  bim  none  mberiiancd 
in  it,  no  not  Jo  mucb  as  to  Jet  a  foot  on.  AAs  vii.  5. 
Abraham  had  a  good  eftate  behind  him  in  Ur^ 
and  had  left  that  to  wander  in  a  ftrange  land,  where 
he  had  all  in  hope,  but  nothing  in  hand.  If  reafon 
had  been  confulted  in  this  matter,  her  determination 
would  have  been'  this.  One  bird  in  the  hand  is  worth 
two  in  the  bu(h ;  and  therefore,  like  Balaam,  (he 
would  be  for  getting  berjelf  back  again.  Numbers 
Xxii*  34, 

When  God  made  Abraham  a  great  prince,  and 
his  lady  a  princefs,  reafon  would  have  expcfted 
the  palace  of  Salem ;  but,  inftead  of  that,  th?  king 
of  that  city  bkjfes  bim  as  the  UJs^for  witbout  all  con- 
tradition  the  lejs  is  blejfed  of  tbe  better^  Heb.  vii.  7,— 
gives  him  rcfrelhment—  takes  tithes  of  him  as  his 
fovereign  and  high-pricft,  but  gives  him  no  invi- 
tation to  the  city,  much  lefs  to  the  palace.  All 
thefe  riddles  Abraham's  faith  had  to  explain  ;  which 
would  have  remained  as  obfcure  to  human  reafon 
as  Samfon's  riddle  did  to  the  PhiHftines.  If  we 
plough  not  with  Chrift*s  heifer  we  fhall  never  find 
out  his  riddles.  Abraham's  leaving  his  own  country 
was  to  teach  him  that  this  world  was  not  his  home; 
— 4iis  travelling  in  pilgrimage  was  explained  by 
faith,  that  this  was  not  his  reft,  becaufe  it  is  pol- 

luted. 


(  m  ) 

httd,  as  the  land  bf  Canaan  was  with  fihhy  in* 
habitants  j — ^his  prortiife  of  the  land  of  Canaan^  and 
of  the  world,  futh  conftrues  to  mean  an  heavenly 
country,  Hcb.  xi.  i6,  and  a  new  world  to  come; 
Abraham's  not  inheriting  Salem,  after  he  had  re-> 
ceived  the  promife-  of  the  whole  land,  and  was 
made  a  prince  in  it,  faith  led  him  to  underlland 
that  he  mud  feek  Jerufalem  that  is  above,  as  that 
city  that  b^tb  foundations y  wbo/e  maker  and  builder  is 
God.  Heb.  xi.  lo*      . 

Thefe  things  Abraham  had  In  view,  and  his  faith 
brought  them  to  live  in  his  foul  j — an  earned;  and 
a  forctafte  exifted  in  Abraham's  heart  by  (aich, 
and  thus  his  faith  was  the  fuhft once  cf  things  hoped 
far^  and  the  evidence  of  things  notjeen.  The  way  that 
thefe  things  were  to  be  obtained  was  ihewn  to 
Abraham  in  the  offering  up  of  his  fon  (as  typical 
of  Chrift),  which  reafon  would  have  called  murder 
inftead  of  obedience.  Abraham  communed  with  his 
God  in  the  promifes  that  he  had  revealed  to  him,  and 
enjoyed  much  fweetnefs  in  the  bleffings  contained 
in  them ;  and  by  his  faith  he  lived  in  a  date  of 
perfedt  reconciliation  and  friendlhip  with  his  God^ 
^nd  endured  his  pilgrimage  like  Mofes — as  feeing 
him  who  is  invifible  i  which,  to  reafon,  is  no  better 
than  a  plain  contradidion,  and  is  called  enthufiafm 
to  this  day. 

As  Abraham  lived,  fo  he  died ;  faith  attended 

his  laft  moments,  and,  like  a  divine  and  condanc 

friend,  lent  her  fupporting  aid  in  the  moment  of 

3  di0bludon^ 


(     ftH    ) 

diflTolution,  and  handed  the  redeemed  foul  to  die 
centre  of  all  happincfi— he  died  in  faith,  and  re- 
ceived the  end  of  his  faiths  the  falvation  of  his  foul. 
His  fhield  is  now  his  everlafting  portion,  he  enjoys 
Canaan  in  the  bed  ienfe,  and  Salem  is  his  royal 
city  in  every  fenfc  j  and  he,  like  Nf  elchifedec  of  old^ 
is  no  lefs  than  a  king  and  a  prieft:  in  it. 

Abimaaz.  Thcfe  contemplations  mull  be  very 
fweet  to  Prodigalis,  as  well  as  teach  him  to  keep 
reafon  in  her  proper  place;  that,  in  matters  of 
divinity,  wifdom  may  be  aflced  of  him  that  giveth 
liberally  and  upbraideth  not  i  befides,  he  muft  fee 
the  neceflity  of  being  kept  by  the  mighty  power  of 
God,  when  he  faw  the  various  ftratagems  of  Satan, 
and  the  advanuges  that  he  had  hitherto  gained 
over  him. 

Cujhi.  It  is  a  wretched  fault  in  Chriftians  to 
neglcft  prayer  in  theie  times  of  trouble ;  they  often 
£dl  to  reafoning,  dilputing,  and  contriving,  inftead 
of  fuppiicating  i  this  is  their  lofs,  and  the  devil's 
gain.  This  is  evident  in  Jonah,  when  God  com- 
manded him  to  denounce  his  judgments  on  Ni- 
neveh.— He  begins  to  reaibn  on  the  goodnels  of 
God,  and  of  his  flownefs  to  anger,  and  then  con- 
cludes, that,  if  God  repented  of  the  evil,  his  repu- 
tation would  fall  to  the  ground ;  he  then  began  to 
contrive  which  way  to  fave  his  reputation,  and 
Satan  told  him  by  a  flight  to  Joppa.  Jonah  tells 
you,  that  tb^  that  objerve  lying  vanities  f^fake 
their  own  mercy.  Jonah  ii.  8.    You  hear  nothing  of 

Jonah's 
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Jonah^s  prayer  till  he  got  into  the  fUh's  belly  j  fo  faF 
from  it,  that  neither  the  importunity  nor  the  ex- 
itMpie  of  the  heathen  mariners  could  draw  one 
petition  from  Jonah*  The  failors  called  every  man 
upon  his  Ood>  and  defired  Jonah  to  try  his  intereft 
wkh  his  I  hm  he  would  rather  fink  than  fupplicate 
*^fo  ftubborn  is  the  finner  when  carried  away  with 
a  lying  vanity,  in  defence  of  his  own  fuppofed 
merit,  worth>  or  rqmtation.  However  Prod'^li» 
feond  Satm  too  fubtle  an  attorney  for  him,  and 
dierefoi^*  he  was  glad  to  become  a  pauper  upon  the 
crown  o#  heaven,  where  his  inheritance  lay,  and 
where  it  was  wcA)  fecured  by  his  Saviour  (under 
WhoTe  dir^£tioii  only  he  could  gain  the  fuit),  who  i§ 
hy  profelBon  an  Advocate,  and  by  nature  and  repute 
Honderfd  iii  eounfel  sind  excellent  in  working. 

jibintaaz.  I  greatly  admire  the  ihftrudtions  that 
Pirodigatis  got  by  hb  kft  tHal ;  for  I  am  fully  per- 
iuaded  that  he  thati  denies  the  fufEciency  of  his  owi» 
reafon  m  divine  ivurcfers,  (hall  ever  appear  the  moft 
feafondtbk  nrtan;  wMfle,  on  the  odier  hand,  thofd 
chat  exaic  \t  againft  divine  revebtion,  a^xar  of  aH 
flefli  the  molb  unreafenable.  Divinity  is  the  greaf 
beaixifiar  and  ornamenter  of  nature ;  and  to  deify 
huMa(A  natofe,  ito  contempt  of  di villi ty,  is  to  leave 
faer  ei^ofed  to  infinke  and  everlafting  contempt 
and  deformity ;  for  it  is  diought  by  (bme,  that  an 
enemy  to  God  will  not  appear  at  the  general  doona 
in  zt  human  Ak^c,  fin  wiH  deform  thehV)  and  mi^ 
iSienv  not  unlike  evil  angels;  and»  tS  fi^,«  it  is  not 

Q^  without 
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without  a  meaning  that  the  wicked,  are  called  ier- 
pent8>  which  is  Satan's  naine»  and  was  once  the 
ifaape  that  he  aflumed ;  nor  is  it  without  a  meaning 
that  the  faints  (hall  appear  as  the  angels  of  God  in 
heaven.  Pray  how  did  Prodigalis  go  on  after  this 
happy  deliverance  i  did  the  old  Attorney  attack  him 
again  i 

Cttjbu  There  is  no  fear  of  that;  Satan  will. 
never  giver  up  tempting  long  together.  Prodigalis 
found  it  as  his  blefled  Lord  and  mailer  did  in  his. 
days — And  when  the  devil  bad  ended  all  bis  tempta^, 
tims  be  departed  from  bimfar  ajeajm^  Luke  iv.  13,. 
that  he  might  come  again  at  another  feafonable 
opportunity.  Prodigalis  walked  fome  time,  very 
comfortably,  and  enjoyed  much  fweetnefs  in  his 
foul,  from  the  rich  mercy  of  his  Lord  1  who  not 
only  brought  him  to  repentance  at  firft,  but  ftill 
delivered  him  out  of  his  troubles  and  difficulties, 
and  kindly  fealed  the  pardon  of  his  manifold  in- 
firmities home  upon  his  confcience.  This  comn 
fortable  gale  condnued  fome  few  weeks  with  Pro^ 
digalis,  and  he  expefled  ic  would  continue  to  die 
end  of  his  voyage ;  but,  inftead  of.  that,  it  began 
gradually  to  abate  as  before,  which  he  was  much 
grieved  at.  The  Bible,  that  had  afforded  him  fuch 
fweet  difcoveries  and  comfort,  fcemed  to  conceal 
its  wonders;  the  light  (hined  not  on  it.  as  ufual; 
therefore  David's  petition,  jhew  me  wond^s  in  tby 
law^  was  very  feafonable  to  hjm.  He  found  him-r 
idt'  much  ftr^t^ncd  in  prayer  alfo — he   had  n(» 

that 
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that  fimdbitt  of  ^cefs  with  confidence  as  tortMtfy^' 
and  therefore  litde  delighted  in  it.  Thefe  things 
are  very  trying  to  a  poor  foul  that  has  been  brought 
into  tender  fevour^  and  indulged  wich  fweet  com« 
munton  with  the  Lord  ^  the  poor  foul  is  Hie  a  chili 
that  is  weaned  frem  bis  mbtber^  yeafucb  a  foul  is 
like- a  weaned  tbildi  Plalm  c^axiii.  a. 

jAimaaz.  I  know  what  that  is^-nny  foul  has  had 
a  fad  expecience  of  that;  to  be  debarred  the  heavenly 
freedom — ^to  find  divine  comfort  fulpended— *to  go 
moui'ning  tinder  the  lenfible  frowns  of  the  beft  of 
father $>  is  one  of  the  foreft  af&ifkions  that  a  new^^ 
bom  foul  can  labour  unden 

Cufin.  It  really  is ;  but  Prodigalis  did  not  ftay 
here ;  for  be  found  the  word  of  God  preached  had 
no  effc&  upon  him ;  it  neither  gave  him  reproof 
nor  comfort ;  he  appeared  in  one  of  the  worft  of 
fiames— ^CQld-^-«ftu{dd->^-and  infenfible ;  and  in  this 
ftate  he  continued  many  days,  until  reading  the 
Bible  i)ecame  a  burden,  and  prayer  a  tafk ;  he  went 
about  his  devotions  like  a  galled  horfe  to  the  collar^ 
or  an  unaccuftomed  bullock  to  the  yoke ;  his  fer- 
vice  was  mercenary,  and  performed  with  reluftance^ 
and  (b  he  continued  utitil  his  foul  was  (but  up  ia 
legal  bondage.  What  to  make  of  this  trial  he 
knew  notj — it  was  a  frsime  that  he  had  never  ex^ 
perienccd  before.  In  procefs  of  time  he  began  to 
give  way  to  a  peevifh  firetful  temper^  which  his  con- 
fcience  often  fmote  him  for,  as  it  caft  a  gloomy 
jhade  upon  the  glorious  religion  of  Jefus  Chrift  a 

0^2  befidesy 


befides,  be  had  fliftde  a  great  ftip  ia  idigibw* mat^ 
ters^  which  had  brought  the  eyes  of  many  upon 
him  i  fome  watched  for  his  halting,  znd(  hmt  fer 
his  perfevering ;  tbofe  that  watched  idir  kk  halting 
could  make  his  anger  appear  by  cruel  modtii^ ; 
while  thoft  that  loved  him  were  grikvtd^  for  tfaey 
faw  that  his  foul  was  not  heahihy,  becaufe  Ut  $eim^ 
ienance  was  noi  cmefy.  *  Whefi  peace  reigns  in  the 
confctence,  God  ii  tbt  health  $f  ^  maumaue. 
Pfalm  xUt.  1 1  • 

This  dark^  cold,  and  lifeleft  frame,  brouglit  oft 
a  fit  of  unbelief,  to  which  he  fo  much  yidded  'as  ac 
times  to  give  up  prayer,  whicli  was  adding  Gn  te 
fin )  and  when  Ibme  of  his  alfocijUes  came  to  kim 
for  fpirinial  converfation  and  inftradioa,  he  iridi* 
drew^  and,  like  Jeremiah,  determined  to  Jpeidt  n§ 
mors  in  the  name  of  thi  Lard.  Jer.  xk.  ^  This  was 
doubling  his  tr anfgreflion ;  and  at  kft  he  n^kAed 
the  (an£tuary  iervice^  and.  began  to  draw  wretched 
conclufions  concerning  his  ftate,  and  even  gave  way 
.to  doubts  and  fears,  and  confequently.  to  mumausiDg 
and  complaining* — ^Now  was  the  time  for  Satan  to 
«work  again;  accordingly  he  entered  anodier  aftion 
againfl:  him,  and  brought  him  to  the  court  of  com^ 
mbn  pleas,  and  there  he  attempted  to  appeal  even 
to  the  divine  oracles.  The  plaintifF  fliewed  chat  a 
*child  of  God  could  not  fin — be  thai  is  horn  efG^ 
Bnnetb  net,  i  John  v.  i8  ;  but  that  Prodi^^  wns 
not  one  of  them,  for  he  finned  in  heart,  in  thought, 
and  in  word,  and- was  guilty  of  the  fins  oComifl[k»n 
•  •"•     •  and 
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aad  commaflion,  yea,  of  die  fin  of  rebellioa  alfe^ 
both  in  heart  and  in  lip. 

;  Then  the  plaintiff  alked  if  be  could  ufe  the 
.conunoa  pleas  of  bible  faints.  Canft  thou  faj, 
WitkHeaekiah)  Ibifiubtbu^  O  IJrd^remmber.  ruma 
iwm  I  taw  walked  iefou  tb^e  in  irutb^  and  with  n 
p^tff  b^§rt^  ^md  have  done  that  wbicb  is  good  m 
fby^bK  tt  Kings  xk.  j.  Has  thy  heart  been  per« 
feft  f  ha$4t  not  been  altogether  perverfe  and  fro* 
wlvd  ^  ai^  have  not  th/  %9  muttered  perverftnefs^ 
and  thy  tongue  i^ed  deceit;  ?  yea^  and  thou,  ha^ 
-evta  fkd  fit>m,^  work  of  God..  And  canft  thou 
^kad  like Jeremajif^-v/^  firmllfave  not bafienBd 
from  hmg  a  puftor  Jo  Jblkw  tbie?  Jenxvii.  i6« 
Thou  «rc;fo  ftir  frodi  being  aide  to  ufe  fuch  pleas 
asthiife,  that  chou  baft  liM  from  the  W9^ki  and  by 
Jlqr  pbeVlih  tamper  haft  cuft  a  flur  .tapon  it»  Caclft 
.thott  iay^  Rtnknibir  $lu^  0  my  God^  ioni^hiff^  Jl^, 
mut^rifenot.ota  n^  gdod  dads  ibM  i  have  done  for 
,tke  heitfe  oftfiy  Godj  and/or  $be  ^es  thereof.  Neh. 
/i&i«  i4«  I^agTf  faid  thd  plaintiS^  thou  haft  been  \t 
times  fii  &r  firotiithis,  that  thou  haft  fecredy  wi(bdl 
.ehtat  thou  never  hadft;  openqd  tb^  mouth  at  aH 
:The  platmt6f  farther  (hewed  thdt  Prodigalis  h«l 
bten  at  dmea  ib  hot  upon  religiod  as  to  negle& 
fecub^  binfineist  inftead  of  being  a  prudent  mtm, 
'  Mdgnding,  bis, affairs vntb  difti^Hm^  Pfabn  cxii.  5s 
therefore  ccadd  rietef  ufe  the  c6mitaon  |3lesi  of  Jdb 
-^ff.tbe  land  ery  againfi  mey  ef  that  the  furrows 
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thereef  tomplain^  Ut  thifiUs  grow  inftead  of  wbeaty 
and  cockle  inftead  of  barley.  Job  xxxi.  38.  40. 

jfbimaaz.  O  what  a  malicious  plaintifF— what  a 
fubtle  attorney — and  what  a  keen  accufer  that  <dd 
fcrpcnt  is  !  with  what  diligence  docs  he  watch  for 
his  opportuqites  to  tempt  poor  thoughtlefs  mortals ! 
It  feems  to  be  his  whole  ftudy  and  anxiety ;— ^as  the 
Saviour  intimated  to  Peter,  when  he  faid,  Simm^ 
Simon  J  Satan  bath  defirtd  io  have  ibee^  4bat  be  may 
\fift  thee  as  wheat ;  but  I  have  frayed  for  /&#  that 
tby  faith  fail  not.    Lukexxit.  31,  - 

Ctifhi.  To  dilhonour-God-M>ppofe  his  gofpel-^ 
difturb  his  faints-^^-andruin^  finners,  is  his  whole 
-employ  I  however,  all  his  accufations'<c.  could  not 
fink  Prodigalis  into  defpair,  for  he  had  got  a  good 
Iiope  at  the  bottom,  which  is  an  anchor  of  the  foal 
bathfurt  andjledfaft.  Heb.  vi.  19.  FrodigaliB  was 
ifetfeaetod  by  Saian^  bH$  not  in  do/pair;  he  was  ca^ 
downy  but  not  deftroyod.  a  Con  iv.  9.  Indeed,  at 
faft  he  made  a  v^  good  ufe  of  Satan'i  aco^^onss 
for  as  Satan  acctifed  him  of  various  /ms^  Prodigs£i 
began  to  confefs  them  to  God  as  iaft  as  the  devil 
broug^  them  forth  $  this  is  making  the  beft  of  a 
bad  matter,  and  out-fhooting  the  enemy  with  his 
own  bow.  The  accufer,  finding  Prodigalis  at  this 
.work,  foon  ceafed  his  accufations,  and  began  to 
difpute  with  him  about  his  fonfhip.  The  plaintiff 
fhewed,  that  the  faints  of  God  in  the  days  of  old 
^ovld  work  miracl^Sji  ^d  caft  oucdevils  1  but  Pro- 
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cligalis  was  fo  hr  from  that  power  that  he  could 
not  deliver  himielf  from  a  temptation,  much  lefs 
work  miracles.  The  poor  foul  on  a  fudden  began 
to  find  the  word  of  God  flow  in  upon  his  mind, 
and  he  c^ned  his  mouth  againft  his  accufer  in  the 
following  manner : 

The  defendant  (heweth.  That  many  have  worked 
miracles  that  will  never  be  faved.  Matry  will/ay  in 
thai  dof^  Ij&rdy  Lord^  have  we  not  fropbefied  in  tiy 
namiy  €md  in  tby  name  caft  out  devils^  and  done  many 
ivonderfiU  works  f  unto  whom  the  Saviour  will  fay, 
I  never  knew  you.  The  Egyptian  magicians  worked 
miracles,  and  yet  were  no  children  of  God*  Devils 
may  work  miracksj  or  lying  wonders,  and  be  devils 
ftili.  Many  workers  of  miracles  the  Saviour  will 
refiife  in  the  great  day  i  but  a  pardoned  finner,  a 
believer  in  his  name,  he  will  never  difown.  The 
defendant  (hewed  moreover,  that  the  devil  wanted 
the  Saviour  to  fatisfy  him  of  his  being  the  Son  of 
God,  by  ftarting  an  if^  and  defiring  a  miracle :  J^ 
thou  he  the  Son  of  God^  command  that  theje  ft  ones  he 
made  bread.  Matt.  iv.  3.  But  the  Saviour  would 
not  fatisfy  his  adveriary  by  a  miracle,  but  left  him 
to  doubt  who  he  was,  or  to  find  it  out :  which 
$atan  foon'  did,  when  he  perceived  that  no  temp« 
cation  gained  ground.  But  he  felt  who  he  was 
when  he  entered  xjpon  his  miniftry — caft  out  devils 
— and  by  his  own  almighty  power  be^n  to  deftroy 
Satan's  works. 

0,4  The 
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The  adverfiiry  gaiqing  no  ground  upon  Prodl« 
gaits  by  this;i  went  back  and  pueeled  him  again 
upon  the  old  text.  He  ibat  if  born  QfG$dfim$Hy  mi  9 
and  here  he  foiled  the  poor  man  i  for  he  had  not 
a  right  underftanding  pf  that  tei(ti  nor  could  \m 
with  cbnfcicnce  ufe  the  ancient  faints'  commoa 
pleas.  Op  thefe  two  heads  the  plaintiff  g«uned 
ground :  therefore  Prodigalis  w^s  obliged  (o  tuni 
away  his  ears  froni  comnaon  pleas^  and  nDol^e  ufe  of 
them  that  s^e  too  feldom  ufed.  For  after  th^  M« 
cufer  had  gai{ied  a  confiderable  advantage  of  ium 
from^the  tex(  above  quoted ;  namely,  thtt  be  $b^ 
is  horn  of  Gfid  fipoeth  not,  th»  dfrffini^pt  crif4  QU^i 
yfif  WW  c/Cbrifi  ^li^ethfnm  aUjin*  i  J^rfw  i.  7i 
This  put  the  accufer  to  fiknc^,  Th^  defeo^mt 
finding  that^  produced  another  promifej  faying^  It 
is  written,  Btlfold  I  give  un$e  jfotf  pe^(r  to  tread  m 
Jerfents  and  Jcorf  ions ^  and  wfr  aiiJbf  power  ^fb% 
enenffi  wd  ni^tMng  Jball  by  a^  mean$  hurt  you^ 
l^uke  X.  i9«  This  weakened  the  temptation  greatly ) 
therefore  Prodigalis  followed  hirn  up  agaip,  f^yin^ 
It  is  written.  My  be^rt  isjixed^  trtfj^ine  «  ^be  f^ord^ 
in,  love  my  heart  is  fixed ;  ndr  can  all  yo^r  wil^ 
ever  ma^c  me  ^a^e  my  Sovereign^  Qr  make  m« 
ioyal  in  yoqr  int^reft:  therefore  I  «m  upoQ  the 
rock  I  ^pd  it  is  vritteo,  Tbat  tbe  ^^^44  of  bell  fMf 
not  prevail  againjt  it.  Matt,  xvi.  ih  Ji  is  wriWfj^ 
it  is  written^  gives  a  terrible  blow  to  the  9ccuier : 
he  cannot  ftapd  the  fword  of  the  Spirit,  nor  th« 
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power  of  the  Saviourt  who  is  tt^  fihnePs  odl3r  pka; 
'^  No  faKiehood  cm  ftand  the  touch  of  cekftial 
'*  ^mper/*  fays  Milton. 

Abimagx.  It  k  a  ble0ed  thing  to  be  wcU  in** 
ftrufisd  in  the  word  of  God:  the  word  of  tmdi 
is  both  fword  and  fhield.  It  is  through  thi  trnfarts 
ifthifciriftur4s  wi  baoe  bcpi.  The  BiUe  fliould  be 
read  by  every  beticvcr  as  the  will  of  his  heavenly. 
Fadier^  io  which  Jic^  his  vaft  inheritance ;  fcctired 
by  ahfbhite  and  unconditional  proBrifesy  which  wert 
made  to  Chri^  ^d  to  us  in  him,  aad  iU  ratiflec) 
with  a  divine  Yd  and  Amen. 

The  whole  covenant  of  pjtxnife .  that  was  made 

widi  the  &avipur>  and  mQl  the  promifes  and  bleffing* 

nf  diac  co?Mani»  were  giten  by  the  Father  to  the 
Sodi  and  by  tbt^Sob  to  us;  F^t  /  hwf  given  thm 

th$V9^ds  wkkk  tkm  g0V^  mi^mdtksf  bwereicemd^ 

ihm%0Kdh$f^  kmf»ujwrefy  tiM  I  €Mm  ouiftmiitbiei 

W  thPf  b0^  hlm;td  tb^  ii<mdi40Jmim.  Joim 

«viL  8.    And4iU  the fe  covenant  promifea  wid  b)e0u 

ings  will  be  found  io  the  church  in  the  great  day« 

when  the  emb  and  all  her  works  will  be  burnt  upv 

yea,  whet  att  books  are  burnt  up>  Bibles  and  aio^ 

thr  SpHit  of  Godi  and  the  word  of  God,  will  tfaea 

be  found  in  the  church  of  Chrift.     As  fir  me,  tkk 

is  atj^  i909euMf  wiib  them^/aUb  the  Lordi  ntf  Sfirt 

4b4^  is  Mpm  Aee%  and  Wf  werds  tobieb  I  bm^eput 

jjsi  thy  nmib,  fiM  tM  depart  ostt  rf  iiy  meutby  nor 

0tt  qf  the  tmmtb  of  thy  feed,  nor  ent  of  the  tmutb 

eftb^fied's  Jeedyfidtk  the  Lord^  from  bencrfertb  and 
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f9r  ever.  Ifa.lix.  ai.  Thtjs  the  word  and  the 
Spirit  win  return  in  the  church  unto  God,  the 
fountain  of  all  divine  happinefs,  and  the  eternal 
centre  from  whom  every  Ueffing  came  to  the 
church^/and  in  whom  they  all  muft  terminate  with 
the.  church. 

The  great  and  gram)  end  that  the  Almighty 
ahtied  at  in  his  great  woric3  is»  ^bat  in  the  ages  to 
€mne  be  m^tjhew  tbe  exceeding  rUbes  of  bis  grace^  m 
bis  kmdnefs  toward  us  tbnugb  Cbrift  Jefus.  EpL  il  7* 
^he  word  and  fpirit  which*  are  compared  to  rain, 
fliall  never  leave  the  world  tUl  all  die  €k€t  are 
called^  made  fruitAi], .  and  meetened  .  for  glory 
by  it.  For  as  tbe  rain  cometb  down^  andtbejkow 
from  beavett,  andreiumetb  not  tUtber^  butwat^retk  tbe 
eartby  and  mahtb  it  bring  fortb  Md  bud^  tbat  iimof 
groejeed  to  tbejower^  and  bread  to  tbe  eaUr :  JoflnU 
VTf  word  be  tbat  goetb  fertb  ont  of  wf  motab :  itfiaO 
notretumunto  me,void,  butiiJbaUaeeom^ifotbai  wbicb 
Ijleafe^  anditjball prober  in  tbe  tbing  wbereto  I  Jem  it. 
Ifa.  Iv.  ID,  II.  Pray,  obferve  the  above  text;  the 
end  of  a  Ihower  is  to  give  bread  to  tbe  eater  i  fo 
God's  word  and  Spirit,  compared  thereto,  is  to 
make  us>  being  wtanyy  one  breads  i  Cor.x«  17,  that 
as  the  Jbew  breads  or  tbe  bread  effaces^  was  ttt  on 
the  golden  table  in  the  moft  holy  place  every  (ab* 
bath  day  %  even  fo  fball  God*s  ele£b  be  prefented 
(not  like  Ephnum,  a  cake  not  turned^  Hofea  vii.  8, 
but  pcrfcaiy  leavened  by  the  Holy  Ghoft)  in  the 
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prefence  of  God ;  to  the  glory,  honour;  plcafurc^ 
and  &ttsfa&ion  of  every  attribute  of  God,  who 
in  the  end  will  be  all  and  all ;  when  the  eternal 
iabbath  (of  which  the  Jewilh  was  a  fign)  fhaU 
arrive. 

O  how  fweet  is  the  word  of  God !  and  what  a 
pity  that  fo  many  real  Chriftians  are  fo  little  ac- 
quainted with  it.  What  profound  myfteries  does 
it  fbmetimes  difclofe,  when  we  can  read  it  in  the 
language  of  our  own  bean's  experience^  and  feel  its 
divine  force  and  operations,  as  the  ble0ed  Spirit 
is  {^eafed  to  move  on  thofe  holy  waters  of  the 
fenfhiary.  * 

It  is  in  peruTing  the  word  that  we  converfe  with 
the  Father  in  his  fecret  decr^s  and  purpofes$  with 
the  .bleffed  Redeemer  in  his  great  undertakings, 
fiifierings,  and  fodi^comforting  difcourfes ; :  and 
:witb  the  blefled  Spirit|.who  fpoke  by  the  patriarchs, 
propliets>  and.  apoftles;  .  Yea,  i  have  often  found 
l^.fweeteil  companions,  and  the  greatieft  company, 
when  I  have  been  alone. .  It  is  by  the  Spirit's  ope- 
nuion,  by  the  bond  of  love,  by  a  unity  of  fentiment, 
9X}d  by  a  unity  of  the  faith  of  God's  eleA,  that  we 
^ame  to  the  general  ajfemhly  and  church  rf  thefirftbom 
which  are  written  in  heaven.  It  is  by  our  arraign*- 
meot  and  juftificatipn  th<U  we  ceme  to  God  the  judge 
efall ;  and  by  the  Spirit's  operation  that  we  come  to 
thejpirits  ofjufi  p^  made  perfeS.  Believing  in  Jefus 
for  life  and  f;^?ation,  is  coming  to  the  Mediator  of  the 
Itew  fovenant :  4nd  receiving  the  atonement  by  faith, 

is 
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J8  commg  to  tbd  Mood  o/JprhkUng^  tba/Jfeak$tb  hitcr 
iimgs  tbM  tbdt  rf  Jbd.  Helx  xii.  23^  24. 

O  how  I  love  a  Bible  Chriftiftn  !  A  bdicver  wh» 
is  not  a  conftant  reader  of  his  Bible  is  like  a  foUier 
without  arms.  The  reafon  of  fo  many  being  led 
aftray  into  all  manner  of  errors  is^  becaufe  diey  take 
their  religion  up  upon  tnift,  and  fo  fix  dieir^^id!6 
401  tbi  wifiom  of  men,  inftead  of  the  power  of  God. 
Chrift  tells  us  to/oarcb  thi/crrpOtires.  Tbe  prqthet 
fays9  To  tbo  law  and  to  tbftefiimony  $  iftbeyjpe^  not 
mcording  to  Hm  wordy  it  is  becmife  there  is  no  Ugki  in 
dmu  And  in  Job  we  are  Gommanded  to  pso^  for 
divine  teaching :  ffljat  I  know  not  teacb  tbm  $u,  . 
.  I  will  never  belxevfe  that  fb  manwwovid  be  led 
.to  credit  the  dodrinea  of  UmvcrfaUltSy  if  diey  wei^ 
convinced  of  the  necelBty  of  divine  teaching,  and 
led  to  receive  it  from  the  BiUft.  fJiey  wodd  find 
ao  univcr&I  grace,  nor  unrverfaii^emptioiitliere: 
nor  is  there  any  figns  of  it  iir 4ihe  world  at  prefeot; 
for  its  inhabkaats  fedn  toget  worfe  and  woift. 
But  do  give  ftie  a  little  further  account  of  Pmlf* 
.galis.  ' 

Cuftfu  The  advocates  for  free-wHl,  hiMHtn|K)M^, 
and  Dnivcrfal  grace,  may  extend  thdr  own  ^ky  and 
compaflion  as  far  as  they  pka<e :  btJt  divine  grace 
'and  mercy  are  the  properties  and  piieiogafivA  df 
'GoA :  and  therefore  they  hstve  no  right  nor  wsuiattt 
no  be  fo  profoie  and  lavifh  with  dvat  which  is  i^t 
'  their  own.  But  to  proceed.  After  Prodigalis  had 
,put  his  accufer  to  iilence  with  the  force  of  truth, 

thefe 
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tbeft  worsts  were  appUcd  with  power  to  Us  mind^ 
iM  us  tberrfore  came  Mdly  to  $Ih  tbrme  ofgr^te^  tbM 
^9v  mayi  ^Um  Mro'>  Mdfindffme  to  hip  iBtimetf 
iw^.  Heb»  Iv*  1 6.  This  was  a  reproof  to  Prodi- 
galis^  who  had  neglcded  diat  iBoft  bkflcd  dutf 
and  privilege  of  piaycn  It  was  likewile  to  encou- 
iage  him  ia  fatore;  And  the  latfier  part  of  the  tax 
coBiBinced  bim  that  he  woold  often  ftand  m  need 
of  mercy  and  help ;  and  that  if  he  would  have  thofe 
fcfeffings  he  oiufl:  pray  for  them.  He  obejred  the 
iftvitatiQit;  and  fee  \i^face  tofeek  Godhy  profsr  md 
Jkfipltcatimy  diough  ic  was  with  much  fliame  and 
confiifioa  of  iaoe  at  firft:  £br  his  unbelief^  his 
€owardiC€j(  his  mucmuriag^  aad  his  omittii^  prayer^ 
readings  peaking,  and  hearing  the  word^  ail  ftared 
him  ia  the  face.  The  Lord  will  not  be  negleded 
our  Sighted  without  ^ving  us  his  ienfible  dHappro^- 
bation  of  it»  The  Lord's  look  upon  Peter  con- 
veyed both  reproof  and  pity  \  and  Peter  fek  bod^ 
;when  he  wept  bitterly. 

But  notwithibnding  all  the  faults  of  poor  Prodi* 
g^Iis«  the  bleiTed  Saviour  vifited  him  again  with 
•bb  great  lalvadoo,  and  iealed  pardon  and  peace 
honae  on  his  heart  afi^^  tx>  kt  him  know  tbae 
peace  fhcHild  be  multiplied;  which,  fo  eftabliihjBd 
his  faith  in  the  unchangeable  loTe  of  God^  that  \tt 
m9B  ready  to  fay  in  this  his  profp^ity.  My  mwntam 
fimuU  ff^  Jirof^  I  fiudl  never  he'  moved:  Satan  now 
difappeared*  and  Frodi^ifr  went)  on  agi»n'  in  the 
-work  and  worihiy  oi  chje  I^iord^.  and»  if  poflibl^j 

he 
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lie  ftined  brighter^  was  more  humble,  and  vtHM 
ufeful  in  it  than  ufual  It  was  with  Prodigalis,-  in 
a  meafure,  as  it  was  with  his  Matter  s  /^ter  Saim$ 
had  ended  a  I  the  ttmptatumsy  Jefus  reiumed  in  the 
fewer  of  the  Spirit »  and  fo  did  he ;  for  he  brought 
many  comfortable  difcourfes  out  of  this  fiery  trial  f 
and  was  more  capable  of  fympathizing  with,  and 
fuccouring  the  tempted,  than  ever  he  had  been 
before. 

Abimaaz.  Of  all  fathers,  and  of  all  friends,  of  all 
parental  and  conjugal  affedions,  there  is  none  that 
bears  the  lead  reiemblance  to  that  love  and  pity 
.  that,  flows  to  penitent  finners  from  the  Father  tfai 
mercies^  and  Cod  of  aU,  cenfm  through  Je/ks  Cbr^i 
It  is  fo  aflfeftmg  to  me,  that  I  never  can  fed  it 
without  the  deepeft  contrition  i  nor  can  I  even 
hear  of  the  manifeftadon  of  it  to  others,  without 
finding  nr^  head  furtAfhtd  with  water ^  and  mine  efes  a 
fountain  of  tears.  God  the  Father's  love>  and  the 
fufferings  of  Jefus  Chrift,  to  procure  fo  great  fal^ 
vation  for  the  greatefl:  of  finners,  wlien  applied  by 
the  Holy  Ghoft,  ftrikes  a  man  dead  to  fin,  and  to  aH 
the  world.  A  foul  in  fpiritual  union  with  the 
Saviour,  and  favoured  with  a  believing  view  of  the 
benefits  of  his  death,  with  a  feeling  &nfe  of  his  inte* 
rett  in  it,  and  with  the  enjoyment  of  pardon  and 
peace  procured  by  it,  receives  fo  deep  an  impref- 
fion  of  divinity,  and  feels  fo  weighty  a  fonfationi 
that,  if  it  were  to  continue,  it  would  be  impoffible 
for  an  human  foul  in  this  life  to  fuftainit.  -  The 

foul 
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CoxjH  di0bliFes  in  it  as  tn  ointment;  all  compasf  ii 
burdenfome;  and  the  body  would  be  fo  ntgjit&td,^ 
that  it  would  not  be  able  to  cont^  its  heavenly 
inhabitant.  Hence  it  \s,  that  we  fo  often  feel  ftrong 
conflids  before  we  receive  thefe  kind  indulgences^, 
and  have  them  generally  counterbalanced  with 
ibme  iucceeding  affliftion^  which  is  to  keep  the 
ibul  in  an  even  icale  {  it  being  part  earthly  and  part 
heavenly.  And  it  may  be  obferved,  that  the  draft 
is  d^y  felt  in  one  or  other  of  thefe  balances. 

Go  on,  my  brother. — You  muft  excufe  my 
breaking  in  upon  you  ;  for  when  any  part  of  the 
narrative  of  Prodigalis  agrees  with  my  own  ex- 
perience of  the  Saviour's  great  mercy  to  me,  my 
bowels  yearn,  and  my  heart  is  ready  to  burft ;  I 
am  obliged  therefore  to  inoitate  Elihu,  Speak,  that 
I  nutf  be  eaffd. 

Cujhi.  Why,  Prodigalis,  after  this,  wen^on  in  a 
very  comfortable  and  fuccefsful  way ;  and  for  a 
confiderable  time  feemed  well  eftablilhed,  and  was 
cminendy  ufcful  >  and  as  he  was  remarkably  fond 
of  ftudy,  and  private  retirement,  he  kept  iip  aclofe 
communion  with  his  God ;  and  being  of  an  hea-> 
venly  mind,'  his  plealing  element  was  divine  me- 
ditation ;  theft,  with  the  deep  experience  of  his 
heart,  furnilhed  him  both  with  word  and  power 
for  the  minifterial  work,  better  than  all  theuniverli- 
ties  and  academies  in  the  world.  A  gracclcfs  col- 
legian underftood  no  more  of  his  celeftial  oratory 
than  Prodigalis  did  of  Arabic.  - 

In 


*  la  procds  of  rime  ic  happtned  due  ^iriow 
errors  began  to  ipread  and  gaun  grouad  ia  rhofe 
parts  where  his  mmifteriat  work  ky ;  and  as  Pro* 
dig^is  had  not  been  fiifirred  to  ftumble  into  wif  of 
thofe  errors,  he  was  at  a  lofi  for  argimnent  to  op* 
pole  them.  Several  of  the  falfe  ambaftdors  chal« 
Icnged  and  often  diluted  with  Prodigaiis;  yotf 
know  there  are  none  more  daring,  more  confident, 
or  Ru>re  bold,  than  thofe  that  are  hardened  imder 
the  gofpel,  and  blinded  by  the  devil.  In  order  to 
fiirniih  himfelf  with  weapons  for  thefe  champions, 
Frodigatis  took  to  reading  feveral  books  of  cfacir 
tenets,  that  he  might  dive  into  dieir  ermvs,  and 
overthrow  their  arguments.  This  dry,  barfsen,  and 
foul-deftroying  ftudy,  foon  brought  Prodigalj^iioai 
bis  heavcnly-mindednefi ;  and  the  fweet  vcSeetbitig 
dew  that  uled  daily  to  fall  on  his  (bul  waa  ftnfiUy 
withheld*  Thefe  books  brought  an  heavy  gloom 
on  his  mind,  which  beclouded  his  underfta^ing; 
and  fome  of  their  fobife,  cunning,  ardul,  crafcf> 
and  fophiftical  arguments,  at  times  puz^d  his 
judgment,  though  his  heart  and  foul  heaved  widi 
indignation  againft  the  whde  of  their  wOrks. 

Now  wa^  the  dnne  for  Satan  to  work  ag^uni 
and  as  Prodigalis  had  been  a  litde  lifted  up  through 
the  abundance  of  the  revelations,  U>aie  of  theft 
errors  was  a  thorn  in  his  flefh,  and  as  meffhigers  ^ 
Satan  they  buffeted  him  (which  God  permitted),  l^ 
he  Jbould  he  exalted  above  me^ure.  2  Con  xii.  7.  Tha 
devil  fct  in  with  many  of  thoie  errors^and  gained 
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a  iecond  advantage  over  him^  until  by  buffeting 
his  mind,  by  fuggefting  thefe  errors  perpetually  to 
him,  he  fedfibly  wounded  Prodigalis  in  his  judg- 
ment, filled  his  foul  with  confufion^  and  kept  truth 
and  falsehood  in  a  perpetual  debate  on  his  mind. 
This  withered  all  his  joys,  banilhed  peace  and 
comfort  from  his  heart,  and  left  him  to  bemoan 
a  fenHble  fufpenfion  of  fpiritual  life  and  divine 
coniblatlon* 

Abimaaz.  O  how  dangerous  are  erroneous  books ! 
What  havoc  have  they  made  in  the  church  of  Chrift ! 
They  are  nets  which  the  Lord  permits  the  infernal 
fowler  to  fpread,  in  order  to  catch  hypocrites,  who 
receive  not  the  truth  in  the  love  of  it,  and  to  humble 
ibme  of  his  own  children,  who,  inftead  oftrufling  in 
the  Lw^  with  all  ibeir  hearts^  lean  too  mucb  to  tbiir 
own  underftanding. 

Prodigalis  had  no  bufinefs  to  fifli  in  any  fuch 
waters,  but  to  dive  deeper  and  deeper  into  the 
myllery  and  fpirit  of  God*s  truth :  truth  is  fuffi- 
cient  bodi  for  fhield  and  buckler.  Let  a  man  arm 
himfelf  with  this>  and  through  grace  he  will  be  able 
to  ftand  and  withftand.  Nothing  overthrows  error 
like  plain  and  fimple  truth  brought  from  God  by 
prayer ;  and  the  knowledge  of  it,  thft  experience  of 
it,  and  the  practice  of  it  infilled  on  by  the  power 
of  the  Holy  Ghoft.  Thefe  things,  delivered  by  one 
who  has  an  experience  of  them,  attended  with  a 
folemn  appeal  to  God  and  confcience,  carry  all  be- 
fore them,  except  the  prefumptuous,  whom  God 

R  in 


(    «44    ) 

in  ]u(t  judgment^  and  to  their  own  defttiK^ion, 
permits^  like  Jannes  and  Jambres,  imperioully  to 
ftand  their  ground. 

For  my  part,  I  hate  to  fee  a  young  Chriftian 
trying  the  ftrength  of  his  judgment  by  an  erroneous 
book,  or  an  erroneous  miniftry.  I  always  think  it 
is  a  daring  prefumptuous  tempting  of  God,  and 
provoking  of  him  to  leave  us  expofed  to  the  temp- 
tations of  the  devi],  as  a  proof  of  his  difapprobation, 
and  a  juft  reproof  for  our  prefumption.  yfl/  tbat 
ever  came  before  me^  faith  the  Saviour,  were  tbievts 
and  robbers ;  but  the  Jbeep  did  not  bear  tbem.  John 
X.  8.  And  many  fuch  thieves  and  robbers  arc  yet 
to  come ;  and  we  are  commanded  not  to  follow 
them :  Jnd  Je/us  anftvered  and/aid  ttnto  tbem.  Take 
heed  tbat  no  man  deceive  you :  for  manyjhall  come  in 
my  name ^  Jay  ingy  I  am  Cbrijl^  andjball  deceive  many. 
Matt.  xxiv.  4, 5.  jfnd  many  falfe  propbets  Jball  arife, 
andjhall  deceive  many.  Matt,  xxiv,  1*1.  Go  not  after 
them,  norfollo^j)  tbem.  Luke  xvii.  23.  ^aie  heed  bow 
ye  hear.  Beware  of  the  leaven  of  the  Pharifees  and 
of  the  Sadducecs^  zvbicb  is  bypocrify.  All  thefe  arc 
warnings  and  cautions  that  we  fhould  not  tenlpt 
God.  He  commands  us  to  beware  of  dogs^  PhiL 
iii,  a ;  and  not  to  be  fo  fond  of  taking  tbem  by  the 
ears.  Pro  v.  xxvi.  17. 

The  Lord  grant  that  I  may  ever  exercife  my 
mind  in  the  knowledge  of  good,  and  not  ftudy  the 
myftcries  of^iritual  wickednefs.  Eph.  vi.  1 2.  Adam 
tind  Eve  were  happy  while  they  knew  only  good; 
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but  when  they  attained  to  the  knowledge  of  evil^ 

they  foon  found  the  "  knowledge  of  evil  got,  and 

*'  of  good  loft/*  as  faith  the  learned  Milton:  and 

fb  nnany  happy  fouls  have  found  it  fince,  by  diving 

ioto  the  infernal  myfteries  of  ghoftly  iniquity.     If 

is  life  eternal  io  kn$w  Gody  andjejus  Chriji  whom  he 

hatbjent ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  devils,  who 

are  mafters  of  arts  with  refpedi;  t6  their  knowledge 

of  the  myfteries  of  iniquity,  are  as  far  from  ha{^i« 

neis  as  divine  felicity  can  place  them.    Some  in« 

deed  read  all  forts  of  authors,  in  order  to  obtain 

the  right  knowledge  of  God,  and  the  way  of  fal** 

vadon,  by  human  means.     And  we  may  fay  of 

them,  as  a  great  apoftle  faith,  They  are  ever  learnings 

hut  never  able  to  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truths 

The  Star  of  Jacob  can  never  be  found  out  by  a 

tefefcope :  nor  can  a  faving  knowledge  of  God  be 

obtained  by  all  the  lines  of  praftical  philofophy« 

The  man  into  whoie  heart  God  (bines  knows  him, 

but  no  other.    For  God^  who  commanded  the  light 

tojhine  out  ofdarknejsy  hath  Jbined  into  our  hearts, 

i$  give  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God 

in  tkeface  ofjefus  Chrift.  2  Con  iv.  6.    This  is  the 

only  revealed  way  that  a  faving  knowledge  of  God 

can  be  attained  in :  philofophical  rules  are  wholly 

excluded  in  this  matter :  Beware  leji  any  manfpoil 

ytfu  through  fbilofophy  and  vain  deceit  i  after  the  tra^ 

ditions  of  men^  after  the  rudiments  of  the  worldy  and 

not  after  ChriJl.  CoL  ii.  8. 

Cujbi.    I  much  admire  your  aflertions.    Divine 

R  a  knowledge 


(^44) 

knowledge  mud  be  fought  with  a  fuppliant  knee  aC. 
a  throne  of  grace  ;  to  feck  it  any  other  way  is  a 
contempt  of  the  revealed  will  of  God,  and  an  at- 
tempt to  be  wife  above  what  is  written.  And  the 
farther  they  go  to  find  out  God  by  human  means, 
the  deeper  they  fink  into  error.  To  meafure  divine 
perfections,  and  divine  conduct,  by  human  lines,  and 
tracing  all  from  the  proper  centre,  down  to  the  bar 
of  depraved  and  unrenewed  reafon,  is  puzzling  the 
human  foul  in  her  fallen  ftate,  and  loading  her 
rationality  with  a  burden,  under  which  Ihe  is  fiire 
(without  divine  aid)  to  fink, 
'  When  any  child  of  God  meets  with  a  difficult 
text  of  icripture,  a  difficult  experience,  'or  provi- 
dence, how  is  his  mind  burdened,  until  by  humble 
prayer  he  caft  it  off,  or  rcfolve  it  in  the  (bvereign 
will  of  his  God ;  which,  when  done,  his  faculties 
refumfe  their  ufual  vigour,  and  he  moves  fweedy 
in  his  heavenly  fphere  •,  and  by  thefe  things  he  finds 
that  God  lays  no  more  on  him  than  he  enables  him 
to  bear. 

Many  have  been  drowned  in  error,  open  pro- 
fanity, defpondency,  defpair,  deftruftion,  and  per^ 
dition,  by  attempting  the  knowledge  of  Infinite 
Divinity  by  human  wifdom,  inftead  of  fubmitting 
human  wifdom  to  that  which  is  divine  and  infinite. 
IVho  can  find  out  the  Almighty  to  ferfeSion  t  it  is 
ligher  than  heaven,  and  deeper  than  hell;  hroader 
than  the  earthy  and  wider  than  the  Jea.  Job  xi.  7, 
8,  9.  .It  has  puzzled  many  of  the  learned  naturalifts 
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in  the  world  to  unfold  the  noyfteries  of  the  thunder^ 
and  thofe  ftrange  phsenomenas  the  burning  moun- 
tains. In  thefe  things  they  are  jufl;  as  much  at  an 
UACertsunty  as  Moore's  Almanac  is  in  its  predidtionSj 
from  the  afpeds  of  the  planets,  concerning  the 
weather,  which^  from  the  bed:  obfervations  that  I 
have  made,  have  hitherto  been  contrary  to  the 
events  produced  by  Providence. 

The  real  believer,  when  he  hath  confidered  his 
frame,  can  with  humble  adoration  fay  with  the 
Pfalmift,  /  amfearfuUy  and  wmderfully  made.  And 
with  refpeft  to  the  works  of  creation,  and  all  the 
myfieries  of  nature,  he  can  admire  their  Author, 
and  (ay,  In  xoifdim  baft  thou  made  ibem  all. 

But  to  proceed. — This  was  one  of  the  moft 
puzzling  trials  that  ever  Prodigalis  had  met  with ; 
for  when  the  arch  enemy  had  gained  an  advantage 
over  him,  and  blinded  his  underftanding,  there  was 
not  a  myftcry  in  the  Bible  but  he  put  his  //  to,  and 
attempted  to  raife  doubts  in  his  mind  about.  The 
royftery  of  the  Trinity ;  the  wonderful  myftery  of 
our  Lord*8  incarnation  and  eifential  divinity  $  the 
veracity  and  authenticity  of  the  Bible;  the  exiftence 
of  Jehovah ;  and  even  the  exiftence  of  fallen  angels, 
was  not  left  out  of  the  dreadful  difpute ;  though 
Prodigalis  had  fenfibly  felt  the  power^  and  wonder- 
fully feen  the  workings  of  all  things  then  in  debate. 
O  how  careful  ihould  a  child  of  God  be  to  avoid 
thefe  things !  How  many  have  gone  limping  and 
halting  to  their  graves,  broken  in  judgment,  barren 
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in  foul,  fruitlefs  in  life,  and  tonfufed  in  rnind^  onlf 
by  reading  erroneous  books ! 

This  trial  eficfhially  cured  Prodigatis  of  Astt 
difeafe.  After  this  he  afted  like  thofe  in  tjt^ 
AOis ;  jind  many  that  believed  came^  and  anfejfed^ 
and  Jbewed  tkeir  deeds.  Many  cf  them  al/o  wbiA 
ujed  curious  arU^  brcugbi  thdr  hooks  together ^  ^nd 
burned  them  before  all  men:  and  they  counted  the 
price  of  tbemy  and  found  it  ffty  thsufand  pieces  of 
filver :  fo  mighty  grew  the  %vord  of  God  and  fr^ 
vailed.  Ads  xix,  i  S^  19,  20.  Ancient  books  of 
.curious  arts>  and  modem  boc^  of  cuHed  errors^ 
^e  both  of  one  lineage ;  all  came  frooi  one  in- 
fernal fource,  and  lead  to  the  fame  infernal  end. 
Embracing  of  an  error  is  receiving  z,  Ue;  an4 
iiolding  of  a  lie  is  certain  deftrudion.  And  fhfr^ 
fiall  in  no  wife  enter  into  it  any  thing  that  defiletb^ 
neither  wbatfoever  worketh  abomination^  or  makeA  a 
lie ;  but  thfy  which  are  written  in  the  Lamb*s  book  of 
life.  Rev.  xxi,  27. 

Ahimaaz.  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  fiery  trial 
cared  Prodigalis  of  that  difeafe.  It  was  with  him 
as  it  was  with  the  Jews;  they  were  in  general 
doating  upon  idols  until  their  BabyloniAi  cap^ 
tivity  s  but  the  commandment  of  the  king  of  Ba« 
bylon  in  the  plains  of  DUra,  Dan.  iii.  i,  was  a 
fufiicient  purge  to  cleanfe  them:  at  their  return 
Ephi  aim  was  heard  to  fay,  ff^hat  have  I  to  do  any 
tpore  with  idols  ?  Hofca  xiv,  8. 

Qtftn-    It  was  for  piany  months  that  ProdigaK^ 
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lay  In  that  confuied  and  bewildered  ftate ;  and  yet, 
at  the  fame  time,  never  advanced  in  public  one 
ieatence  but  what  was  point  blank  againU  thoie 
srrors  that  his  mind  was  harafiied  with ; .  but  lurely 
nothing  but  an  experience  of  a  work  of  graoe^  andl 
thp  mighty  power  of  God,  can  ever  keep  a  foul 
found  in  the  truth  through  fuch  ftrange^  myde* 
riousj  and'confufed  wanderings.  However^  it  wa> 
an  bumbling  leflbn  to  Prodigalis,  which  none  but 
God  aod  bimfelf  knew ;  and  the  application  of  this 
text  funk  him  into  a  iRoy  ftrange  frame  of  mind ; 
Hear  ye^  and  give  eari  be  not  proud  ^  for  the  Lord 
iatb  ^oken.  Give  ghry  tot  tke  Lord  your  God,  he^- 
fore  be  caufe  darknejs^  and  before  your  ftetftumble 
upon  the  dark  mountamsi  and  while  ye  look  for  ligbty 
be  turn  it  into  the  Jhadow  of  deaths  and  make  it 
jprofs  darknefs.  ]er.  xiii,  15,  i6.  Nor  was  it  without 
a  deal  of  hard  wreftling  with  God  in  prayer  that  he 
got  deliverance ;  God  made  him  feel  the  binding 
€&Gts  cf  error>  that  he  might  be  (ati&fied  with 
the  knowledge  of  truth)  and  not  launch  into 
the  perilous  deep  of  confufion^  where  there  is  no 
anchorage. 

Thefirft  text  that  came  as  a  prelude  to  his  deli* 
verance  was,  They  alfo  that  erred  in  fpirit  fiaU 
eme  to  under/landing,  and  they  that  murmured  Jball 
learn  doSrine.  Ifa.  xxix.  04.  The  hlefied  Redeemer 
appeared  agam,  and  fet  matters  to  rights  both  in 
his.confcience  and  judg^ientj  but  yet  ;left  Jiim  for 
fome  years  to  feel  a  fenfible  breach  in  his  fpirit, 
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which  ferved  as  a  mark  for  Sacan  to  caft  his  darts 
et.  This  was  to  convince  hiin,  that  he  had  di(l 
pleafed  the  Lord  in  his  cqrious  diving  into  the  in* 
fernal  depths  of  Satan,  which  Prodigalis  was  fenfible 
of.  Yet  in  the  end  it  turned  put  to  ibme  good 
iefFeft.  For  after  this  he  was  very  ielf-^iffidem  i 
very  earncft  in  cautioning  others  againft  error;  and 
faw  that  nothing  but  a  real  experience  of  the  truths 
and  a  living  faith  in  omnipotent  power,  could  ever 
keep  any  foul  in  fuch  a  fiery  trial  From  this  time 
he  became  a  moft  zealous  reprover  and  oppo(er  of 
error  j  which  gave  dilguft  to  many  who  were  entire 
ilrangers  to  his  conflids,  and  therefore  altogether 
ignorant  of  his  inward  fufferings,  and  of  the  wretched 
bitternefs  th^t  had  been  communicated  to  his  mind 
Many  of  his  hearers  judged  him,  and  condemned 
his  fpirit,  his  zeal,  experience,  and  miniftry.  But 
Ibon  after,  God  permitted  a  few  of  them  to  feel  the 
fame  ;  which  ferved  to  quench  their  love  to  thefe 
jninifters  of  falfehood,  and  led  them  to  prize  the 
truth  the  more,  and  tboie  that  are  zealous  advo^ 
cates  for  it ;  fuch  as  thefe  afterwards  became  his 
moft  ftedfaft  and  moft  faithful  fricnd$.  They  began 
to  find  and  feel  the  worth  of  him  as  an  inftrument; 
and  were  fully  perfuaded,  that  if  God  Ihould  remove 
him  they  would  fenfibjy  feel  their  lo6.  However, 
by  fome  of  no  experience,  his  zeal  was  condemned 
as  a  bad  ipirit ;  his  levelling  the  force  of  truth 
againft  errors,  was  called  perfonal  reflexions ;  and 
hi^  clofe  attachment  to  his  Qwn  teftimony  was 
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called  fmgularity :  and  if,  by  followirig  the  divine 
tuition  of  God,  he  ftept  but  one  inch  from  the 
rules  of  commentators,  he  was  charged  with  being 
erroneous,  though  none  of  his  enemies  could  prove 
him  a  minifter  of  error  either  in  life  or  doSlrine. 

jihimaaz.  Every  faint  (as  Job  fays)  muft/ee  God 
for  himfelf  and  not  for  another :  they  muft  receive 
their  gofpel  from  God  by  the  power  of  his  Spirit, 
if  thef  preach  fo  as  to  fave  tbemfelves  and  them  that 
hear  them.  The  apoftle  could  boaft,  that  the  go(pel 
that  he  preached  was  not  after  man  \  that  he  learned 
it  not  of  man,  neither  was  he  taught  it  but  by  the 
revelation  of  Jefus  Chriji.  Gal.  i.  1 2.  It  is  a  moft 
daring  piece  of  wickednels  to  oppofe  a  man  in  his 
own  perfonal  teftimony  for  God,  when  he  is  able  to 
prove  it  to  be  confbnant  with  the  fcriptures,  and 
fupports  it  by  the  fame.  For  my  part,  I  believe 
chat  all  whom  the  Lord  fends  into  his  vineyard  to 
labour,  can  give  fome  account  of  the  reafon  of  the 
hope  that  is  in  them :  but  there  are  fome  fcnt  out 
by  diflenting  academies,  and  from  our  univerfiries, 
who  pretend  they  are  fent,  or  inwardly  moved,  by 
the  Holy  Ghoft  to  take  that  office  upon  them :  but 
they  take  pretty  good  care  never  to  inform  the 
church  of  God  at  large  how  that  inward  moving 
was  begun  and  carried  on  in  them  :  and  what  is  ftill 
worfe,  they  often  oppofe  thofc  that  can. 

God  is  a  fovereign,  and  he  will  proclafm  it ;  and 
I  much  quefiion,  if  ever  he  leaves  the  earth  without 
ibme  witnels  or  other,  who  will  be  deemed  by 
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fomc  an  irregular,  wd  by  others  a* bigoted  dif- 
icnter.  To  monopolize  the  gofpel,  or  confine  it 
to  aay  party  or  fet  of  men,  is  like  making  an 
hedge  round  a  cuckow,  in  order  to  detain  her  all 
the  winter. 

CuJbL  I  have  heard  of  late  that  Ibme  have  ex- 
punged the  book  of  Efther  from  their  ftudies  as 
nothing  but  a  dry  hiflory,  not  canonical  i  though 
the  whole  contents  of  it  are  the  fufierings  of  the 
church,  the  falvation  of  God's  c\e&,  the  fulfilment 
of  prophecies,  and  the  experience  of  God*s  favour* 
ites ;  all  which  harmonize  exa£Uy  with  all  the  other 
iacred  books  of  fcripture. 

However,  Prodigalis  iled&ftly  taught  the  doc- 
trines that  God  had  applied  to  his  heart ;  he  en- 
forced the  power  that  himfelf  had  &k ;  and  endea- 
voured, according  to  his  light  received,  to  back  it 
with  the  word  of  God.  Nor  were  his  labours  in 
vain ;  God  owned  it  to  the  falvadon  of  many  ibuls  i 
nor  did  he  ever,  after  this  iharp  trial,  pry  with  a 
vain  curioOty  into  the  myfteries  of  Satan.  The 
Bible,  and  the  books  of  good  men,  were  fufficient 
to  fatisfy  him ;  and  I  wifli  that  every  child  o£Goi 
were  contented  with  the  fame. 

After  this  fiery  trial  he  did  not  mount  fo  uncom« 
monly  high  in  his  joys  as  ufual  i  but  he  walked  m 
a  more  fleady  faith  and  frame  of  mind :  not  fo 
eafily  caft  down  as  formerly,  nor  lifted  up  to  fuch 
an  amazing  height  in  divine  raptures.  In  ihori^ 
the  devil  could  neither  deflroy  his  hqpe,  nor  pre*- 
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vail  with  him  to  doubt  of  his  imereft  io  the 
Saviour :  yet  he  travelled  do  with  much  broken^ 
Dds  of  heart  before  God,  and  laboured  hard  under 
a  daily  feo(e  of  his  manifold  infirmities* 

jibimaaZf  I  have  often  found  my  mind  fenfibfy 
injured  and  wounded  only  by  the  rehearial  of  an 
error,  and  the  fophiftical  garb  in  which  an  advocate 
for  the  devil  had  fwaddled  it  up,  in  order  to  de* 
grade  the  truth  of  God^  and  deceive  the  hearts  of 
the  fimplc,  which  is  no  wonder  j  for  it  is  the  juft 
chat  the  devil  aims  to  injure  i  he  hath  the  wicked 
\n  his  own  poflelfion.  Hence  it  is  that  he  cannot 
deceive  the  godly  without  blending  the  truth  with 
ills  liesj  and  the  more  truth  the  more  taking, 
as  may  be  fecn  in  the  word  of  God,  The  temp- 
tation that  he  brought  to  Eve  had  fome  of  God*f 
word  io  it }  and  fo  had  that  which  he  brought  to 
^e  Saviour ;  though  both  were  perverted  fo  as  to 
lead  to  prefumption :  for  in  all  Satan's  turnings  and 
windings  he  always  purfues  one  end,  which  is,  the 
promotion  of  his  own  kingdom,  to  the  diflionour 
of  God  in  the  deftru&ion  of  fouls. 

O  how  many  are  there  in  this  day,  and  fome 
that  I  perfonally  know,  who  have  been  feduced 
from  a  tolerable  prdeflfion  of  the  gofpei,  and  from 
an  apparent  reformation,  only  by  reading  the  curled 
^ftems  of  error,  which  to  this  day  are  fo  harnefled 
with  it,  that,  as  the  prophet  fays,  Truth  is  fallen^ 
^nd  equiiy  canwt  enter^  Ifa.  lix.  1 5  i  the  delufion  is 
fo  ftrong* 

I  Such 
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Such  profely  tes  will  add  to  the  torments  of  thofe 
who  have  left  their  curfed  traps  behind  them ;  and 
its  they  have  appeared  as  blind  leaders  in  this 
world,  they  will  appear  fuprcme  in  mifery  in  the 
next.  Such  men  die  not  in  their  own  fm  onfy. 
Numb,  xxvii.  3 ;  but  they  have  entailed  the  fins 
and  dcftrudion  of  thoufands  on  the  fcore  of  their 
own  fouls  i  having  Jbut  up  the  kingdom  qf  heaven 
agoing  men ;  not  entering  themfshes^  ntnr  fuffering 
others  to  enter. 

I  have  feen  erroneous  men  in  fuch  a  light  as 
can  never  be  defcribed :  but  the  great  day  wiU 
reveal  it:  the  whole  myftery  of  iniquity  (hall  be 
difcovered  by  the  hrightnefs  of  the  Lord's  rifing^  and 
be  confumed  with  the  breath  of  bis  lips. 

Cujbi.  However,  this  is  a  comfort^  that 
though  it  be  faid,  if  it  werepoffibU  they  fiotdd  decme 
the  very  eleEt  \  yet  that  litde  if  is  worth  a  thouiand 
worlds  i  for  it  renders  it  an  impoffibility  for  a 
cho(en  veflel  to  be  finally  deceived  \  and  furely 
Prodigalis  is  a  living  witnefs  of  this  truth  \  and 
this  trial  of  his  cured  his  ears  of  their  itching^ 
and  convinced  him  of  the  need  of  ftudying  and 
(licking  clofe  to  the  book  of  God.  He  found 
that  error,  as  well  as  the  leaft  tranigrefTion,  made 
fad  breaches  in  his  comfortable  union  and  com- 
munion with  his  ever  bleffed  Saviour  \  which  is 

* 

the  life  and  Ibul  of  all  real  religion.  And  indeed 
he  found  it  no  eafy  work  to  obtain  it  again  s 
which  when  obtained  made   him  prize    it   the 

more. 
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more,  and  made  him  the  more  fearful  to  of^ 
feixL 

Abimaaz.  For  my  part  I  have  not  a  doubt  but 
thefe  things  were  made  ufeful  to  him  in  his  future 
miniflry :  fof)  as  he  had  fenfibly  felt  the  bondage 
and  confufion  of  error^  it  muft  ierve  as  a  fpur  to 
his  future  zeal  in  oppofing  error  with  the  force  of 
truth,  becaufe  his  own  foul  had  felt  the  wretched 
cfTeAs  of  it. 

Cuftn.  Indeed  aU  things  work  together  for  good  to 
them  that  bve  God^  and  are  the  caUed  according  to  bis 
fterptfe.  But  Chrift  tells  us  to  take  heed  bow  we 
bear ;  and  Prodigalis  has  feen  that  text  in  its  true 
meaning,  and  obediently  took  the  caution  s  and  is 
cfieftually  convinced,  that  nothing  lefs  than  an 
heart*felt  experience  of  the  truth,  the  teachings  of 
the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  the  Lord*s  fupporting  hand, 
could  ever  keep  a  man  found  in  the  faith,  when, 
ftrongly  oppofed  either  by  the  devU  or  his  agents. 

Abimaaz.  And  was  the  latter  part  of  his  life 
finooth  and  even  ?  Did  he  continue  ftedfaft  in  his 
teftimony,  apd  induflrious  in  the  miniftry  of  the 
word? 

Cujbi.  He  continues  fledfaft  for  aught  I  know, 
to  this  day ;  but  as  for  an  even  path>  I  believe 
that  feldom  lafts  long  with  fuch  an  one  as  he. 
When  a  man  has  been  delperately  wicked  from  his 
youth,  and  accuftomed  to  many,  evil  pradicesi 
if  fuch  an  one  be  called  by  grace,  he  has  his  old 
befetting  fins  to  ftruggle  with;  they  will  purfue 

him^ 
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him  J  and  although  the  goodnefs  of  God  is  fo  great 
as  to  keep  him  iy  bis  mighty  pwet^  through  f Mb  unto 
Jalvationi  yet  his  old  habitual  cuftoms  die  devil 
often  brings  ftrongly  to  his  mind :  and  if  thefe 
arc  indulged,  even  but  in  thought,  divine  comforts 
are  oft  abated.     Againft  thefe  he  long  prayed,  and 
at  times  thought  he  greatly  prevailed :  but  to  his 
forrow  he  ftill  feels,  that  when  be  would  do  good^  evil 
is  frejent  with  bim.    He  often  envied  thofc  who 
had  been  kept  from  the  vices  and  follies  of  child-* 
hood  and  youth  j  judging  that  they  had  not  iuch 
habitual  cuftoms  of  evil  to  grapple  with,  as  diofe 
that  have  run  with  the  reins  on  their  own  necks 
into  an  open  courfe  of  wickednefs-     He  always 
faid,  that  the  beft  antidote  againft  the  troublcfomc 
thoughts  of  vanity  was — ^labouring  in  the  miniftry, 
private  ftudy,  private  meditation,  private  prayer, 
private  communion  with  God,  and  fpiritual  con* 
verfation  with  found  and  lively  Chriflians.  In  thefe 
things  he  delighted  as  in  his  moft  pleafmg  element. 
But  he  was  very  cautious  not  to  ftand  in  the  way 
of  finners;  nor  yet,  in  any  difpute  with  the  wicked 
or  erroneous,  give  up  one  fingle  article  of  the 
teftimony   that  God  had   applied   to  his   heart  i 
finding  it  fo  confiftent  with  the  unerring  word  of 
God,  which  muft  ever  be  our  rule.     Prodigalis 
knew  that  the  prudent  were  crowned  with  knowl$dgei 
and  that  crown  we  muft  not  give  up.    Hold  fa^ 
that  which  thou  baft^  that  no  man  take  thy  crown,  fays 
the  Saviour. 

Mfimaaz* 
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jfhimaaz.  Thofe  fouls  that  are  kept  in  that 
youth  from  an  open  courfc  of  wickedncfs>  have 
not  thofe  cutting  and  bitter  reflefUons,  when 
brought  under  convidloAB,  that  the  vile  and  vicious 
have  I  yet  I  have  often  obfervedj  that  their  former 
l^jalicy  has  ftuck  as  clofe  to  their  fouls  tx>  keep 
thein  in  bondage,  as  the  bad  pradices  of  others  do 
to  bring  them  into  fin.  I  myfelf  was  kept  veiy 
i^right  and  moral  through  aU  the  days  of  my 
naoural  ftaiie,  to  outward  appearance;  bu^  alas  I 
Cod  fees  mi  as  num/tesi  mm  looks  as  she  outward 
afpeararuej  hut  God  looketb  on  the  boartf  i  Sanu 
xvi.  7 ;  and  ib  I  found  it^  for  my  felf*fufficiency, 
felf-righteoufhefs,  and  legal  pride: — ^thefe  heart 
fms  were  as  deteftable  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  as 
die  c^en  profanity  even  of  Prodigalis  himfeU; 
And  akhough  his  arraignment  and  trial  was  dread^- 
ful  to  pafs  through^  yet  his  wonderful  deliverance 
afibrded  as  ftrong  a  confolation  as  the  other  did  a 
grievous  affliifbion. 

Befides>  my  brother^  you  know  that  none  but 
the  eleft  are  called !  H^bom  be  didpred^aie^  Asjo 
be  a^  called.  And  the  eled  are  all  known  of  God : 
ff^hom  be  did  foreknow,  tbem  be  did  prede/iiHote.  This 
being  the  cafe,  $be  bounds  of  tbeir  babiSaiionf  the 
place  and  time  of  their  converfion,  yeaj  the  manner 
how>  and  even  the  mouib  made  choice  of  Ads  xv.  7, 
in.  order  to  conyey  the  word  of  life  to  their  con^ 
verlion^  is  all  fbre*appointed,  and  immutably  fixed 
in  the  eternal  decree.  Therefore,  whether  their 
life,  in  their  unconverted  ftate,  be  openly  wicked, 

or 
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Or  legtlly  upright^  ie  is  according  to  divinef  per^ 

miflion. 

The  apofUe  Paul  was  a  chofen  vefTel,  aIthoug|i 
he  went  fuch  a  (ingular  length  in  perfecuting  the 
iaints  even  unco  death.  God .  permitted  him  to 
go  thus  far,  that  in  the  converfion  of  fuch  a  man 
it  might  be  proclainied  to  the  worid,  what  free 
and  irrcflftible  grace  could  -do :  Howbeit^fwr  this 
cau/e  I  obtained  nUtcy^  that  in  mt  firft  Jefus  Cbrifi 
might  ft>ew  forth  all  long-Jiiffcringi  for  a  fattem  /# 
ihtm  which  Jhould  hereafter  helUfoe  on  Inm  to  life  ever* 
lafting.  1  Tim.  i.  i6. 

Cujhi.  All  thofe  things  are  truej  yet  for  my 
part  I  would  rather  have  been  kept  from  open 
vice  in  nvy  natural  ftate,  than  have  been  permitted 
to  fall  into  it.  Our  Lord  takes  notice  of  this 
in  Peter,  who  according  to  his  own  account  had 
waUced  in  IqfcitAoufnefs^  hijisj  excefi  of  wine,  revdlings^ 
hanquetings,  and  abominable  idolatries,  i  Pet.  iv.  3^ 
I  fay  the  Lord  takes  notice  of  this  i  and  well  he 
might :  f^erily,  verily,  I  fay  unto  thee  [Peter],  when 
thou  waft  young  thou  girdefl  tbyfelf  andwalkedft  whither 
thou  wouldeft  i  buty  when  thoujbalt  be  old,  tbouflndi 
ftr etch  forth  thy  hands,  and  another  ft>aU  gird  thee,  and 
carry  thee  whither  thou  wouldeft  not.  Johnxxi.  i8« 
Such  poor  miferablc  finners  as  Peter,  Prodigalis, 
and  myfelf,  have  a  deal  to  fufFer  j  and  though  God 
doth  abundantly  pardon,  Ifa.  Iv.  J,  yet  fuch  cannot 
forgive  themfelvesj  the  thoughts  of  their  wretched 
/wicked  lifc>  and  of  the  abufc  of  God*s  long-fuffer- 

ii>g 


(    ^57    ) 

ing  mercy,  is  caufc  of  much  mourning  in  fccrtf, 
But  eternal  eleAion  to  life  fweetens  all.  For  fuch 
can  often  look  back  and  fee  that  the  afHffting  hand 
of  God  hath  often  been  upon  them,  and  his  pre- 
venting or  delivering  hand  hath  often  been  with 
them,  even  from  the  cradle.  /  led  Epbraim  (faid 
God),  iut  be  knew  it  not, ^-I  girded  tbee\Cytu%\i 
though  tbm  haft  not  known  me.  Ifa.  xlv.  5.  In  fhort» 
all  the  cledl  may  fay  with  the  Pfalmift,  Thou  baft 
been  with  mefrofn  my  mothers  womb :  br  with  Jacobs 
God  bath  fed  me  all  my  life  long  unto  this  day. 
'  Abimaaz^.  I  am  fure  I  can  fay  the^fame.  For, 
notwithftanding  my  outward  Ihew  of  religion,  I  felt 
perpetually  the  accufations  of  a  guilty  confciehce; 
and  I  knew  that  I  indulged  myfelf  in  many  fecret 
fins,  which  both  God  and  confcicnce  were  privy 
to.  *  Thus  I  can  fee  that  God  gave  me  many  a 
check,  even  in  my  blind  ftate.  In  Ihort,  both  the 
pharifee  and  the  publican  are  dead  in  foul  until 
quickened  by  grace:  the  painted  fepukhre,  and 
the  fow  in  the  mire,  arc  both  of  a  piece,  and  both 
on  a  level,  under  the  law,  and  both  in  unbelief,  and 
conlequeridy  both  in  a  (Fate  of  condemnation, 
And  this  God  often  made  ine  feel  by  many  fecret 
laflies  of  confcience.  For  I  knew  that  I  was  not 
that  man  in* heart  that  I  appeared  to  be  in  life  j  and 
as  a  confounded  and  abalhcd  hypocrite  I  have  often 
fiood  at  the  bar  of  my  own  confcience  5  for  \  knew 
that  all  my  works  and  (hew  of  religion  was  only  to 

be  feen  of  men :  uind  bow  can  /inch  believe^  "wbo 
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Naha  bcHoar  mie  pfanktber^  tmifuk  mi, the  bimat 
ibaf  cmfifb/rom  God  cnly  ?  John  v.  44^  The  beft 
of  men  in  %  ftate  of  nature^  when  once  Gkxl  begins 
to  work  on  their  fouls,  lu-e  like  the  aatediiumns^ 
between  two  floods — the  inundations  of  guilt — and 
die  floodgates  of  wrath, — ^But  do  tell  me  how 
Prodigalis  went  on  after  his  laft  trial. 

Cuft)i.  For  fome  tinrie  his  conimunkni  with  hit 
Lord  was  clofe  and  fweet$  and  while  this  was 
enjoyedj  his  difcourfes  were  very  heavenly  and 
rapturous;  inibmuch  that  poor  diftrefled  and 
doubting  fouls  could  get  nothing  under  him ;  he 
was  too  high  for  thetnj  and  too  much  fiHetl  widi 
the  joys  of  heaven  to  come  down  to  their  difiigree«» 
able  feelings ;  for  you  know  ii  iswd^ftht  abun^ 
dance  of  the  beari  that  the  momb/peuk^b:  there* 
fore  the  poor  weaklings  of  the  flock  could  only 
bear  wimefs  to  the  light  of  his  countenancej  and 
envy  him  his  happinefs.  He  preached  upholi-* 
nefs  likewife  to  a  very  high  pitch  i  infomuch  that 
you  would  have  thought  at  times  that  he  had  been 
perfeft. 

Abimaaz.  If  that  was  the  cafe,  poor  brol^en^ 
hearted  finnersi  and  thofe  bufieted  by  the  devil» 
could  get  but  little  fympathy  from  him*  For 
tempted  fouls,  that  are  labouring  under  the  plague 
of  their  own  hearts  think  themfelves  as  far  from 
holinefs  as  Satan  himfelf ;  when  at  the  fame  time 
it  is  the  quickening  and  illuminating  power  of  the 
Holy  Ghoft  that  makes,  them  feel  and  fee  the  cvii 

of 
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of  their  hearts.     I  have  heard  men  preach  as  if 

divine  holinefs  were  to  be  produced  and  put  in 

praftice  by  flefh  and  blood.     They  call  for  heart 

holinefs,  family  holinefs,  life  holinefs,  infomuch  that 

I  have  gone  groaning  home,  and  crying  out,  I  have 

no  holinefs  at  all. 

Cu/hi»    Yes  ;  and  there  are  many  double-refined . 

pharifees  in  the  world,  that  are  deftimte  of  the 

SfMfit  pf  God^  who  yet  appear  in  all  that  outward 

garb  of  holinefs  that  fuch  call  for.     I  have  heard 

people  preach  up  holinefs  in  that  way :  but  unlefs 

a  man  tells  me  where  holinefs  is  to  be  got,  and 

how  holinefs  has  operated  on  his  own  heart,  I  ge* 

nerally  conclude  that  he  knows  but  little  of  the 

matter. 

The  Bible  informs  mc,  that  Jehovah  is  the  hdy 

One.    There  is  none  holy  as  the  Lord ;  for  there  is 

nme  befides^  thee,  i  Sam.  ii.  a.     God  is  the  only 

fountain  of  holinefs,  and  the  ele£):  have  their  holinefs 

from  him.     We  have  had  fathers  ofourflejby  which 

correSed  us^  and  tve  gave  them  reverence ;  Jhall  we 

not  rather  be  infubjeSfion  to  the  Father  offfirits\  and 

live  ?  For  they  verily  for  a  few  days  chajlened  ui 

after  their  own  pleafure^  but  he  for  our  profit,  that 

we  might  be  partakers  of  his  holinefs.    Hcb.  xii. 

The  fanftification  of  a  believer  is,  firfl,  in  Chrift 
his  Head  j  He  is  made  of  God  unto  us  fanSification^ 
and  redemption,  i  Cor.  i.30.  In  Chrifl  the  believer's 
£uiftificadon  h  complete :  Te  are  complete  in  him. 

'      S  a  CoL 
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Col.  ii.  lO.    Chrift  fays,  ^bou  art  aUfair^my  lave^ 
thiu  is  no  fpof  in  thee.    Song  iv.  7. 

Secondly,  The  believer's  fanftiBcation  is  aJfo  by 
the  Spirit  of  God :  EleS  according  to  the  fore-know- 
ledge  of  God  the  Father^  through  fanSliJication  of  the 
Spirit,  unto  obedience  and  fprinkling  of  the  blood  of 
Jefus  Chrift.  i  Pet.  i.  a. 

Thus  you  fee  the  believer  is  complete  in  Chrift 
his  Head,  and  fanftified  in  part  by  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
though  he  be  not  thereby  made  perfed:  in  this  life : 
for  if  we  Jay  we  have  no  Jin  we  deceive  ourfelveSy  and 
the  truth  is  not  in  us.  This  is  all  the  holineis  that 
the  Bible  fpeaks  of;  and  this  is  the  holinefs  that 
every  real  believer  partakes  of:  and  it  is  called,  by 
way  of  eminence  and  diftinfbion,  true  holinefs,  in 
oppofition  to  that  which  is  falfe  and  feigned,  and 
only  makes  a  noife,  and  an  outward  (how  in  the 
world.  Wherever  this  holinefs  is  found,  it  is  the 
workmanfhip  of  God,  and  the  glory  of  Chrift's 
image.  That  ye  put  on  the  new  man^  which  after 
Cod  is  created  in  righteoufnefs  and  true  holinejsy  Eph. 
iv.  24;  after  the  image  of  him  that  created  him. 
Col.  iii.  10. 

The  foul  that  is  ilnited  to  Chrift  by  the  bond  of 
love,  and  fanftified  by  the  Holy  Ghoft,  is  a  holy 
man  of  God,  2  Pet.  i.  21  5  and  walks  in  the  path  of 
holinefs,  Ifa.  xxxv.  8  j  his  converfation  will  be  holy, 
1  Pet.  i.  15  ;  and  he  has  his  fruit  unto  holinefs^  and 
bis  end  everlafting  life.  Rom.  vi.  22.  All  clofet  ho-' 
linels,  family  holinefs,  or  life  holinefs,  that  iprings 

not 
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not  from  this  root,  or  flows  not  from  this  fountain, 
is  only  the  vamifli  of  a  hypocrite,  and  may  be  found 
or  fcen  on  thofe  whofc  hearts  are  filled  with  covet- 
cufhefsy  and  where  legal  pride  is  enthroned,  and 
Satanic  rebellion  encouraged. 

jihimaaz.  He  that  cleaveth  the  clofcfl:  to  the 
Saviour  will  ever  be  the  moft  holy  in  heart,  and 
the  moft  fruitful  in  life :  He  that  abidetb  in  me^  and  I 
in  bimj  ihijame  hringeth  forth  much  fruit ;  for  without 
me  ye  can  do  nothing.  And  that  man  will  ever  be 
the  moft  happy  whofe  heart  is  the  moft  ftedfaft  with 
the  Lord :  Thou  wilt  kee^  him  in  f  erf egl  peace  whofe 
mind  is  flayed  on  thee.  Ifa.  xxvi.  3.  But  do  inform 
me  how  Prodigalis  went  on,  and  how  long  he 
continued  on  the  mount. 

Cujbi.  Why,  after  he  had  been  fome  time  in 
this  exalted  frame,  and  had  delivered  many  dif* 
courfes  as  it  were  from  the  very  threfhold  of  heaven, 
the  Lord  was  pleafed  to  bring  him  under  a  ftrangc 
diicipline.  In  his  private  ftudy  he  was  very  happy, 
and  the  fcriptures  were  open  to  him,  infomuch  that 
he  generally  went  from  his  ftudy  furniftied  with  a 
text,  and  the  various  heads  of  do<5lrine  contained  in 
it  lay  plain  in  his  view,  and  often  affbrded  him  much 
comfort  I  but  when  he  began  to  (peak,  he  found 

•  •  • 

neither  liberty  in  fpirit  rior  in  Ipeech ;  a  gloomy  con- 
fufton  came  gradually  over  his  mind  j  his  thoughts 
fled  from  him,  he  loft  fight  of  his  fubjeft,  and  his 
treacherous  memory  refufed  to  give  back  what  had 
been  committed  to  it.     This  difagrceable  ftraitneft 

S  3  of 
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of  foul  rendered  the  miniftry  a  burden  to  him  j  for 
he  never  had  experienced  much  before  this  of  being 
bound  in  tbi  fpiriti  which  was  the  more  puzzling 
to  him. 

Having  been  exercifed  a  few  times  this  way,  he 
began  to  complain  to  his  flock  of  the  various 
changes  that  palTed  on  his  mind,  and  of  the  difficult 
experiences  that  he  had  been  exercifed  with,  Fhel^ 
things  reached  the  hearts  of  the  tried  onesj^  ajid  they 
.gathered  food  under  it;  which  was  quite  a  myftcry 
to  Prodigalis ;  that  a.  man  in  mifery  fhould  be  a 
minifter  of  comfort.  They  appeared  to  him  in  jm 
better  light  than  the  Philidines^  who  ihouted  againft 
£amfon  when  he  was  bound,  but  dared  not  {q 
much  as  look  him  in  the  face  when  be  was  free.  The 
weak  and  feeble  believers,  being  lb  joyful,  provoked 
hini  to  fpiritual  jealoufy.  His  ^dverfaries  hearing 
his  complaints,  and  perceiving  him  at  times  to 
fauker  in  his  fpeech,  triumphed  over  him :  whflp 
the-Antinomian  hypocrite?,  ^ho  hated  his  experi* 
WPe,  who  t^lk  of  faith  and  religion,  while  ftranger^ 
%o  the  power  of  both,  were  in  daily  expe£Ution  that 
his  mouth  wciuld  be  flopped,  and  his  miniftry  and 
profefTion  fink  into  obfcurity,  and  plague  them  no 
more.  . 

Befides,  he  foon  found  that  the  hands  that  he 
felt  in  the  pulpit  followed  him  into  his  ftudy  like- 
wife,  until  he  went  mourning  ill  the  day  long.  He 
had  not  arrived  to  that  profound  depth  of  experi-r 
cnce  that  Payl  had  when  he  fai(jy  And  wb^fber  we 
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fe  affllSed^  it  is  for  your  conjohtion  and  falvatioriy 
vohich  is  effeHualin  the  enduring  of  the  fame  fufisrings 
vfbicb  we  alfofufferj  or  whether  we  be  comforted^  it 
is  for  your  confolation  and  fahation.  a  Cor.  i.  6. 
*  i/fbifnaaz.  Though  I  often  appeared  fo  forward 
fbrmcriy  to  run  with  tidings,  yet  fincc  I  have  been 
called  by  graee,  I  have  trembled  for  fear  it  fliould 
ever  fall  to  my  lot.  I  fee  it  the  moft  important 
work  under  the  fun.  A  nrtihifterj  as  a  public  perfon^ 
has  many  that  ilvili  deave'to  him,  which  aje  look- 
teg  to  him,  ahd  depcncling  on  him,  under  God^ 
for  iaftfu&ion ;  and  thefe  perfons  he  nnuft  be  ac- 
couhtable  for*,  as  a  ruler  of'  the  houfehold  j  which . 
ff  he  lead  wrong,  their  btood  is  on  his  head:  for 
thej^  depeird  on  him,  by  takmg  him  to  be  what  he 
pretends  to  be,  namely,  God's  faint,  God^s  fervanr, 
God*s  ambaffador,  and  God's  mouth.  This  is  w|iat 
every  real  nfriniftcr  is,  and  this  ii  what  every  falfe 
pieacher  pretends  to  be,  as  well  as  a  true  one.  If 
he  be  a  falfe  prophet,  he  will  fpit  his  venom  at  thole 
that  are  true,  and,  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power,  en- 
deavour to  vindicate  himfelf  in  thefe  charafters, 
which  his  arrogance  has  aflumcd  ;  and  blind,  and 
bind  all  to  him  that  he  can.  If  he  be  a  real  be- 
liever in  Jefus  Chrift,  and  one  that  is  fent  of  God; 
he  is  right  in  vindicating  himfelf  in  the  above  cha- 
racters, and  in  declaring  God's  plain  truth,  as  he 
hath  fidt  it  in  his  own  heart  5  and  as  he  lives  it  in 
his  oWn  life,  he  is  a  true  faint,  fcrvant,  and  am- 
ba0kder  of  Chrift,.and  a  faithful  leader :  he  delivers 

S  4  his 


i  264  > 

I 

Ills  own  foul, .  by  declariqg  the  w}\ole  counfel  of 
God :  and  clears  himfelf  of  the  blood  of  thofe  that 
pcFifh  in  their  fins  i  and  is  a  miniftf  r  of  the  Spirit 
CO  tbofe  who  are  truly  ipiiitual. 

While,  on  the  other  hand,  he  that  is  4  deceiver 
con^s  in  God's  name;,  who  never  lent  hioi  t  he 
fays  he. is  fent  of- God,  or  inwardly  moved  by  die 

fioly  Ghoft,  when  he  never  was  j  pcrfopates  God,* 

...•'■      '-  -  •        ' 

whom  he  is  a  flrangcr  to  -,  appes^r^  ii^  an, office  chac 
God  never  conferred  on.  him,  and.  QPfiof^s  thojie 
whom  Chriil hath  ft^nt.  Hence  poordeluded fouls^ 
by  believing  his  lies,  look  to  him  for  infl:ru£tionj  as 
God's  feryant,  when  he  is  pot :  and  if  he  prevails 
with  them  to  adhere  to,  and  live  and, die  ii\  his 
delufions,  both  the  leader  and  the  led  e^d  in 
deftrudlion  together  s  or,  9s  C^irifl;  faith,  J7?c  blini 
lead  the  blind^  until  both  fall  into  the  ditch. 
.  Qijbi.  What  you  have  faid  is  true :  but  Prodi->. 
galis  was  no  deceiver ;  He  went  forth  and  wrought^ 
and'  the  Lord  worked  with  him^  and  confirmed  his 
word  with  many  Jigns.  But  ^o  he  ^rief  about  his 
next  trial  This  bondage  in  his  pulpif  foon  foU 
lowed  hjm  home  to  his  ftydy^  ^  was  before;  ob» 
lerved,  and  at  a  throne  of  grace  alfo,  until  his  lifi^ 
a;  well  as  his  qiinifterial  work,  became  both  labour 
and  for  row. 

Under  this  moft  diftrelCng  and  mod  miferablc 
Cfofs,  Pfodigalis  found  dreadful  murmuring  and 
complaining :  his  old  befetting  fins  began  to  call 
^r  fpiTie  ackiiowledgem^nt  of  paft  faivoursj,  an4 
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p(Kn-ed  their  pleafures  in  this  his  comfortlcfs  ficu« 
atioQ,  if  by  aqy  mf  40s  they  might  gaia  a  little  loft 
&your,  be  a  prefent  prop,  or  lend  a  bale  prefcao 
alfiftance^  toward  lengdiening  of  his  tranquiUity. 

This^  bait  wa$  not  altogether  un^^^^onable.  Dark^ 
pc&  and  bondage  in  prayer ;  $he  fame  in  ftpdy  |  the 
iame  in  company  y  the  fame  in  the  pulpit^^made, 
ym  cacdii  at  coii>fort  from  any  quarter.  Carnal 
comforts  are  never  reprefent^  tg  an  heaven«-borqr 
iai]jh  i^^^ib  deluTive  a  ^rb^  as  if  he^i  divine  confo- 
latjc  ,  ^re  fled^  Vf  hen  jbe  good  man  is  not  at  bome^ 
hut  ^  on  a  long  journejfp  and  bath  taken  tbe  bag  of 
nffln^witb  bim ;  then  it  is  that  the  world  comes  with 
hp"  mucb  fair  ffeecb^  and  flattering  lifSy  iff,  order  to, 
f^tsfe  us  to  yield.  Prov,  viL  \^  ao,  ai^         ;.  , 

Now  was  the  time  for  Satan  to  work  4  .and  as  he 
found  that  all  divine  comforts  were  gone/  by  th<;^ 
groaning  petitions  pf  Prodigalis  i  and  that  many  of 
l|is  former  bcfetting  fins  began  to  gain  upon  his 
affedtions,  and  to  meet  with  a  little  indulgences. 
though  it  was  but  in  thought ;  yet  the  devil  drew 
])im9  before  ever  he  was  aware,  to  the  court  of  con- 
icience,  and  made  his  appeal  to  the  heart,  the 
l^yghp,  and  even  to  ;he  very  confcience  oC 
Prodigally. 

Firft,  the  Plaintiff  (hewed.  That  his  heart  was 
got  cold  to  th<5  work,  wprihip,  people,  and  ways  of 
God  \  which  the  Defendant  could  not  deny :  for  as 
\^  had  met  lyith  npth4i<g  by  t  frowns  of  late,  in.  the 
ways  of  God,  and  as  all  divine  comforts  had  left 

him. 
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liim»  he  could  not  deny  but  that  eatthfy  comfortsc 
had  been  indulged  and  embraeed  by  hkn>  iu  a  riiral 
10  the  God  of  ail  comfort 

Secondly,  The  Plaiatiff  (hewed,  -thai  the  life  oT 
a  real  chriftian  was  fuch,  as  never  to  ofiend  either 
God,  confciencc,  or  men ;  thit  the.  real  faint  was 
one  that  ixcrc\fed  bim/elf  day  and  nighty  ai^mnys  t9 
have  a  conjcience  suoU  ^f  offintt  both  toward  God  and 
hoards  men.  Afts^xiv.  t6, 

•  Thirdly,  That  ProdigiKs*4i  /(f/ir  hls'j/t{r]t  Ifcw, 
Rev.  ii.  4  s  that  as  iniquiiy  '^Vad  abounded^  ibis  iom 
had  ^axed  cold  \  wA  therefore  he  had  apdlhitiied  iit 
heart  from  his  God,  Nor  coiild  he  be  deemcdT  one 
of  the  number  of  them  that  perfcvcre ;  for  be  that 
enduretb  to  the  end  \\n  his  flrft  love]  Jhall  he  Javei: 

The  plaintiff  farther  ihewed.  That  the  thoughts 
of  Pfcdigalis  were  often  very  carnal;  and  that  in- 
ftcad  of  having  every  thought  brought  into  captivity 
to  the  obedience  of  Cbrijf,  at  certain  feafons  he  had 
not  a  thought  for  Chrift. 

Fourthly,  That  Prodigalisnot  only  allowed  thcfe 
wanderings  of  heart,  but  at  times  really  encouraged 
them,  and  feemed  to  be  entertained  by  them,  e^c^ 
cially  when  the  prcfcnce  of  his  Lord  was  gone ;  ami 
therefore  he  could  not  fay,  I  hate  vain  thougbtt,  but 
thy  law  do  Ihve. 

♦  Fifthly,  The  PlaintifF  fliewcd,  That  he  not  Only 
indulged  thcfe  Vain  thoughts  that  lodged  within  bimi 
but  that  in  the  hours  of  fenfiblc  dcfcrtion  he  had 
endeavoured  to  fuck  comfort  from  (hem. 

Sixthly, 
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Sixdily,  That  in  fomc  of  kis  pcevifli  fits  he  h^d 
even  envied  the  happinefa  of  the  wicke<l>  who  ar4 
not  in  iroubh  as  other  men^  mr  ^gued  like  other 
folks.       - 

Seventhly^  That  he  had  gone  fo  &r  in  this  hi§ 
|)eeviihnefs  a3  to  e^ll  the  proud  happy ^  tvham  God 
teJiJUth :  and  in  his  deep  poverty  he  had  caUed  tb^ 
covetous  hlejed^  whom  the  Lord  ahhorretb. 

Eighthly,  The  Plaimiff  further  ftiewed.  That 
l^odigalis  had  not  only  giyf  n  in  to  them  in  h^?^ 
and  word,  bqt  that  be  bad  been  krougbs  into  c^p*^ 
fivity  to  the  luw  of  Jin  that  is  in  his  members. 

Ninthly,  The  Plaintiff  appealed  to  the  hearty 
thoughts,  and  confcience  of  Prodigatis  for  coitfir^ 
nation ,  and  afked  if  he  cOiild  fay^  That  his  re-* 
joicing  was  in  the  tefiinmlf  tf  a-  gdnd  tov/cience^  as 
^zv\  did?  Could  he  f$y,  Happy  is  the  man  that 
condemneth  not  him/elfin  the  thing  which  he  alloweth?. 
Rom.  xiv.  22.  Nay,  faid  the  P.aintifF,  you  are  io 
far  from  this^  that  thy  own  thoughts  condemn  thee^ 
Therefore  thou  c^nft,  not  lay  thine  hand  upon  thy 
heart  and  iay^  in  an  holy  triumph.  In  the  multitude 
iff  my  thoughts  within  me  thy  comforts  delight  myfouL 
Ffalm  xciy.  19.  The  Plaintiflf  added,  He  that  is 
bom  iff  Godfinneth  not. 

Jihim^az.    Why,  the  devil  (licks  to  his  old  text* 

Cujhi.  Yes;  and  he  will  ftick  to  it,  until  the 
poor  believer  either  find  out  che  real  meaning  of 
it,  or  eife  fall  into  error^  or  defpondency  under  the 
devil's  t^n»pta;ions  about  i(.    Satan  threw  down 
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Adam  with  a  text  of  fcripture,  and  took  the  fame 
method  when  he  tempted  the  Son  of  God. 

Jbimaaz,  I  think  this  is  one  of  the  moft  puz- 
riing  trials  that  ever  Prodigalis  had.  It  is  a  dreadful . 
thing  td  afoul  that  is  quickened, 'humbled,  and 
blefled  with  a  tender  feeling  of  the  evil  of  fin,  and 
with  a  filial  fear  of  God,  and  an  heart  bent  to 
honour  him,  for  fuch  an  one  to  be  fo  left  of  God, 
as  for  his  old  wrpfchcd  cuftoms  to  be  purfuing  his 
ftiind,  ?ind  entariglirig'-Kis  thoughts,  after  he  has  fo 
forely  fufirred  under  the  fight  and  fenfe  of  them. 
But,  gs  poor  Job  fays.  Such  pojefs  the  iniquity  of 
tietr  youtb^  even  in  that  fenfe,  though  not  the  guilt 
6f  them.  * 

For  my  part,  I  have  often  wilhed  that  God  had 
took  me  to  himfclf  in  my  firft  love  j  or  elfc  had 
granted  me  a  rcfidencc  where  I  might  never  fee 
man,  woman,  or  child ;  yea,  neither  fun,  moon,  nor 
ftars.  For  the  world  is  full  of  nothing  but  evil ; 
look  which  way  you  will,  fin  prefents  itfelf 's  and  if 
that  fteals  on  the  heart,  then  my  comforts  die  j  I 
wifli  either  for  heaven,  or  for  the  lonely  cot  of  a 
hermit. 

Cujhi.  If  you  had  died  in  your  firft  love,  how 
could  you  have  fervedyour  generation  ?  and  if  you 
were  fliut  up  like  a  hermit,  how  could  you  let  your 
Ugbt  Jbine  before  men,  that  they  may  fee  your  good 
workj  ? 

'- '  Your  firft  requcft  favours  of  a  diftruft  of  God's 
power  to  keep  you  j  and  the  laft  favours  of  cow- 
ardice. 
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ardicej  and  pf  a  narrow  fpirit :  juft  as  if  (he  devil 
was  to  be  left  fole  ranger  of  the  world,  becaule 
he  has  fprcad  the  earth  with  traps.  No^  it  well 
becomes  the  faints,  as  good  foldiers  of  Jefus  Chriiit;^ 
to  feek  the  welfare  of  the  children  of  Ifrael,  and  the 
kingdom  of  their  ever  bleiTed  Lord;  to  oppofe  the 
devil's  reign,  and  expofe  the  devil's  works  alfo;' 
and  fo  to  weaken  his  intereft  as  much  as  poffible. 
And  though  we  find  it  a  perilous  work,  and  are  in 
imminent  danger  at  it,  yet  the  batde  is  the  Lx)rd's  -, 
the  caufe  of  truth  is  the  Lord's  caufe ;  and  his  truths 
is  our  armour ;  and  the  promife  of  viftory  is  furc 
to  all  the  feed.  The  Lord  tells  us  to  quit  our/elves 
like  men^  inftead  of  creeping  into  holes :  and  we  may 
depend  upon  it,  that  his  Jirength  will  be  madeperfeSl 
in  our  weaknejs^  becaufe  he  hath  promifed  it.  And 
when  he  comes  to  fay,  in  the  great  day,  Well  done, 
good  and  faithful  Jervant^  enter  thou  into  the  joy  of 
thy  Lord^  that  will  pay  for  all. 

Ahimaaz.  Pray  how  long  did  PrQdigalis  labour 
xinder  this  trial  ? 

Cufii.  For  many  months;  yet  no  man  could 
hate  (in  more  •,  no  man  mourned  oyer  it,,  ftruggled 
with  it,  or  prayed  againft  it,  more  than  he  did ;  but 
notwithftanding  all  his  efforts,  he  found  himfelf  to 
be  a  man  burdened  with  the  body  of  Jin  and  deaths 
which,  God  knows,  he  forely  groaned  under.  Be- 
lides  his  fituation  was  none  of  the  mod  pleafing ; 
he  had  a  large  flock  to  feed,  whether  his  own  foul 
was  flourifhing  or  barren  i  he  had  many  enepfiies  ia 
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the  world,  as  wtll  as  friends  1  his  enemies  'U^aichedfof 
his  baltingy  and  his  friends  looked  at  him  as  a  copy ; 
^  firft  Jooked  for  deftrudion^  and  the  latter  for 
perfefHon,  and  both  were  deceived ;  for  thou^  he 
had  as  bafe  an  heart  as  the  worft  of  them,  and  more 
temptations  to  grapple  with  than  all  of  them,  yet 
God  did  not  permit  him  to  be  utterly  caft  down^  to 
gratify  his  enemies,  though  there  was  enough  eX'^ 
poled  to  convince  his  friends  that  he  was  not 
perfef^^  but  that  the  treafure  was  in  an  earthen 
▼cffel. 

The  poor  creature  travelled  in  this  way  till  his 
very  foul  was  bowed  down  within  him,  and  Satan 
tempted  him  even  to  chufe  firangling  rather  than 
Ufe^  Job  vii.  1 5  i  or  to  drown  himfelf,  rather  than 
Ibffer  thus  i  yea»  he  wanted  him  to  imiute  Jonah, 
have  the  work,  and  flee  from  it  i  he  was  fo  befet 
ynth  temputions,  and  with  confcience,  that  his  very 
heart  and  foul  failed  him.  However,  at  laft  he 
went  to  his  Lord  with  as  heavy  an  heart  as  mortal 
could  bear.  He  Hrll  fat  down  in  his  chair  and  rea* 
foned  ^vith  his  Lordj  until  his  forrow  began  to  give 
way ;  he  then  kneeled  on  his  knees — ^he  confefled 
— he  wept — ^hc  pleaded — he  fupplicated,  until  he 
obtained  thefe  fweet  words  as  an  anfwer  to  his 
prayer — If  our  hart  condemn  us,  God  is  greater  than 
our  hearty  and  knowetb  all  things^  1  John  iii.  20  i 
he  immediately  felt  itrength  communicated  to  his 
foul  i  his  accufing  confcience  was  lilenced  ^  he  got 
up  trom  his  knees^  and  put  the  devil  to  flight«with 
I  this 
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tfaSs  ^kit^Mf  /UJb  end  ntf  biort  faiietb,  hut  Gti 
it  tkf  Jtrenph  «f  my  btart  and  »y  portiim  for  evtr, 
P&L  Ixxiil.  26.  * 

Now  was  the  dear  Redeemer  mote  precious*t6 
PradigaKs  than  ever  $  his  foul  was  Tweedy  becalmed, 
gnd  biefled  with  a  lioubled  portion  of  life  and 
peace;  every  evil  thought  of  his  heart  Tafliaied — 
eveiy  befttting  fin  was  detefted  and  abhorred,  and 
^aven  itfelf  feemed,  ifpofllble,  t^  be  in  full  view$ 
and  the  poor  man  vainly  thought*  and  indeed  often 
jQiidy  that  he  was  ripening  for  glory  s*-^that  his  wotk 
was  pretty  well  done-^that  he  fhould  not  be  long 
in  this  world,  and  tfiat  he  was  too  happy  to  live« 
But  the  Lord  counterbalanced  his  anxiety  for  hea^. 
yen,  by  laying  the  concerns  of  his  flock  in  tbemidjl 
fif  woheSi  his  wife,  family,  and  friends,  on  his 
mind^  which  hmugbt  him  info  a  jfirait  between  /we?, 
having  a  defire  to  depart  and  he  mtb  Cbrijt^  whieh 
is  tetter  than  being  here  $  neverthelefs  to  abid^  in 
fhe^flefl^  is  mere  needful  for  you^  Phil,  i*  ^3,  24>  "fays 
Paul,  and  fo  Prodigalis^  thought,  and  therefore  h* 
prayed  for  fubmiflion  to  the  will  of  God,  that 
whether  be  Uved  be  might  live  to  the  Lord^  or  wbe'" 
iher  he  died  he  might  die  to  the  Lord\  that  whether 
he  lived  therefore  or  whether  he  died,  he  might  be  the 
tardus. 

JSnmaaz^  That  is  a  mctft  fafe  and  a  moft  biefled 
frame  of  mind — to  be  reGgned  to  the  will  of  God* 
There  is  no  galling  crois  when  our  wills  lay  fl^aight 
with  the  will  of  God  \  it  is  our  porveric  will  con- 
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*tradiding,  or  laying  counter  to  God's  will.  Ait 
makes  the  crofsy  and  the  lofs  is  all  our  own  ;  for 
when  we  have  made  it  we  are  compelled  to  take  tt 
4]p*  In  this  we  a6fc  like  Hamarij  who  erc^d  lus 
own  gallows  at  his  own  expence;  The  Saviour 
has  coupled  felf-denial  and  the  daily  crofs  together ; 
If  felf  be  deniody  the  crofs  will  lay  eafy ;  if  felf  be 
confulted,  then  the  crofs  galls  us*  But  blefled  for 
ever  be  the  dear  Redeemer,  who  knows  whereof 
we  are  made — ^ho  knows  the  weaknefs  of  human 
nature,  and  confefled  it  -,  though  his  body  and  foul 
were  perfe&ly  free  and  pure  from  that  fin  and  cor« 
ruption  that  we  feel,  yet  he  complained  that  the 
Jfirii  was  truly  willing^  but  thefltjb  was  weak. 

The  faithfulnefs  of  the  Saviour  appears  wonderfiil 
in  the  repeated  deliverances  of  Prodigalis.  Well 
might  Eliphaz  tell  Job  that  God  would  deliver  him 
infipi  troubles^  yea  in  Jeven  no  evil  Jhould  touch  bim. 
Job  V.  1 9.  Prodigalis  is  a  living  witncfs  of  the 
delhrering  hand  of  God,  and  muft  be  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  blefled  Saviour,  efpecially  in  his 
glorious  ofEce  as  an  Advocate. 

CuJhL  Yes,  the  office  of  Chrift  as  an  Advocate 
is  precious  to  Prodigalis,  and  to  other  poor  tempted 
fouls,  who  lay  under  the  accufations  of  Satan;  in- 
deed every  poor  finner  has  three  to  accufe  him  i 
fometimes  his  fins  cry  with  an  accuQng  voice,  as 
the  fins  of  Sodom  are  faid  to  do.  Gen.  xviii.  ^o,  m. 
Confcience  alfo  will  often  accufe  him,  live  how  he 
may  i  and  Satan  will  accufe  him  right  or  wrong ; 

but| 
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but,  blcfled  be  God,  we  have  an  Advocate  with  the 
Father,  Je/us  Cbrift  the  righteous,  and  be  is  tbefro^, 
fitiationfor  our  fins  \  and  I  believe  it  is  not  an  cafy 
matter  for  Satan  to  get  the  ear  of  "God  the  Father 
againft  us,  becaufe  he  has  reconciled  us  to  himfelf 
by  Jeflis  Chrift ;  this  Prodigalis  found  by  bleffed  ex- 
perience,  therefore  he  continually  looks  to  and  calk 
on  his  Advocate^  every  time  he  feels  ^ui  accufation  i 
he  fees  the  need  of  Jefus  Chrifl:  in  tv^ry  oiEce- 
charader  that  he  fuftains,  and  is  very  wife  in  eying 
the  Saviour  in  them  according  to  the  various  trials 
that  be  pafles  through* 

Ahimaa%.  And  pray  how  did  Prodigalis  manage 
that  text  that  Satan  fo  often  buiFeted  him  with ; 
namely — Ue  that  is  lorn  of  God  finneth  not ;  that  is 
a  very  myfterious  text ;  did  he  ever  make  it  out  i 
John  fays,  that  if  we /ay  we  have  no  fin  we  deceive 
mtrfelves,  and  the  truth  is  not  in  us  i  and  Janies  fays. 
In  many  things  we  offend  all ;  and  Solomon  declares 
Shere  is  not  ajuft  man  upon  earth  that  doeth  good  and 
finneth  not ;  and  yet  John  fays.  He  thai  is  bom  of  God 
Ameth  not.  Some  lay,  it  means  that  ajuft  man  doth 
not  ferve  (in,  and  that  he  doth  not  fin  with  the  full 
confent  of  his  will,  as  an  unregenerate  man  doth. 

Cuftd.  That  is  a  poor  comment.  Jonah  finned 
widi  the  full  confent  of  his  will  when  he  chofe  a 
voyage  to  Joppa,  rather  dian  a  walk  to  Nineveh. 
Paul  fays,  fFitb  the  mind  I  myf elf  ferve  the  law  of 
God,  but  with  thefUfh  the  law  of  fin.  Rom.  vii.  25. 
The  dreadful  evil  that  Adam  contraded  by  his  fall, 
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and  which  is  propagated  to  us  by  natural  generation^ 
is  called  the  old  man,  even  in  regenerate  pcrfons. 
That  which  is  bom  of  theflejh  isflejh^  and  will  never 
be  mended  ;  it  will  retain  its  own  devilifli  nature — 
devilifli  motions — and  delpcrate  ftrugglings  for 
maftery,  even  in  the  bcft  of  men,  as  may  be  fecn 
in  Paul's  complaint  in  the  fevcnth  to  the  Romans* 
This  is  called  the  old  man ;  and,  like  a  defperatc 
criminal  under  fentence,  it  will  oppofc  that  grace 
that  reigns  over  it ;  infomuch,  that  when  the  be- 
liever would  do  goody  evil  is  prefent  with  him  5  and 
how  to  perform  that  which  is  good  he  finds  not ;  it  is 
as  binding  as  a  laiv,  and  as  furious  as  an  here  ;— 
I  fee  another  law  in  rny  members  warring  againji  the 
Jaw  of  my  mind.  Rom*  vii.  23. 

This  being  the  cafe,  John  fays.  If  we  Jay  we  have 
no  Jin  we  deceive  ourjehesy  and  the  truth  is  not  in  us  \ 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  all  the  fruits  of  the  fpirit, 
which  is  the  whole  of  grace  wrought  in  the  foul  by 
the  fpirit,  is  {aid  to  be  born  of  God.  Life  makes 
us  iffues  from  death,  Pfal.  Ixviii.  20 ;  light  makes 
us  children  of  light ;  faith ,  is  faid  to  be  bom  of 
God,  and  to  overcome  the  world  j  to  a  lively  hope 
we  are  &id  to  be  begotten ;  and  all  thefe  things 
being  promifed  in  the  word,  the  word  is  called  the 
incorruptible  feed,  that  lives  and  abides  for  ever; 
the  Holy  Spirit  applying  the  word  and  all  promifed 
grace,  from  Chrift's  fulnels,  promifed  to  us  in  the 
word.  This  new  man  fins  not :  and  love,  which  is 
the  principal  thing  in  this  new  man^  is  called-  charity, 
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■which  thinkcth  no  evil,  nor  -can  it  do  any,  John 
was  not  without  fin,  nor  without  committing  it,  (for 
no  man  is  exempt)  as  he  owns;  If  we  confejs  our 
Jins^  he  is  faithful  and  juft  to  forgive  us  ourftns^  and 
to  cleanfe  us  from  all  unrighteoujnefs.  Now,  a  be- 
liever being  denominated  a  new  creature,  becaule 
of  the  new  man  that  is  in  him,  he  is  faid  alfo  not 
to  fin,  becaule  the  leading  Acuities  of  his  foul  are 
againft  it:  I  would  do  good,  and  with  my  mind  I 
icrvc  the  law  of  God.  Now,  as  my  will  is  bent 
upon  good,  and  thus  to  will  is  always  preient  with 
me ;  and  my  mind  is  likewiie  engaged  in  this  fcr-^ 
vice,  for  with  the  mind  I  ferve  the  law  of  God : 
'but  when  I  would  do  good  evil  is  prefent  j  and  how 
to  perform  what  I  wUl,  I  find  not  i  for  this  law  in 
my  members  wars  againft  the  law  of  my  mind,  and 
brings  me  into  captivity;  fo  that,  againft  my  renewed 
will,  againft  my  purified  mind,  yea,  and  againft 
divine  love  that  dwells  in  me,  I  fin.  What  I  hate, 
that  do  I ;  what  I  would  not,  that  I  do ;  and  what  I 
would,  that  do  I  not :  therefore  it  is  no  more  I, 
but  fin  that  dwelleth  in  me.  That  which  is  born 
of  the  Ipirit  is  fpirit,  and  will  never  be  otherwife; 
and  that  which  is  born  of  the  flelh  is  flefii,  and 
will  be  always  the  fame  j  grace  will  be  grace,  and 
fin  will  be  fin.  With  the  mind  we  fliall  ever  ferve 
the  law  of  God,  and  with  the  flefli  the  law  of  fin. 
jihimaaz.  I  believe  that  to  be  the  real  meaning 
•of  the  text,  bccaufe  it  harmonizes  with  other  part^ 
of  God's  word ;  and  for  my  part  I  am  fatisficd  with 
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your  thoughts  on  it  s  and  I  take  it  for  granted,  that 
it  was  made  out  in  that  way  to  poor  ProdigaUs.    - 

Cujbi.  It  was;  and  dierefore  the  devil  never 
oflfered  to  give  him  another  lefture  on  that  fiibjeA^ 
when  he  found  that  he  underflood  its  meaning. 
Satan  works  chiefly  in  the  dark  with  God's  peopki 
when  they  are  in  dark  frames,  then  he  comes 
ix)ldly ;  but  when  the  rays  of  God  ihine  upon  diem^ 
jhe  ftands  at  a  diftanc^  he  bates  the  Ugbt  with 
perfe£fc  hatred. 

Atimaaz.  O  whstt  a  great  iaivation  are  we  ikved 
with  I  What  potent  and  fubtil  enemies  have  poor 
believers  got  to  graj^le  with !  And  what  need  is 
diere  of  being  fervent  in  ipirit^  and  diligent  in  the 
means  of  grace,  which  God  hath  appointed  for  our 
growth  and  encouragement.  Pray  how  does  Pro- 
digalis  go  on  now  ? 

CuJbi.  He  goes  on  as  moft  of  the  Lord's 
pec^le  do/T  believe.  Sometimes  he  is  up,  and 
fometimes  down;  fometimes  in  the  ligh^  and 
ibmetimes  in  the  dark.  He  often  complains  of 
ills  wicked  heart,  and  of  the  weaknefs  of  his 
faith;  his  ihort-livcd  joys,  and  long-lived  cor- 
ruptions \  but  agaifffi  hcpe  beftiU  believes  im  b^pe^ 
atid  (ays,  that  he  (hall  neither  bdicve  nor  hope 
in  vain.  Satan  cannot  difpute  him  out  of  hift 
fonfhip,  nor  buffet  him  with  the  word  of  God, 
as  he  formerly  has  done,  on  account  of  the  cor- 
ruptions of  his  own  heart.  For  he  (ays  there  ii 
not  a  corruption  that  he  groans  under,  but  what 

he 


(    477    ) 

he  can  find  fome  (aints  ki  the  word  of  God  diat 
have  groaned  under  tbe  famei  and  while  he  is  in 
the  foocfteps  of  the  flock  he  thinks  he  is  fafe.  AU 
that  he  is  afraid  of  is,  diat  God  fhoxild  leave  hioi 
to  hinnfelf  i  he  is  truly  fen&ble  of  his  own  weaknels, 
and  at  times  finds  it  no  eafy  matter  to  believe  that 
God  will  keep  him  upright  even  to  the  end,  though 
he  believes  he  fliall  be  eternally  faved.  He  dreads 
the  thought  of  falling ;  the  thoughts  of  broken 
bones,  and  of  going  haltmg  to  the  grave,  is  a  terror 
to  his  foul. 

^imaaz.  The  Lord  preferve  and  keep  him 
through  this  perilous  wildemefs ;  and  when  you 
iee  him,  tell  him  that  Ahimaaz,  formerly  a  tidings^ 
hearer y  a  Reubenite,  one  unftable  as  water ^  faluteth 
him,  and  wiihes  grace,  mercy>  and  peace  to  him. 
And  now  what  (hall  I  lay  to  thee,  with  whom  I 
have  taken  fuch  fweet  counfel,  and  with  whom  I 
have  fpent  the  fweeteft  moments  that  I  ever  (pent. 
The  Liord  reward  thee,  my  brother— yJr//^/  thee  help 
from  thejan^uary^  andftrengtben  thee  out  of  Zion-^ 
accept  thine  offerings — grant  thee  according  to  thine 
cwn  heart — and  fulfil  all  thy  counfels  j  and  God 
forbid  that  Ifhould'ever  ceafe  praying  for  thee^  whom 
God  has  made  fo  great  a  blefling  to  me. 

Cufhi.  The  Lord  be  with  thee,  my  dear  brother, 
and  ftrengthen  thee  by  hisfpiriis  might  in  tbe  inner 
many  that  thou  mayeji  beftrong  in  the  grace  that  is  in 
Cbrift  J^usi  and  thou  muft  not  wonder  if  fome 
temptation  fliould  befall  thee  after  this  long  and 
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happy  convcHation  that  we  have  had.  Remember 
adverfiiy  and  profperity  arc  fct  one  againft  the 
other ;  expeft  a  daily  cro/s^  and  a  glorious  endy  and 
thou  wilt  not  be  difappointcd  of  either.  Fare  thee 
well ;  the  Jbield  of  jitrabam,  and  the  fear  of  IJaat^ 
be  ever  with  thee, 
jibimaaz.   Amen  \  and  with  thee  alfb. 


THE   END. 


T.  BcAiicj-,  Pxuitery  Bole  Coort,  Fleet  Stxeeti  London* 
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And  bchoJd,  a  certain  lawyer  flood  up,  and  tempted  him,  Luke  x.  25. 

All  that  fpoil  thee«  will  I  give  for  a  fpoil  ]  and  all  that  prey  upon  thee  will  I 

give  for  a  prey. 
Woe  unto  you,  lawyers. 
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THE  LAWYER'S  COMPLAINT,  &c 
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•i  HE  produce  of  a  twelvemonth's  ftudy,  according 
to  report^  is  at  laft  faUen  into  my  hands:  hut 
It  is  not  voluminous,  though  it  has  been  elaborate ; 
which  fcrves  to  convince  me  that  the  pen  of  the 
author,  like  the  wheels  of  Pharaoh's  chariots, 
dragged  heavily ;  and  no  wonder  when  a  Lawyer 
is  willing  to  juftify  himfdf.  Luke,  x.  29. 

You  need  not  have  told  me  that  you  was  an 
Attorney;  your  title-page  proves  that.  It  is  a 
common  faying,  that  *  A  Lawyer  will  tell  a  lye 
for  a  crown  j'  and  you  have  not  only  confirmed 
the  proverb,  but  have  fallen  the  price,  for  you 
give  us  to  know  that  you  will  tell  one  for  a 
groat. 

Your  exceUent  piece  is  entided,  ^^  A  Dialogu* 
<*  between  Mr.  Latitat  and  Mr.  Huktimgtow/* 
But,  to  tell  the  world  that  you  carried  on  a  dbdoguc 
with  me,  when  you  know  that  I  never  law  nor 
heard  of  you^  is  an  abfolute  falfity*  Befides  eveiy 
one  who  knows  me  knows  that  I  would  have 
no  more  fellowlhip  or  correfpondence  with  an 
unrenewed  lawyer,  than  I  would  with  l^  Detritt 
or  Balaam  the  wizzard* 

A  a  •'  Yon 
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"  You.  fomctimcs  amufe  yourfclf  with  the 
ftiidy  of  anatomical  fubjc(5s.  "  I  have  no  doubt 
but  you  fpeak  the  truth,  Sir :  1  believe  anatomjr 
IS  your  chief,  if  not  ydur  only,  ftudy.  Gentlcnaen 
of  your  profeflion  have  ever  been  noted  for  that  5 
and  many  a  poor  widow,  orphan,  idiot,  lunatict 
and  inheritance,  has  been  pillaged,  plundered, 
diflfedled,  fwallowcd  up  and  devoured,  by  them. 
Slence  uc  read  of  their  earing  up  a  man  and 
his  heritage;  of  their  devouring  widows  houfcsn 
and,  for  a  pretence,  making  long  prayers,  for 
^hich  they  have  received  a  fingular  promife. 

My  '  Arminian  Skeleton'  is  in  the  world;  nor 
have  I  any  objedion  to  its  being  viewed  or 
critififcd  by  Mr.  Latitat  ;  for  it  is  cognofcible, 
if  you  have  cognofcence.  A  wife  man  will  never 
fet  himfelf  againft  it;,  and,  as  for  the  fool,  he 
fan  neither  overthrow  nor  underftand  it.' 

I  do  not  fuppofe  you  pay  any  regard  to 
concifencfs  when,  you  enter  an  aftion  at  the 
pocket:  you  are  more  laconical,  I  take  it,  when 
you  demand  the  fee;  then  it  is  muUum  in  payvo--^ 
mucl^  in  a  little ;  much  money^  little  difputiog 
to  get  it,  and  Icls  work  for  it. 
.  What  you  call  learning  has  been  called  ignorance 
and  fpolifhnefs  ever  fince  the  wifdom  of  God  in 
a  myftery  has  been  publilhed.  Real  learning 
confifts  in  a  faving  experimental  knowledge  of 
God,  and  of  an  intereft  in  his  favour.  Unlearned 
men  arc  empty  profcffors,  who  are  ignorant  of 

God, 
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Cod,  and  wreft  his  word  t6  their  own  deftruftion. 
^  Pet.  ill.  6, 

Far  be  it  from  me  ever  to  expcft  either  truth 
or  fatire  from  you :  hot  truth,  for  want  of  grace  j 
nor  fatire,  for  want  of  wit.  The  Scriptures  fay 
nothing  about  the  charity  either  of  Arians  or  law- 
yers. The  former  rob  Chrift  of  his  glory,  and  his 
church  of  the  dignity  of  an  everlafting  righteoufnefs : 
and  the  Saviour  hints  that  fom.c  of  the  latter  will  be 
employed  to  fue  his  difciples  out  of  their  cloak  i 
and,  knowing  that  a  cloak  will  hardly  fuiHce^  he 
tells  them  to  give  the  coat  alfo. 

It  is  not.  fubfcribing  to  a  creed  that  will  make 
a  man  a  Chriilian^  any  more  than  a  fcrap  of  L^tin 
will  make  a  man  a  lawyer.  There  is  but  one  faith  5 
that  comes  from  God,  and  leads  to  him :  and  it 
you  could  pxovd  ypuc  own  faith,  you  would  not 
difapprove  of  mine* 

It  is  a  truths  the  Bible  is  very  fcanty  of  honed 
lawyers,  thpugh  they  aire  to  be  found  in  almoft: 

•  • 

every  body's  mouth  in  our  days.     The  fcfiptures 

give  us   an  account  of  the   church  of  God  for 

•  *  '  .    .         ■ 

upwards  of  four  thoufand  years ;  and  there  is  an 
account  of  one  Zenas  the  lawyer  walking  with 
Apolbs,  who  was  to  be  brought  on  his  journey 
and. be  fupplied  by  Titus;  but  what  he  waS,  or 
where  he  was  going,  1  know  not  j  there  is  nothing 
iaid  about  his  grace  or  his  honefty. 

I  once  fpcnt  an  evening  with  one  of  the  bed 
lawyers  that  ever  I  m.et  with  j  and  he  gave  me  a 
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humoroui  reproof  for  my  throw  at  honcft  lawyers  i 
and  told  me  that  he  believed  there  were  fuch 
things  in  being,  and  that  himfelf  was  one.  '«For 
inftance,"  iaid  he  <*  a  man  of  property  came  to 
me,  to  make  his  will  s  and  having  but  one  child,  a 
daughter,  who  had  nuuried  againft  his  will,  and 
without  his  confent,  he  was  determined  to  difinherit 
her.  I  reproved  him,  and  refufed  to  make  his 
will  i  and  is  not  that  a  proof  of  an  honeft  Lawyer  ?** 
I  aflced  him  if  the  hunutn  laws  that  he  handled 
would  allow  a  man  thus  to  cut  oflTa  chih),  and  kimi 
to  make  fuch  a  will?  He  replied  ^^Yesj^but 
he  could  not  in  confeience  do  it.  I  dien  told  him 
he  muft  not  pakn  his  honefty  upon  law,  but 
upon  equity :  he  was  not  a  lawyer,  but  an  honcft 
equiurian  i  for  confcience  prohibited  what  the  law 
allowed. 

I  am  btimate  with  another  of  the  profeffion, 
who  ferved  an  appremicelhip  in  die  country,  flnilhed 
his  ftudies  in  town,  and  began  to  praftife  his  pro- 
felCon ;  but,  as  foon  as  conviding  grace  reached 
his  heart,  he  left  it,  declaring  that  he  could  not 
keep  a  conlcience  for  God  and  get  hit  bread  bf 
that :  he  therefore  caft  it  off^  and  expofed  himfelf 
to  numberlefs  difficulties,  rather  than  have  anf 
thing  to  do  with  it ;  nor  has  he  to  this  day. 

As  to  confcience,  there  is  as  much  differcncd 

> 

between  people's  confciences  as  there  is  between 
their  principles.  Some  confciences  are  as  tXMigh 
as  a  bulPs  hide,  and  fome  are  as  tender  as  an 
oyftcn'   We  read  of  feme  being  feared  with  a 

hot 
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iiot  irons  ahd  fomcj  like  David^s,  t«^l fmitt  fitf 
tiic  kaft  o^ce>  as  his  finott  faim  wkcn  he  only 
cut  off  the  Ikirt  of  a  murderer  who  fotig^  hia 
life.  If  you  had  a  confcicnce  like  the  former^ 
you  eotdd  (Wallow  an  oath^  a  briber  or  a  lie,  widi 
tnote  ede  than  anodier  coutd  make  a  will. 

Oovtminent  idelf  ftems  to  hare  had  att  eyfe 
to  the  aoomnt  diat  tiie  Ibriptores  give  of  UWyets^ 
fay  wppcMug  an  umycrfd  guardian  for  widows, 
wphansy  and  hmaticst  befides  a  high  court  of 
tquky,  and  an  inferior  court  of  confcience :  thefe> 
like  the  andent  dues  of  refuge,  txt  to  fhdter 
%vidows,  orphans,  and  property^  from  the  endlels 
fmts  of  bwyers,  as  thofe  did  the  manflaycr 
Irom  the  purfuits  of  the  avenger  of  bloods 

To  expeft  Chriftian  patience  to  be  afted  where 
no  Chriftian  prindples  are  implanted,  is  to  great  a 
fiaradox  as  to  cacpeft  honefty  fit>m  a  di£hone(^ 
kwyen 

Why  you  Ihould  tall  yourfelf  <*  i  rogue  and  an 
impoftor,"  and  palm  it  upon  me,  in  your  dialogue^ 
I  know  not»  And  how  can  you  dreaih  of  being 
kievitaUy  damned,  and  at  the  fame  tirne  intimate 
the  pra&tcabtlicy  of  keeping  a  good  confcience 
towards  God  in  the  putfuit  of  your  profeition  ? 
Piamnation  and  a  good  confcience  can  never  go 
wgethen  Indeed,  Sir,  you  give  me  room  to 
fufpecc  that  confcience  does  not  fubfcribe  to  all 
you  write.     Let  a  man  be  a  lawyer,  a  quack-  doftor, 
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or  what  he  may — ^without  repentance  he  WiH 
.inevitably  perifh.  But  if  God  fhould  give  re- 
pentance even^  to  a  lawyer,  he  would  favc  his 
foul ;  for  the  fcripture  intimates  that  he  would  thca 
'Je/pJ/e  th  gain  t>f  oppreffionsy  Jbake  bis  hands  fircm 
holding  ofhribes^  flop,  his  Mrs  from  bearing  of  bUod  \ 
cndjbut,  bis  ya  from  Jiting  of  evil  (Ifa.xxxiii.  15); 
which  are  things  that  accompany  falvation. 

I  never  murmur>  Sir,  againft  paying  either 
dues,  culloms,  or  taxes%  God  has  ^ven  us  one 
of  the  molt  fruitful  and  befl:  countries  in  the 
world ;  and  if  it  be  involved  in  a  war,  every 
one  that  has  finned  has  had  a  hand  in  it  1  and 
therefore  ought  to  do  his  utmoft  againfi:  an  invad* 
ing  enemy,  who  would  rob  us  of  the  inheritance 
which  God  gave  to  our  Others,  And  for  my 
own  part,  I  would  fooner  pay  ten  pounds  in  taxes 
towards  the  fupport  of  a  defenfive  war,  than  two 
mites  for  the  name  of  a  client,  knowing  there  is 
fo  little  law  for  a  &rthing» 

You  do  me  wrong.  Sir — you  make  your  fancied 
antagonift  fpeak  what  you  pleafe,  and  then  palm 
it  upon  Mr.  Huntington.  I  never  faid  the  Lord 
was  your  Saviour ;  nor  did  I  ever  entertain  fuch 
a  thought.  I  always  endeavour  to  bring  my 
matter  wholly  from  the  bible;  and  God  forbid 
that  1  fhould  pervert  fcripture  to  juftify  you !  I 
never  read  that  an  honeft  or  a  converted  lawyer 
was  once  named  in  all  the   book  of  God — nor 

you 


C    9    ) 

you  neitlier;  and,  therefore,  tvhat  could  I  faring 
from  thence  to  prove  your  juftification  ? 

I  think  your  dialogue  has  been  carried  on  be- 
tween Mr.  Latitat  and  Confcience,  inftead  of  Mr. 
Huntington ;  and  it  appears  to  ine  that  confcience 
has  given  you  a  good  dogging.  No  doubt  but 
you  are  "  guided  by  reafon  and  religion  j"  reafon 
firfl-^  and  religion  afterwards — that  is,  you  will 
follow  that  religion  that  you  have  reafon  to 
think  will  produce  you  the  moft  clients.  Yours 
is  a  reafonable  obedience.  Sir:  it  is  not  like 
Abraham's  who  left  the  home^ftall  behind,  and 
obeyed  in  going  out>  not  knowing  whkher  he 
went. 

The  Saviour's  wo  to  the  lawyers  leems  to 
hang  heavy  upon  your  mind,  as  you  bring  it  in 
upon  every  occafion.  If  your  confcience  is  as 
good  as  you  would  have  us  believe,  and  if  you 
have  never  laden  men  with  burdens  grievous  to 
be  born,  that  wo  will  have  no  more  weight  upon 
your  confcience  than  a  fuincr*s  caufclcfs  curfe 
has  upon  mine. 

I  never  once  thought  that. a  gentleman  of  your 

'  profeflion  fpun  out  an  argument  for  the  fake  of 

prolixity;   or  any  fuch    worthlefs   thing.     I    am 

inclined  to  think  you  have  better  things  in  view, 

and  that  it  is  done  entirely  for  money. 

Your  antagonift  has  handled  you  very  faithfully — 
IVo  unto  you  lawyers^  &c.  &c.  and  has  left 
you  to  make  the  application,  like  an  honeft  divine. 

And 
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And  he  is  juftifiabto  in  caliing  you,  as  jrou  htve 
made  him,  a  ferpenc  and  a  viper ;  becaufe  lies 
are  palmed  (by  the  Saviour)  upon  the  old  fapent* 
the  father  of  lies  %  whofe  trade  you  follow,  by  i£ert« 
ing  that  ^^  between  twenty  and  thirty  pouocfa  were 
paid  for  my  lbn»**  when  full  thirty  were  paid :  wd^ 
had  a  lawyer  been  employed^  no  doubt  &ttf 
would  have  been  pwi-4mt  nothing  left  for 
my  fom  The  lawyer  got  but  thitty  pounds 
ten  Ihilliogs  for  the  Sunbury  fuit,  inftead  of  near 
Ibrty. 

*Tb  pity  any  man  Ihould  be  fued  ibr  making 
improvements,  while  others  can  get  fuch  ao^ 
fees  for  making  inroads;  but  (bme  may  ftcal 
a  horfe  iboner  than  another  look  over  a  he^. 
There  is  utterly  a  fiiuk  in  going  to  laW}  bat  I 
was  on  the  defenfive*  Nor  is  the  £uik  in  the  law» 
but  in  them  that  handle  k.  The  law  calls  for 
juftice»   but  lawyers   for   moncyw<«-ti^  /$  $bg 

VfTOp  U  up. 

Far  be  k  firom  me  to  call  the  num  knaviA  i 
I  think  he  aAed  wifely :  he  made  a  good  job  of 
it^  and  got  his  moneys  and>  what  is  ffill  mon^  die 
perfonwho  employed  him  as  hb  ageo^  being 
in  his  debt,  he  could  not  truft,  but  nude  me 
pay  him.  He  paid  himielf,  and  feft  his  empkye# 
to  ftrike  the  balance:  which  (hews  that  lawyera 
agree  with  me  in  judgment  concemuig  hone%. 
I  never  faid  that  I  had  fufiered  by  lawyeirs ;  f^f 
from  it:  what  they  deipandcd  Providence  ienc 
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it^  and  ic  was  paid  willingly  s  and  I  confeffed 
that  God  gave,  and  that  he  took  away. 

You  Ihould  leave  divine  charity  aiid  the  Saviour^s 
mecknels  out  of  your  jargon  i  uttering  fidiehood 
and  flander»  and  upbraiding  a  pardoned  finner 
for  the  fin  of  his  youth.  Jumbling  thefe  things 
with  the  love  of  God  and  the  compaffioa  of 
the  Saviour  will  found  no  bettei^  in  the  ears  of 
a  judicious  Chriftian,  than  the  Uberal  pretenfions 
of  Judas,  who  reproved  wafte  in  Mary  only  co 
get  the  price  of  the  funeral  ointment  into  his 
own  bag. 

*«    CSforUj  /ufiritb  hngS    True,    Sir,  rather 

dian^ve  up  the  reli^on  of  Jefos,  faithfiilneis  in 

his  cauie,  or  the  truths  of  his  word.    It  is  kind  to 

all  that  love  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  in  fiocerity 

and   truth,  and   to   one's    fellow-creature  i   but 

never  kind  to  (lander,  opprelfion,  oppofition,  nor 

ficurrility •    It  MiiWtb  all  things  that  God  hath  &d^ 

and  bapetb  for  aU  things  that  he  \ss  promifed.    Is 

not  safily  prwdked  at  any  thing  but  fin ;,  at  «4ttch 

God  himfelf  was  provoked,  in  rebellious  Ifi'acl,  for 

forqr  years  together.    Tbinketb  no  evil  la  God's 

word,  works,  or  ways  ^  nor  evil  in  a  good  man ;  nor 

crer  plotteth  evil  againft  the  wicked : — ^but  diinkctb 

no  good  in  devils  i  nor  in  a  fcorning  lawyer,  as 

appears  by  the  fountain  of  charity — /iPJ^  woo  ym 

Lawytrs!  How   fan.jou,  hing   nil^  Jftak  good 

things  f 

«  None 
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"  None  fo  meek  and  lowly  as  the  Savicmr.*' — * 
And  to  thoft  wliom  he  came  to  lave  he  afways 
ftiewcd  it,  unlels  when  reproof  was.  neceffary; 
then  he  fometimcs  fliewed  divine  difpleafure.  But, 
when  he  had  a  taunting  lawyer  to  deal  with,  he 
appeared  the  lion  of  the  tribe  of  Judah,  and 
fpakc  like  an  angry  judge:  for  after  he  had 
reproved  the  religious  order  with  a — Wo  unto 
yoUy  Scribes  and  Pharifeesy  hypocrites ^  for  ye  are 
as  graves  that  appear  not — one  of  your  profcffion 
was  offended.  Then  anfwered  one  of  the  laiqyers^ 
and  faid  unto  him^  Majler^  thus  fayingy  thou  re^ 
froacheft  us  alfo.  And  he  faid^  Wo  unto  you  alfOy 
je  lawyers ;  for  ye  lade  men  with  burdens  grievous 
to  be  bomy  and  ye  yourjelves  touch  not  the  burdens 
with  one  of  your  fingers. — Wo  unto  you^  Lawyer s^ 
for  ye  have  taken  away  the  key  of  knowledge.  Jnd^ 
as  he  faid  thefe  things  unto  themy  they  began  to 
urge  him  vehemently y  and  to  provoke  him  to  /peak 
of  many  things.  Thus  the  fountain  of  charity  has 
been  provoked  by  a  lawyer. 

When  the  Saviour  faid  Wo  unto  you.  Lawyers, 
it  was  without  rellriftionj  confcience  was  left  to 
fecond  the  motion,  and  make  application.  And, 
Ifvhen  the  proverb  fays.  Who  can  find  a  virtuous 
woman?  every  one  who  has  got  fuch  a.,  bleffmg 
may  ftand  forth,  and  lay,  "  I  can." 

The  Saviour^s  wo  is  to  whorti  it  may  concern. 
He  once  told  a  lawyer  that  he  was  not  far  froni 
the  kingdom  of  Godi   but  wc  do   not   read  of 

h» 
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his  getting  into  it.  He  had  told  the  Lord  tliat 
to  love  God  with  all  the  heart,  foul,  mind,  -and 
flrcngth,  was  more  than  all  whole  burnt-ofFerings 
and  iaciificcs :  which  v/as  a  tru  •  confeffioa  ;  but 
faith  in  the  heart,  and  faith  in  Chrift,  were  wanting. 
With  the  heart  man  belicveth,  and  with  tlvc 
tongue  confeflion  is  made. 

There-  niay  be  fuch  charaiSbers  as  ho?ieft  lajwjrers 

in  the  world,  though  the  bibk  4oth  aor/give  us 

cxprcfs    account^of  any.     And,  ;if  I  was  to  afk 

^«  Who  can  find   one?''    I   (hould  put  nq  more 

;  contcqnpt  upon   the  cloth  than  the  proverb   tl>at 

GifSy.ff^o  can  find  a ^virtHflus  woman?  caftsiipoa 

thc'femilc  fex,  which  is.  a  larger  body  corporacc 

than"  that  of  the  lawycrsj  or  clfe  wo  be  jto  us, 

andDL>  all  the  world.   And  \i\t  proverb— £z;frj^  pa* 

(like  you,  Sir)  will  proclaim  bis  own  goodpefrj  hul 

a  faithful', man   who  can  find  ? — you    niigljt  fay 

is   a  contcnpt  of  all  die  hunrian  rac^  (wfiich  arc 

not  all  lawyers,  for  there  are  fomewhp  are  partakers 

of  grace;)  and  yet  the  proveibial  challc;nge  has 

a  meaning,  all  beiag  concluded  in  unbelief. 

For  my  own  part»  J  .would  as  foon,  undertake 
to  fi:^d  a  faithful  man>  or  a,  virtuous  woman,  as 
an  honeft  lawyer^  and,  '^  compelled  to  undertake 
an  cndkrfs  fcarch.  aftf?.  the.  latter,  I  would ;qqt 
chufe  ro  begin,  with  yoj^.rfor,  though  you.  hare 
got  the  word  lov:e  ip  -your  confeffion,  as  the 
liiwyer  in   the  gofpel  lud  in  his,   which  ^i?  Ac 
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greateft  thing  in  the  kingdom  of  God;  yet 
your  heart  may  be  as  far  from  it  as  hi^  was« 
Your  great  outcry  gives  room  for  fulpiciom  The 
lawyer  who  firft  cried  out  in  behalf  of  the  fiaternity^, 
in  the  gofpel^  was  die  firft  that  received  the 
denunciation.  Sc  fi^fhig^  tbou  refroachijt  us  dl/b, 
And  Jefus  faid,  fFo  unto  you  lawyers. 

Your  counfel,  like  dut  of  Ahithophel,  is  not 
good»  Yoy  feem  to  be  a  ftranger  to  the  root 
iA  the  matter,  Befides^  a  man  who  will  give  me 
counfel  muft  not  upbraid  me  with  the  fins  of 
my  youth,  after  repentance  obtained^  and  a  pub&c . 
and  private  confeflion  made.  This  is  not  a£ling 
like  God^  who  giveth  liberallyy  and  upbraideth 
not  I  but  like  the  devils  who  acciifes  for  w^at  is 
^aft  and  pardoned.  If  I  was  to  be  ftoned  to*mor« 
row  by  a  lawyer  that  is  innocent  in  thought^  word, 
and  deed>  I  ihould  expeft  no  great  danger  fix>m 
you.  Thofe  who  accufed  the  adulterous  woman 
all  fled  when  the  Saviour  defcribed  the  executioner* 
He  ibat  is  wiibout  Jin^  let  bim  firft  caft  a  ftune  at  ber 
— was  fufficient.  There  were  many  accuiera,  but 
not  one  to  execute  the  fentence ;  conicience  flogged 
them  all  out  of  court  as  ibon  as  the  Judge  bid 
them  do  their  office.  And^  if  I  wjis  to  be  broug^ 
forth,  he  would  ferve  you  the  fame,  and  I  Ihoidd 
be  (as  flie  was)  left  alone  with  Jefus ;  for  neither 
devils  nor  lawyers  can  prevail  againft  a  finner  at 
the  htt  of  the  wonderful  CounfcUor,  and  the  Judge 
ofiA  dieearth«t 

You 
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Ton  feem  to  take  offence  at  a  fingle  word  or 
two,  in  TOf  writings,  without  underftan^g  my 
fcope.  I  ieldom  or  ever  mention  or  interfere 
with  the  world.  H^bat  have  I  to  do  vritb  tbim 
ihmt  are  wilbouit  My  bufinefi  is  chiefly  with 
chofe  who  are  within.  It  is  profeflbrs  that  I  have 
to  do  with.  Lawyers  and  c^nnfellors^  who  mind 
only  their  own  employments^  and  let  religion  and 
the  gofpel  d[  Jeftis  alone;  who  never  come 
within  reach  of  the  gofpel  found;  keep  without 
the  pale  of  the  churchy  and  aime  not  under  the 
nobce  or  cognizance  of  the  gofpel  miniftry;  I 
hasve  nodilng  to  do  >vith — it  is  profef&ng  lawyers 
tfaac  Chrift  pronounced  his  wo  ag^ft,  who  were 
profefiors  of  the  Jewifli  churaL  My  book  of 
the  Skeleton  is  written  to  profefibts  of  whatrrer 
calling  or  denomination,  whom  it  may  concern ; 
90d  to  gracdefs  profeffiurs  in  particular,  to  Ibew 
them  their.  errars>  and  to  caution  ochers  agaiaft 
fucfa  aa  Kc  in  wait  only  to  deceive. 

I  ihali  obey  your  voices  if  they  fue  mt  fotmf 
coat  or  ckak,  they  will  moft.furely  have  it.  I 
ioaSa  bear  the  crofs  with  all  the  patience  I  can^ 
ocfaort  the  unruly,  pray  for  my  enemies,  and 
l^ve  fiicK  feafonabk  admonition  as  the  Lord 
jQiatt  fiirnifh  me  with }  and  i^  even  a  profeflSng 
Jawyer  ihould  ftand  in  the  way  of  my  nrriniflry^ 
I  ft&att  vfe  ikarpnefs,  according  t04ftie  power  given 
me.  An  attorney  who>  minds  nothing*  but  hw, 
^BoA  lees  the  gofpel  alone,  ads  in  charafter ;  but 

the 
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the  man  who  carries  on  the  follovTing  diings,  which 
you  mentiont  under  a  cloak  of  religion,  is  no  more, 
like  the  former  character  than  Simon  Magus  was 
like  Jt^icodemus. 

:*^  Are  ther^  not  many  particulars,  fuch  as 
fididous  pleading  and  ftatemcnt  of  fafts>'to  be 
obienred>  which  you  are  aware  do  not  exift?** 
You  puzzle  me,  Sir,  with  your  learning.  If 
your  ftacenrients  and  pleas  be  nothing  but  fiAions, 
how  can  they  be  h&s  ?  If  you  ftate  things  againft 
arperfon  which  have  no  exiftence,  then  you  lay 
things  to  his  charge  that  he  knows  not;- ^and 
loftead  of  pleading  againft  a  man  his  own  tm« 
proach,  (Job  xix.  5,)  you  cither  bear,  or  cbOn* 
tenahce,  a  falle  wimels  againft  your  neighbour. 
-1-And  can  you  do  thde  things  under  a  profeflion 
ctf.religioti  ? 

'  If  you  undertake  caufes  for  your  clients  which 
yjou.  know  you  cannot  pofllbly  fucceed  in,  (as  you 
fay)  then  it  is  clear  that,  for  the  fake  of  manrunon, 
you  fet  yfourfelf  againfl  God,  againft  truth,  law, 
jpftic^  and  equity;  and  would  rejJuce  »a  hnuiy 
to  gofertyfor  a  little  ill-gotten  wealth.  Heiimt 
gettftb  riffles,  and  mt  by  righf^  Jhall  leave  them 
iHtbs  miifi  of  his  day  Sy  and  at  .U$  .end  Jhdl  be  a^ 
ffc^.^  If  your  .confcience  bo  clear  of  thefc  things* 
)rou  needed -y  not  have  brpijghp  them  forithj  wd> 
if  guiJty,  your  confcience.  will .  make  a;  feultscring 
anfwer  aijtheg^eat  tribunal.  ,  .  .:  ;... 
«i  You jffill  pcrfift  to  include  the  whok  profeflion 
/:  in 
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in  the  bondage  of  iniquity/'  I  dtnf  die  charge. 
My  book  is  written  a^nft  the  Arminians  $  and 
tfit  contains  «ny  thiiig  againd  your  profef&on,  it 
18  delivered  in  tkc  Saviour's  way»  without  re* 
ftridion.  ^a  unto  you  lawyers^  He  doth  not 
fity,  Wd  unto  fonoe ;  nor.  Wo  unto  all ;  thofe 
vofxla  are  left  out :  b^,  fP'o  unto  you  Ifivoyers  i 
wo  unto  tbem  whom  the  wo  may  concern, 

^<  You  ihall  Gzperiqice  the  (atisfadion  that 
arifes  firom  an  xipright  heart'*  This  is  a  great 
chiog  for  a  lawyer  to  fay;  and^  for  my  part,  I 
aai  flow  of  heart  to  believe.  Befides^  telling 
yoMT  readers  that  you  have  had  a  dialogue  with 
me  is  a  falfi^s  and  ripping  up  the  fins  of  my 
youth,  and  fpeaking  falfely  about  them,  is  flander. 
Lying  and  flandering  do  not  proceed  from  the 
good  treafure  of  an  upright  heart. 

^^  That  unlawful  advantages  are  not  peculiar 
to  profeffors  of  law,  any  more  than  to  thofe  of  the 
gofpel/'  will  not  be  eafily  credited  j  though  a  mere 
profefTion  of  the  goipel  will  never  change  the 
heart  or  practice  of  one  that  is  given  to  extortion, 
but  a  real  poirefilon  of  the  grace  of  the  goipel 
will. 

*'  The  law  is  founded  on  reafon/*^  I  always 
thought  that  law  was  founded  on  truth;  but,  as 
for  Reafon,  {he  fometimes  calls  evil  good^  and  good 
evil;  and  puts  darknefs  for  light ^  and  light  for 
darknefs  (I fa.  v.  20)  ;  and  often  contradi&s  truth. 
I  am  inclined  to  think  that  your  code  of  realbn's 
laws,  and  yourfelf  too,  wilt  be  art;aigned  and  tried 
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by  laws  founded  on  truth;  and  by  the  God  of 
truth,   whofe   judgment   i&  according   to   truth: 
which  are  things  that  few  carnal  reafoncrs   care 
to  hear  of,  and  which,  widi  great  violcnoe»  they 
often  reafon  againft. 

*'  There  is  an  etiquette  to  be  obfenred,   which 
(to  fuch  an  one  as  myittf)'  may  feem  at^urd  and 
ridiculoljs,   and  a  violation  of  reafdn  and  truth; 
and  yet  perfeftly  confifterit  with  both,  and  with 
juftice  too :    for,    from    the   viciflitudes    of  the 
times,  and  occurrences  of  new  circumftances,  fidions 
have  for  a  long  time  been  thought  necef]ary»  and 
allowed  of*  in   many  cafes/*     This   is  a  llraoge 
paragraph  ! — but  I  underftand  it  j     and  have  no 
doubt  that  at  times  you  find  thefe  things  necef&ry 
in  fomc  occurrences  of  new  circumftances ;  fuch  as, 
when  a  villanous  plaintiff  aims  at  the  reputation 
or   property  of  his  neighbour,   and   the  injured 
defendant  produces  a   number  of  ftubborn  fafts 
to  vindicate  his  right  and  expofe  the  villain ;  then 
it  becomes  neccflary  to  have  recourfe  to  etiquette 
and   fidion,   in    order  to   puzzle,    perplex,    and 
involve  the  fubjedt  i    to  furnifh   an  advocate  with 
a  thoufand    arguments,  which   ierve  to   baffle  a 
limple  and  honed  witnefs ;   enrage  the  defendant,     . 
that  he  may  haftily  utter  fomething  to  be  caught 
at,  which  may  ferve  to  confound  the  jury,  weary 
the   judge,    and    multiply    extra   fees — which  is 
the  attorney's  end  and  the  client's  wo.  I 

**  The  Saviour's  fimilitudes  and  lawyers*  fi<aions 
,{ia  your  opinion)  are  nearly  fynonymoas."     No; 
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in  m]^  opinion,  ttey  widely  differ.  The  Saviour*s 
(imilitudes  have^  or  have  had^  exigence,  but 
lawyers'  fictions  never  had.  The  Lord's  fimilitudes 
convey  trudij  lawyers'  fiftions  convey  lies.  The. 
Saviour's  fimiiitudes  inftrufted  the  people  j  lawyers' 
fi6tions  blind  and  confound  them.  Chrift  conveyed 
ipiritual  treafure  to  the  heart  j  the  lawyer  draws 
treaftape  front)  the  pocket.  Chrift  fed  the  mind; 
the  lawyer  pinches  the  belly.  Jcfus  faves  the 
foul  i  the  other  often  ftarves  the  body.  Therefore 
the  Lord's  fimiiitudes  and  your  fictions  are  no 
more  fynonymous  than  Pharaoh's  fat  and  lean 
ktoe !  one  clafs  fed  on  their  common  food,  and 
looked  well ;  the  other  devoured  their  fellow  kine» 
but  never  looked  the  better.  The  one  fed  on 
graft,  and  throve^  the  other  on  flefh,  and 
ftarved. 

But  do.  Sir,  explain  the  ambiguous  phra(e 
etiquette i  for  you  are  a  barbarian  unco  me.  It 
is  like  fpeaking  into  the  air:  you  may  fpeak 
well,  but  1  am  not  edified;  and  is  it  not  better 
to  fpeak  one  word  to  edification,  than  .ten  tboufand 
in  an  unknown  tongue  ? 

You  tell  me  **  there  is  an  etiquette  to  be  ob- 
fcrved,  which,  to  a  man  unverfed  therein,  (a^ 
you  prefume  me  to  be)  may  feem  abfurd  and 
ridiculous,  and  a  violation  of  reafon  and  truth, 
and  yet  confident  with  both."  If  it  be  any 
thing,  that  lies  within  the  compafs  of  natural  reafon 
and^  truth,  why  Qiould  I  be  fo  unverfed  therein  ? 
And,    if  confiflent  with   ;he  principles  of  reafon 
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and  truthj  why  fhould  it  appear  to  me  abfmd, 
ridiculousj  and  a  violation  of  both  ?  Either  I  muft 
be  deftitute  of  common  ienfe  and  reafon,  or  elfe 
etiquette  muft  be  ibmething  that  goes  beyond 
the  common  abilities  given  by  the  God  of  nature^ 
I  always  thought  that  human  learning  Iprung 
from  the  abilities  which  God  gives  to  men  s  but 
according  to  you,  it  is  otherwife;  for  there  is 
fomething  in  etiquette  confiftent  with  reafbn  and 
truth,  that  to  a  man  of  tnith  and  reafoo  -may 
ieem  abfurd,  ridiculous,  and  a  violation  of  both. 
You  (hould  }et  fuch  words  alone,  uok/s  you 
underftand  them.  It  expoles  a  man*s  ignorance 
to  bring  in  a  word  that  in  its  genuine  onginal 
(igniBcation  means  fimply  a  note  or  ticket  on  a 
bag,  as  Boy^r's  French  OiAionary  inform^  eVety 
fchoolboy,  and  then  to  couple  it  with  fictions.  A 
ticket  is  one  thing,  a  lie  is  another:  however, 
the  tickets  in  the  lawyer's  bag  are  generally  coo* 
trived  to  take  the  notes  out  of  his  client's  money- 
bag ;  and  fo  far  the  allufion  is  ipore  applicable 
than  the  writer  himfe}f  feenns  to  have  been  aware 
of. 

However,  though  I  underftand  not  the  myftery 
of  fidion,  it  is  plain  from  this  piece  of  yours, 
that  it  has  been  exploded  by  fome  who  have 
underftood  it:  for  you  tell  jne  that  ^  Fidioi>s 
were  formerly  termed  an  abufe  of  law  i  but,  from 
the  viciflltudes  of  the  times,  and  occurrences  of 
new  circumftances,  they  have  been  a  long  time 
thought    ncceflary,    and    allowctl.''    Times    are 
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clitnged  indeed^  if  abufive  .fidHons  are  become 
neceffaiy  !  Either  the  ancients  had  more  oon^ 
fcience,  and  lefs  duplicicyj  of  die  modern,  wifilom 
has  made  them  fools^  by  confecrating  their  abufc 
to  a  neceflary  good.  To  be  plain:  the  term 
6dion».in  oppoficion  to  faL6t,  means  a  liei  and 
h&i  in  oppoficion  to  fidtionj  means  the  truth* 
I  am  inclined  to  think  this  is  a  jargon  peculiar 
to  yourfelf.  Gypfies  have  their  own  gibberilhs 
•nd  every  juggler  has  his  own  dialefl:^  which  ferves 
to  puzzle  the  wife,  confound  the  ignorant^  and 
blind  the  judicious.  A  fi£tion  may  be  necefiary 
to  muddle  a  man's  brains,  and  plunder  his  purfe ; 
but  there  is  no  call  for  it  to  bring  iniquity  to  lights 
condemn  the  wicked^  or  juftify  the  righteous. 
Therefore  the  ancients  in  terming  it  an  abufc  of 
law,  (hew  theit;^  honefty^  its  being  now  allowed 
of  ihews  the  corruption  of  the  prefent  tioies  i  and 
they  who  ufe  it  are  no  better  than  dme-iervers : 
fo  that  you  may  with  juftice  adopt  the  motto 
of  the  poet-^Tempora  mutatitur^  et  n$s  nmtamur 
in  iilis^^As  the  times  change,  fo  change  we. 

As  a  minifter  of  the  gofpel,  I  have  a  right 
to  ufe  my  liberty,  and  to  drop  a  word  againft 
a  diflioneft  bwycr  or  any  other  diihoneft  man, 
and  leave  confcience  to  apply  ic.  And,  however 
cenfbrious  you  may  think  me  to  be,  this  is  no 
new  opinion*  One  who  probably  knew  more  of 
)aw,  wd  lawyers  too,  than  ever  I  did,  or  perhaps 
ever  fhall,  has  gone  beyond  me,  and  left  his 
jvdgnaent  t)f  the  profeffion  in  general  in  a  very 
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finguUr  q)itaph,  which  I  heartily .  recommend  to 
your  peruial>  leaving  you  to  make  your  own  zp^ 
plication.     The  epitaph   alluded  to  may  be  feen. 
in  the  burying  ground  of  St.  Pancras>  to  the;fol^ 
lowing  effefl : — 

This  done  is  infcrtbed  to  tbe  Memorr  of  Mr. Thomas  AftBOT^^ 
of  SwaiTbani,  in  the  County  of  Norfolk,  Attorney  at  Law; 
who  died  lamented  by  his  Friends,  (Eneoiirs  be  had  nooe) 
after  a  painful  and  tedious  illnei's,  ^hich  he  bore  with  the 
Patience,  Re  fig  nation,  and  Fortiiude  of  a  d^ingMan.  He 
departed  this  Life  Auguft  10,  Anno  Dooiini  1 762.  Aged  48, 

Here  licth  one,  {helieve  it  if  you  can ;) 
Who,  though  a  Lawyer,  was  an  honeft  Man.  ' ' 
The  gates  of  Heaven  to  him  will  open  m  ide, 
Sat  will  be  ihut  to  all  the  Tribe  befide. 

I  chink  it  1%  a  pity  tHar  you  introduce  the  fcrip* 
tures  into  your  empty*  harangue.  You  might 
have  ihot  your  bolts  at  me^  and  let  the  word  of 
God  abne;  for  it  is  but  a  parable  in  the  mouth 
of  a  ho\  at  beft.-^*«  Jonathan,  David's  uncle, 
was  a  counfellor,  a  wife  man,  and  a  fecretary.** 
1  Chron.  xxvii.  37.  He  might  belong  to  David's 
privy-council,  be  a  wife  politician,  and  a  fccrctary 
of  ftatc,  and  yet  be  deftitute  of  that  wifdom  which 
makes  a  man  wife  to  falvation.  We'read  of  God's 
taking  the  wife  in  their  own  craftinefs,  and  carrying 
the  counfel  of  the  froward  headlong.  Gracelefs 
counfcUors,  however  wife,  inftead*  of  inheriting 
Solomon's  better  portion,  are  entitled  to  the  worft  i 
The  wife  [in  Chtift]  Jhall  inhtrlt  gloryy  iutjbame 
Jball  be  the  promotion  of  focls  (Prov,  iii.  35.)  5 
Ahithophel  was  ope  of  David's  counfcUors  (iChror\, 
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»^ii-^S)r  and  the  coiihfil  which  he  coiurtfeUed 
was  as  if  a  man  had  inquired  at  the  oracie  of 
God;  i  Sam.  xvi.  123.  He  was  Da;trid'i  equsk 
his  gQide>'and  hi^  acquaintances  with- whom* be 
tookf^ect"  counfel,  and  walked  to  the  houfe  of 
6od:  fet  all  this^did  not  entide  him  to  glory  1 
nor  ^as  his  end  Jtke*  that  of  the  perfeft  sod  tbb 
upright,*  which  is  peaoeJ 

There  were  (cribes  who  werc-wricers  and  ex* 

poundirs  of  the  law  of  God  -,  fuch  as  r.Ezraj  who 

f\  6od  iH  a  pulpit,  ^itnd  read^  gave  .the  ;  fenfe,  aod 

caufed   his   audienii^  to  undel-(taiid  die  reading* 

Nch.  vi5iJ  4,  SV    Thcfe    Were  li>iSriM«al  lawyers; 

vfho  handled    the  w^ighty^   matters  .of  the  law; 

and    carried  on .  a   h6ly   fuit  between    God  and 

confcierice.     And  there  are  fuch  ftill,    who  are 

fpiritual  fcribes,  inftru£ted  unto  the  kingdom  of 

God ;  who  bring  forth  things  out  of  their  trca- 

fiires,  new  and  old.     Thefe  arc  fcribes  and  wife 

men   that  the  wifdom  of  God  fends;  who  are 

td  be  perfecuted  by  the  wicked,  that  they  may 

flu  up  the  meafure*  of  their  wickednefs  by  doing 

it.     Thefe  fpiritual  fcribes  handle  the  law  of  God 

lawfully,  and  the  law  of  faith  evangctically  1  and, 

by   their  life   and  doftrine,    plunder  the  devirs 

kingdom,  and  are  ufeful  to  foujs,  and  of  more 

value  to  Chrift  than  many  farrows.     But  there 

is  another  futt  of  lawyers,   who   handle  the.  law$ 

pertaining  to  civil  juftice,  and  to.  pctfonal  right 

and  property  r  itjch  -a*  Samuci**  *)iw,  ::i*hD  perf 
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verted  joftice  tnd  took  favibes^  Thtf^  aie  men 
who  fue  at  the  Uw»  not  to  refinie  fools  fit>iQ 
Satan^  but  to  ftrip  the  bodies  of  ttien  of  their  doaka 
aad  coata ;  who  judge  for  htre,  and  look  for  gaio 
every  one  from  his  quarter^  that  prey  upon  die 
widow»  and  rob  the  fatherlefs;  who  caft  trudi 
down  in  die  ftreet»  and  forbid  equity  to  fhew  her 
£ice ;  who  turn  judgment  into  wormwood^  md  the 
font  of  righteoufiiefs  into  hemlock.  Thefe  fit 
at  times  in  the  gates  of  the  city^  watching  for 
the  prey  as  the  fpider  in  the  webi  who  catch 
at  eveiy  mite  aa  ihe  does  at  the  fly  $  who  fill 
their  tables  with  Ipoil^  and  their  bellies  with  plunder  % 
who  fzjf  Lit  MS  Jill  aurfelves  wiib  firong  drink ; 
mnd  HhmofTfm  Jball  be  as  this  dof^  and  much 
mwre  abundant.  Thefe  are  the  lawyers  at  whom 
the  Saviour*s  wo  is  levelled;  who  judgie  unjuftly» 
«nd  accept  die  perfons  of  the  wicked ;  who  abuic 
their  godlike  office,  as  devils  did  their  dignity 
and  habitation;  who  are  compared  to  a  bowing 
wall  and  a  tottering  fence;  therefore  it  is  no 
Wcmder  if  they  die  like  men,  and  fall  like  one 
of  Satan's  princes. 

•  If  you  make  a  fecond  appearance,  do  not  come 
forth  like  SanbaUat,  an  enea)y  in  the  bufbs  nor 
like  Mr.  Ladtat ;  he  lies  hid-  Shooting  in  fccret 
nuiy  become  you  as  a  lawyer,  •  but  not  as  a  hearer 
iac  the  Lock.  I  am  for  plain  dealing,  but  nQ 
friend  co  a  cunning  hunter*  Mr.  Uidtat  is  not 
hid :  I  know  whcce  he  lives,  and  his  friend  too  i 
•but  Wifh  no  acquaintance  with  either. 

THE    END. 

T.  BciNl«r«  Printer,  Bolt  Coart,  HMt  Itrcrt,  L9n4«at 
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That  ye — may  bf  able  to  comprehend  with  all  faints 
what  is  the  breadth y  and  lengthy  and  depth,  and 
height  i  and  to  know  the  love  ofCbriJi^  which  pajfetb 
knowledge^ 

My  Brethren> 

The  apdftle  Paul  j^  fo  pr<^ound  a  £bhoIar,  th^t 
I  cannot  prctcad  to  follow  hio) ;    every  time  JL 

Tefid  bir»  be  iets  m^,  as  it  'wcrc,  a  taik  impofliblc. 

I  ihci^fore  am  0t>Uged  to  msk^  up  a  iermoo  of 

bits  ami   fcrapl.     In  xbe  beginning  of  tjiis  chapter 

the  apoi^k  treats  Jar^ly  of  the  difpen&tion  of  ch^e 

grace  of  God  t^f»war^$  iixa.     fujly.  He  fpeaks  alfo 

of  a  .ony^ery  hidden  in  God  from  the  worlds  which 

was,  that  the  Gentiles  ^ould  be  fellow  heirs  wit^ 

At  Jews  of  the  promife  of  life,   ver.6.    ^dl^. 

I'hat  he  was  made  a  nainifter  of  this  grace  to  the 

Gentiles,  ver.  7.     ^dily^    He   expreflcs.  with  all 

humilky  his  unwior thinefs  of  this  grace  ^    and  y^t 

to  him  was  this  ^race  giveni  that  he  (haijikl  pteach 
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fimong  the  Gentiles  the  unfearchable  riches  of 
Chrift.  ver.  §•  S^^Yf  He  informs  us,  That  even 
now  is  made  known -to  the^  pFincipalities  and  powers 
(hat  refide  in  the  heavenly  places  by  the  church 
the  manifold  wifdon^  of  God.  ver.  lo.  And  the 
whole  of  thjs  fprung  from  the  eternal  purpofe  of 
God,  which  he  purpofed  in  Chrift  Jcfus  (ven  1 1)  ; 
in  whom,  that  is  in  Chrift,  we. have  a- holy  boldnefs, 
.and  free  ficcefs  to  God  %  and  that  with  confiden(;e 
of  being  •  accepted  by  the  faith  of  hini,  in  whom 
aU  the  prorriifes  of  God  are  yea  and.  amen,  to  the 
glory  of  God  the  Father,  ver.  12.  The  appftle 
deHres  that  the  Ephefians  might  not  faint  at  the 
tribulation  which  heen4ured;  (i^nifying  that  God 
did  not  fet  the  fufFerings  of  hisTervants  before  thtm 
with  a  view  to  difcourage  but  to  embolden  them, 
>nd  flrengthen  their  faith  ^  therefore  they  ought 
rather  to  glory  in  than  be  difmay^d  at  them.  ver.  13. 
The  apoftle  begins  prayiilg  in  the  n^iddie  of  tUs 
cpiftle,  arid  addreflfcs  the  Father  of  Chrift,  of  whom 
all  the  c\t&.  angels,  and  all  the  ele6t  of  the  human 
race,  called  the  family  of  heaven  and  earth,  are 
named,  ver.  15.'  The  bleding  that  the  apoftle 
^  craves  of  God  is,  that  the  Ephefians  might  be , 
*ftrengtH^ned'by  his  Spirit's  might  in  the  inner. man. 
By  the  ihner  man  he  means  the  whole  work  of  grace 
Ifvhich  is  in  every  renewed  foul,  and  is  called  the  new, 
'pr  the  inner  m'an,tis  corruption  and  pollution  are  caU 
'  |ed  the  bid  man:  It  is  as  though  the  apoftle' Bad  faid, 
|he  grace  and  Spirit  of  God,  which  hath  humbled 
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ahd  inclined  your  wills  to  chufe  Chriftiin  fubof^*" 
dinadon'  to  the  will  of  God/  has*  alfoj^pdnted 
Chrift  to  be  your  evcrlafting  portion;  And",  as 
the  apoille  took  it  for  granted  that  humbling  grace 
had  fubdued  their  wills,  and  purifying  grace  had  re^ 
newed  them  in  the  fpirit  of  their  minds^  fo  like-^ 
wife  he  judged  that  the  love  of  Gtxl  had  influenced 
their  afFeftions,  and  kindled  an  intenfe  defire  after 
the  enjoyment  of  Chrift  Jefus.  The  apoftle  wiflies 
and  prays*  that  the  fovereign  ahd  all-conquering 
grace  of  God  might  reign  and  rule  in  thdr  hearts 
and  confciences. 

Therefore  he  defires  the  eVcNblefled  Redeemer 
to  reign  and  rule  unmolefted,  and  without  a  rivals 
in  their  afFcftions,  as  if  they  were  feated  with  him 
on  his  throne.  The  apoftle  well  knew  that  erronc- ' 
ous  men  would  be  bufy  in  befiegirig  their  under- 
ftandings,  and  that  carnal  obje6ls  would  be  labouring 
tb  engrofs  their  afFeftions ;  vanity  to  entertain  their 
minds,  pleafures  to  attraA  their  defires^  and  legality 
to  entangle  and  govern  their  coofcicnces.  There- 
fore he  wilbes  their  inner  man  to  be  ftrengthened 
with  fpiritual  might ;  hinting  thereby  that  all  our 
refolutions,  efforts,  and  watchfulnefs,  would  not 
be  fufficient  bulwarks  againft  the  attempts  and  at- 
tacks of  Satan,  unlefs  they  were  ftrengthened  by 
the  fpiritual  might  of  God  Almighty. 

The  apofUe  well  knew,  by  his  own  experiencCi 
that  Satan  would  lay  ftrong  fiege  to  fuch  fouls  ; 
and  he  knew  for  a  truth  that,  if  one  fin  found  ac^ 
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Ceptance  ini  ehtertainment  in  the  (bul;  that  fin 
frfien  it  had  engrofled  the  aft^ftions^  wou^d  kt  ki 
many  more^  and  coitfeqikmly  Icwe  a  0tpv  or 
breach,  for  a  whole  troop  of  ^ecious  fios  to> 
follow. 

When  any  fin  has  gained  the  tkiindAtkQy  it  wUl 
influence  the  faint's  conver(ation,  and  prove  a. 
ftumbling-block  to  thofe  who  are  weak  in  faidbf 
for  the  life  and  walk  of  fuch  a  faint  would  appear 
froward,  and  the  tongue  perverfe  i  as  faith  the  wife 
man — /i  wbole/bme  toi$gui  is  a  tree  tf  Hfi }  but 
perverjenefs  iberein  is  a  breach  in  the  Jpirii.  Prov. 
XV.  4*  When  fin  is  indulged  by  us  the  Spirit  of 
God  fuipends,  in  a  meafure,  his  fortifying  influence, 
that  the  hackflider  in  hearc  niay  be  filled  with  his 
own  ways.  Prbv*  xir.  14. 

When  this  is  the  cafe  the  hedge  (to  our  feelings) 
is  broken  down^  and  we  tie  expoled  to  every  temp-* 
tation  ^  as  fays  the  Pfalmift — Why  luift  tbm  broUtt 
difwn  her  hedges^  J0  that  all  they  that  pafs  by  the 
v)ay  d$  pluck  her?  Pfal.  Ixxx,  la.  When  thus 
entangled  we  try  to  refift,  but  are  ftiU  rebuffed  or 
beaten  back  $  this  cau(es  rebellion  and  nttlrmuring 
to  take  poHellion  of  our  hearts  ;  aod  it  is  thus  that 
the  foe-ijbnejs  of  man  pervertetb  his  way  y  amt  his 
heart fretteth  agair^  the  Lord.  Prov.  xix.  3^ 

We  now  cxpcft  Chrift  to  ftep  ii»  to  heal  the 
breach^  bind  up  the  wound,  and  put  all  our  falfc 
gods  to  flight ;  and  for  this  we  pray,  but  he  fays, 
«  Noi   Where  arc  thy  gods  V  And  he  adds,  The 
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^d^lUir  in  heart  fluiU  bi  jBied  mtb  bis  tnmvk^k 
When  in  our  back(Udings  wc  find  this  td  be  the 
Ga&^  wc  begin  to  cavil  and  contend  viib  the  Saviour^ 
and  to  aflc  why  he  has  withdrawn  his  fornner 
loying^kindnefs  from  us  I  And,  he  being  the  in- 
juxed  rivals  dilutes  the  point  with,  us,  ^nd  we 
impiouQy  maintain  a  contention  with  him^  rather 
than  bear  the  indignation  oif  the  Lord^  againft 
whom  we  have  finned*  Mic.  vii.'9.  Thus,  fin 
having  feparated  between  Cbrift  and  the  foul  (Ifa* 
lix.  2.),  a  contention  with  him  items  to  fiiften  the 
bar  of  infidelity ;  as  it  is  written — J  brother  offended 
is  harder  to  be  won  tbanaftrong  cityi  and  their 
contentions  are  like  the  bars  of  a  eaftle*  Prov« 
xviii.  12.  If  a  contention  with  Chrift  is  as  the 
bars  of  a  caftle,  how  much  more  fo  when  rebeUion 
ftrcRgthens  them*? 

The  apoftle,  knowing  that  this  would  unavoid- 
ably be  the  cafe  where  fin  is  indulged,  eameftly 
prays  that  God  would  fortify  each  power  of  their 
renewed  fouls  with  ipiritual  might  againft  all  the 
invafions  of  the  deviL  ver.  1 6.  For  he  well  knew 
that,  if  their  fouls  were  ftrengtbened  with  divine 
might,  the  dear  Redeemer  would  keep  his  refidence 
in  their  hearts,  without  any  rival  being  let  into  their 
affedbions ;  which  he  hints  at  io  the  fevcnteenth 
verfe,  by  praying  that  Chrift  might  dwell  in  their . 
hearts  by  faith. 

The  apoftle  defires  that  Chrift,  as  their  king^ 
might  have  his  laws  loved,  obeyed,  and  neiediuted 
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on  in  their  minds }  and,  w  king  of  rightemlfadk^ 
that  his  blcffcd  fccptrc  might  be  fwayed  in  their 
afFee^ions  and  confciences ;  and  as  he  was  their 
atoning  Saviour^  that  peace  and  pardon  might  be 
fenfibly  enjoyed  in  their  fouls ;  and  that  the  alto- 
gether lovely  Saviour  might  be  enthroned^  exalted^ 
and  admired,  in  the  throne  of  their  hearts — That 
Cbriji^  faid  he,  may  dwill  in  your  harts  by  faitb^ 
that  ye.  may  be  rooted  and  grounded  in  love.  ver.  17. 
The  apoftle  well  knew  that  Chriltj  as  king  of 
righteoufnefs  and  king  of  peace,  did  not  reign  in 
the  world  $  as  it  is  written — I  came  not  to  fend  peace 
upon  earthy  but  a  fword  and  afire ;  and  what  will 
I  if  it  be  already  kindled  f  The  whole  world  is  not 
under  the  blcffcd  fway  of  the  fccptrc  of  grace ; 
Chrift  reigns  on  mount  Zion ;  but  all  men  are  not 
come  to  mount  Zion,  and  the  heavenly  Jerufalenu 
The  cleft,  and  them  only,  conftitute  the  gofpcl 
mount  Zion ;  as  it  is  written — The  Lord  hatbcbefen 
Zion,  be  bath  defired  it  for  bis  habitation.  And 
from  hence  it  is  that  he  difplays  his  admirable 
beauty  and  omnipotent  power;  as  fays,  the  Pfal- 
mill — Out  ofZion^  the  perfelfion  of  beauty^  Godbatb 
Jbined.  But  there  are  fome  who  plainly  afErm, 
and  ilill  adhere  to  this,  that  they  will  not  have  this 
man  to  reign  over  them.  And,  if  the  Lord  hold 
his  peace  at  them  when  they  make  thefe  vows,  it  is 
a  dreadful  (ign  that  they  are  not  eledled ;  and  conic* 
quentlv  all  their  vows  are  eftabliihed  that  they 
^'ve  bound  th^ir  fouls  .with,  and  all  their  vows 
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IhalliBxind.    None  can  make  tkeir  vow$  void  hut  a 
father  and  a  huiband ;  and  Chrifl:  i$  diat  father 
and  that  huiband,  who  can  make  them  void^  fo 
as  for  the  Lord  to  forgive  thenu    Numb.  xxx. 

4—8. 

But  to  proceed :  The  kingdom  of  Chrift  is  net 
of  this  world,  therefore  it  is  not  to  be  taken  or 
defended  by  carnal  weapons.  It  is  true  that  Chrift 
is  the  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords  $  and  bjr 
him  kings  reign,  and.  princes  decree  julEtice.  But 
this  is  under  his  uncontroulable  power  as  the-  uni« 
verfal  monarch  of  nations. 

But  his  fpiritual  kingdom  i&  not  .of  this  world  % 
the  throne  of  grace  is  in  heaven  $  his  laws  are  from 
heavenj  and  written  in  the  minds  of  dl  his  fijbje&s  i 
his  fceptre  is  fwayed  over  every  juftified  foul  that 
believes  in  his  name  for  juftification,  and  takes 
him  for  his  everlafting  righteoufneis  and  fbtngth ; 
his  kingdom  is  fet  up  in  the  fouls  of  believers,  as 
it  is  written — ^e  kingdom  of  God  is  within  you. 
This  kingdom  is  alto(^ther  fpiritual;  for  the 
kingdom  is  not  in  word,  but  in  power ;  it  is  righ- 
teouihefs,  peace>  and  joy,  in  the  Holy  Ghoft« 
Thus,  my  friends,  the  Saviour's  laws  are  wnttea 
within  us,  and  lie  mull:  have  the  pre-eminence  in 
our  affe&ions,  and  fway  his  peaceable  fceptre  in 
our  confciences,  which  I  truft  is  our  foul's  delight. 
But,  if  we  fpeak  of  this,  it  appears  a  bane  to  the 
world;  they  cannot  endure  his  binding  laws; 
therefore  they  fay — Br^ak  bis  bonds  afmder^  and 
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up  moo)  his  ctfrds  /rim  us.    Boc  iriiy  ?  What  are 
his  cords  and  bands,  that. am  fi>  offisnfive-to  thofe 
who  are  (b  violent  ?    Why  one  of  the   bonds  ia 
the  binding  cord  of  everiafting  love,  which  tbc 
carnal  mind,  fortified  with  infernal  enmity,  cannot 
brook  ;  as  it  is  written — ^e  carnal  mind  is  tnmiiy 
againfi  God ;  it  is  not/ubjcU  t9  she  law  rf  Gad,  n$r 
inde&d  son  he.    Thr  other  bond  is  the  bond  of 
goipel  peace ;   as  it  fs  written — Keep  she  uniSj  ef 
ike  Spirit  in  the  hnd  of  peace.    But  the  finner  had 
father  have  peace  with  his  fins,  and  continue  to 
maintain  war  with  God  than  caft  down  his  rebellious 
arms,  and  (end  an  ambaflage,  defiring  condidons 
of  peace.    The  other  cord  or  girdle  is  truth,  ia* 
tended  to  gird  up  the  loins  of  the  mind>  in  order 
to  make  the  (inner  watch  and  be  fober. 

However,  the  ungodly  (ay — Let  us  break  theft 
lends  afundery  and  cad  away  his  cords  frmts  us. 
Well,  if  this  muft  be  th&  cafe,  he  that  dwells  ia 
heaven  fhall  laugh  at  fuch — Tbenfiallhefjpeakta 
them  in  bis  wrath^  andvcn  them  in  bis  fore  difpUiykre. 
Tet  have  Ifet  my  Kmg  upon  my  holy  bilL 

And  now  we  will  proceed  to  confider  the  words 
of  my  texts  That  ye— 014^  be  able  to  comprehend 
with  all  faints  what  is  the  breadth^  and  length,  and 
depths  and  height ;  and  to  know  the  love  of  Chr^j 
which  paffetb  knowledge.  In  thefe  words  there 
feems  to  be  fomething  like  concradiftion.  In  the 
firft  claufe  he  wiflies  us  to  comprehend^  and  in  the 
lafl:  claufe  he  (ays  it  pa(reth  knowledge*    But  docs 
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the  ^fffe  cootradi6l  htmfaf  here  ?  By  no  means- 
He  would  wifh  that  the  Epticfians  (honld  compre- 
hend with  HSi  faints,  &c.  He  means,  he  would 
wi(h  that  the  EphcfJans,  who  were  children  in  the 
feith,  (hould  arrive  to  as  high  a  pitch  of  knowledge, 
experience,  ^nd  enjoyment  of  God's  eternal  love, 
as  any  other  faints  whatever.  That  ye  tnay  com- 
prehend with  all  faincs ;  that  you  may  fee  eye  to 
eye  with  the  beft  of  them.  And  yet  he  infinuafies 
to  them  that,  when  they  have  arrived  to  the  higbeft 
pitch  of  knowledge,  they  would  then  know  but  in 
part;  for  the  whole  of  Chrift's  love  pafleth  know-* 
ledge.  His  plain  meaning  feems  to  be  thiss  I 
would  wifh  you  to  know,  to  your  jRmI*s  eftablifli^ 
n^ent,  as  much  of  Chrift's  love  as  can  be  known: 
but  I  muft  tell  you  that  the  greateft  part  is  to  be 
known  only  in  the  bright  regions  of  eternal  day ; 
as  it  is  written — For  we  know  in  fart^  and  propbej^ 
in  part ;  but  when  that  which  is  per/eS  is  come,  then 
that  which  is  in  part  jhall  he  done  aivay.  i  Cor, 
xiii.  6.  The  apoftle^s  meaning  then  amounts  to 
thtsi  he  would  wUh  that  the  Ephefians  fhould 
know,  or  comprehend,  as  much  ni  other  faints  ever 
did ;  and  yet  would. intimate  that  their  knowledge 
and  enjoyment  was  nothing,  when  compared  to 
that  kfio>ii4edgt  and  enjoyment  which  the  faints 
will  have  in  the  world  to  come.  ^ 

Having  thus  briefly  opened  my  text,  1  mull  beg 
leave  to  invert  the  order  of  it  a  litdc.  The  words 
ate,  That  ye-— wiy  h  able  to  comprehend  with  all 
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JabUs  what  is  tbi  hnadtb^  and  lengtb^  and  defik^ 
and  height  %  and  to  know  the  love  of  Gbrf/f^  wbUb 
fajfeth  knowledge.  If  I  have  obtained  your  leave  to 
ifivert  the  order^  I  will  now  deliver  xaj  though 
on  the  fubjed  in  the  following  manner. 

Firft,  I  will  treat  of  the  love  of  God; 

adly*  Of  the  length  of  this  divine  love. 

3dl7.  Offer  my  (pinion  on  the  breadth  of  it* 

4thly.  On  the  depth  of  this  love. 

5thly.  On  the  height. 

And,  laftly,  Conclude  the  whole  with  a  word  of 
application. 

Where  (hall  I.  begin  in  delivering  my  opinion 
on  this  fubje£b  ?  I  mufl:  begin  with  God— ^  God 
is  love.  I  John  iv*  8.  This  is  clearly  revealed  in 
the  fcriptures  of  truth*  that  the  nature  of  God  is 
love.  But  is  this  divine  affedion  fixed  on  all  the 
human  race,  fo  as  to  fave  them  in  Chrift  with  an 
cverlafting  falvation  ?  That  cannot  be  proved ; 
for  God  fays  that  multitudes  are  in  hell  already ; 
as  you  read  in  the  31  ft  and  jad  chapters  of  Eze« 
kiel — Gcdlovetb  tbeftrangerin  givingbim  food  and 
raiment.  Deut.  x.  18.  But  the  ele«^  are  not 
ftrangcrs — /  knowmyfieep,  fays  Chrift^  and  I  lay 
down  my  life  for  tbem^  and  they  fiall  never  perijb. 
It  was  l^lf-moving  Jove  in  God  tp  chuie  his  own 
cledb,  and  is  the  firft.  caufe  of  all  our  happinefs. 
His  own  will  was  his  counfellor ;  as  it  is  written— 
He  werketh  all  things  after  the  counfel  of  bis  own  wUL 
That  his  wifdom  drew  up  the  plan  of  our  falva- 
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tien  is  plain  from  the  word  of  truth ;  the  go^l  is 
the  wifdom  of  God  in  a  myftery.  And  by  his  omni* 
potent  power  God  performs  what  felf*moying  love 
(ecretly  purpofed  in  himfelf. 

This  love  of  God  to  his  eleft  cannot  be  traced 
by  us  from  its  firfl  rife.  We  can  only  go  by  die 
light  of  fcripture^  and  affirm  what  God's  witneilcs 
have  done  before  i  viz.  that  God  loved  his  eleft 
with  an  everlafting  love.  But  the  idea  of  eternity 
will  drown  every  thought  that  a  mortal  is  capable 
of  in  launching  forth  into  that  unfathomable  abyls. 
We  may  trace  his  va>rd>  and  works,  and  conclude 
as  Job  did — Lo  tbefe  are  Jom^  of  bis  ways ;  but  bow 
Uttk  ofbim  is  underftood  ! 

In  theie  profound  depths  of  everla(ling  love  we 
can  find  no  bottom ;  like  the  dove,  we  muft  fettle 
on  th^  ark  of  the  covenant,  and  then  we  fhall  be 
able  to  look  about  us. 

Firft,  then,  God's  love  to  his  people  is  unutter- 
able 3  we  cannot  expreis  it,  but  can  only  furnifh 
imperfeft  hints  of  its  parts,  as  the  fcriptures  do. 
For  inftance — God/o  ioved  tbe  worldy  ibat 'be gave 
bis  only  beggotten  Son,  &c  John  iii.  16.  And 
^igsLin-^Bebold  wbat  manner  of  love  tbe  Fatber  bath 
heftowed  upon  us,  ibat  we  fhould  be  called  tbe  Jons  of 
God. — Audit  dotb  not  yet  appear  what  Vie  fhall  be. 
I  John  iii.  I.  '        . 

Tbe  love  of  God  to  his  ele&  is  not  only  unut- 
terable, but  it  is  likewife  inconceivable ;  and  there- 
fore called,  in  the  laft  claufe  of  my  text,  a  love  that 
pafiech.  knowledge.  It  is  a  lovfifbiat  has  been  en- 
joyed 
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joyciby  tboulands,  bittottmot  be  fully  deftrjlaefl 

This  umitiKrtble  and  inoooceiv^e  love  is  en- 
drdy  fovereign.  It  lay  cndrcly  in  the  abfbhite  and 
uneontnoulabk  wUl  and  mind  of  G^  wfa^ther  he 
If Duld  create  creanit»6  ojit  of  the  t^nk  or  not « 
mod  whether  be  woMld  raifc  them  to  heaven  (out 
of  iio,  when  fallen)  as  the  obje^U  of  las  eternal 
iovt,  or  aor. 

Jc  is  ibvieDeigR,  becaufe  faUen  angeU  ^re  exciudoJ. 
And  many  of  the  human  r aci:  ane  aKb  excluded  ; 
as  it  is  written — fi^as  not.  i^ait  J^^h's,  ir^thBr  ? 
yet  I  kved  Jacoi^  end  I  h^ed  EJau.  But  when 
did  this  love  and  hatred  t^ke  place — ^afoer  E&o  had 
fold  iiis  birih-right  ?  *  No/  fays  God — ^For  the 
children  being  not  yet  born,  neither  having  done 
any  good  or  evil,  that  the  purpofe  of  God  accordifiig 
to  eledion  might  ftand,  not  of  works  but  of  him 
that  calleth,  it  was  faid  unto  her.  The  elder  (hall 
lerve  the  younger.  As  it  is  writteo,  Jacob  have  I 
loved,  but  Efau  have  I  hated     Rooa.  ix;*  ii — « j. 

i^i%A%  eled  ape  laid  to  be  loved  with  an  ever* 
laftinglove.  And  there  i^  a  people  that  are  to  be 
caRed  Jhe  horitr  of  vti^kedn^^  ^nd  ibe  pwple 
0gMit/l  ztAam  the  Lord  butb  mdigMHon  f$r  ever^ 
Mai.  K  4«  As  this  love  of  God  is  fovereigo,  fo  it 
appears  to  be  entirely  free  in  its  fountain  s  ts  it 
is  written,  But  God  cemmendedhis  iovt  ipwards  us^ 
in  that  Kt'bile  we  tfete  ^t  Jimiers  Cbr^  died  far  Mf^ 
Rom.  V.  8.  If  God  commended  his  love  towards 
xis  while  w>e  were  ^t  ^naersj  and  reoonciled  us 
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ta  faimfelf  when  we  were  eoemes  and  without 
ftrength,  his  love  mud  be  free  And  unmerited, 
finlefs  we  can  iuppofe  that  fin»  enmity,  and  finful 
infirmities,  are  meritorious  in  the  fight  of  God. 

As  this  love  of  God  appears  free  in  its  fountain, 
fo  alfo  it  appears,  to  be  free  in  its  adminiftratlocu 
It  cannot  be  purchafed  by  human  merit  (falfely  fa 
called).  I/a  man  would  give  all  the  Jubfiance  of 
his  bouje  for  Idvt^it  would  be  uUerly  ^ntemned. 
Song  viii.  7.  Simon  Magus  bid  high  for  the 
Spirit  of  love ;  but  the  bjiddcr  and  the.  price  were 
both  to  perifh  together,  /or  thinking,  that  the  gift 
of  God  was  to  be  bought  with  money.  So  we 
conclude  that  Simon  Magus,  u/ho  wanted  to  buy, 
aind  the  Pope  of  Rome,  who  offers  to  fcll^  the 
g^s  of  God,  are  both  in  the  gall^  of  bitiernefs^  and 
in  ehf  ionds  of  iniquity.  If  that  man  is  condemned 
who  ofE::rs  to  buy  the  gifts  of  God,  and  if  all  the 
.fubftance  that  a  man  o£fcrs  for  this  love  is  to  be 
-utterly  contemned^  this  love  muft  be  free ;  free 
in  its  fountain,  and  free  alio  in  ^ts  adminiftrations. 

This  will  appear  ftill  plainer  if  we  confider  the 
many  work^mongers  that  have  laboured  in  vain  to 
obtain  it.  Some  have  flrived  for  it;  but  none 
.arc  crowned  except  they  drive  lawfully.  2  Tim. 
ii.  5«  And  none  can  ftrive  lawfully  till  that  love 
that  fulfils  the  law  be  in  their  hearts.  Some  have 
fun ,  for  it ;  but  ibe  race  is  not  to  the  Jwift.  Ecd. 
ix*  II..  '  N(V  fays  the  Saviour,  Many  that  are 
^^  Jball  be  lajl^    Matt.  xix.   jo.      Others  have 
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fought  for  it  in  heavy  perfccutions  ;  but  the  hatile 
is  not  to  the  ftrong.  Eccl.  ix.  1 1.  The  viftoiy 
of  faith  IS  no  where  promifcd  to  the  ftrehgth  of 
free- will  or  the  power  of  the  human  arm.  No — Let 
the  vjtakjay^  I  am  ftrong.  Joel  iii.  lo.  Herod  did 
many  things,  but  never  got  the  gifts  of  Qod  for 
his  laboin*.  The  Pharifees  faded  often;  ^i^y 
made  many  prayers,  and  long  ones  too,  and  ho- 
noured God  with  their  lips,  and  yet  were  rewarded 
with  the  greater  damnation  for  their  pains.  Marr. 
xxiiL  14.  The  young  man  in  the  gofpel  lold  the 
Saviour  that  he  had  kept  the  law  from  his  youth  up^ 
and  was  fent  away  with  the  forrow  of  the  wof M 
(that  worketh  death)  in  his  heart.  Efau  wept  for 
it;  but  got  it  not,  though  he  fought  it  carefully  with 
tears.  Thus  it  appears  then  not  to  be  of  him  that 
willeth,  nor  of  him  that  runneth,  nor  of  him  that 
fighteth,  nor  of  him  that  worketh,  nor  of  him  that 
ftriveth,  nor  of  him  that  weepeth,  nor  of  him  that 
buys,  nor  of  him  that  fells — but  of  God  that  ftfewetb 
mercy.  I  will  heal  their  backflidtngs^  I  will  lo-ae 
them  freely,  Hofea  xiv.  4.  This  will  appear  ftiU 
plainer  if  we  confider  what  thole  had  to  recom-* 
mend  them  who  obtained  it* 

Let  us  fee  what  God's  cleft  have  done  to  merit 
this  love  of  God.  Pray  what  merit  was  there  in 
Mary  Magdalen  ?  How  had  fhe  improved  her 
fuppofed  talent,  will,  power,  or  light  within,  or  ftock 
in  hand,  or  by  whatever  other  name  you  arc 
pleafed  to  call  this  phantom  ?  The  fcriptures  fay 
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Ae  was  poflefled  with  Ccvch  devils ;  but  her  being 
a  habitation  for  devils  could  not  recommend  her 
to  the  love  and  favour  of  God  i  nor  could  that 
poifibly  merit  it  at  his  hands.  And,  as  for  her  bod^^ 
that  was  a  hacknied  vehicle  for  every  fon  of  Belial 
who  chofe  fo  hire  it.  Yet  this  woman  received  the 
gift  of  gofpcl  repentance,  the  fprgivenefs  of  all 
her  Hns;  and  Ihe  loved  much,  becaule  (he  was 
much  beloved  j  as  it  is  written — ff^e  love  him  becaufe 
be  firft  hved  us^  Simon  the  Pharifee  difdained 
this  humble  fuppliant,  and  cenfured  the  Saviour 
as  not  being  of  God,  becaufe  he  fuppofed  him 
ignorant  of  Mary's  chara£ber ;  however,  the  Lord 
ftopt  his  mouth  by  bringing  him  in  debtor  fifty  pence> 
without  a  farthing  to  pay  hb  debts  with*  But  Mary 
received  her  full  difcharge  firft>  though  fhe  owed 
five  hundred*  Thus  the  harlot  got  the  flart  of  the 
Pharifee ;  as  it  is  yffrittcn—Putlicans  and  harlots 
enter  the  kingdom  of  God  before  the  Pharifees. 

If  we  turn  to  Nicodemus,  he  is  the  moft  likely 
of  any  to  merit  4t  at  the  hands  of  Chrid  ;  for  he 
took  his  part  among  the  council,  and  complimented 
the  Lord  when  he  came  to  vifit  him.  But 
the  Lord  doth  not  commend  him  for  thefe  things } 
and  we  know  he  had  no  other  merit  to  plead,  un- 
lefs  we  allow  that  the  fear  of  men,  and  ignorance 
of  real  religion,  can  be  accounted  meritorious. 

Firfl,  there  is  no  merit  in  the  carnal  fear  of 
man;  tor  the  fear  of  man  bringeth  afnare.  And, 
as  to  ignorance,  it  is  never  fuppofed  to  merit  any 
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thing  either  at  the  hand  of  God  or  man.    It  m6* 
rits  nothing  at  the  hand  ofGod^  becaufe  the  laur 
allows  a  facrificc  for  the  fin  of  ignorance,  which  pre* 
iuppofes  that  ignorance  is  fin  inftead  of  merit. 
Numb.  XV.  25. 

Pray  what  did  the  harlot  Rahab  do  to  merit 
this  love  of  God  ?  *  W  hy/  fays  the  workmonger,  *  die 
received  the  fpies  with  peace.'     Yea,  but  (he  was  a 
daughter  of  peace  before  flic  received  th^nj  as 
it  is  written — jdnd  aao  wbatfccver  boufs  you  cnter^ 
Jay^  Peace  be  to  this  boufe  i   and,  if  the  Jon  of  peace 
be  tbere  (mark  that),  if  tbefon  of  peace  betbere^ 
your  peace  Jhali  come  upon  it.     But  foppofe  there  be 
not  a  pcrfon  ordained  for  peace  in  that  houfe! 
Why  then  peace  has  nothing  to  do  there;  for, 
if  the  fon  of  peace  be  not  there,  it  fhall  return  to 
you  again  (Luke  x.  5,  6.),  and  you  (hall  carry  it 
to  its  right  owner.    Thus,  then,  her  receiving  the 
fpies  was  only  the  blcfled  efFeft  of  an  eternal  caufe^ 
which  is  the  cterQal  council  of  the  Trinity  ordaining 
peace  for  us  in  Chrift  j  for  thus  faith  the  Holy  Gholl 
to  the  prophet — Chrift  fhall  be  a  prieft  upon  bis 
throne ;  and  tbe  coun/el  of  peace  fhall  be  between  them 
both  (Zcch.  vi.  13.)*  ^^^  ^^^  between  the  Father  and 
the  Son ;    an4  thus  Chrift  is  our  peace.    And 
that  Rahab  had  no  merit  to  boafl:  of  but  her 
receiving  the  fpies,  is  plain  ;  for  her  very  name 
Rahab  is  one  given  by  Ifaiah  to  the  devil^  and  to 
Egypt;    and  applicable  enough,   for  it  fignifies 
furious  pride.    This  woman  was  an  heathen-  by  na- 
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tioii>  a  harlot  by  trade»  and  a  devil  by  name ;  and 
yet  (he  tuaibled  into  the  bofom  of  everlafting 
love*  Thus  the  love  of  God  appears  to  be  fove»« 
reign^  difcriminating»  and  free,  in  its  fountain  Je- 
hovah ;  and  it  is  likewifc  fovereign,  diicriminating, 
and  free>  in  ita  adminiftratipns  under  the  difpen^** 
fation  of  the  Holy  Ghoft.  But  I  pafs  on  to  my 
fecond  general  bead»  which  is  to  treat  of  the  length 
of  this  love. 

On  this  fubjeA  I  muft  be  permitted  to  m^e  an 
extended,  or.  even  improper^  uie  of  words. 

The  dimenfions  of  this  love  that  I  am  to  treat 
ofare  fourfold  : — It  is  height  in  a  fuperlative,  and 
depth  in  an  infinite  degree  -,  its  two  axes  or  poles 
may  be  compared  to  two  eternities ;  and  thus  we 
muft  meafure,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  expreifion^ 
the  length.  Immenfity  feems  to  be  its  circumfe- 
rences but  our  bufmefs  is  with  the  diameter^  which 
d)e  apoille  calls  the  breadth. 

However^  Paul  allows  that  it  pafleth  knowledges 
and  indeed  it  is  better  felt  and  enjoyed  than  de«- 
fcribed ;  for  this  pleafing  theme  has  employed^ 
more  or  leis^  the  tongues  and  pens  of  all  God's 
eminent  fervants  for  many  ages  paftj  and  I 
hope  our  tongues  will  never  be  filent  on  the 
fubjedt. 

You  know^  my  dear  friends,  that  .1  am  called 
an  enterprizing  man  i  I  will  therefore  venture  to 
fay  what  I  find  warranted  by  the  word  of  God^ 
notwithftanding  our  utter  inabilities  to  find  it  out 
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to  perfeftidn  ;  only  let  mc  obfcrve  die  golden  rule, 
and  I  will  proceed.  Firft,  then,  let  it  be  noticed 
that  G  \  is  love.  This  love  ftiines  from  pole  to 
pole,  and  is  from  everlafting  to  everlafting;  as 
fays  the  Pfalmift,  from  everlafting  to  everlafting 
thou  art  God.  Pfal.  xc.  a.  We  will  begin  with 
thac  everlafting  which  is  behind  us,  and  which  has 
the  word  from  added  to  it  5  from  everlafting  i  and 
fo  travel  on  till  we  come  to  the  other  eternal 
pole,' which  has  the  prepofiuon  /0  prefixed.  Do 
not  be  ftartled  at  my  adventurous  flighty  for  we 
are  moft  furely  concerned  in  thefe  two  eternities. 
Let  us  begin  where  the  fcriptures  declare  God  has 
begun.  His  glorious  footfteps  of  mercy  and 
love  towards  his  ele6t  are  dated  from  everlailir^; 
as  it  is  written — But  the  mercy  of  the  Lord  is 
from  everlafting  to  everlafting  upon  them  that 
fear  him«  Pfal.  ciii.  17.  And  the  Redeemer's 
going  forth  in  covenant  undertakings  for  the  elcft 
bear  the  fanne  date — wbofe  goings  forth  have  heen 
fronfof  old^  from  everlafting.  Micah  v.  2. 

But  to  proceed :  The  firft  ftep  that  the  Father 
took,  in  the  path  of  love  to  his  elefl:,  was  in  treating 
with  Chrift  in  their  behalf,  and  appointing  him 
to  be  their  head,  their  hufband,  their  fure^t  their 
mediator,  their  father,  and  their  brother.  But 
when  was  this  living  head,  furety,  hufband,  medi- 
ator, father,  and  brother,  eleAed,  ordained,  and 
appointed  ?  Why,  it  is  dated  from  everlafting; 
as   the  Saviour   declares — 7be    Lord  fojfejfed  me 
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in  the *heginnin^  of  bis  way — Mark,  here  are  his* 
goings  forth  from  eveflafting,  called  the  beginning 
of' his    "^izj— before   his  works  of  old.     I  was  Jet 
vp  from  everlaflirrg,  from  the  beginnings  or  ever  the ' 
earth  was.     When  there  were  no  depths^    I  was 
brought  forth  j  when  there  were  no  fountains  abounding 
with  water :    before  the  mountains  were  fettled,  be* 
fore  the  hills  was  I  brought  forth.     Prov.   viii.  22 
— 25.     Thus  it  appears  that  Chrift  was  cledled, 
appointed,  pre- ordained,  and  fet   up   from   ever- 
lafting  to  be  fiiture  nian  and   mediator ;  and  was 
delivered  to  death  for  his  eleft  by  the  determinate 
council  and  foreknowledge  of  God/*  Thus* God' 
the  Father  makes  known  his  eleftirig  and  ever-' 
lading  love  to  his  chofen  people,  in  appointing- 
and  giving  Chrift  to  them  before  the  world  was. 

When  he  fet  vp  Chrift  for  our  living  head  he 
gave  us  eternal  life  in  him ;  as  it  is  written — In 
hope  of  eternal  life^  which  God  that  cannot  lie  pro^ 
mifed'  before  the  world  began.  Titus  i,  i.  Chrift 
is  the  quickening  Spirit,  that  quickens  all  his  re- 
deemed ;  for  he  is  our  life,  who  has  brought  life 
and  immortality  to  light  through  the  gofpel.  In 
another  paflage  he  himfclf  faith — Becaufe  I  live  ye 
Jhall  live  alfo.  And  it  muft  be  fo ;  For^  as  in  Adam 
tf//(his  natural  feed)  die,  even  fo  in  Chrift  Jhall  all' 
(his  fpiritual  feed)  be  made  alive.   But  I  proceed. 

When  Chrift  was  fet  up  be  was  appointed  to 
be  ihc  huft)and  of  God's  chofen  daughter.  And 
#is  inciap  and  wife  they  were   viewed  one  in  union 
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from  €vcrl2|ftiiig }  for  die  coTeiunt  of  grace  15  a 
covenant  of  eternal  wedlock  1  as  it  is  written—^ 
pertain  king  made  a  marriage  fmr  his  J%h.  Match* 
xxii.  2.  And  thus  likewife  runs  the  ^nor  of  the 
covenant  of  wedlock,  as  God  the  Father  fpeaks  to 
his  ele£b — JTjqu  Jbak  no  more  be  termed  Ferfakm^ 
neither  Jhall  thy  laud  any  more  be  termed  Defdate  i 
but  thou  Jbalt  be  called  Hepbzi^ab^  and  thy  land 
Seulab'y  for  the  Lord  delightethin  thee^  and  tby 
land  Jhall  be  married^  Fcr  as  a  young  man  marrietb 
^  virgin^/o  Jhall  thy  Jons  marry  thee :  and  as  the 
bridegroom  rejoifeth  over  the  bridoy  Jo  Jhall  tJ^ 
God  rejoice  over  thee^  Ifa.  Ixii.  4,  5.  Thus  the 
eled  w^re  chofen  as  the  king's  daughter-in-law 
from  eternity.  Pfal.  cxxxii.  i j.  They  are  efpouf^ 
cd  in  time  (2  Cor.  xi.  a.)  i  and  (he  tnarriage  (hall 
he  confunpim^ted  in  blifs,  when  the  mylleryof 
God  is  finiiheds  ^  it  is  written — Let  us  be  glad 
and  rejoice,  and  give  honour  ta,  him ;  for  the  mar- 
riage of  the  hamb  is  come,  and  his  wife  bath  made 
berf elf  ready.  Rev.  xix.  7.  A.nd  then  (be  fhall  be 
clad  in  gold  of  Ophir^  and  be  brought  with  joy 
and  lejoicing  to  enter  into  the  king's  palace.  Plal. 
xlv.  15. 

This  myftery  was  exhibited  by  Eve's  exifting 
in  Adam  before  fhe  was  extracted  from  him ;  fp 
our  life  was  hid  with  Chrift  in  God  And  when 
Eve  was  uken  out  of  Adam,  fhe  was  a  help-meet 
formed  kf  him ;  io  the  eleit  are  created  anew  ia 
Chrift  Jefus.  When  Eve  was  formed  God  brought 
hcc  to  Adam  %  fo  1^0  man  can  come  to  Chrift  ex* 
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cept  the  Father  draw  him»  When  Ihe  came  ta 
Adam  he  rtc<*iv*d  hi*  as  God's  gift  j  fd  the  eleft 
are  given  to  Chk^ft.  Adam  ^nd  £v^  are  faid  to 
b^  one  5  fo  alfo  ^trt  they  that  air  joined  to  the  Ldrd 
one  fpirit.  Adam  faid — Man  /ball  have  bis  father 
and  bis  motbet^  and  JbaU  cleave  fa  his  wife ;  fb 
Chrift  came  forth  from  the  Father,  leaping  upon 
the  mountains.  And,  when  fome  of  the  Saviour's 
followers  {aLxd-^BebeUi  ^ky  mother  and  thy  brethren 
Jland  withmty  dejiring  tojpeak  xtfith  thee  $  he  an/wered, 
tf^bo  is  my  mother  and  my  brethren  ?  jind  be  fir  etched 
out  his  band  towards  his  difcipleSy  and  Jaid^  Behold 
my  mother  and  my  brethren.  Matt.  xii.  47,  48« 
Thus  Chrift  left  his  father  and  mother,  and  clave 
to  his  wife«  Adam  had  one  wife  brought  to  him 
and  no  more  j  (6  Chrift  fays— 5r2?^^  are  tbreefcore 
queens^  and fourf core  concubines^  and  virgins  without 
number ;  my  undefled  is  but  one.  Song  vi.  8,  9. 
"VVhcn  Eve  fell  Adam  was  in  the  tranfgreffion, 
though  he  was  nm  deceived  5  fo  when  the  cledted 
fpoufe  fell  Chrift  was  not  deceived,  yet  he  was 
-tiiade  fiii,  and  was  numbered  with  the  tranjgrejfors. 
IfeJiii.  12. '  When  Adarti  and  Eve  fell  their  tnar- 
riage  was  not  made  void ;  fo  the  fall  of  the  e)e6h 
did  not  break  the  bond  of  God*s  everlafting  cove- 
nant, but  rather  paved  the  way  to  difplay  eternal 
love  towards  the  miferable.  It  appears  that  both 
Adam  and  Eve  were  chofcn  veflcls ;  and,  when 
they  fell  by  catmg  the  apples,  they  fell  into  foul 
travail,  and  were  (hortly  after  borff  again.    Eternal 
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love  raifed  them  up  under  the  fame  tree  wbero 
they  fell ;  as  it  is  writtcn-r-7  rAifeif  thee  up  mdtr  the 
0pple  tree  :  there  thy  mother  brought  ihe$forth^  ther^ 
fie  brought  thee  forth  that  bare  thee.  Songviii.  5. 
This  mother  according  to  Paul  (Qal.  ly.  24.)  13 
the  heavenly  Jerufalem ;  and  the  heavenly  Jeru- 
falem  is  the  covenant  of  grace  and  God's  cleQ: 
in  it ;  both  typified  hy  Sarah  and  her  fon  liaac. 
To  Adam  and  Eve  was  the  firft  promife  of  the 
covenant  of  grace  revealed  i  and  by  the  application 
of  the  promife  were  they  brought  forth  from  black 
defpair  tq  hope  in  God's  mercy  through  Chrifl-. 

I  (hall  conclude  this  head  with  the  apoftle'^ 
myftcry — Forno  man  ever  yet  hated  his  ownflejbi 
fut  nourijbeth  4fnd  cherijheth  it^  even  as  the  Lord 
the  church.  For  we  are  members  of  bis  body^  of  his 
JS^^  and  of  bis  bones.  Far  this  (faufefhall  a  mai^ 
lea^e  bis  father  and  mother ^  and  fhall  be  joined  unto, 
bis  wife  i  and  they  twofh^ll  be  oneflejh.  This  is  a 
great  nfyjiery  ^  but  Ifpeak  concerning  Cbrift  and  the, 
church,  Eph.  v,  ag— 32,  This  therefore  is  an- 
other bleflcd  cffcft  of  God*s  everlafting  Ipve.     But 

As  a  furety  Chrift  was  fet  up  frona  eveflafting  j 
as  it  is  written— £««/  Cbrift  was  made  with  an  oathi 
by  him  that  faid  unto  him,  The  Lord f war e^  and  will 
not  repent.  Thou  art  a  prieft  for  ev^r  after  the  order 
of  Melchifedec.  By  Jo  much  was  Jefus  tirade  a/urety^ 
tf  a  better  teftament.  Hcb,  y\\.  li^  22,  Fjrft, 
Chrift,  as  a  furcty,  was  to  pay  the  dpbt  of  perfed^ 
pbcdience  to  the  preceptive  part  of  the  law  for  his 
f  left  i  as  it  is  written— fli?  will  magnify  the  law, 
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find  make  it  bonourahle  (Ifa.  xliu  at.);/o  hy  thi  $he£» 
fnce  of  one  (Jcfus  Chn^)  Jhall  many  be  made  tigbteous. 
Rom«  V.  I  q.  As  a  furcty,  he  was  to  pay  the  penal 
fum  of  fuffiring  for  his  cleft,  bjr  dying  in  their 
room  and  Head  $  as  it  is  written—/  will  ranfom 
them  from  the  fower  of  the  grave,  /  will  redeem  ibem 
from  death.  Hofea  xiii.  124.  And  thus  it  behove4 
Chrift  to  fuffer  thefe  things,  becaufe  he  had  under* 
taken  our  caufe.  And  by  his  precious  blood  he 
blotted  out  our  tranigreflions  as  a  thick  cloud  from 
the  book  of  God's  remembraace,  agreeable  to  the 
following  tCKt — /  will  remove  the  iniquity  of  tbat 
land  in  one  day.  Zech.iii.  9.  Wbo  tben  Jball  lay 
any  thing  to  tbe  charge  of  God's  ele^  ?  Rom.  viii.  33. 
This  is  another  bleffed  effc6t  of  cvcrlafting  love. 
But 

Chrift  was  fet  up  from  everlafting  to  be  a  medii» 
ator  between  God  and  the  ele6t ;  as  it  is  written — ^ 
But  ye  are  come  unto  mount  Sion,  and  unto  tbe  city 
of  tbe  living  Gody  tbe  heavenly  Jerufalem,  and  to  an 
innumerable  company  of  angels^  to  tbe  general  ajfembly 
and  church  of  tbe  firft  bom^  which  are  written  in 
heaven,  and  to  God  the  Judge  of  all,  and  to  thefpirits 
ofjuft  men  made  perfeSlj  and  to  Jefus  tbe  mediator  of 
tbe  new  covefiant,  and  to  tbe  blood  of  fprinkling  tbat 
Jpeaketh  better  things  than  that  of  ^beL  Heb.  xii. 
22 — 24. 

Chrift  as  our  mediator,  appeafed  the  wrath  of 
God,  removed  the  curfe  of  the  law  from  us  by 
|ijs   death^  m^d^  reconciliation  for  iniquity,  and 
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brought  io  an  evcrlafting  righteoufods>  He  sp- 
pnrs  both  our  peax:e-maker  and  our  peace;  as 
it  is  written — He  is  our  peact^  who  hatb  made  pgace 
for  MS  by  ike  Uood  of  bis  crofs.  CoL  i.  1 2.  Thus 
we  are  r^tconciled  to  God  by  the  death  of  his  Soo« 
This  is  another  blefled  efied  of  God's  everlafting 
love* 

Cbrift  was  al£>  iec  up  from  everlafttng  fio  be  4 
iecond  Adam,  or  an  everlafting  Father ;  as  it  is 
written — And  his  name  Jball  h  calUd  Wonderful^ 
Ceun/dloTy  the  mighty  Godj  the  everUfting  Father^  the 
Prince  of  Peace.  Ifa.  ix*  6,  And^  as  a  Father  of 
the  ele£i  family,  he  received  the  promife  of  eternal 
life,  together  with  the  promife  of  the  Spirit  of  Godj 
for  all  thofe  who  are  called  his  feed  agreeable  to 
the  following  fcripture-— -/^j/(?r  me^  ibis  is  my  ra«-» 
neoet  wish  ibem,  faith  the  Ijord\  my  Spirit  iba$  is 
Mpas  thee,  and  my  words  that  I  have  put  in  thy 
meutkj  Jball  not  depart  out  of  thy  mouth,  nor  out  of 
the  mouth  of  thy  feed,  nor  out  of  the  mouth  of  thy 
feed^sfeed,  faith  the  Lord,  from  henceforth  and  for 
ever.  Ifa,  lix*  21.  Thus  God  fliewed  his  eternal 
love  to  the  chofen  feed  in  Chrift  before  the  world 
was.  But  in  this  covenant  he  made  a  parental 
referve  for  himfelf ;  as  you  read — But  if  his  children 
forfake  my  law,  and  walk  not  in  my  judgments  i  if 
fhey  break  myjlatutes,  and  keep  not  my  commandments  i 
then  will  I  vifit  their  tranfgreffions  with  a  rod^  and 
their  iniquity  with  Jlr^es.  Nevertbelefsmy  loving 
KiKDifESS  /  will  not  utterly  take  from  hiu,  nor 
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Juj^iV  fditbfulnefs  tefail:  fny  <wenant  mil  I  not 
hr€ak^  ncr  alter  the  thing  that  is  gone  out  ofmj  lips. 
Pfal.  Ixxxix.  30 — ^34.  Behold  then,  faith  the  Savi- 
our, /,  and  the  children  whom  the.  Lord  hath  given  me^ 
are  for Jigns  from  the  Lord  of  Hqjis^  whteb  dwelletbm 
Mount  Zion.  Ifa.  viii.  i8. 

And  now  the  prophet  puts  forth  a  riddk  to  the 
world,  when  he  fays  that  Chrift  was  taken  from 
frijon  and  from  judgment  i  and  vtbo  fhaU  dedare 
his  generation  ?  for  be  was  cut  eff^out  of  the  Umd  tf 
the  living.  Ifa«  liiL  8.  Tet  be  Jbalifee  Us  feed,  v.  10, 
And  blefied  be  his  nanne,  he  has  got  a  glorious 
offspring  out  of  the  fpoils  of  death,  as  faith,  she 
pfalmift — Unto  God  the  Lffrd  Belong  the  ijfues  frem 
deaths  Pfal.  Ixviii.  20.  And  this  is  the  Iced  that 
Ihall  ierve  Chriil,  and  be  counted  to  him  for  a  gene« 
ration.  PfaK  xxii,  30.  And  that  feed  ihall  all  one 
day  appear  in  the  blcffed  image  of  the  fecond  Adam  % 
as  it  is  written — And  as  we  have  horn  the  image 
of  the  earthy  Adam,  we  fhall  alfo  hear  the  imago 
if  the  bearoenly :  for,  as  is  the  earthy  Adam,  fo  are 
his  feed  alfo  that  are  earthy ;  and^  as  is  the  bea»  . 
venly  Adam,  fucb  are  they  alfo  that  are  heavenly^ 
I  Cor.  XV.  48,  49,  And  this  is  another  bleiSbd 
effc6t  or  refult  of  God's  eternal  love. 

Chrift  too  in  this  eternal  covenant  is  called  the  (irft* 
born — I  will  make  bim^  myfirft-bom^  higher  than  the 
tings  of  the  earth  i  that  in  all  things  be  might  have  the 
pre-eminence.  And  God  promifed  to  be  to  Chrift,  in 
)ium2^n  nature^  his  Father^  bis  God,  andtberock  ^bis 
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/ahatm.  Pfal  Ixxxix.  26.  God  having  promifed 
to  be  the  Father  and  God  of  Chrifl:^  this  blefling  was 
transferred  to  the  ck6t  when  the  Saviour  had  finiihcd 
the  work  of  redemption^  and  was  rifen  agsun  from 
the  dead ;  as  it  is  written — Gc^  Sell  my  brethren  tbaf 
I  am  rifen  \  and  fay  unto  tbem^  I  afcend  unto  my 
Father  and  your  Father^  and  to  my  Cod  and  your 
God^  God  therefore  is  become  our  Godj  and  we 
are  heirg  of  him>  as  our  eternal  portion  i  as  it  is 
written— '^X^/f  if  children^  then  hdrsy  heirs  of  God^ 
and  joint  heirs  with  Chrifi.  Rom.  viii.  17.  In  this 
covenant  Chrift  and  biseledl  brethren  are  faid  to  be 
of  one  I  as  it  is  writtcn-^Fi^  both  be  that  fanSifieth 
and  they  who  areJanBified  are  all  of  one  ^  for  which 
eaufe  he  is  not  ajhamed  to  call  them  brethren  (Heb. 
ii.  Ill  \%^i  faying^  I  will  declare  Jby  name  unto  my 
brethren^  v.  12.  The  glorious  refult  of  all  this  is 
CO  bring  many  fons  to  glory.  Heb.  ii.  1  o.  This 
therefore  is  another  bleffed  effedt  of  God's  everlaft- 
inglove.    Bud  proceed. 

As  God*s  fervant  Chrift  was  let  up  from  ever-* 
lading  to  ierve  under  die  law>  and  to  redeem  them 
that  were  under  the  law  5  and  then  to  gather  to- 
gether in  himfelf  all  the  eleA  fheep,  as  their  chief 
ihepherd  ;  as  it  is  vftittcn'^Bebold  my  fervant  whom 
I  uphold,  minfi  eleU  in  whom  my  foul  deligbteth,  &c. 
As  a  ihepherd  he  was  appointed  to  redeem  and 
gather  in  the  Iheep  that  were  given  to  him ;  as  it  is 
written — Thine  they  were^  and  thou  gaveft  them  me^ 
gnd  Hay  down  my  life  for  thifhttf.    And  again— r 


ms  is  the  Wfil  of  my  heavenly  Father^  that  (fatt 
that  hehatb  given  me  Ifiould  lofe  nothings  butftf0utd 
raife  it  up  at  the  laft  day.  It  appears  plain  in  the 
word  of  God,  that  Chrifl:  received  the  (beep^  their 
names,  and  the  number  of  them  before  all  worlds; 
as  it  is  laid — In  thy  hook  were  all  my  members  written 
when  as  yet  there  was  none  ef  them.  This  appears 
very  plain  i  for  God  calls  them  Iheep  before  they 
were  either  redeemed,  or  called^  or  hovn.-^H^Jball 
gather  the  lambs  with  his  arms^  and  carry  them  in 
his  bojom^  and  /ball  gently  lead  thqfe  that  are  witb 
youngs  Ifa«  xL  ii.  And  this  fulfils  the  ancient 
prediftion — And  to  him  fiall  the  gathering  of  the 
people  be.  Gen  xiix«  lO.  IwiHj  fays  God,  fet  up 
cnejbepherd  over  them^  and  hejball  feed  tbem^  evem 
fny  fervant  David  \  he  Jhallfeed  them^  and  hejbott 
be  their  Jbepherd.  Ezek.  xxxiv.  23.  This  dodrine 
will  be  proclaimed  on  the  judgment^feat;  as  it  is 
vmtten — Hefljall  Jeparate  them^  even  as  a  Jbepherd 
divideth  the  /beep  from  the  goats.  Thenfiall  the 
king  fay  unto  them  en  his  right  handy  Come  ye  bUffed 
of  my  Father  J  inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  for  yme 
from  the  foundation  of  the  world.  Matth.  xxv. 
32 — ^34.  This  alfo  is  another  blefied  effcft  of 
cverlafting  love. 

Thus  God  has  (hewn  his  everlafting  love  to  the 
ele£k  in  appointing  them  fuch  a  glorious  head,  let 
up  from  everlafting ;  in  whom  he  has  given  them 
eternal  life,  and  eternal  unioq  with  him  as  an 
hulband,  an  honourable  difcharge  bv  him  as  a 
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tatttf,  peace  t^  him  as  a  mediatort  iddpdng  gracd 
in  him  as  aiAeverlafting  fiicher,  and  an  eternal  por« 
don  with  him  as  an  elder  brother.  So  much 
for  the  eternal  and  unchangeable  love  of  God  the 
Father. 

But  my  dear  hearers  may  ot^jeft  and  iay^  Your 
tat  treau  only  of  the  love  of  Chrift.  I  anfweri 
When  we  fpeak  of  the  love  of  Chrift  we  do  not 
exclude  the  love  of  the  Father,  nor  of  the  Spirit, 
fer  it  is  one  love.  The  glorious  Trinity  loved 
the  deft  from  everlafting.  But  of  each  of  thefe 
an  particular. 

Of  God  the  Father's  love  I  have  treated  already ; 
I  next  proceed  to  Ipeak  of  the  love  of  Chrift. 

The  Saviour  manifeited  his  love  to  the  deftj  in 
undertaking  their  caufe,  accepting  their  names  and 
perfons»  and  fubftituting  himielf  in  their  room  and 
fiead  from  everlafting ;  in  vailing  his  infinite  Ddty 
in  fle(h  and  blood>  fuffering  ihame,  reproach,  and 

ignominy,  to  procure  our  eternal  ialvation  in  time  i 
and,  laftly,  in  laying  down  his  life  to  redeem  us 
from  all  evil ;  as  it  is  written — Greater  hve  batb  ne 
wum  than  ibis,  tbat  a  man  Utf  down  bh  life  for  bis 
friends.  John  xv.  13. 

The  dear  Saviour  had  much  to  fufferi  tht 
floodgates  of  wrath  were  opened  on  him,  the  floods 
of  death  compafled  him  abouci  and  alfo  the  floods 
of  temptation.  All  thcfc  nnct  together  on  the  dear 
Redeemer's  head  ^  and  our  frail  nature,  ai^  the 
infirmities  of  it,  with  which  he  was  compafled  about, 
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Airunk  back  at  the  thotsght  of  die  approadiii^ 
tragedy.  If  it  he  pqffibUy  Ut  this  cup  fafsjrom  me^ 
However^  love  was  ftrang  as  death,  and  ftronger 
too  ;  for  many  waters  could  not  quench  his  lore^ 
neither  could  the  floods  drown  it.  Song  viii.  6^  7« 

Is  this  the  eternal  love  of  Chriit  to  his  eteft  ?  It 
really  n ;  then  who  jbdll  Jef  orate  us /rem  the  Iwe  rf 
Cbrift  ?  Jball  tribulation^  or  dijfrefs,  or  petfecution^ 
or  famine y  or  nakednefs,  or  peril,  orfword  f  Nay,  in 
all  tbefe  things  we  are  more  than  conquerors  through 
him  that  loved  us.  Rom.  viii.  35 — 37. 

I  next  proceed  to  fhew  that  the  love  of  the 
Spirit  appears  from  the  fame  date  1  I  mean  from: 
everlafting. 

The  Holy  Ghoft  fhewed  his  eternal  love  to  the 
AtSt^  in  bearing  wimefs  to  this  everlailing  covenant; 
as  it  is  written — There  are  three  that  hear  record  in 
heaven^  the  Father ,  the  Werd,  and  the  Holy  Ghoft ,  and 
thefe  three  are  one.  i  John  v.  7. '  He  not  only  ap- 
peared a  witnels  of  the  covenant,  but  the  feal  and 
fealer;  as  it  is  written — And  Ifaw,  in  the  right  band 
of  him  that  fat  on  the  throne,  a  book  written  within,  and 
on  the  backfide,feaUd  with f even  feds.  Rev.  v.  r.  Thus 
the  Spirit  undertook  to  bear  witnefs  to  the  cove- 
nant, to  ratify  it,  and  to  reveal  to  all  God's  detS 
the  glorious  benefits  arifing  from  it ;  as  it  is  wrir« 
ten — Hejhatt  take  of  the  things  that  are  mine,  and  Jball 
ftiow  them  unto  you.  John  xvi.  1 5.     And,  blefled  be 
his  name,  fo  he  does ;  he  leads  us  into  all  truth  ; 
works  faith  in  us  5  fhed&  abroad  the  father's  love 
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in  our  hearts;  and  I  belief  that  loVe»  jc^,  aivi 
pcace»  arc  the  firfl:  fruits  of  the  harveft  of  glory  j 
and  the  holy  ipirit  himfelf  is  the  earnefl:  of  our  eter** 
nal  inheritance ;  and  he  is  to  abide  wich  us  for  ever^ 
as  a  well  of  water  ipringing  up  into  everlafting  life. 
Thus  we  fee  the  Holy  Spirit's  love  j  as  it  is  writtea 
— Now  Ibejeechyouy  brethren^ for  the  Lord  JefusChrifi's 
Jake^  and  for  the  lovi  of  the  Spirit  (mark  that)  !  —  the 
love  of  the  Spirit*  Rom.  x  v.  30.  But  the  fruit  <f 
the  Spirit  is  love.  GaL  v,  12. 

Thus,  my  friends,  wc  have  gone  through  the  fc- 
cond  head.  I  -will  next  (hew  you  the  (lability  of 
this  covenant i  and  then  proceed  to  confider  the 
third  head. 

This  blefled  covenant  is  Hgned  and  witnefled  by 
the  Father,  Son,  anc^HoLY  Ghost  ;  ratified  by 
the  fevenfold  fealer  and  feal  of  heaven ;  confirmed 
by  the  oath  of  God,  and  by  the  blood  of  Jefus 
Chrifl:  the  immutable  teftatori  and  thus  it  is  made 
furc  to  all  the  feed.  Rom.  iv.  6.  How  fweetly 
are  the  eled  fecured  from  the  wrath  of  God,  bleffcd 
with  eternal  love,  and  a  fweet  foundation  laid  for  a 
firong  confolation  in  all  our  troubles  1  Firft,  they 
arc  fecured  from  wrath ;  as  it  is  teftified — For  this 
is  as  the  waters  of  Noah  unto  me  j  for^  as  I  havefwom 
that  the  waters  ofNoabJhouldno  more  go  over  the  earthy 
fo  have  Ifworn  that  I  will  not  be  wroth  with  thee^  mr 
rebuke  thee.  Oh  blefled  and  fweet  fecurity  !  His 
loving  kindncfs  too  is  as  ftrongly  fecured — For  the 
mountains  fiatt  depart^  and  the  hills  be  removed  i  hut  nq 
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i^uktfs  JbdU  not  depart  frtm  tbee^  neitberJhnU  the  cove-' 
yuan  df  my  peace  be  rMovedi  Jaitb  the  hardy  that  hath 
mercy  m  tUe.    It  is  true,  the  ele£t  may  be  toflcd 
in  the  (torms  of  afBidlion^  atid  be  almoll  drowned 
at  times  in  diftrefs  i  but  their  fituation  can  never 
alter  riie  covenirtt,-i-0  thou  affiiSedy  iojedwith  tern- 
feftsy  and  Hot  c^fmedy  behold  I  will  lay  thyjiones  with 
fair  e^toitrSy  ar»d  thy  foundations  with/appbires.    This, 
1  think,  means  a)l  the  attributes  of  Jehovah,  which 
are  engaged  in  behalf  of  the  ple6l,  and  who  are  fe- 
cured  in  this  covenant  |  for  it  immedately  follows 
^^JS*  Hgbtioujhefs  Jbalt  thou  be  eftahlifbei.   Ifalah  liv. 
9—^.14.    I'hus  the  covenant  is  Cgned  and  witneflcd 
by  three  immutable  and  unchangeable  witnefles  i 
iealed  add  ratified  by  divine  veracitjr ;  and  con- 
firmed by  the  oath  of  an  immutable  God,  who  cafi 
never  b<;  perjured  Eternal  life  is  promifed  by  hitn 
who  cdnnot  lie  1   and  confirmed  by  the  elHcacious 
blood  of  HIM  who  is  without  variablenefs  or  fhadow 
of  turning.  James  h  17.     Surely  then  thefe  im*- 
mutable  things,  in  which  it  is  impcilible  for  God 
to  falfify  his  word,  are  fufficient  to  afford  us  the 
moft  folid  ground  of  comfort ;  as  it  is  written — 
Wherein  Gody  wiUing  nufre  abundantly  tojhew  unto  the 
heirs  offromtfe  the  immutability  of  his  counfely  confirmed 
ii  by  an  oath  ;  that  by  two  immutable  things y  in  which 
if  was  impoffiblefor  God  to  lie,  we  might  have  iijlrong 
s&nfblation  who  have  fled  for  refuge  to  lity  hold  upon  the 
hope  fit  before  us ;  which  hope  we  have  as  an  anchor  of 
ihejouly  both  fare  and Jtedfaji^  aad  which  enter etb  ini$ 
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thaf  wUbin  the  veil,  iJobetber  the  forerunner  baibfot 
us  entered ;  eoen  J  ejus,  made  an  bigb-prieft  for  ever 
after  the  order  of  Melchifedec,  Hcb.  vi.  17 — 20. 

Having  offered  you  my  thoughts  on  this  divine 
love  from  the  eternal  fourcc,  I  (hall  now  proceed 
to  the  fouth  pole,  which  is  before  us,  nanieJy,  to 
cverlafting.  This  is  a  natural  inference  drawn  from 
the  length  of  this  love  mentioned  in  my  text.  In 
doing  this  I  will  hereafter  touch  on  the  benefits  of 
this  covenant,  and  their  being  a  free  donation,  as 
well  as  of  their  eternal  duration. 

I  know  the  Arminians  affirm  that  we  may  be 
children  of  God  to-day  and  children  of  the  devil 
to-morrow  :  but  this  is  rendering  God  worfe  than 
ourfelves ;  for  1,  who  am  evil,  could  not  deal  fo 
in  a  natural  fcnfe  with  my  children.  If  what  they 
affirm  be  true,  the  length  of  God's  love  mentioned 
in  my  text,  which  is  faid  to  pals  knowledge,  is  but 
four-and-twcnty  hours  long  at  befl. — But  I  leave 
thofe  liars,  and  their  lies,  to  the  father  of  lies,  and 
proceed  to  fpcak  of  what  God  fays,  for  we  know 
that  he  is  true,  though  every  man  be  a  liar.  Rom. 
iii.  3.  It  plainly  appears  in  fcripture  that  the  cver- 
lafting God  chofe  the  cleft  in  his  Son  Chrift  Jefus, 
and  that  the  covenant  was  fealed  by  the  eternal 
Spirit  in  heaven  j  and  it  is  as  plain  that  everlafting 
love  moved  them  to  it;  therefore  the  covenant  is 
called  an  everlafting  covenant,  and  we  Ihall  find  all 
the  bleflings  of  it  to  bear  the  fame  date. 

I  will  therefore  confidcr  them  diftinftly,  and 
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tihlf  take  hotice  of  them  as  I  find  God  hath  moti- 
rioned  them. 

Firft,  then,  las  God  remembered  us  in  our  loW 
eftate,  he  hath  promifed  not  to  forget  us  -,  buf  to 
remember  us  for  good,  and  to  eftablifh  us ;  as  it  is 
"wnttcn^-Surely  be  JbaU  not  ht  moved  'for  eter :  the 
righteous  Jhall  be  had  in  everlafting  remmhy-anc^. 
Pfalm  cxii.  6.  Therefore  therie  is  no  fear  of  being 
forgotten  before  the  Lord. 

And,  as  all  the  eledl  were  condenincd  by  the 
law,  the  Lord  Jefus  has  brought  in  an  eternal 
righteoufnefs  to  juftify  them ;  as  it  is  written — He 
jbaU  make  reconciliation  for  iniquity^  and  bring  in  ever- 
lajiing  righteoufnefs.  Dart.  ijt.  24. 
•  But  you  will  fay.  We  are  dead  in  law,  and  dead 
in  fin.     I  know  that  we  are  all  in  that  flate ;  but 
in  this  covenant  the  eleft  are  pre-ordained  to  eter- 
nal life  J  as  it  is  written — And  as  many  as'  were  of-- 
dained  to  eternal  life  believed.  Aftsiiii.  48.     Thus 
the  eleft  are  quickened  here,  and  brought  to  live 
by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God  i  and  their  eterhal 
life,  which  is  given  us  of  God,  is  hid  with  Chrift, 
as  our  head,  in  God  j  as  it  is  written — /  give  my 
Jheep  eternal  life^  and  they  fhail  never  perifh,  neither 
JbaU  any  pluck  them  out  of  my  bands*  John  x.  28.   H6 
that  believeth  on  me  bath  everlafting  Hfe.  John.  vi.  47, 
There  we  fee  the  blefllngs  of  this  everlafting  cove- 
nant bear  the  fame  date  as  the  covenant  doth.  But 
to  proceed. 

The  Almighty  knew  how  the  devil,  the  god  of 
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thi^  world,  would  blindfold  us  in  order  to  lead  u&. 
to  the  bottomlefs  pit^  and  that  Satan  would  (end 
many  blind  guides  to  lead  us  oa  from  one  dark 
mountain  to  another,  thai  we  pa\gbt  follow  the 
devil's  doiflrine,  and  fo  be  danmed  at  lad*  I  lay 
the  Lord  knew  this,  for  known  unto  Godare  all  things  i 
therefore  in  this  covenant  he  has  promifed  to  be  an 
everlaiting  light  to  aJU  his  people ;  as  it  is  written 
— But  the  Lord  jball  be  im(Q  tb^  an  everlqfiing  Bghf^ 
oMthy  God  thy  glory,  Ifa.  1«.  19, 

Id  this  covenant  God  hath  provided  a  rigbteouf- 
uefs  for  the  ele(ft,  though  by  nature  they  were  un<* 
godly.  Rom.  iv.  5.  This  righteoufoefs  was  wrought 
out  for  the  eleft  by  Chrift ;  as  it  is  written — By  the 
obedience  cf  onejhaH  many  he  made  righteous •  Rom* 
V.  1 9.  This  righteoufnefs  Qod  accepted  of  our 
furety^  he  being  made^  of  God  mUk  ns  rigbt^ufnefi. 
\  Cor.  i.  30.  This  righteoufnefs.  God  alia  imputes 
freely  without  any  pre-requifitc  in  us  ;  as  it  is  writ- 
ten— Ev0i  as  David  aljo  defmbtth  the  bkffedn^  oftbt 
man  unto  whom  God  imputeth  ri^eofifntfs  vnAout- 
works.  Kom.  iv.  6.  The  Spirit  of  God  brings  this 
righteoufnefs  near  to  us  in  a  preached  gofpel,  and 
reveals  it  to  the  eye  of  faith ;  as  fpeaketh  God  by 
the  prophet  i  faiah — /  bring  near  niy  ri^teaufne/s  v  it 
Jball  not  be  far  off.  Ifa^xlvL  i  j.  This  r^hteoufne& 
is  revealed  in  the  gofpel  for  every  believer — lam 
not  ajhamed  of  the  gofpel  of  Chrift ^  for  therein  is  the 
righteoufnefs  of  God  revealed  from  faith  to  faith ;  as  il 
is  vnritten^  The.  jnft  JbaU  tiva  by  faifk^  Rxwi-i.  17. 
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Faith  puts  this  righteoufncfs  upon  the  poor  finner 
for  his  juftification  before  God,  as  a  righteoufnef$ 
procured  by  God. — But  now  the  righteoujnefs  of  God 
ivitbout  the  law  is  manifejied,  being  witnejfed  by  the  taDo 
and  the  prophets  I  even  the  right eoufnejs  of  God ^  whiA 
is  by  faith  of  Jefus  Chriji,  unto  all  and  upoH  all  ihijA 
that  believe.  Rom.  iii.  21,  22, 

Remember,  this  righteoufnefs  is  given  freely, 
therefore  wo  be  to  that  man  that  thinks  to  merit 
it,  or  add  fomething  of  his  own  thereto ;  which 
Chrift  calls  putting  a  piece  of  new  cloth  upon  an 
old  garment,  that  will  make  the  rent  worfe.  I  fay 
it  is  given  of  God,  and  cannot  either  be  bought  or 
Ibid  ;  as  it  is  written — They  that  receive  abundance 
of  grace y  and  the  gift  of  righteoufnefs  ^  fhall  reign  in  life 
by  one,  Jefus  Chrift.  Rom.  v.  1 7. 

Thus,  my  dear  hearers,  Chrift  wrought  out  this 
righteoufnefs  for  us ;  God  the  Father  accepts  h  of 
Chrift,  and  places  it  to  our  account,  and  imputes 
it  freely.  The  gofpel  reveals  it,  the  fioly  Ghoft 
applies  it  to  the  hand  of  an  appropriadng  faith,  and 
makes  it  manifeft  to  the  finncr's  confcience ;  cort- 
fcicncc  enjoys  it,  and  finds  peace  to  be  the  effeA  of 
it.  Thus  we  are  juftified  freely  from  all  things  from 
which  we  could  not  be  juftified  by  the  law  of  Mofes. 
Aftsxiii.  39. 

This  righteoufnefs  too  bears  the  fame  ancient 
date  of  the  covenant ;  for  feventy  weeks  ate  deter-- 
mined  upon  thy  people ,  and  upon  thy  holy  city,  tofinifb 
the  trdnfgreffion^  and  to  make  an  end  offtns,  and  to 
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Pioke  reconcUuiiion  for  iniquity^  and  to  bring  in  everU^* 
ing  ri^teoujnefs.  Dan.  ix.  34. 

I  next  proceed  to  (hew  that  pcrfevcring  ftrcngth 
is  moft  furely  promifcd  to  the  cleft  in  this  covC'« 
nanti  or  elfe  Satan  would  ibon  throw  us  down, 
even  were  we  as  ftrong  as  Peter  fuppofed  himfclf 
to  be  when  he  proniifed  never  to  forf^ke  Chrift, 
though  all  the  reft  did  ;  as  it  is  written — T^ere  is 
pone  like  unto  the  God  of  JefhuruHy  wbQ  ridetb  upon  tb^ 
beavens  in  iby  help^  and  in  bis  excellency  on  tbejky. 
The  eternal  God  is  tby  refuge,  and  underneath  are  the 
everlajling  arms.  Deut.  xxxiii.  37.  Therefore  truji 
ye  in  the  Lord  for  ever,  for  in  the  Lord  Jehovah  is 
ever  lofting  ftrength.  Ifa.  xxvi.  4. 

God's  elc6k  are  not  to  be  left  comfortlefs,  though 
they  arc  fo  much  oppofed  and  hated  in  the  world  5 
for  this  covenant  fecures  our  confolations  alfo,  and 
they  bear  the  fame  date  as  the  covenant  does,  as  ic 
is  written— AVze;  our  Lordjefus  Chrift  bvmfelf^  and 
God,  even  our  Father,  which  bath  loved  us,  and  bath 
given  us  ever  lofting  conjolation,  and  good  hope  through 
grace,  comfort  your  hearts,  and  ftablifh  you  in  tvery 
good  word  and  work.  2  Theff.  ii.  1 6 j  1 7. 

Our  joy  and  glory  arc  alfo  fecured  in  this  cove- 
nant ',  as  it  is  written — jind  the  ran/med  of  the  Lord 
Jball  return,  and  come  to  Zion  with  Jongs,  and  everlqft- 
jng  joy  upon  their  beads  j  they  fboU  obtain  joy  and 
gladnefs,  andjorrow  andjighing  fhallflee  away.  Ifa, 
x^xv,  10.    And  there  is  another  eternal  blefling 

beyondj 


(    39    ) 

beyond  all  the/e,  ,and  that  is  an  eternal  weight  of 
glory  in  the  prefence  of  the  Lamb ;  which  is  like- 
wife  to  be  enjoyed  for  ever  and  ever. 

Thus,  my  dear  hearers,  you  fee  what  everlafting 
love  has  done  for  us.  Remember  that  this  love  is 
to  endure  for  ever ;  as  faith  the  church — 7be  Lord 
bath  appeared  of  old  unto  mey/aytngy  Tea,  I  have  loved 
thee  with  an  everkjling  love,  therefore  with  loving  kind^ 
nefs  have  I  drawn  thee.  Jer.  xxxi.  3. 

Having  thus  difcourfcd  of  the  length  of  the  love 
of  God,  and  proved  the  date  of  it  to  be  from  ever-  . 
lafting  to  everlafting,  I  come  now  to  my  third  ge- 
neral head,  which  is  to  treat  of  the  breadth  of  thb 
love. 

By  breadth  we  may  underftand  its  univerfal 
extenlion  to  all  the  eleft,  whether  Jews  or  Gen- 

tiles. 

In  the  antediluvian  world  the  love  of  God  was 
known  but  to  few  families,  and  they  fprung  from 
the  loins  of  Seth  s  the  family  of  Cain  fcem  to  have 
been  kept  quite  ignorant  of  it.  It  was  much  con- 
tra£ted  likewife  in  the  adminiftradon  of  it  in  the 
days  of  Noah ;  and  after  the  flood  it  feemed  to 
flow  in  a  very  narrow  channel,  and  confined  itfelf 
chiefly  to  the  defcendants  of  Noah :  in  Ihort,  it 
run  in  one  contrafted  channel  till  Jacob's  family 
multiplied  in  Egypt,  and  then  it  began  to  extend 
itfelf,  and  to  widen  moft  fwceriy  at  Ifrael's  deliver- 
ance from  bondage.  And  here  and  there  a  poor 
Gentile  was  pulled  in  by  this  cord  of  everlafting 
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loye  9  but  the  great^  part-  of  liiotn  were  left  to 
go  on  in  their  o)nrn  ways. 

It  continued  with  Ifrael  fome  hundred  yearg^  and 
the  partition  waH  that  encompafled  them  feemed 
to  ftand  firm  for  nwny  ages ;  as  it  is  written — Tm 
only  have  I  known  tf  all  the  families  qffbe  earth.  In 
the  days  of  Dayid  it  extended  itfelf  glorioufly 
among  the  Jews ;  and  after  that  again  it  fell  into 
a  narrow  channel,  and  continued  fo  for  niany  year% 
till  the  golden  days  of  the  Son  of  Mirii  appeared, 
and  then  it  widened  greatly;  but  was  ftill  feemingly 
confined  to  the  Jewifli  nation;  as  it  is  written — 
Tbefe  twelve  Jefusfentfortbi  and  commanded  themjeej^ 
ingj  Go  not  into  the  way  0/  the  Gentiles ;  and  into  a^jy 
city  of  the  Samaritans  enter  ye  nqt ;  but  go  rather  to^  the 
kftjheep  of  the  houfe  ofljrael.  Matt.  x.  5,  6.  But, 
though  this  cvcrlafting  love  feemed  fo  contraftcd 
jii  its  adminiftration  in  thofe  ancient  days,  yet  it 
was  broad  in  the  fecrct  purpofes  of  God.  Thzt 
the  Gentiles  Ihould  be  faved,  was  a  part  of  the 
great  myftery  of  godlinefs;  as  it  is  written — 
Preached  unto  the.  Gentiles^  &c.  But  at  laft  the  dear 
Redeemer  broke  down  the  middle  wall  of  the  par* 
tition  that  feparatcd  between  the  Jewifli  nation  an4 
^bc  Gentiles ;  and  fent  his  fervants  forth  to  preach 
the  gofpel  to  every  creature.  On  the  glorious  day 
of  Pentecoft  thi3  eyerlafting  flame  of  divine  love 
was  wonderfully  kindled  in  the  twelve.  apofUes, 
who  were  appointed  to  be  the  twelve  miniflerial 
foundations  of  thd  gofpel  church  j  and  from  them 
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it  was  commtinicated  to  the  uniting  of  many  lively 
ftones  to  the  chief  corner  ftonc  Christ  Jesus  5  the 
only  foundation  for  faith  and  hope  to  build  their 
cxpe£bations  on. 

The  dimenfions  of  this  love  in  my  text  were 
(weetly  revealed  to  Peter  in  the  vifion  of  a  great 
iheet  knit  at  the  four  comers.  Four  of  the  glo- 
rious  attributes  of  God  knit  the  corners,  and  fweetly 
agree  in  letting  down  to  the  earth  this  (heet  of 
everlafting  love;  as  it  is  written — Mercy  and  truth 
are  met  together.  Thcfe  two  aittributes  hold  two 
oppofite  corners.  Rigbuoufne/i  and  peace  have  kijjed 
each  other.  And  after  that  mutual  kifs  they  agreed 
or  harmonized  together  to  hold  up  the  other  two 
oppofite  corners.  Thus  mercy  and  truth  are  met 
together,  righteoujnejs  and  pace  have  kiffed  each  other. 
Pfalm  btxxv.  10.  In  this  flieet  were  the  elcft  Gen- 
tiles chiefly  exhibited.  It  contained  all  manner  of 
foar-footed  beafis  (mark  that,  all  manner  of  four-^ 
footed  beafts).  Their  fpecies  was  human,  but 
brutal  by  fin — Every  man  is  brutijh  in  his  knowledge. 
Jen  X.  18.  I  am  more  brutal  (faith  Agur)  than  any 
man.  Ptov.  xxx.  2.  Yea,  the  whole  human  race 
are  emphatically  called  beads ;  as  it  is  written — 
That  God  might  manifeft  them,  that  they  might  fee  that 
/key  tbemfehes  are  beafts.  Eccl.  iii.  18.  Thefe  were 
the  beafts  rcprefcnted  to  Peter  in  this  (heet — four- 
footed  beafts.  Some  finners  are  alfo  called  dogs,  as 
Chrift:  called  the  Gentile  woman.  Matt.  xv.  27. 
$ome  arc  called  Jwine.  Matt,  vii.  6.    Some  are 

pallecl 


(      42     ) 

called  wolves.  Mate  x*  1 6.  Some  lions.  Zcph.  iii.  3. 
Some  calves.  Mai  iv.  2.  But  the  wolfJhaU  dwell 
'Mb  the  Lamb  (of  God),  and  the  leopard  Jball 
le  down  with  the  kid;  and  the  calf,  and  the  young ^ 
Bon,  and  tbefatlmg  together  j  and  a  little  child  (or  babe 
in  grace)  JbaU  lead  them.  Ifa^  xi-  6.  That  ihcct 
contained  all  the  eledt  from  eternity,  and  is  their 
reft  and  divine  folace  when  grace  ha$  tamed  them, 
as  b  reprefented  by  their  lying  down  with  the 

l^amb. 

There  were  creeping  things  alfo  in  the  (hcct,  as 
well  as  beafts  •,  fome  finners  are  csAhd/erpenlSi  fomc 
vipers  (Matt*  iii.  7)  ;  and  fome  are  called  wermsj 
Micah  vii.  17.  And  there  v/crc  fowls  of  the  air  ia 
the  (heet  alfo  i  mark,  the  cleft  are  called  doves  (Ifa, 
Ix.  8)>  eagles  (Ifa.xl,  31) ;  wdjpeckkd  birds.  ]cu 
xii.  9.  Thefe  were  the  living  creatures  in  Peter's 
flicet — And  there  came  a  voice  to  him,  J^ing^  Rife, 
Peter ^  kill  and  eat  i  take  the  fword  of  the  Spirit,  and 
kill  them  to  all  hope  in  the  l^w  j  crucify  them  to 
the  world,  that  they  may  be  dead  unto  fin  (Rom. 
vi.  1)  5  kill  them  to  all  confidence  in  the  flcfh,  that 
their  old  man  may  be  crucified  with  Chrift ;  that 
they  may  become  dead  to  the  law,  and  be  married 
to  another  (Rom.  vii,  4) ; — Arije^  Peter,  kill  and eat^ 
"  I  told  you,  at  the  well  of  Samariaj  that  I  had 
meat  to  eat  that  ye  knew  not  of,  and  that  my  meat 
was  to  do  the  will  of  him  that  fent  me,  and  to  finilh 
his  work.  John  iv.  32.  34.  I  have  made  thee,  Pe- 
ter, a  minifter,   and  the  converfion  of  thefe  finners 
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muft  be  the  meat  and  drink  of  thy  minifterial  appe* 

titej  or  thirft  for  fouls. 

"  Mine  elecSk  in  this  world  arc  compared  to  filh 

in  the  great  fea;  Ezek.  xlvii.  ^^ — 1 1.     And  I  told 

thee,  Simon^   I  had  made  thee  a  filher  of  men; 

Mark  i.  17.     Suck  therefore  of  the  abundance  of 

the  feas,  Peter,  for  that  is  the  food  of  the  minifter  j 

Deut.  xxxiii.    19.     For  the  abundance  of  the  feas 

fbaU  be  converted  unto  me;    the  forces  of  the  Gentiles 

Jball come  unto  me-,  Ifa.  Ix.  5.     Mine  ele£l  are  a 

treafure  hid  in  the  fand;    Deut.   xxxiii.  19. — 

Though  Ifrael  he  as  the  f and  on  the  fea-fhorCy  yet  a 

remnant fhall  return  \  Ifa.  x.  ai.  Arife^  Peter ^  kill  and 

eat  I  fuck  of  the  ahundance  of  the  feas  ^  and  of  the  trea- 

fur es  bid  in  the  f and  \   Deut.   xxxiii.  19.     Thoufhalt 

alfo/uck  the  milk  of  the  Gentiles  i  ifa.  Ix.  i6.     And  in 

their  glory  fhall  you  boaft  yourf elves  i  Ifa.  Ixi.  6." 

4rife^  Peter^  kill  and  eat.  But  Peter  faid — Notfc^ 
Jjordy  for  I  have  never  eaten  any  thing  that  is  common 
or  unclean.  Oh  wretched  contiru&ion  !  too  carnally 
underftood. — And  the  voice  fpake  unto  him  thefecond 
time.  What  God  hath  cleanfed  (mark  that,  it  is  fpoken 
in  the  paft  tenfe),  what  God  hath  cleanfed,  that  call 
not  thou  common.  Peter*s  lait  comment  on  the 
vifion  proves  what  I  have  affcrted,  when  he  fays — - 
But  God  hathjhewed  me  that  Ifhould  not  call  any  man 
(mark  here,  thefe  beads  and  creeping  things  are 
called  metC)  common  or  unclean.    Ads  x.  28. 

Let  it  be  obferved  that,  when  this  Iheet  was  let 
down^  all  thef^  beads  were  in  it.    It  was  let  down 
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from  hcavrn,  and  the  beafts  were  in  it,  to 
their  eledtion  and  eternal  union  with  Chrift  in  the 
bond  of  cverlafting  love ;  reprefentcd  to  Peter  by 
the  (hect.  And  afterwards  thcfc  beafts  were  dfawn 
up  again  in  the  (heet,  to  (hew  thejr  fafc  arrival 
in  glory,  in  the  fame  (heet  or  bond  of  eternal  love 

And,  though  chey  are  compared  to  beafts,  yet 
tfiey  were  all  in  the  (heet,  and  faid  to  be  clcanfed, 
though  they  were  not  called  by  grace ;  fw  they 
were  not  dead  to  the  law,  nor  were  they  alive  by 
faith ;  no,  they  were  to  hear  the  word  from  Pctcf 
by  which  they  might  live.  A  nd  the  (beet  wa«  let 
down  thrice  j  to  Ihew,  firft,  their  eternal  uniory 
with  Cbrift  in  the  bond  of  everlafting  lore ;  afld 
therefore  they  are  faid  to  be  preferved  in  Je/us  Cbt^^ 
and  called;  Jirde  i.  Secondly,  this  (heet  is  let 
down  at  converfion,  as  appears  by  the  Holy  Gboft 
falirng  on  them  when  Peter  fpake  to  them.  And, 
thirdly,  it  ft  all  be  let  down  again  at  the  gener^ 
refurrcftion  for  their  bodies  i  for  their  bodies, 
as  well  as  their  fouls,  were  reprefented  by  fbcir- 
footed  beafts,  if  not  more  fo ;  and,  though  they 
fetYfll^  up  the  wind  at  their  pleafure,  like  a 
wild  afs  in  the  wildernefs  (Jcr.  ii.  24)^  yet  they 
were  let  down  from  heaven  in  this  fhect,  and  cleans 
fetl  ia  Chrift,  who  is  their  ftnftification,  and  who 
ian<5tifiech  them — For  be  that  fan ffifieth^  and  ibey 
that  areJanSified  are  both  of  one.   Heb.  ii.  1 1. 

Some  of  thefe  four-footed  beafts  were  knocking 
$t  Peter*s  door  at  the  fame  time  that  the  veffd 
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^as  dranRrn  up  to  heaven  again — Nbw^  while  Paer 
Joubted  in  bimfelf  what  this  vifionjhould  mean^  beboU 
ib€  men  ^Ub  vwcjmfrim  CormHus  bad  made  en^ 
^imy  fir  Smon^  md  fi§fped  before  the  gaie,  dnd 
eaffedp  4ftd  ajked  whether  Smon,  wbub  was  fime^med 
Ptt^y  were  kdged  there.  IFbile  Peter  thought  on  the 
idfim  the  Sfiritjmd  unto  bim^  Behold  three  pien  Jeek 
thee ;  artfe  thereforey,  and  get  thee  dawn^  and  go  wkk 
tbemy  dMta^  notbtt^^  fir  I  have  fent  them.  Afts 
xi.  12 — 20* 

Thus  this  love  extended  it&lf  in  its  admini- 
ftradons  £ur  and  wide,  tmdl  it  gathered  Ibme  frooft 
the  eaft,  ibme  from  the  weft^  tome  from  tbe  norths 
and  fbmc  60m  the  ibuch  j  and  wikk  bring  themrac 
Ixfl  to  ^  down,  with  Ahrabamy  ^dac,  and  Jacoh,  im 
the  kingdom  of  God.  Matt.  viii.  ii.  God  gave  the 
vordy  and  great  were  the  compof^  that  feibl^bedit^ 
Evenr  when  tbe  devil  rai&d  a  persecution  againft  die 
apofttes  of  God,  this  was  made  an  iaftrtuneat,  in 
his  wiBoov  for  promnlging  his  divine  kw ;,  as  it » 
fiLid-^799  '^^'^^'^  ^^^^^  where  frothing  tie  go^eL 
Lcgiofis  of  poor  jfbuk.  got  hold  of' their  fweetcordi» 
q£  the  evoslafting  love  of  the  Tnnky.  And  ftimc 
xan  one  wajr  *with  t^  ibnxr  aoothec,  until  tbcjr 
fiiUiUed  xlm  yrtdxQlon^^EnCarge  theplme  cftty  tentp 
and  kt  than  ftreteb  forth  tbet  curtains  of  thine  habitat 
tiMt'yJpare  mtr  lengthen-  thy  cords^  andjlrengthom tfy 
fiaJtet.  \  fir  thou  fhaU  break  forth  on  the  right  hand 
md  ofk  tbt  left^  and  thy  Joed  fif(di  inherit  tb&Gemiles, 
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^  make  the  dejolate  cities  to  he  inhabited.    Ifa. 
liv.  2,  3. 

And  this  eternal  love  in  its  breadth  (hall  never 
leave  the  earth,  till  the  kingdoms  of  this  xoorld  become 
the  kingdoms  of  our  Lord,  and  of  his  Chrift.  Rev.  xi. 
15  And  then  the  earth  Jhall  befiUed  with  the  knmo^ 
kdge  of  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  as  the  waters  cover  the 
Jea.    Hab.  ii.  14. 

I  now  come  to  the  fourth  head  propofed^  viz. 
the  depth  which  is  mentioned  in  my  text. 

The  profound  depth  of  the  love  of  Chrift  may 
be  fubdivided  into  three  heads.  It  was  deep  in  the 
eternal  counfd  of  God  -,  it  was  a  myfterious  depth  in 
the  agonizing  fufierings  of  Chrift ;  and  deep  in  the 
manifeftation  of  it  to  poor  mortals  who  were 
deeply  fallen. 

.  Firft,  it  is  deep  as  confidered  in  the  eternal 
counfel  of  God ;  deep,  becaufe  it  lay  hid  finom 
evcrlafting,  until  it  was  made  known  to  God's 
cleft  by  the  Spirit.  AH  the  wifdom  and  learning 
of  the  world  could  never  have  difcov.ered,  much 
lefs  have  fathomed  it.  It  lay  concealed  in  the 
eternal  mind,  and  would  have  lain  there  undif- 
covered  to  all  eternity,  if  God  had  not  difcovcrcd 
it  by  the  light  of  his  Spirit.  Who  among  all  the 
race  of  Adam  could  have  imagined  an  eternal  af- 
fection in  a  juft  God  toward  fclf-condcmncd  rebels, 
upon  the  grounds  of  truth  and  jufticc,  if  God  had 
not  revealed  it  by  his  Spirit  ?—^j  it  is  written,  Eyt 
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hatb  notfeefiy  nor  ear  beards  neither  have  entered  va$ 
the  heart  ofman^  the  things  which  God  hath  prepared 
for  them  that  love  him.  But  God  hath  revealed  them 
unto  us  by  his  Spirit  j  for  the  Spirit  fearcbeth  all  things^ 
yea^  even  the  deep  things  of  dod.  For  what  man 
knoweth  the  things  of  a  many  fave  thefpirit  rfsMM 
which  is  in  him  ?  evenfo  the  things  of  God  knoweth 
no  many  but  the  Spirit  of  God.  i  Cor.  ii.  9—1  £. 
—But, 

I  next  proceed  to  ftiew  that  the  depth  of  dirinc 
love  was  wonderfully  difplayed  in  the  (ingular  fuf« 
ferings  of  Chrift  Jefus. — Greater  love  hath  no  man 
than  thisy  that  a  man  lay  down  his  life  for  his  friends. 
John  XV.  13.  This  depth  will  appear  ftill  more 
conlpicuous,  if  we  confider  the  many  enemies  with 
whom  the  love  of  Chrift  had  to  combat.  Firft, 
our  fins  lay  as  a  dreadful  burden  on  him  $  for 
ibe  Lord  laid  upon  him  the  iniquity  of  us  all.  Ilk.  liii.  6^ 
And  the  Saviour  bore  our  fins  in  his  own  body  on  the 
free,  i  Pet.  ii.  24.  Secondly,  the  infernal  mal'K^ 
and  fury  of  devils — The  prince  of  this  world  cometht 
but  he  hath  nothing  in  me.  Yea,  even  the  wicked 
cnlifted  under  his  banner — This  is  your  hour ^  and  the 
fowers  of  darknefs.  Luke  xxii.  53,  Thirdly,  the 
cruel  infults  of  the  Jewifh  rabble,  who  derided  him 
in  blindfolding  him — fmiting  hin)  on  the  fiice— 
crowning  him  with  thorns — bowing  the  knee  before 
him — putting  a  reed  as  a  mock  iceptre  into  his 
hand — arraying  him  in  a  gorgeous  robe— fending 
him  to  Herod  3 — and  afterward,  when  under  the 
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grdteft  anguiihj  commanding  him  to  come  dowii 
from  thccrofa,  and  they  would  believe  him;  We 
may  add  to  this  the  cup  of  wrath  that  was  given 
him  to  drink;  the  foul-piercing  curfe  of  the  law 
that  he  was  to  bear,  in  order  to  redeem  us  front 
that;  th-*  difciples  forfook  him  and  fled  ;  and  that 
vindiftive  juftice  might  get  a  full  iatisfadtion,  the 
Father  hid  his  face  from  him,  yea,  forfook  him. 
The  Saviour  bore  all  the  reft  with  filence,  but  this 
extorted  fo  bitter  a  cry  from  him^  that  both  heaven 
and  earth  anfwered  it ;  the  inanimate  rocks  opeli 
their  mouths  s  the  graves  difclofe  the  dead  i  the 
jbowels  of  the  earth  were  moved,  and  the  fun  was 
veiled  in  fackcloth:  thefe  things  wreftled  hard 
againft  eternal  love.  The  infirmities  of  our  fieih 
inade  him  fear  and  fweat,  and  ftand  forely  amazed, 
^^^i  jpirk  is  vriUingy  bui  thefiejhis  we  Ay  iakl  the 
dear  Redeemer.  But  everlafting  love  waded 
through  all  thefe  rapid  floods  of  oppofitioo.  Nor 
could  the  floods  of  temptation,  of  wrath,  of  per- 
fecution,  nor  the  cold  floods  of  death  in  the  leaft 
quench  or  impede  his  permanent,  divine,  and 
everlafting,  alFe6lion  to  his  own  eledt :  as  ic  is 
written — Maty  waters  camot  quench  hve^  n^  cm 
the  floods  drown  it ^  for  love  isftrong  as  death.  Song 
viii.  6,  7.  Surely  love  muft  pierce  deep  in  the 
Saviour's  breaft,  or  he  never  would  have  veiled 
his  glory,  faced  the  ftorm,  and  waded  through  the 
pains  of  hell,  to  get  at  the  object  loved,  if  love 
had  not  been  well  rooted.    Is  this  the  eternal  love 
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of  Ckrift  to  us  ?  So  it  feems.  fno  Chen  /hall 
fip^att  lufrom  fbe  hve  of  Cbriji  f  jhdl  tribulation^  or 
diftrejs^  or  perfecuiion^  or  famine^  or  nakeinefs^  or  perils 
ffffODorii  Nojf^  in  aU  ibefi  things ^  we  are  more  than 
conquerors^  through  him.  that  loved  us,  Rom.  viii. 

But  let  us  confider  the  deptb  of  this  t^ve  in  its 
adminiftration :  in  bri caging  many  of  its  objeAs  up 
out  of  the  various  depths  into  which  the  devil  and 
fin  has  funk  them ;  fome  of  whom  juftice  has 
feemed  to  rurn  as  it  were  cp.deftruftion  f  but  ever« 
lafting  love  has  prohibited  dieir  entrance  there^  and 
led  them  back  to  God  with  the  greaceft  placidity  i 
as  it  is  written — 'Itoa  t^i-neft  man  to  deftruBim^ 
oMd  fayefi^  Return^  ye^  cbildreu  of  men.  PfaJ.  xc.3* 
Some  have  been  almoft  deluged  in  guilt,  horror, 
wrath^and  anguifh  of  foul  i  and,  when  their  fouls 
have  been  overwhelnied  within  them>  eternal  love 
has  appeared,  and  led  them  to  the  rock,  higher 

than  they  (Pfal.  Ixi.  ii.)>  P^^  ^  ^^^  ^^"g  *^  ^heir 
mouths  3  and  eftablifhed  their  goings.  Pfal.  xl.  2. 
Others  have  been  exerdfed  dn  their  beds  with 
pain,  and  the  multitude  of  their  bones  with  ftrong 
pain )  infomuch  that  their  life  abhorred  bread,  and 
their  fouls  dainty  meat ;  their  flelh  is  confumed 
away,  that  it  cannot  be  (een,  and  theif  bones  that 
wei^  not  feen  ftick  out.  Then  fays  Love — Deli^ 
«vr  them  from  going  down  to  the  pit-,  Ihttvefoun^a 
tanfom.  rkeir fiejh  Jhall  he  frejher  than  a  ebUd's%. 
and  fheyfhall  return  to  the  dftys  6f  i^eir  youth :  tbef 
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Jball  pray  utttp  God,  and  be  Jball  befavourahU  uHU 
tbetn ;  and  ibey  Jhall  Jet  bis  face  wUb  joy 4  Job 
xxxiiL  19,  &€• 

Others  have  been  pofiefled  with  kgions  of  deWIs ; 
ibme  funk  into  black  defpair ;  others  have  been 
bowed  together  by  Satan ;  and  fome  have  been 
botb  n)ad  and  dumb^  fome  in  the  (hitdows  of 
death  $  others  in  the  horrible  pit.  But  love  has 
ftill  dived  beneath  them,  and  brought  them  up  as 
on  eagles  wings*  This  precious  cord  of  everhfi:- 
ing  love  angled  fweetly  after  poor  Janah,  when 
fatherly  difplealure  had  railed  a  ftorm>  and  caft 
him  overboard,  and  at  laft  brought  him  up  from 
the  bowels  of  hell.  In  (hort,  there  arc  no  depths 
that  the  dedk  of  God  have  fallen  into,  where  love 
hath  not  waded  after  them,  and  brought  them  up. 
It  brought  Manaflch  up  firom  the  magic  depths  of 
Satan  $  and  David  from  deep  calling  unto  deep, 
the  very  echoes  or  reioundings  of  hell  itfelf. 

Other  poor  fouls  have  finned  againft  light  and 
love  after  they  had  tufted  thaf.  the  Lord  was  gra- 
cious. Some,  under  fuch  circumftances,  have 
cried  oOt — My  hope  is  ptrijhed  frmn  tbe  lArd\ 
others,  that  tbere  is  no  bope  ;  fome,  that  J  am  cafi 
out  ofbisftgbt  V  and  others  have  curfed  the  day  in 
which  they  were  born,  and  the  man  that  brought 
tidings  of  their  birth.  Some  dejected  fouls  have 
declared  they  were,  as  furc  of  hell  as  if  they  were  in 
jf;  ind  others  have  wiQied  they  had  been  there, 
chat  they  mighj  know  the  woi-ft.     But  not  one  of 
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tfaeie- tha¥  I  alhsde  to  cbuld  with  their  dymg  breathe 
charge  immutable  love  with  the  leait  failure.  No|. 
love  hks  appeared  to  rfiake  their  bed  in  thdr  fick* 
aefs*  Pfal/xli:«  3*  And  the  eveclafling  arm  hat 
been  underneath  them.  Dcoc*  xxxiii«  27.  Love- 
hzs  Iweetljr  fckindled  her  expiring  6ame ;  and  con-^ 
fcience  has  compelled  them  to  fct  to  their  feal  that 
God  is  true  to  th^  itreUocabfe  promife  that  he  has; 
given  them. — T&^  Lord  thy  God  in  ibe  mid/i  of  tbee 
is  yni^hiy;  he  ivill  favei  be  wiit  rejoice  over  tbee 
tt^ifbjtyi  be  will  refi  h  his  lovey  be  ivilljoy  ever 
tbee  witbjinging.  2eph.  iii.  17, 

The  height  of  this  love  may  be  fubdivided  into 
three  heads :  Firft,  God's  love  to  Chrift,  and  to 
the  ele<5l:  in  him:  This  is  plain,*  by  his  ordaining 
them  to  glory  by  hinv  Secondly^  in  God*sexalt-^ 
ing  Chrift  in  human  nature  as  oiir  head.  Thirdly^ 
our  exaltation  with  him  and  in  him. 

Firftj  thenj  God's  love  to  Chrift  1  as  it  is  writteA 
— For  tbou  lovedft  the  hefofe  the  foundation  of  ibr 
'tt;orld.  John  xvii.  24%  And  God  loved  us  in  Chrift  1 
and  by  the  bond  of  eternal  love  made  ui  one  with 
him  i  and  the  refult  of  this^  love  was  giving  us 
eternal  glory  in  Chrift  Jefus^  arid  ordaining  us  to  it 
by  him  1  as  it  is  faid — I  intbem^  imd  tbou  in  me,  thai 
fbey  may  he  •  made  perfeS  in  one,  and  tbut  ibe  world 
may  know  that  tbou  bajifent  me,  and  bc^  loved  tbem 
as  tbou  baft  k^ed  me.  John  xvii.  aj*  And  the 
glory  that  God  gave  us  in  Chrift  is  transferred  to 
His  by  him ;  as  it  if  written— ^IK  the  §lqry  which 

D  a  tbost 


(      S3      )• 

tt9U  idv^m  J  bavipvin  tbem^  :lbat  they  vuy  h 
one^  even  as  ttfe  art  mie*  John  xvii;  Vi. 

.Sdcondly,  The  height  qI  AbJcHFC  msf.bc  con- 
Iklered,  and  clearly  iwa  in  the  Father's  etaldng 
Gfarlit  fo  high  in  our  m^Urc^  as  the  glorious  repre.- 
icocative  of  ^ all  his  feed.  <}od  raifcd  up  from  the. 
4ead  his  fon  Jefvs  Chrift,  without  iufiering  him  ix> 
fise  corruption  J  and  then  he  glorified  hini — The 
Q^d  of  out  fathers  bath  glorified  Usfmjejus.  K&^ 
fii.  i>  He  not  <9nly  raifed  him  up^  ^d  gH>rificd 
l^i^,  ^UC.he  hath  highly  xxalted  him.  Philii.9« 
Highly  exalted  him.  jndeed !  for  he  is  alcended 
9bove,  all  heavens  \  yea^  %  ^boyp  all  heavens  %  for 
iv  that  defcendAdis  tbefatife  afftf  that-  a/cendedup  far 
aiovf  all  MeapsHSytbat  Jpc  might  fill  Ml  things.  £pb. 
iv.  13.  God  ^tt\m^  far  above  all  frincipaUty  and 
pmeri  4nd  mighty  and  dominio^y  and  every  name  that 
is  named^  not  on^jn  this  f^r^t  ^^  ^Ifi^  in  that 
pfhich  ist9  cmf:  %h.  i,  %u 
•  Thusi  my  d^r  Iiparcr^}  foi;i  fee  God  the  Father's 
JoVc  to  us  in  Cirfift*  in.  icttipg,  hij|i:i|p  t<>  be  our 
head  from  evedftftifig^  I  iwJlyj  Ip  RPq>*ring  him  a 
body  in  tjiTM  fo  ^takfln  k^o  wiign  with  his  God-^ 
iieail.  3dlf,  In  not  fuffertng  that  body  to  fee  corr 
mptiotit  but  raifing  it  from-^he  dp^»  4thly,  I9 
'giving  htm  glory,  or  glorifying  Wm.  5thly,  ja 
ntTing  him  up,  and  exalting  bim  far  above  all 
JitaVom  i  and  putting  all  things  in  fub^eiftiofi  uadef 
cbis  feet* 
But  y<Mi  will  f»jr,  Wbc*.  ait  ch« .  cl^fik  all  tbi^ 
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^tiK\Yi  infwcr;"  meii  tJhrift  die^  we  were  criia. 
iicd'with  hitii— knowing  tbat  out  old  wan  is  ctuHfiid 
with  BimJ  Rom.Vi.  6.     Jt  nm  crucified  xbiJb  Cbrifi^ 
W  P^.  '  Arid,  whcii  Chrift  was  tilled  frtoi  tht 
dead/ the  cleft  were  rkiftiS  aKS—Ti^^  i/^irf  iiien  Jhail 
livei  together  with  my  dead  bod^Jhalttbey  a^i/e.  \{k. 
xx^i/19;  "  Yiea;]  and  when  Chrift  afcerrdcd  the  ekft 
aicended ;  a'rtd;  .Whfc/i  Chrift  took  his  festt  ^ar  above 
all  heavths,  th?  cje^  took  theif  feats"iif  htm,  and 
iat  4ownSvIth  nim;  ias'.U  f&  written— J^«/'(?^i/  ivho 
'is  rich, iH'mr^y^  for  hts  great  love  (mark,'  his  gfeic 
loye,  this  is  the  bond  of  eternil  union)  wberewilb 
lir  /tfz;^^  us  O^ark  th^t^  loved  xjsji  even  when  we 
w^r^  ^<ftf^/  i»  ^»J,  hatb  quickened  us  together  with 
Cbriji — (mark  the  union,  quickened   ifs  together 
with  Chrift)  i^by  grace ye^are/aved.  '  Kow  mark  the 
refurrpftion  and  aJTcenfion, — Jnd  haih  Yatfed  us  u$ 
togetbeT'-^itn^Lrk  the  union  again,  T^ifra  \is  up  t o* 
exTHj^K),  tf»^  iwtf^^  us  fit  togetber^^{mixk.  thifc 
^union  3gain,  made  us  fit  toqetheb)  in  bedvemy 
places  in  Chr^Ji  Je/us.  Eph.  ii.  4 — 6.     This  is  no 
.|iew  (Joi^nne ; .  for  it  flione  fweetly  in  the  old  laws, 
where  God  commanded  the  Ilrac!itcs  ^to  bring  the 
firft  (heaf  of  their  wheat  harvcft  to  \\\m—H^hen  ye 
^^  fcwf  i»f.^  the  land  which  Igii/e  unto  you ^  and  Jh all 
reap^  thejbarve^  thereof  then  ye  fiall  bring  a  Jheaf  of 
tbejfirfi  fruits  of  yqur  barvejl  unto  the  prtejtl    Lev. 
xx;iii..  yo,^   This  inftitution  of  the  eirt  .of  the  fheif 
of  the  firft-fruits  wai  in  order  that  the  harveft 
miffht  be  confccrated,  and  alfo  to  feciire  the  pr0- 
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jpifed  blflTiog  of  God  oiv  the  .fif  Jd.  .Dcut.  xxyiiu  j; 
w  now  fee  the  Holy  Qhoft'^  meaning  in  all 
That  feqftuary  into  which  .the  fheafwas  car- 
ricd  was  typical  of  heaven  j.  as  .it-  )s  written— 7i&^ 
Holy  Ghqfi  this  Jignifyin^^  tbat  the  v^ay  into  the 
holiejl  oft^U  rxuts  not  yet  made  manifefty  vnhile  as  the 
faft  taiemacle  was  yet  ftanding^  wbicb^was  ajipire 
/or  the  time  then  frefent.  ^eb,  ix,  8,^9. 

As  that  fandtuary  wa^  a  type  of  heaven^  fo  the 
firft  (heaf  offered  was  a.  type  of  Chrift  5  and  the 
harveft  under  God*s  blefling  was  a  type  of  all 
God's  cleft.  Firft,  Chrift  calls  himfelf  a  corn  of 
wheat,  before  his  death — And  ye/us  an/wered  ibem, 
/aying^  Tbe  bour  is  come  tbut  the  Sgn  of  Man  JbouiS 
hi  glorified.  Verily^  verily^  I /ay  unto  you,  except  a 
fom  0/  wheat /all  into  the  ground  and  die^  it  abidetb 
alone i  but^  if  it  die^  it  Irin^etb  /ortb  much  frmt. 
Johnxii,  23,  24,  Mark  here,  before  Chrift  died 
he  calls  hinifelf  a  corn  of  wheat  that  (hall  bring 
forth  much  fruit ;  after  his  refurredion,  by  reafon 
of  our  union  with  him,  he  is  called  a  handful  of 
torn  in  the  earth,  ufon  tbe  top  of  the  monntains;  the 
fruit  thereof  (mark  that,  the  cleft  arc  called  the 
ixu\t^rtoi)fhallfi)ake  like  Lebanon  \  and  they  of 
tbo  tity  fifali  fiouri/b  like  grafs  of  tbe  earth.  His 
fiameJhaU  mtdure  for  ever  (mark  here,  the  handful 
of  corn  is  called  a  perfon ;  his  n^ime  fhall  epdure 
for  ever),  ^nd  now  mark  the  fruits  alio— Mr 
MameJbaJl  be  continued  as  long  as  the/un  s  and  men — 
(markji  th$re  is  the  fruit  of  this  handful  of  (orn) 
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t^nd  menfiall  be  hlejfed  in  him ;  and  aU  natiws  Jball 
cdlbim  blejfed.  Pfal  Ixxii.  16,  17.  We  now  fol- 
lovf  this  fheaf»  Chrift  Jefus^  up  to  the  heavens,  for 
Jefus  is  entered  into  the  holieft  of  all,  now  to  ap- 
pear in  the  prefence  of  God  for  us  ;  and  there  we 
find  Chrift  is  received  as  the  firft-fruits~iff/v/  now 
is  Chrift  rifenfrtm  the  dead ^  and  become  tbejirft-frmit 
r—(mark  that,  beconie  the  firso!  fruits)  of  them 
that  ftept.  I  Cor.  xv.  20.  There  Chrift,  the  firft- 
fruits,  has  afcended  far  above  all  heavens. 

But  you  will  (ay>  Where  are  the  eleft  all  this 
time  ?  I  anfwer.  They  afcended  in  him  as  in  their 
head;  and  are  perfonally  to  follow  him  in  their 
ipiritual  form  and  order;  as  it  is  written — But 
every  man  in  bis  own  order  i  Chrift  the  firft-fruits^ 
afterwards  they  that  are  Chrifi's  at  his  coming ;  then 
eaoetb  the  end.  i  Cor.  xv.  23,  24. 

Chrift,  having  entered  as  the  firft-fruits^  has 
promiied  to  fend  his  angels  to  reap  his  harveft, 
that  is,  to  gather  together  his  eleSt  from  the  four 
Hioinds^  from  the  one  end  of  heaven  to  the  other ^  Matt., 
xxiii.  31.  All  thefe  eledl:  perfons  are  called 
iheaves,  and,  when  bound  in  the  bundle  of  life, 
fliallhe  gathered  into  the  fame  sanctum  sancto- 
rum as  Chrift  Jefus  the  firft-fruics  was ;  as  it  is 
written — iVbtjp  alfo  many  nations  are  gathered  againft 
tbee^  that  fay^  Let  her  be  defiled^  and  let  our  eye  look 
upon  Zion :  but  they  know  not  the  thoughts  of  the  Lord^ 
neither  underftand  they  bis  counfehfor  he  fl^all  gather 
them  as  thejbeayes  into  the  ftoor,  Mic.  iv,  11,  12. 
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Thus  he  fliall  gather  his  wheat  into  his  garner,  hat 
he  fliall  burn  up  the  chaff  with  fire  unqucncbabJe. 

I  now  proceed  to  the  third  bnmch  of  this  gene- 
ral head  of  difcourfe,  viz.  the  Mgkf  of  this  love 
in  the  perfonal  exaltation  ofthe  eteft  at  the  gloria 
ous  refurre6tion. 

God  promifed  to  Chrift  the  fulnefs  of  the  Spirit 
in  the  eternal  counfel ;  and  promiied  likewife  thar 
the  fame  Spirit  fliould  never  depart  from  him,  nor 
from  his  feed.  This  blefled  Spirit  is  called  the 
promife  of  the  Father  to  Chrift ;  and  Chrift  fends 
that  Spirit  upon  all  the  eleft  in  the  appointed  time 
'-^Je/us,  being  exalted,  and  having  received  of  the 
Father  the  promife  of  the  Holy  Ghofi,  hathjbedfmk 
this  which  ye  now  fee  and  hear.  Afts  ii.  33.  The 
Holy  Spirit  is  to  make  the  elc<ft  know  their  privi* 
leges,  by  leading  them  into  all  truth.  He  fearchc^ 
the  deep  things  of  God,  and  makes  them  known  to 
the  chofen;  he  wafhesj  fanftifies,  and  cleanfesr 
them  \  he  refides  in  them  as  the  earneft  of  their 
future  inheritance  ;<  and  he  feals  them  up  to  the 
day  of  eternal  redemption  1  hr  Ihedi  abroad  God's 
love  in  their  hearts,  and  fliall  at  laft  quicken  and 
raife  up  our  rhortal  bodies  ;  as  it  is  written— *J?k/ 
if  the  Spirit  of  him  thdt  ralfed  up  Jefus  from  {h$ 
dead  dwell  in  you,  he  that  raifed  up  Chrift  from  the 
dead  Jhall  alfo  quicken  your  mortal  kodies^  by  his 
Spirit  that  dwelleth  in  you.  Rom.  viii.  i  u  Let  it 
be  obfej  ved,  brethren,  that  the  Holy  Ghoft,  which 
is  given  to  us,  is  the  earneft  of  our  future  inheri- 
tance. 


(    $T   > 

tan ce,  and  is  coupled  together  with  glory,  whcrc- 

cvcr  he  takc3  up  his  refidcfnce ;  as  it  is  written — I/^ 

ye  he  reproached  for  the  name  ofChrtfty  happy  are'yei 

for  the  Spirii  of  gUry  and  of  God  rejieth  upon  yotu 

I  Pet.  i  V.I  4,     Here  then,  you   fee  the  Spirit' of 

glory  and  of  God  fefts  lipon  the  elc6t.    The  fame! 

Spirit  is  to  quicken  our  mortal  bodies  ^yea^  oui^ 

vile  bodies  are  to  be  changed,  and  Tafliipned  lik<5 

unto  the  glorious  body  of  Chrift     Thus "  t^t/  are 

to  bear  the  image  of  the  heaveijly,  Adam,  and  to 

mount  up  and  meet  the  Lord  in  the  air,  and  then 

to  fit  down  on  the  judgment- feat  with  our  dearly 

beloved  head,  as  his  myitical  body ;  that  all  ou^ 

pcrlecuting  eneniies,  bot^  men  and  devils,  may  be 

judged  by  the  cleft  of  God ;  as  it  is  written — D$ 

ye  not  know  that  the  faints  JhalJ  jud^e  the  world  t 

And  J  if  the  world  Jhall  he  judged  by  you  ^  are  ye  un'^ 

worthy  to  judge  the  fmdlleji  matters  ?  Know  ye  not 

that  we  Jhall  judge  angels  j  how  much  more  things 

that  pertain  to  this  life  P  i  Cor.  vi.  2,  j,     Thus 

the  eleft  are  to  appear  on  the  judgment-fca^  with 

Chrift  their  head,  who  comes  to  avenge  his  and 

their  wrongs ;  as  fpeaketh  the  Holy  Ghoft — />/ 

the  faints  be  joy  fid  in  glory  j  let  themjing  aloud  up  cut 

their  beds  5  let  the  high  fraifes  of  God  be  in  their 

mouthy  and  a  two-edged fword  in  thetr  hafid^  to  exe^ 

cute  vengeance  upon  the  heathen^  and  punijbments 

upon  the  people ;  to  bind  their  kings  with  chains,  and 

their  nobles  with  fetters  of  iron  j  to  execute  upon 

'    '    '     -  them^ 


fbmjbe  judffnent  written :  tbu  honour  have  dll  bis 
Jaints  ifrai/eye  the  Lord,  Pfal.  cxlix.  5— T9. 

The  judgment  being  finilhcd,  and  the  doom  of 
the  wicked  for  ever  fixed,  the  cle6t  (hall  fee  a 
new  heaven  and  a  new  earth  -,  the  firff  heaven  and 
tiie  firft  earth  fhall  pafs  away  ia  a  Jame  of  fire, 
prefigured  by  the  deftruftion  of  Sodom  and  the 
ac^  accnt  clues.  Tbe  elements  Jball  melt  with  fervent 
heat^  and  the  wicked  be  chafed  away  with  it ; 
whilft  the  judge  Ihall  render  his  vengeance  with 
iury^  and  his  rebukes  with  flames  of  fire ;  the  hea- 
vens being  diflblved^  and  the  elements  melted ;  as 
Peter  fays,  a  Pet.  iii.  12.  Then  fliall  the  new 
heaven  and  the  new  earth  appear ;  which,  accord- 
ing  to  his  promiie,  we  look  for^  wherein  fliall  dwell 
righteoufnefs  (2  Pet.  iii.  13),  or  righteous  perfons; 
|nd  thele  (hall  live  and  reign  with  Chrift  a  thou- 
fand  years*  But  the  reft  of  the  dead  (that  is,  the 
wicked  dead)  lived  not  again  till  the  thouland  years 
were  run  out.  This  is  the  firft  refurrcdlion,  in 
which  the  blcffed  and  the  holy  have  their  part; 
and  at  the  clofe  of  the  thou  land  years  will  all  the 
dead  be  judged — Thenft^all  the  king  fay  to  them  en 
his  right  hand.  Come  ye  blejfed  of  my  father,  inherit 
the  kingdom  prepared  for  you  from  the  foundation  of 
the  world.  And  now  comes  the  ultimate  end  of 
all  our  blcffednefs ;  every  enemy  will  be  deftroycd  j 
the  Saviour's  regal  fccptrc,  which  was  fwayed  over 
the  militant  churchy  will  be  laid  by  i  and  the  triune 

Jehovah> 
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Jbhqvah,  orE;.OHiic,  will  be  all  in  all.  ^.Cor. 
XV.  28.  Then^  my  bretbrco,  we  (hall  undcrftand 
jibmething  of  the  height  of  this  love  mentioned  m 

m 

jliy  ^e«.* 

\  .  Having  endeavoured  to  wade  through  the 
lengthy  bread^h^  depth,  and  height,  of  this  k>ve,*^| 
ihaltjuft  inention  feme  fpecies  of  dimenfions  which 
Yefk  believers  are  apt  to  think  contrarjr  tpwhat 
I  have;  ^id  down ;  and  which  thejr  are  ready  to 
aniag^  will^  fome  time  or  other^  feparate  them 
frorp.  this  .'love  of  GodLi  and  then  pais  on  to  thf^ 
^plication. 

^    f  Paul  the  apoftle  feems  to  defy  the  king  of  tar« 

rors^  I  mean  death,  lo.caufe^a  feparation;.  and  hf 

d^fiesr  life  alfo,  whether  prolperous  or  itdyerfef 

and  iUigelsy  whether  good    or  bad>    emperors, 

kings,  and  princes  j  judges,  .n)j|giftratesji  prcfeni 

jtro^ibles^  and  future  judgments ;  the  higheft  pitck 

of  joy  9r  profpexity  r  and  t^>e  deepcft  abyflcs  of 

liorrors^  troubles,  tribulation,  or  poverty-:- tp  bring 

about  a  (eparation  t^etween  God  and  .the  eledl^ 

or  break  the  bond  of  his  love,  which  is  the  bomf 

of  eternal  union;  as  it  is  written — For  J  .am  per^ 

Juadid  that  neither  death  nor  life^  nor  angek,  nor  prind^ 

faUHesy  nor  powers,  nor  things  pefent^  nor  things  t0 

fome^  nor  height b^  nor  depth,  nor  any  other  creaturg^ 

JbaU  he  able  to  Jeparate  us  from  the  love  of  Godj  whisk 

a  in  Obri/l  Jefus^ur  Lord.    Rom.  viii,  38,  39. 

I  corpe  nQW  to  the  application  3  for  I  r^ckog 

that 


iTttt  fompztitnct  is  alttrbft  '^v^tn  butt  bift,  bl^fJell 
DC  God,  t^e  do  nof  work  by  the  day.     •• 
^^  Whac-'kAbW  you    of*  thh'  IbVe  ?    li  It  fbcA 
abroad  in  your  hearts  by  the  Holy  Ghofl:  ?  Do  you 
teibwrscpeiimcfitany  thc''pdftl6n  of  "^inir  lifts? 
Chrifr  faid'  tfcit  Mary  Magdalen^s  fins  \tttc*  many, 
tod  that^tft^  '  were  forgiYtrt  her;  and  Iht^ldr^ 
muchV  andv'Wfiere  little  h  forgiven,  the  ^me  wHI 
love  Iktle/  •  TKus  you  fee  th«c  k>vt  always  attendi 
k  pardoned  foul.    And,-  if  you  fay  "  f  lo^e.  Qit 
Ijord,*'  and  foci  a  moft  cordial  affeOrbn-fof  him, 
for  his  people,   his  word,  and  his  w^(Hip  $  .ij^ 
rhernber  thy  love  it  nothingbut  a  reBeftio!^  from 
Ills  love^  to  thee  j  as  it  is  written— ^/^  Tln?^  2i^ 
^ecaufi^  be  firji  levedus.    But -perhaps  (bmeofyott 
Ittay  fay  ^*  You  are  too  high  {  we  cannot  cdmd  uft 
to  that  experience."-^Stay  where  you  are,  and  I 
>ill  come  liearer  to  you.    Do  you  find  a'difintei 
"rcfted  love  to  them '  that  favour '  moft  of  Chrtft 
•Jelfus  in  the  world?—  **  Why/**lafyou,  **  is  thi 
^ord  diflnterefted  put  in  f  what  do  you  ihcan  bt 
that?**    I  mean  that    a' 'hypoirtte  may  lovfcl 
godly  manlfbf  yvhat  he  can 'get  from  him,  and  not 
for  Chrift's'^ej  as  Pharaoh  •' loved  Jofcph  foV. 
tiniblding  his  dreams,  and  faving  his  country* fi^ort 
perifhingf  and  as  the    king  of  Babyldft  k)Ved 
t)amel;  and   as   Potiphar*s  wife    lov^  Jofcph, 

with  the  carnal  ^nd  damnable  love  of  a  whdre«    t 

» 

htky  thefefore.  If  ye  hrec.  the  chHarea  of  God  ht- 

^    '  caufc 


14  holioofs,^  appear  arable  in  your  r^glK-  ?  I^rbap%^ 
yoi^  %  If*  No ;  I  love.gU  . gwirff  aWieii  >«!hptW 
^^  feftf  God  Qr,i^te  .luni;}  ^hrthcT  Acy  ^aiW 
orthodQx  or  hctcrodpx/' ;- Jffii^i  rjf^jMf -Jw*  fc«? 
noE  hplinefs  for.ifi  obj^ }  «  bears  o*  Other  ftMBK^ 
d^an  mere)y'.th^:ir9pr^0i0ni)Cdu:p^  JUft 

me  (l^f w-  you  the  won}  pfdie  Lofd  OA'{fais:p0it|t.<n*< 
fnoJhfU  Hkidejff  thy  t^frtt«clfi  n»k-^d^^<v«A 

tin  lof^:  iYal(»v,  1,4.    :Bu£  .i5bCTp::Wll  %  .**  I 
Wfcft  jQo4. 1  C46  ,ftft<wi«l»C  trial  of ;th*t.{H»«idJfintQ.^ 

iiu  14.  •  •.:■.} 

.  But  again,  my  friends^  do  you  6el  6n  a  pSagw 
and  a  harden  to  you  ?  Is  tli&  youc  greatcft  gricfj 
eii^a.che  luiboiy  motions  that  arc  fek  frOm  ib^ 
living  corniptiona  of  your  beart>  becaxiie  yoii  OU| 
00c  fubdue  them,  nor  keep,  your  thoDg^bCn  mA 
mind  purcb  ^nd  ftayed  on  the  L^d».as  ,you  im 
exhorted  to  do  ?  Do  you  fajr  .^Yt$\'  to  tbi$t 
*'  I  hate  the  former^  and  I  love  the  latetfri;^i 
What  fiuth  the  Pialnuft  ?— I  hsu  vam  iboughtt^ 
hu$.  tifx  l^w  d9  I  kve.  Pial.  cm.  113.  *  And  igaMW 
2i  Aat  hvt  tb^  L§rd  bate  ml;  Pfal.  hvii  to.  .  I 
Again»  brethrcD,  do  you  find  a  iMtrad  co.errtlff 
ncQUi  do^ities^ .  which  are  fo  4ilh<ittontblcL  f ^ 

God, 


1 


(  ^  ) 

God,  aAd  deftruAive  to  men  ?  I  mean  foch  il 
ilrminianifrh,  Deifm,  Ahtinomianifmj  together 
with  all  ocher  dodrides  of  devils  ?  Andare^our 
l^ills  brought  into  fubjedion  to  the  will  of  God« 
fb  as  to  confent  to  wholefofne  doftrines,  even  the 
words  of  our  Lord  Jcfus  Chrift  ?  If  you  fay  "  Ycs;'*^ 
and  confcietice  fays  the  iame>  hear  ye  the  word  of 
the  Lord — Through  iby  precepts  I  get  underftmJUng^ 
iber^e  Ibaie  every  fdje  V)ay.  PfaL  cxix.  104, 

But  again,  fome  will  iky  '^  I  blefs  God,  I  can 
fay  I  love  htm  s  for  I  have  been  as  poor  as  ever 
Job  was^  but  his  providenee  has  blefled  die  work 
of  my  hands>  fo  that  I  have  abundance  laid  up  in 
ftorc  for  my  ufe,  while  I  ean  fee  many  poor  fouls 
deftitute  of  both  houfe  and  home ;  yea,  and  even 
iomt  of  God's  people  too,  who  have  hardly  food 
to  eat,  or  raiment  to  put  on ;  therefore  God's 
love  has  appeared  dtfcrimihating  to  me/*  Stop» 
don't. you  run  away;  I  will  come  a  litde  clolertO' 
you.  Your  love  feems  to  be  more  fbced  on  the 
providence  of  God  as  to  the  body,  than  in  the 
iifcrimiQating  grac^  of  God  in  Chrift  revealed  to 
tfie  foul;  and  has  a  little  of  the  tinfture  of  thofe 
who  followed  Chrift  over  the  fca  of  Tiberias  for 
ihe  loaves  and  fifties,  and  were  ifent  back  with  an 
empty  belly  and  a  killing  reproof.  Suppofe  God 
fli^^  deftroy  all  your  fubftance,  as  he  did  tb6 
fubftance  ^  Job;  how  then  would 'you  fbuid 
aficAed  io  God  ?  But  &njbers  if  you  was  to  take 
your  wcakh,*  fimily,.  friends»  neighbours^  with 
1--  -  every 
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rrery  benc&doi*,  and  lay  them  la  one  end  of  tto 
balance,  and  Chrift  alone  in  the  ochefj  which* 
thinkeft  thou,  would  g^n  the  draught  in  the  ba^ 
lance  of  thy  afirdions  ?  Nay,  do  not  ftart  back 
at  thisqueftiQn.  I  fay,  which  would  then '  gaib 
0ie  draught  ?  Upon  a  proper  exdmination, .  canft 
ihpu  &y  with  the  P(alnii(l-*-i9^i«i  have  lin  beaviM 
ha  tbee,  and  there  is  none  ufm  earth  thai  I  defirt 
hefide  thee  ?  Pfal.  Ixxiii.  25.  V  Chrift  was  to  put 
the  queftion  to  you  as  he  did  to  Peter,  when  be  faid 
^^-^Simony  kveji  tbmmef  couldft  thou  anfwer  in  the 
affirmative — Lord  thou  hmveftaU  things,  thou  hieweft 
I  love  tbee?  John  xxi*  17% 

But  again,  anothei^  may  fay  <<  I  cannot  fay  that 
I  love  Chrift;  I  wifh  I  could:  but  this  I  do  find, 
that  all  the  things  of  this  world  wiA  not  facisfy  the 
boundlefs  defires  of  my  foul;  there  is  a  (ecret 
anxiety  in  my  mind,  which  cannot  be  fattsfied 
by  all  created  and  lublunary  enjoyments.  Thefc 
arc  all  broken  citterns  that  can  hold  no  watci' 
(Jcr.  ii.  13) ;  they  difappoint  rather  than  fatisfy 
me ;  and  increafe  my  thtrft  rather  than  fupply  my 
wants;  therefore  I  know  that  my  thoughts  arcf 
hovering  about  a  more  fatisfaftory  fubftance/'  Is 
this  thy  cafe  ?  Then  cmmit  thy  works  unto  the  Lord 
(in  humble  confellion  and  prayer),  and  tby  thou^ti 
fiedl  be  eftahtijbed,  Proy«  xvi.  3.  But  perhaps  yg'u 
proceed,  and  fay  "  I  have  heard  fo  much  fixmr 
the  ptilpic  about  the  amiablenefs,  the  fuitableneis,' 
Uie  fiifficiency^  the  fulpefs,  and  the  Jove  of  Chrift 
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to  pMr-^ivners>  th^lt^  if  I  thought  I  Ihouklhavc  no 
part  or  lot  in  him,  I  ftould  view  myfclf  of  all 
mortals  the  moft  mtferabk.*'  Thou  haft  got  love, 
but  it  lies  in  the  afhes^  covered  oirer  with  darkneis, 
doubtS)  iears^  amd  uabdicf ;  be  pacieqt»  bediligeQt» 
and  hope  for  a  iaving  manifeftation  of  pardoning 
love  i  for  tmtk  hath  iaidj  thou  Ihalt  not  be  diiap«* 
pointed  of  thy  hope.  The  difciples  going  to 
Emmaus  were  in  thy  cafe ;  but,  when  Jefus  drew 
near  and  walked  with  them^  he  blew  away  their 
a(he9»  and  rekindled  the  expiiii^  flame— Z>£^  mi 
^tt  b0^ts  hum  witbm  us  vfbm  kc  communed  wkb  us 
iy  tbt  way  ?  Luke  xxiv,  32* 

But  againj  feme  will  fay  *^  My  delires  are  fo 
intenfe  after  Jedis^  fpringing  from  a  deep  fenfe  of 
need,  and  from  ibme  glimmerings  of  his  excellent 
wortib  that  I  cannot  reft  till  I  am  perfuaded  of  my 
foul's  intcreft  in  his  eternal  love*"  Yours  is  love 
in  the  fmoke ;  therefore  don't  fear^  it  will  not  go 
cut  i  for  God  lays  he  will  not  b^eak  the  bruifed 
reed^  though  its  melancholy  jarring  found  is  not 
(6  muiical  as  the  voice  of  doves  tabring  upon  their 
breafts.  Nahum  ii.  7.  I  fay^  God  declares  that 
he  will  not  break  the  bruifed  reed,  nor  quench  the 
imoking  flax,  till  he  has  brought  forth  judgpeuc 
unto  truth.   Jfa.  xlii.  3. 

/*  But,"  fay  you,  "  I  long^.to  enjoy  a  fcnfe  of  his 
atonement  in  my  confcience>  and  to  find  an  hearts 
fek  union  with  him,  and  a  joyful  love  to  him  1  to 

fay.  as  t|)e  fppyjSt  docs-^Jl^  kekvid  is  mm^  4^4 1 

am 
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tfw  bis ;  or,  with  Peter — JVbom  having  not  Jeen  yt 
love ;  in  whom^  though  now  ye  fee  him  not^  yet,  ^^- 
lievingy  ye  rejoice  with  joy  un/peakable^  and  full  of 
gfoty.'*  I  Pet.  i.  8.  This  joy  that  you  have  men- 
tioned is  love  in  the  flame;  be  thankful  for  the 
former,  but  aim  at  the  latter,  that  ye  may  know  the 
love  of  Chrlji  which  pajjeth  knowledge.  Eph.  iii.  19. 

Let  me  fliew  you  one  great  reafon  why  you  are 
kept  in  perpetual  fufpenfe,  and  tofled  about  with 
unbelief,  doubts,  and  llavilh  fears.  Deal  faith- 
fully with  your  own  confciences,  and  try  your- 
fclves  by  what  I  am  going  to  advance. — Your 
troubles  fpring  from  wrong  conceptions  of  God, 
the  fountain  of  all  happinefs.  Don't  you  view 
God  as  arrayed  in  terrible  majedy,  with  indigna- 
tion againft  you  as  a  (inner  ?  Don't  you  conceive 
him  to  be  an  inexorable  judge,  comparable  to  a 
devouring  flame  or  confuming  fire  ?  Are  you  not 
afraid  day  after  day,  that  he  will  cut  you  down  as 
acumberer  of  the  ground,  and  bring  you  to  judg- 
ment, and  at  the  lafl:  day  expofe  you  before  angels 
and  faints  as  a  polluted  finner,  with  all  your  iecrec 
and  unclean  fins  difclofed  to  all  tne  hofl  of  heaven  ? 
If  you  fay,  "  Yes,  thefe  are  my  thcmghts  and  my 
conceptions  indeed,  you  have  defcribed  my  cafe ;  and 
pray"  how  do  you  find  all  this  out  ?**  Do  you  leave 
that  to  God,  and  view  God  fpcaking  to  you  by  me. 

You  fay  that  what  1  have  faid  are  your  concep- 
tions, and  therefore  you  are  filled  with  a  flavifb^ 
fear  of  God ;  and  this  fear  is  attended  with  tor« 

£  ^entin^ 
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mcnting  cogitations;  and  the  workings  of  your 
mind  arc  what  Job  calls  toffings — I  am  full  of  tojf- 
ings  to  andfro^ 

If  I  have  mentioned  your  conceptions  aright, 
let  me  tell  you  that  you  view  God  in  his  fiery 
law  J  and  he  is  that  judge,  that  terrible  fovereign, 
and  that  confuming  fire,  which  I  have  mentioned, 
as  confidered  in  his  violated  law,  and  out  of 
Chrift.  And  while  you  conceive  thus  of  God  you 
will  be  tormented  J  as  it  is  written — Fear  hatb 
torment  \  be  that  fear etb  is  not  made  perfeSl  in  love. 
I  John  iv,  18. 

If  what  1  have  mentioned  be  agreeal>le  to  your 
experiences,  you  err  in  your  conceptions  ;  I  iay, 
as  an  awakened  and  quickened  finner,  you  err  in 
your  conceptions;  and  that  holds  you  down  a 
captive  to  flavilh  fear  and  unbelief.  Let  us 
look  a  little  at  the  back  parts  of  God  (Exod.  xxxiii. 
23.);  feeing  we  cannot  fee  his  face  and  live.  Exod, 
xxxiii.  20.  I  fay,  let  us  view  his  back  parts,  as 
Mofes  did.  And  we  will  fuppofe  ourfelvcs  in  the 
rock  Christ,  as  Mofcs  was  in  the  cleft  of  a  rock 
at  Horeb,  when  God  Ihewed  him  his  back  parts ; 
which  rock  certainly  was  a  type  of  Chrift;  and  we 
will  endeavour  for  a  while  to  give  credit  to  what 
God  fays  in  his  word ;  as  it  is  written«^i%i  that  day 
the  Lord  with  bis  fore  and  great  and  flrongfword 
jhall  funijh  Leviathan,  the  piercing  ferpent,  even 
Leviathan  that  crooked ferpent ;  and  be  Jhall  Jlay  the 
dragon  that  is  in  the  fea.     Now  wc  will  iuppofc 
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that  this  prophecy  means  deftroying  the  works  of 
the  devil  tii  the  eleft  by  Chrifl:  Jefus,  which  it 
Certainly  docs — In  that  dayjingye  unto  ber,  a  vine^ 
yard  of  red  wine ;  /  the  Lord  do  keep  it ;  1  will  wa* 
tcr.  it  every  moment  \  left  any  hurt  it,  I  will  keep  it 
night  and  day.     Fury  is  not  in  me  (mark  chat,  fury  < 
is  not  in  mc).  Ifa.xxvii.  1—4.     But  we  will  ftill 
proceed  to  view  the  back  parts  of  God  while  wc 
are  in  the  cleft  of  the  H-ock  Christ,  and  let  us 
hwc  what  God  fays  to  us  in  this  fituation^ — And  the 
Lord  pajjfed  by  before  bim^  and  proclaimed  the  Lord, 
the  Lord  God,  merciful  and  gracious,  long-fuffering, 
and  abundant  in  goodnefs  and  truth  %  keeping  mercy 
for  tboufands ;  forgiving  iniquity  ^  and  tranfgreffion, 
and  fin ;  and  that  will  by  no  means  clear  the  guilty 
(Exodus  xxxiv.  6, 7.)  without  a  surety  j  who 
is  Chri(t>  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteoufnefs. 
Kow  what  do  you  think  of  the  back  parts  of  God  ? 
*^  Why/'  fay  you,  *'  bleffcd  be  his  holy  name, 
he  is  better  to  follow  than  to  meet."  Why  then 
ie ye  followers  of  God  as  dear  children  (Eph.  v.  i.) ; 
and  you  (hall  not  fee  Peniel,  the  face  of  God,  till 
the  corrupted  veil  of  mortality  {hall  be  fwallowed 
up,   and  then  thou  wilt  not  want  to  (bun  that 
tranfporting  fight. — Blejed  are  the  pure  in  heart, 
for  they  ftfall fee  God.    Matt,  v,  8, 

Again,  brethren,  if  you  view  God  in  Chrift  re* 
conciling  the  world  unto  himfelf,  not  imputing 
your  treipalTes  unto  you  ;  but  fending  his  Son  to 
blcfs  you,  by  turning  every  one  of  yoti.  from  your 
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evil  Ways  I  Und  that  the  flame  of  God*s  wrath  is 
quenched  in  the  Savioifr'ft  blood;  his  fword  of 
jufticc  (hcathed  in  the  body  and  foul  of  a  dear 
Redeemer ;  and  the  law  difarmed  of  its  dreadful 
curfe }  death  difarmed  of  bjs  fiing ;  the  devil  him- 
ieif  dethroned  and  call  down  i  death  plagued ; 
the  grave  dcftroyed;  the  gates  of  hell  barred 
againfl:  every  believer,  and  the  doors  of  heaven 
difplayed  to  all  that  a(k,  feek,  and  knock.  Surely 
theie  things  are  fufficient  to  fupport  a  hoping 
foul  s  efpecially  if  we  confider  that  our  reconciled 
God  is  now  our  moft  propitious  Father  i  yea  the 
Father  of  all  mercies,  and  the  God  of  all  comfort; 
our  hufband  s  alfo  our  friend ;  a  prefent  help ;  our 
ftrong  holds  our  unchangeable  lover;  ourGod, 
guide,  and  guard :  yea,  our  rich  provider,  the 
ftrength  of  our  heart,  our  juftifier,  ouf  Saviour, 
the  fhield  of  our  help,  and  our  portion  for  ever. 
Well,  whatdoft  thou  now  think  of  the  cver-bleffed 
God  ?  *'  Bleffed  be  his  name  1"  fay  you,  "  he  feenfi$ 
adtpgether  fweet  and  lovely,  as  thofc  fcriptures  re- 
prefent  him  which  you  have  quoted."  The  word 
bf  God  bears  me  out  in  all  that  I  have  faid.  And 
Jie  is  that  bleffed  one  to  thee,  if  you  view  him  le- 
eonciled  in  the  mediator,  and  come  to  him  by  Chrill;. 
View  him  as  I  have  reprefentcd  him  from  his  own 
word,  and  thou  wilt  find  him  the  perfeftion  of 
;Aeauty,  and  the  bcft  of  friends ;  and  this  will  dlf- 
arm  your  fouls  of  that  flaviih  fear  and  torment ; 
^d    fweet]y    foftefl>  diflblve^   and  attradt  your 
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afie^ons  to  lore  him  as.  the  greateft  of  names^ 
and  the  fountain  of  infinite  happinefs. 

Biit  fomc  may  fay  "What  is  all  this  long 
harangue,   and  ftrift  fcrutiny>  about  love  for?** 
Becaufc  the  apoftic  fay«,— iVbw  ahidetb  faith,  bope, 
^barity,  theje  thret ;  but  the  greateft  of  thefe  is  cba^ 
rftyy  or  lore ;  and  this  charity,  or  love,  never  &ilethl 
Bcfide,  if  all  thy  religion  fprings  entirely  from  the 
fear  of  hell,  without  any  hatred  to  fin,  thirft  for 
holinefs,  love  to  Godj  or  defire  after  his  favour, 
all  your  religion  is  eye  fervicc :   it  is  with  you  ac- 
cording to  the  Kentilh  proverb,    "  No  longer 
pipci  no  longer  dance."     I  mean,  you  move  on 
in  your  religion  no  longer  than  while  confcience 
^urs    you,    vengeance    drives    you,    or    carnal 
gain  or  human  applaufe  allure  you.    You  are 
in  eye  fervant  j   you  cannot  work  but  -while  the 
whip  is  upon  your  back.     The  very  moment  that 
your  matter  Mofes  lays  by  the  lalh  of  fcorpions, 
you  are  gone  to  the  ale-houie,  card-table,  ball* 
room,  rout,  pky-houfe,  or  fome  idle  amiiiement 
or  other.     And  as  foon  as  Mofes  comes  in,  then 
you  fet  o£F  to  the  fanfluary  again,  to  ofier  to  God 
m  filly  dove  without  a  heart  (Hof.  vii.  ii,);  or 
.cife  to  mock  him  with  a  dry  form  of  prayer;  and 
every  time  you  ptrform  that  talk  you  offer  thirty 
lies  to   God^  and  then  you  wipe  your  mouth 
like  tlie  whore  in  the  Proverbs,  and  fay — This 
day  have  I  paid  my  vcws.     But,  if  you   live  and 
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die  ir>  that  ftatc,  God  will  requite  you  witit  the 
greater  damnation. 

Lee  me  now  appeal  to  your  confcicncc  in  the- 
fight  of  God.  If  you  hear  a  preacher  who  en- 
forces the  Spirit's  work  on  the  foul ;  that  preaches 
down  hunr^an  merir,  will,  and  power,  and  infifts 
on  the  application  of  truth,  the  love  of  the  truths 
the  experience  of  truth,  the  enjoyment  of  the 
truth,  the  prafl  ice  of  the  truth,  or  a  walk  in  the 
truth  i  who  treats  much  of  the  life  of  faith,  the 
joy  of  hope,  the  liberty  of  the  Spirit,  the  enjoy- 
ment of  love,  an  heart-felt  union  with  Chrill,  peace 
of  confcience,  and  astcnder.  regard  for  the  honour 
of  God ;  don*t  you  defpife  and  rail  againft  fuch 
preachers  and  preachings  ?  If  confcience  is  to  be 
umpire  or  arbitrator,  will  ihe  not  fay.  Yes? 
As  the  Lord  Godofhofts  liveth,  before  whom  I 
ftand,  if  you  live  and  die  a  (tranger  to  all  that  I  have 
faid  upon  thefe  points,  you  cannot  efcape  the  dam* 
liation  of  hell.   Matt.  xxii.  33. 

But  again  j  I  will  come  with  another  appeal  to 
confcience.  Are  you  not  fond  of  hearing  a  thun* 
dering  law  preacher,  who  deals  chiefly  in  the  ven^ 
geance  of  heaven,  and  fetches  all  his  artillery  from 
the  fiery  law  of  God  ?  And  don't  you  find  diat 
difcourfe  is  mod  defcriptivc  of  your  legal  feelings 
that  favours  moft  of  death,  judgment,  dcftruftion, 
damnation,  and  the  very  flames  of  bell?  "  Yes,'* 
ixy  you,  «  while  this  ftorm  is  going  over  my  head  I 
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am  ail  religion ;   and  while  it  is  preaching  I  thihk 
in  my  own  mind— Oh !  how   will  I  watchy  and 
work,  and  pray,  and  perform  my  tafk,  &c.  when 
I  get  home  again  !'•  Ay;  but  before  you  get  your 
,  feet  over  the  thrcfhold  of  your  own  door  the  found 
of  the  thunder  is  gone  out  of  your  cars,  and  all  your 
blind  zeal  that  was  awakened,  and  'the  working 
frame  that  was  communicated  to   your  fpiric,  arc 
gone ;   and  you  are  immediately  taken  captive  by 
the  devil,  and  led  into   fome   befetting  fin ;   and 
by  that  fecret  fin  you  are  held  a  prifoncr  all  the 
year  round.     This  you  know  is  truth ;  let  con- 
fcicnce  do  her  office.     "  I  cannot  deny/'  fay  you, 
^  but  this  is  the  cafe;   and  how  you  find  it  out 
1  know   not.*'  No,   nor  are  you  like  to  knowt 
But  this  I  tell  you — in  the  church  of  God  there 
are  both  fcrvants  and  fons — 7be  Jervant  (fays  the 
Saviour)  ^tf//  not  abide  in  the  boufe  for  ever^  but  the 
Sen  abidetb  ever ;    and^  if  the  Son  make  youfree^  then 
are  you  free  indeed.     If  you  are  a  fervant  you  will 
ftick  to  the  rod  of  Mofes,  till  your  fpirit  and 
confcience  will  be  hardened  like  a  blackfmich's 
anvil :   but,  if  thou  art  a  fon  of  God  by  faith  in 
Chrift  Jefus,  the  undcfcrved  love  of  the  Father, 
and  the  dying  love  of  the  dear  Redeemer,  when 
preached,  applied,  and  enjoyed,   will   make   thy 
foul  like  melting  wax  before  the  flame,  until  thy 
foftened  fpirit  will  become  fufcepriblc  of  every 
divine  impreflion,   and  thy  tender  confcience  will 
feel  the  Icaft  fin  heavy  indeed  -,  every  juft  reproof 
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will  be  then  an  excellent  oil ;  yea,  one  reproof 
from  the  lips  of  the  graciom  will  enter  deeper  into 
thy  heart>  as  a  wife  chtld^  than  an  hundred  ftripes 
intoafooL  Prov.  xvii.  lo. 

God  own  and  blels  the  few  hints  that  I  have 
dt>pt  among  you^  to  his  own  honour>  and  your 
eternal  comfort— i  add  no  more* 


THE    END. 


T*  BcBtfey,  PrfvCery  Boit  Coujt,  Tleet-Sticce* 
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PREFACE. 


Dear  Brethren  and  Sifters  in  the  Faith  of  our 
Lord  J£SU8  Christ^ 

iVs  I  have  heard  frequent  difputes,  and  been  wtc* 
nefs  to  many  differences,  in  various  fatniliesy  con-» 
cerning  the  final  fetclement  of  their  temporal  ef'* 
fe£bs ;  and  as  I  wifh  to  avoid  fuch  like  contentions,  I 
thought  it  highly  neceflary  to  make  my  Laft  Will  and 
Teftament)  according  to  thofe  laws  which  alter  not. 
Dafl^vi.  12.  And,  as  I  have  found  you,  under 
God«  my  beft  friends  in  time  of  need,  I  thought  it 
proper  to  prefent  to  your  view  a  printed  copy  of 
the  fame,  that  you  may  thereby  have  the  fatif- 
^£lion  of  knowing  in  what  manner  I  have  diipoied 
of  both  my  living  and  my  dead  ftock,  which  you 
may  fuppofe  is  of  no  great  value.  To  prevent, 
too,  ^o^  endleis  animofities,  ]aw*fuits,  and  wrongs, 
which  the  innoeenc  fo  repeatedly  fuftain  after 
the  deceafe  of  well-meanings  but  ill  advifed 
teftators,  I  have  for  eight  years  paft  folicited  one 
to  undertake  to  be  my  fole  executor,  and  who, 
I  am  fully  perfuaded,  is  without  variablenefs,  or 
ihadow  of  turning.  James  i,  1 7.  The  glorious  pcr- 
fonage  whom  I  have  made  choice  of  is  (with  reve- 
rence be  it  fpoken)  my  moil  familiar  and  bountiful 
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Mafter;  in  whofefervitude  Ihave  accumulated  all 
die  property  I  am  now  in  pofTeflion  of,  except  a 
mouldy  bottle  (Jo(h*ix.4.)^arpider*s web  (Ifa.lix,5.)y 
a  filthy  rag  (Ifa.  Ixiv.  6.),  an  obfcuring  veil  (Ifsu 
xxv.y.))  a  pair  of  clouted  (hoes  (Jofli.ix.  5.),  a  bed 
too  fhort,  a  covering  too  narrow  (Ifa.  xxviii.  ao. ),  an 
old  rufty  breaft-p^ate  of  armour  (Lukexi.  a2.)>  and 
a  broken  anchor  of  a  wrecked  veflel  (Ifa.  xxxiii.  230* 
uriiich  by  a  crafty  attorney  at  law  was  kept  in  a  falfe 
and  delufive  peace  (Luke  xL  ai.)#  although  there 
%as  00  likelihood  of  lofing  it. 
:   In  this  poor^  wretched,  blind^rnxfefable,  and  naked 
ccxidition  (Rev.  iii.  ly.),  I  entered  the  feivice  of  lyiy 
.prefent  invaluable  Ma(ler,who  condofcQnded  to  wafli, 
clothe,  feed  (Rev.  iii*  t8;),  and  make  ^  everlafting 
l^argun  with  fnei  or  rather  reveal  an  ancient  baigaun 
to  mc«    He  kindly  told  me  he  woulil  teach  me  my^ 
bufmefs  himiclf»  and  bring  me  up  {o  delicately  as  a 
'  fervantj  that  I  fhould  become  his  fon  at  length. 
.  Prov.  xxix,  21.    My  wages  was  to  be  one  penny 
per  day  fte^ling,  of  the  Jerufalem  coin.*  PiaL  ciii.  21. 
Two  pieces  of  money  he  gave  me  as  an  earned  at 
my  firft  entrance  (Luke  x.  35.)^  one  of  which  I  have 
often  loft  s  but  by  the  help  of  a  candle  and  the  be- 
fom  of  ielf-examination,  I  have  found  it  again,  to 
the  comfort  of  my  own  foul,  and  of  many  othets. 
This  coin  never  contra£ted  any  ruft,  for  I  could 
fwear  to  the  image  and  fuperfcription  thereoC    My 
Mafler>  moreover^  told  me  that  I  fhould  be  an  heir 
.  of  the  infinite  Divinity,  and  a  joint  heir  withhimfelf 
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of  that  ioconipreheolible  portion;  of j  to  fpeaik  ia> 
his  own  words.  My  Father  iball  be  your  Father,  and 
uiy  God  your  God.  Johnxx.  17. 
I  ftobd  amazed  Bt-  the  familiarity,  the  .unexpe£te4. 
and  undeferved  favour,  of  a  ftranger,.  when  fo  many 
of  my  intimates- flood  aloof  from  my  cof^plaii^t,  and 
refiifed  to  know  my  fotjl  in  adverfityl  I  was:  happy 
alfo  to  get  rid  of  my, old  matter,  being  gricvoufly 
vexed  with  him  (Matt,  xv,  22.)  j  and,  finding  by 
woful  experience  what]  dreadful  wages  I  was  to  re-. 
ceive  when    the  term  of  my  life  was    expired 

■ 

(Rom.  vi.  25.),  I  told  my  prelcnl  Mailer,  with  many 
tears,  that  I  had  been  faithful'  to  the  unrighteom 
mammon;  to  which  be  anfwered,  Imll give  linia 
thee  the  true  riches.  '^ 

The  appointed  day  being  come,  I  entered  on  my 
new  iervitude  with  joy^  unjpeakable  and  full  of  glory  i 
and  for  a  confiderablc  time,  I  did  my  bufinefs  from 
a  principle  of  love  to  my  Maftcr ;  or  with  a  lingle 
eye.  Matt.  vi.  2a.  But,  when  the  covenant  was 
made  betwixt  us,  figned  and  itraled,  and  when  I 
was  capable  of  reading  the  contents,  and  feeing  that 
it  was  impoflfble  lor  him  to  difcharge  me,  or  make 
the  bargain  void,  I  began,  in  obedience  to  bad 
ccunfel,  to  take  advantage  of  its  (lability.  When  ipy 
Mailer  faw  this  he  prohibited  my  entering,  the  gmeftn 
chamber,  and  told  me  to  come  no  farther  than  the 
door.  I  fo0n  found  that  my  pride  had  cad  me  from 
the  upper  chamber,  and  that  my  haughty  fpirji 
had  procured  me  this  fall.  Prov,  xv^  1%.    £ve^ 
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humble  foul  that  came  up  ftalrs  found  admittaoce ; 
but  the  command  to  me  was,  Give  ibis  man  place. 
Thus  for  many  weeks  my  upper  feat  was  empty  # 
and  I  was  obliged  with  fhame  to  take  the  lowed 
room,  and  appear  in  the  lobby  in  the  charaScr  of  a 
porter;  fl  anding  there  for  others  to  look  at.  As  I  £tw 
Otth^rs  go  in  andoiit  and  findpailure  (John  x  90j  it 
fo  filled  my  foul  with  jcaloufy,  that  the  flame  of  it 
feemcd  to  confume  all  my  love  to  the  Mafter  and 
the  family,  yea,  and  even  al]  comfortable  union  with 
them.  Cant,  viii;  6.     Here  I  loft  fight  of  the  cove- 
nant, and  began  to  fear  a  final  difcharge.    My  hope 
now  beginning  to  fink,  dcfperate  revenge  fprang  up } 
and  if  my  mouth  had  not  been  kept  as  it  were  with 
a  bridle,  I  fliould  have  added  rebellion  to  my  fm, 
charged  my  rtiafter.fbolilhly multiplied  words  againft 
God  (Jobxxxiv.  37.),  and  faid  in  my  hafte,  that 
both  prophets  and  apoftles  are  liars.  Pfal.  cxvL  1 1. 
In  this  condition  Iky  for  a  confiderable  time,  being 
toor  proud  to  a(k  any  of  the  family  to  intercede  {01 
me,  as  I  had  formerly  appeared  in  the,  chara£ter  of 
a  key  keeper.     But,  finking  fo  faft,  I  ibon  fell  even 
from  being  porter,  and  before  I  was  aware  I  iaw 
myfclf  in  the  houfe  of  corre&ioh/ 1  now  ftruggled, 
but  fo<K)  perceived  that  my  feet  were  made  (aft  in 
the  ftocks.  Job  xiii.  ay.     Thus  wa^  I  £hut  up,  and 
could  not  come  forth.  Job  xii.  14.    But  oh  t  the 
ifruel  jcaloufy,  the  darkncfs-andAead,  the  fear  and 
hbfror,  the  fpite  and  malice,  whkrh  Ifek  in  this  dark 
e^n  I-i^I  had  no  lights  but  j»ft  ^  glimmering  through 
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ft  lattice/  by  which  I  faw  many  pafs  and  repair 
Here,  however,  I  broke  tlu-ough ,  all  my  pride  at  ■ 
length » and  was  forced  to  turn  petitioner.  I  begged, 
an  apple  (or  promife)  of  one  j  and  a  litde  wine  (or 
confolation)  of  another.  Gant*  iu  5.  But  the  fire  of 
jealouiy  flamed  fo  high  within  me,  that  I  bad  loft 
all  my  fpiritual  p^ate^  everything  was  fo  unfa- 
voury,  that  (to  ufe  the  words  of  Job)  it  had  no  more 
tafte  than  the  white  of  an  egg.  Job  vi.  6.  In  this 
fituation  I  continued  until  my  foul  refufed  to  be 
Comforted  (Pfal.  Ixxvii.  2.)  s  but  feeing  another  per- 
fan  go  up  into  the  gueft*chamber,  I  defired  her  to 
tell  my  Mailer  that  I  was  fick  of  love  (Cant  ii.  5.)  9 
and,  as  it  was  well  with  her  foul>  I  beieeched  her  to 
remember  Jofeph.  Soon  after  this  I  was  brought 
to  reflect  on  my  condiift,  during  my  corifinenient 
in  this  houfe  of  correftion ;  and  I  found  that  I  had 
omitted  petitioning  his  Majefty,  which  was  adding 
fin  to  fin.  Job  xv.  4.  This  refleAion  Caufed  me  to 
fend  up  this  grievous  complaint.  Thou  Jhuiteft  up  a 
many  afid  tbtre  is  fi$  efening.  Finding  fome  litde 
cafe,  I  fwallowed  down  my  fpitde  (Jobvii.  19.)^ 
and  fearched  for  a  fcriptural  warrant  that  Would 
admit  a  bold  faith  to  aft  $  and  at  kft  I  cai^ht  hold 
of  this  refolute  declaration,  Though  be  flay  me,  yet 
will  I  truft  in  him.  My  blefled  Lord  heard  it ;  for 
I  found  afterwards,  that  he  only  ftood  behind,  the 
wall.  Cant,  il  9.  Not  long  after  this  fweet  word 
came  into  my  mind^  I  will  arifeandgo  touv  Fatben 
Luke  XV.  1 8.    1  felt  that  the  word  my  was  appli* 
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efible  CO  me^  and  therefore  I  turned  h  into  a  fcnptansd-: 
petition — lam  thine ;  Javeme.  Pfal.  cxix.  94.  I  noiir 
fell  into  a  trance^  and  faw  a  light  fhine  into  thehoufe 
of  corredion,  and  my  blefied  and  holy  Mafterihewed 
himfelf  through  the  lattice  (Cant.  ii.  9.)  in  all  his 
dyed  garments,  and  (hone  on  my  worthier  ibul 
with  uncommon  luftre.  John  xiv.  21.  I  thot^t 
ttiy  faith  faw  him  as  plain  as  any  natural  eye  ever 
did  when  he  hung  upon  the  crofs.  Luke  xii.  la* 
John  xiv,  19.  1  Con  xv.  5 — S.  The  firft  word 
diat  he  applied  to  my  foul  was.  All  that  I  hvi  J 
rebuke  and  cbajien^  aud  /courge  every  /m  tvhem  I 
receive.  My  foul  failed  when  he  (pake.  1  Cant.  v.  6, 
But  when  he  put  in  his  blefied  and  powerful  hand  by* 
the  hole  of  the  door,  I  felt  my  heart  fo  enlarged 
that  my  bowels  were  moved  for  him.  Cant.  v..  4, 
I  thought  I  looked  at  him  till  my  very  foul  meked$ 
ind  in  faith's  vifion  of  his  dying  love  I  faw  nay  baib 
ingratitude  m  all  its  defornRityy  which  made  me  cry 
^ut>  I  have  heard  ef  thee  hy  the  bearbig  ef  the  eur^ 
hut  new  fnlne  eye  Jeeth  thee ;  wher^/ire  I  atkdr  m/^ 
Jklf^ and  repent  in dufi  and afees.  Jdst xlii.  5,6.-  I  was 
now  in  ibch  raptures,  that  1  could  not  be  perfuaded 
In  my  own  mnod  but  that  I  was  afleep,  and  xa 
It  dseam,  k>t- 1  thought  it  was  impoifible  for  ftich  an 
l^ne  to  be  fo  fiiTouiied  of  God.  But  when  I  begaft 
lo  move  I  (ofwxA  I  had  loft  my  chains  %ide<id^ 
tind  fweet  enlargement  was  once  ufiof^  prociaim^9 
4rt^ichfiHedlny  i:m>uth  with  k«gfciet3  ^di¥i)r  tongue 
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vridk  fing^Bg ;  and  7  faid>  He  has  turned  my  captivitf; 
and  I  thought  it  was  a  dream  f  Pfal.  cxxvi.-  t. 

TTris  wasthefecond  tim*  that  he  appcared'tja  re- 
vive his  work  on  my  foul  after  my  having  a  long« 
ftandtng  controverfy  with  htifi.    And  now  he  led  me 
again  into  the  banqueting- houfe,  and  his  bannet 
evertne  wa$  love  (Cant);  and  I  rejoiced  under  it^ 
butftill  kiept  reflefting  on  myielf  for  my  bale  ingra* 
titud^ ;  for  though  be  had  forgiven  me,  I  could  not 
Ibrgive  myfelf.  llut  sts  he  walked  acrofs  th^  i^onb  he 
cried  out  to  one  and  to  another.  Give  ibis  mM  place  : 
'Whereas  before  the  command  was  for  me  to  give 
place.  This  hit  voice  was  the  fweeteft;  fof^  better  it 
it  thai  it  he  /aid  unto  tbee^  Ge  ttp  higher^  tban  that^ 
thou  jbouhiejt  he  put  lower  in  the  prefence  of  the  Prinee 
whom-  thine  eyes  have  feen.  Pro  v.  xxv.  7.     Never 
was  1  foated  fo  high  before  j  my  uftial  pkcc  being 
about  the  middle  of  the  table,  but  now  it  wais  nesc 
to  the  MaAer  himftlf.     I  fat  and  wept^  and  fec^y 
gave  him  an  hundred  bleflingss  and  in  all  h4s  IWeet 
converfation  he  ended  with  a  blcffing  for'  Peter 
(Mark  xti.  7;)  in  particular.     It  is  trtie  that  Was  not 
my  liamei  yet  I  took  it  all  to  myfelf ;  for  though  I 
liaii  not  denied  him  with  d*readfol  oaths,  yet  1  knew 
thatcurfes  enough  were  conceived  in  my  heart,  and 
ihat  it  was  owing  to  his  rcftraining  power  that  I  did 
ndt  bti^g  them  forth.    However,  all  thofe  whom 
hfe  brings  out  of  the  houle  of  corrcftioii  mett  fup 
with  lihtr  (Rev.  iii;  la;);  and  thofe  who^re  plated 
at  the  head^of  the^aBle  gciltbA  lapgeft  niefti-yea, 
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fiv6.time6  bigger  than  the  reft ;  but  before  th&  hi^ 
nour  is  humility.  Prov,  xv.  J3>  WJien  I  cimc  te 
Ipok  at  the  guefts,  I  faw  many  put  lower  in  hispre- 
fcncc^  and  fome  were  in  a  fair  way  to  become  por^ 
tcrs  :  however,  it  is  better  tq  be  a  doorkeeper  in  his 
ijpjritual  houfe  than  to  dwell:iii  the  tents  of  wicked^ 
nefs.  This  mercifiil  a£fc  of  multiplying  pardons  has 
iuch  a  f^^lthumbling  tfffuQiy  that  it  clothed  mc  with 
true  humility^  and  taught  me  tt>  walk  many  days  in 
the  path  of  felf-abhorrence.  Eternal  Eleftion  (bone 
bright  in  this  alfo ;  becaufe  is  is^  evident  thae  God  has 
lent  a  <  death-warrant  to  fome  chouiands  of  fervants 
at  once* for  lefs  heart-rebeilioo  than  I  was  gtriky  of 
a^  a  Ton ;  yea>  he  ha&  ftripped  many  fervants  of  all  the 
ornaments  he  had  given  them,  and  turned  them  out 
of  hb  houfe  for  ever^  for  lefs  heart- rifing  than  mine* 
But  thift  is  agreeable  to  his  o^n  laws ;  for  nothing 
is  fecwed  to  a  fervant ;  but  to  a  fon  all  is  focured. 
Tbusjaitb  $b$  Lord  God^  If  the  prince  give  a  gift  t^ 
any  of  his  Jons^  the  inheritance  thereof  Jball  be  bis 
Jons^^  it  fiall  be  their  pojejfian  by  inheritance.  But^ 
if  he  give  a  gift  of  bis  inheritance  to  one  of  bis 
J/trvantss.  then  it  ftfall  be  his  ta  the  year  of  liberty  ^ 
^ter^  iffhdl  return  to  the- prince :  but  his  inheritance 
ftaaU  be  bisfons^-  for  them.  Moreover,  the  prince  fiall 
not  take  rf  the  people*  s  inheritance  by  oppr^on^to  tbrufi 
tbem  out  of  their  pojeffion  s  but  be  fiall  give  bisfons* 
inheritance  out  of  his  own  poffefJion\  that  my  people  be 
not  feat  tered  every  man  from  his  own  pojfejfion^  £sek. 
xhuibriT,  1 8.    An4;thf'§ayi4Hir'$  comment  on 
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thefc  words  is^  JVbofotver  batbf  to  iimJbaUh  givitt, 
and  b€  JbaU  have  more  abundance '^  but  wbqfoever 
hath  not y  from  him  JbaU  be  taken  away  even  that  be 
batb.MzXX.xC\u  12.  Sometimes  my  Mafter  withheld 
my  daily  penny  from  me^  ii>  order  to  teach  my  faith 
to  call;  things  that  are  not  as  though  they  were  s  as 
fometknes  God  fpeaks  of  things  as  pad  which  arc 
yet  to  come  %  fo  faith  calls  things  her  own  which  ihe 
is  not  in  poITeflion  of  i  and  thus  faith  becomes  the 
Juhftance  of  things  hoped  for  y  and  the  evidence  of^  things 
Tiotjeen.  Heb.  xi.  i.  But  my  friends  may  objeffc  to 
this  my  Wil}^  and  fay ^  a  Teftanienit  is  pf  no  force, 
while  the  teftator  liveth.  Though  this  in  fomc 
cafes  is  true,  yet  not  in  alL  We  enjoy  the  legacy 
of  the  New  Teitament;  and  yet  it  is  witnefled 
that  tlie  teftator  ever  liveth  rand  nuuiy  enjoyed  the 
legacy  befoie  Chrift's  death,  while  the  fword  of 
juftice  flept.  In  the  courfe  of  my  miniftry  I  have 
bad  leveral  perfons  come  to  conililt  me  about 
making  their  wills ;  and  their  anxiety  feemed  to  be 
mod  about  pitching  upon  fome  ftable  arm  of  flelh 
for  an  executor,  and  an  honeft  lawyer  to  make  the 
will.  I  thought  they  would  have  no  better  fucccis 
in  their  fearch  for  an  honeft  lawyer  than  Solomon 
had  in  his  fearch  after  an  honeft  woman<  £ccl« 
viii.  a8.  I  obferved  that  none  of  thofe  teftatxH^ 
(aid  aoy  thing  about  Jefbs  Chrift  having  to  do  with 
the  fettlement  of  their  matters;  the  Wonderful 
CoUnfellor  was  left  quite  out  of  the  queftion ;  they 
tpQk  connf^l/but  not  of  him*  However,  Abraham 
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goes  another  way  to  worki  he  pitches  onElcazar, 
his  ftcward,  (who  was  a  feithfbl.  God-fearing  man  ) 
to  be  his  executor.  He  firft  fwears  him  bjr  Gfod, 
and  then  puts  his  goods  into  his  hands,  and  tells 
him  how  to  a£k|  and  fends  htm  in  faith  to  fetch 
a  wife  for  his  (on  and  heir ;  and  (be  is  to  be  one 
cholen  by  the  Angel  of  the  everlafting  Covenant; 
and  if  the  Angel  did  not  perform  what  Abraham's 
faith  had  engaged  him  in^  the  executor  was  to  be 
cleared  from  the  teftator's  oath. 

Abraham,  having  thus  made  his  will,  and  by  faidi 
engaged  his  God  and  Saviour,  (who  is  heir  of  all 
diings,  rich  in  Ueflings,  juft  in  fall  his  ways,  and 
able  to  execute  whatever  feith  entrufts  hrm  with) 
dies,  and  leaves  his  (on  with  Chrift  in  faith.  Ifeac 
reaps  the  benefit  of  his  father*s  confidence,  Firft, 
he  gets  a  Valuable  wife  (Gen.xxiv.  67.),  and  one' 
who  was  prevalent  with  God  in  prayer :  a  loving, 
believing,  praying  tvife,  is  a  help-meet  indeed.  Gen, 
XXV.  22.  Secondly,  fhc  is  made  fruitful,  in  aniwer 
to  Ifaac*s  prayer ;  Ifaac  lows  his  ground,  and  reaps 
that  year 'i3»  hundred  fold  i  and  the  Ijrird  hlejjtd  him^ 
/tnd  tie  man  waxed  greats  and  went  forxvard^  and 
grew  until  he  ietaine  very  great.  Gren.  xxvi.  13, 14, 
llMfr  is  fetdihg  matters  agreeable  to  the  conmiaiid 
cfG^A^Zeave  thyfathertejs  children  i  Iwillprejeroe 

fbem  aii^e ;  and  let  ify'  widows  trufi  in  me*  Jer, 
idtx.^i.  . 

Faith  ftemtd  it  have  the  gi^eateft  fbai^  in  Am- 

main's  Willi  bt>tb  in  faving  t3ve  life  of  Mofts,  and  in 

prefcrving 


(     ^3    ) 

prcferving  him.  Faith  faw  that  be  wfts  a  proper  chjlcj, 
and  this  weakened  jthe  fear  of  cbe  king!^  cofq-. 
mandment.    Faith  builds  the  floating  cradlc>  aod 
for  thuee  months  hides  him^  die  prayer  of  faith 
ei^ges,  God's  protecting  car^  over  him>  t^e.  Bags 

* 

cover  himj  and  no  crocodile  durd  $^proach  fhini^: 
Poor  Mofes  was  con^lemned  as  foqn  as  formed  j  for 
the  fontence  fell  on  the  gender,  not  on  the  crinne; 
Ye  (hall  kill  the  males.  Thus  was  be  dead  by -the 
law  of  a  tyrant  as  ibon  as  formed,  and  was  to  en^ 

> 

the  valley  of  death's  ihadow  as  fooq  ^  brotigh^ 
forth.  But,  notwithfl:aiidingthis»  faith  leaves  the 
litde  one  with  God,  who  withholds  the  widced 
from  perforoiing  his  enterpriie;  The  lawgiver 
mufl  bring  up  the  chikl  at  his  own  expence;  and 
be  tfas^t  figoed  the  death  warrant  becomes  the 
grandfather  of  the  adopted  child.  Mofes  mult  live 
at  bis  own  father's  houfe,  under  .the  protc^ion  of 
the  princefs^  while  the  faith  of  the  parents  received 
a  double  reward :  firft  their  fon  lives  i  andj  if coadlj^ 
they  are  paid  from  the  (;ourt  for  nurfijog  their  own 
child.  Faith  at  laft  appears  as  an  herediitary  portion 
in  Mofes :  he  difdains  his  adoption,  eyes  the  reward 
pf on^d  to  faith,  chufe?  the  crois  of  CbriH,  and 
iees  him  who  i§  invifible-— becomes  a  prophet,  a 
mediator^  and  at  lad:  is  made  king  in  Jefliurun. 
Theie  are  fome  of  the  ble^d  effe£ls  of  making 
God  the  guardian  of  our  ofispring.  Ifaac  aad  Jacob 
do  the  fame  by  their  childfcn  \  fitft,  they  blefs  thena 
in  the  Jiame  of  God  \  leave  them,  .and  what  they 

have» 
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hsLve,  with  him  in  faich--*and  then  implore  his  grace 
and  providence  in  dieir  behalf. 

To  make  a  will,  and  leave  one*s  offspring  in  the 
hands  of  a  rich  worldling,  without  prayer  to  God  or 
faith  in  him,  is  the  only  way  to  have  our  children 
tolled  about  by  the  devil  from  the  cradle.  Mark 
IX.  22.  However,  none  but  thofc  who  believe  in 
Chrift  have  this  privilege  of  leaving  their  property 
with  God,  and  who  leave  what  is  really  their  own. 
An  eftate  gotten  by  dilhoncfty  will  foon  be  fcattered 
by  God's  curie :  but,  if  gotten  honeftly  in  the  fear 
of  God,  in  anfwer  to  the  prayer  of  &ith,  it  is 
fanftified  and  fweetened  to  us  with  a  fen(b  of  his 
everlafting  love  in  Chrift  Jefus.  Thus  it  is  that 
the^bleflling  of  God,  and  that  only,  maketb  rich,  and 
hi  addetb  no  farrow  with  ft.  Prov.  x.  22.  Oh  I  it 
is  fweet  to  look  back>  and  fee  every  temporal  and 
ipiritual  blefling  appear  as  (b  many  anfwers  to  prayer, 
^nd  as  fo  many  precious  f}romiies  fulfilled  to  us ! 
Anfwers  to  prayer  prove  us  to  be  fons  of  God  by 
faith  (i  Johnv.  14,  I5.)>  and  fpiritual  bleflings 
prove  us  to  be  the  heirs  of  promife.  Gal.  iv.  28. 
Oh  blelfed  fraternity !  Oh  blefled  inheritance  1  I 
have  taken  thy  precepts  to  be  my  herita&e  for  ever, 
faid  the  fweet  Pfalmift  of  Ifrael.  Pfal.cxix.  in. 
Reader,  whatever  will  and  teftament  thou  art 
obliged  to  make  before  men,  in  order  to  fccure  thy 
property  to  poftcrity,  be  fure  to  let  thy  faith  make 
another  before   God.     This  laft  will  be  the  bcft 
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(ccuTxty,  The  integrity  and  die  uprightnefs  of  men 
may  fails  But  the  mercy  of  the  Lor4  is  from  eyer- 
lafting  to  everlaftitig  upon  tbem  that  fear  him ;  and 
his  righteoulhefs  unco  children's   children.   Pfal, 

ciii^  17, 

Reader,  fare  thee  well* 

Thine  to  fcrvp, 

W.H. 
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I  WtLtfAkl  HtfNfiNotbNT,  LaboUrei' in  Ae  Lord's 
vineyard  at  Richmond  In  Surrey,  aftd  atSt.  Mary- 
le-bon  in  the  countf  of  Middtefex,  being  at  this 
time  at  my  reOdence  iri  Wirichcfter-row,  in  the 
county  of  Middlesex  aforefaid,  and^  through  rich 
Grace>  in  my  right  mind  and  memory,'  meditating  dn 
my  certain  approach  to  death,  and  the  houfe  appoint* 
ed  for  all  livings  do  make  and  declare  this  to  be  my 
Laft  Will  and  Teftament,  made  this  Tenth  Day  of 
June,  in  the  year  df  our  Lord  One  ThoUfaild  Seven 
Hundred  and  Eighty-three,  in  manntf  and  in  form 
following :  That  is  to  fay;  ImprtmiSf  I  commit  my 
foul  into  the  hands  of  the  God  df  Abraham,  Ifaac, 
and  Jacob,  in  the  exercife  of  that  faith  which  is 
peculiar  to  God's  eleft ;  and,  glof y  be  to  his  namt, 
without  any  doubt  of  my  intereft  in  his  Evcrlafting 
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Covenant.  And  I  dcfirc  to  blcfs  the  Father  of  all 
mercies^  and  God  of  all  comfort^  for  his  everlafting 
love  to  me  a  (inner ;  for  writing  my  worthlefs  name 
in  the  book  of  li&f  for  putting  me  into  the  hands 
of  his  dear  Son  s  for  ordaining  my  everlafting 
£dvatipiH  Ufd^  aid  'g^ory^^by  kim^  ibf  drawing  me 
to  him>  accepting  me  in  him>  and  for  begetting 
me  to  a  lively  hope  duougb  his  glorious  refur« 
rc<5tion  from  the  dead. 

.  And.  I  defirc  alfo  to  rf  pder  fqu^  g)[^  «q.Chrift 
Jefu$.  spy  Lprdi  whom  I  ,i>el^ye  to  ^  corequal 
(Phil.ii.  6.)|C0-eflcntial(Heb.  i.  8.),  andco.^cjnal 
(Rev.  i,  17.),  with  God  the  Father,  and  diftind  only 
ip  perlonality,  q^cc,  and  mmpi.  whom,  though  in 
divifiKy  be  be  without. de&f  fit  (Heb»  vii*  3^),  yet  is 
he  the  EtcrjialSon  of  God  the  Father  in  covcnam- 
tbac^er  (Heb.  i,.  5.),  hi^  begotten  Son  by  bis  ipiri- 
tual  cpnccption  (Afts/xiii.  33.  Luke  i.  35.)^  his 
obfiticnt  Son  both  in  life  and  di^atb  (Phil.  a.  8.V  ind 
dediar^vely  fa  with  power  by  |ii&  refurr^i^ft  from 
the  d^.  Rom.  L  4.  My  iouX  adores  tl^  friend 
pf  tb^  frien^lefs  for  accepting  iqy  worthlf  ^  name 
and  perfonji  ftw  afluming  my  nature^  and  talui^ 
my  fin  upon  him;  for  fiubftitudng  bimielf  my 
furety^  and  paying  my  infini^  d«bt ;  for  an  ever- 
lafting,  rigihtCQiuQ)e&  1^  faitfi  ipr  hi4  fpotlc(s  life; 
for  pocdoin  and  peace  by  faith  in  his  blood  i  for 
perfevering  grace  and  fhength  by  hi^  in  his  arm ; 
for  revealing  himfelf  to  me,  deigping  (o  dwtH 
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within  me,  and  for  a  blcffed  hope  of  my  eternal 
cxiflrenec  with  him  in  glory. 

"Nof  can  I  forbtar  rendering  equal  glofy  to  Jeho- 
vah the  Holy  Ghoft  for  his  illuminating  and  (Quick- 
ening influences;  for  leading  me  into  truth,  and 
fhedding  the  precious  love  of  God  stbf oatd  in  my 
htsLrt  i  for  deigning  to  operate  on  my  foul  as  the 
Spirit  of  prayer,  the  Spirit  of  faith,  and  the  Spirit 
of  divine  confolation  j  for  fealing  my  foul ;  fof^ 
bearing  his  teftimony,  and  for  operating  and  appear- 
ing an  earned  of  niy  eternal  inheritance.  To  the 
cver-bleflcd  and  glorious  Trinity  in  Unity  be  the 
glory  of  all  my  free,  full,  Hnifhed,  and  everlafting 
iaivation,  for  ever  and  ever.     Amen. 

And  this  is  the  Father's  will  which  hath  fent  me,  that 
of  all  which  he  hath  given  me  I  fhould  lofe  no- 
thing ;  but  fhould  raife  it  up  agam  at  the  lafl: 
day. 

And  this  is  the  will  of  him  that  fent  me,  chat 
everyone  which  fceth  the  Son,  and  believeth 
on  him,  may  have  everlafting  life;  and  I  will 
raife  him  up  at  the  laft  day*  J^ohn  Vi.  39, 40.  * 

Secondly,  1  commit  my  body  to  my  moft  merci- 
ful Saviour,  who  is  the  refurreftion  and  the  life ; 
*ho  has  deigned  to  dwell  in  it,  and  promifed  to  raife 
hi  change  it,  falhioii  it  like  his  own,  and  to  fill  it 
with  all  his  fulnefs  in  eternity ;  to  be  diOblved  at 
his  own  appoiiiccd  time;  by  what  means  he  pleafes ;  *^ 
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and  to  be  depofited  where  his  infinite  mCdom  SbaHl 
think  proper ;  firmly  believing  that  through  rich 
grace  my  flelh  will  reft  in  hope  of  a  glorious  refur- 
re^ion. 

Houfcs  and  riches  are  the  inheritance  of  fethcn, 
and  a  prudent  wife  is  from  the  Lord.  Prov. 

xik.  14. 
l^ave  thy  fathcrlcfs  children  ;  I  will  prefcrve  them 
alive }  and  let  thy  widows  truft  in  me.  Jcr. 

m 

xlix.  II. 

Thirdly,  Mary  my  wife,  the  moft  valuable  head 
of  all  my  living  ftock,  I  give  and  bequeath  to 
Chrift  Jefus,  niy  Saviour  and  rich  provider,  who 
from  all  eternity  appointed  her  for  me,  and  in  a 
marvellous  manner  brought  her  to  me ;  whom  I 
cook  to  have  and  to  hold,  and  have  no  great  caufc 
to  repent  of  the  bargain. — ^I  do  leave  and  bequeath 
her,  with  all  that  Ihe  has,  and  is,  if  fhe  fhould  fur- 
vive  me,  to  my  aforefaid  Saviour^  to  continue  in 
widowhood  after  my  deceafc,  or  to  be  given  to 
another,  juft  as  my  Executor  (hall  appoint. 

And  now,  O  Lord,  I  bcfeech  thee  to  hear  me  in 
her  behalf.  Thou  knoweft  how  warmly  attached 
ikt  has  ever  been  to  Mofes,  and  what  narrow  and 
vain  fearches  fhe  has  made,  in  order  to  find  out  his 
grave  j  which  thou,  in  infinite  wifdom  and  mercy, 
haft  thought  meet  to  conceal.  Let  k  pleafe  thee  to 
carry  on  the  divorce  begun,  and  effedually  to  cni- 
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cify  her  to  all  expeftation  from  a  dead  hufband^ 
and  to  all  hope  in  a  killing  covenant ;  and  let  her 
no  longer  be  a  joint-wife^  in  copartnerlhip  with 
Hagar.  And,  as  for  the  few  wretched  remains  of 
Iclf-righteoufnefs  which  fhe  has  ever  been  fo  doat- 
ingly  fond  of,  I  befeech  thee  to  fpoil,  together 
with  all  the  reft  of  her  own  manufaftory,  that  Ihc 
may  embrace  the  Rock  for  the  want  of  flicker.  Job 
xxiv,  8,    Amen, 

Lo,  children  are  an  heritage  of  the  Lord  ^ .  and  die 
fruit  of  the  womb  is  his  reward.  Pfal.  cxxvii.  3. ; 

Fourthly,  My  eldcft  fon  Gad  (whofe  name  figni- 

•  •  •  ■  I 

fies  a  troop),  whom  I  fo  named  by  reafon  of  a  won- 
4crful  deliverance  from  a  heavy  perfccution,  after  a 
long  and  wearifome  engagement  :— I  do  leave  and 
bequeath  my  faid  fbn  to  the  all-c6nquering  Captain 
offalyationj  othcrwife,  the  Lord  of  hofts,  mighty 
in  battle.  And  now,  O  Lord,  I  intreat  thee  to  hear 
the  prayer  of  the  poor  frail  tcftator :  Make  my  fbn 
a  itandard-  bearer  in  the  camp  of  thy  faints,  and  let 
the  banner  of  everlafting  love  be  difplayed  over  his 
head  x  Do  thou  clothe  him,  feed  him,  arm,  and  pro* 
tCiSt  him.  And  bUffed  he  be  that  enlargetb  Gad.  O 
kt  him  dwell  as  a  lion  in  thy  ftrcingth,  and  be  thou 
bis  high  tower  of  fafety,  his  ftiicld  of  defence,  and 
his  ofFenfive  buckler.  Make  him  a  valiant  advocate 
for  Eternal  Eleftion  \  that  he  may  tear  the  broken 
arm  of  Fjrcc-will^  and  the  high  arm  of  Oppref-, 
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fien,  andhdp  to  4cmoli(h  the  who^c  crown  of  Pridc^ 
Deut.  xxxiii.  90. 

Then  were  brought  ynto  him  little  children,  that  hfc 
ihould  put  hU  hand$  on  them,  and  pray;  and 
the  difciples  rebuked  them.  But  Jefus  iald^ 
Suffer  little  children^  and  forbid  theip  not  to 
come  unto  me  ji  for  of  fuch  is  (he  kingdom  of 
God.  Matt,  xix.  13, 14. 

Fifthly,  Ebenbzsr,  my  iecond  fon,  (whole  name 
fignifies  a  Helpful  ftone)  whom  I  io  named  to  per- 
petuate the  memory  of  God's  kind  providence 
appearing  in  a  time  of  deep  poverty  at  his  birth. 
And  I  do  give  and  bequeath  my  fbn  Ebenezer  to 
Chrift  Jefus,  my  only  rock  of  liability,  againft  which 
the  gates  of  hell  fliall  never  prevail.  And  now^ 
O  Lord,  the  Stone  of  Ifracl,  my  executor,  and  ever 
bleffed  legatee,  who  hath  led  me  to  believe  that 
thou  art  the  only  foundation  of  Gofpcl  Zion,  to  bear 
the  whole  weight  of  Mercy*s  fabric — Thou  ever 
bleffed  and  chief  Corner-ftone,  whofc  omniprcfen? 
power  unites  the  whole  living  temple  together, 
though  fome  of  the  materials  are  in  heaven^ 
fbme  on  earth,  and  fprnc  in  non-exiftence  j  whom 
rny  foul  believes  that  the  heavens  will  one  day 
reveal  in  all  the  glorious  majefty  of  Deity  j  as  the 
Omega,  Faith's  finiiher,  the  ornamental  top-ftone^ 
to  crown  the  building,  and  bear  the  everlafting 
glory  5  while  all  the  redeemed  millions,  when  fiHed 
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with  the  dazzling  beams  of  thy  tremtndotrs  glory, 
fliafl  burft  forth  into  celeftial  exclamations,  crying, 
Grace,  grace  unto  U !  Zcch.  iv.  7.  O  that  my  fort  ' 
may  live  before  thee,  and  be  made  a  Kvcly  ftone  in" 
thy  myfterious  building,  if  confiflent  with  thy  fove- 
reign  will  and  {deaftxre  1  And  do  thou  watch  over 
him  with  all  the  parental  care. of  an  evcrlaftirtg, 
ever-living,  and  ever-loving  father !     Amen. 

That  oor  ions  may  be  as  plants  grown  up  in 
their  yomhj  that  our  daughters  may  be  zs 
corner- ftones,  poiifhsd  after  the  fimtUtude  of 
a  palace,  "PUl.  cxliv.  1 2. 

Sixthly,  Ruth,  my  eldeft  daughter  now  living 
(whofe  n^me  figniBes  filled)  whom  I  fo  Aanrfed  be<^ 
cauie  my  wife  was  taken  in  labour  as  fhc  wa» 
gleaning  wheat  after  the  reapers  in  ^e  field,  and 
was  ob%ed  to  travd  home,  and  that^  with  great 
difficulty^,  even  before  (he  had  filled  her  lap  with 
corii.  And,  when  die  time  came  for  naming  the 
child^  we  made  a  litde  &aft ;  and  the  iecond  courfe 
was  made  of  the  com  gleaned  by  my  wife,  which 
would  have  been  more  abundant  if  litde  Ruth  had 
not  been  quite  fo  hafty«  I  d6  give  and  bequeath 
my  daughter  Ruth,  whether  for  life  or  death,  to  the 
ANTi-TvPicAL  Boaz,  lace  of  Bethlehem- Judah,  in 
the  land  of  Canaan,  but  now  King  of  Kings  in 
Jerufakm,  whom  I  believe  to  be  the  only  hu(band 
of  the  chofen  daughter  of  God* 
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And  oow^  O  Lord  my  Saviour,  my  foul'^  near. 
kinfinan !  Thou  who  didft  not  difdain  us  in  our 
low  cftatc,  bye  willingly  didft  affume  our  naturCj 
4nd  didft  t^e  kinfqwi's  p2Ut>  when  the  angels 
(who  'were  nearer  related  by  cre^tioq)  ftood  iilcnt 
half  all  hour  (Rev.viii*  i.),  not  daring  to  ipeak 
in  our  behalf!  No ;  it  was  Thou,  thou  ever-bleiTed 
Bridegroom^  who  openedft  the  decretive  wil]^ 
and  didft  undertake  to  perform  the  conditions 
belonging  to  a  covenant  of  eternal  wedlock.  Rev, 
y.  5«  Yea^  it  was  Thou  who  didft  betroth  our 
fouls  in  mercy  when  our  first  Husband  was  dead. 
Kom.  vii.  2.  Thou  difdainedft  to  be  called  the  maq 
who  hath  his  (hoe  loofed  (Deut.  xxv.  9,10.),  though 
thy  enemies  did  fpit  in  thy  face  :  Thou  haft  marric4 
the  wife  of  the  deceafed  (Deut  xxi.  5.),  redeemed 
the  mortgaged  inheritance,  and  raifed  up  an  ever* 
lafting  name  that  fhall  never  be  cut  off.  Ifa.  Iv.  13, 
Surely  thou  haft  done  worthily  in  Ephratah,  and 
been  famous  iq  Bethlehem  ! — O"  Lord,  make  my 
daughter  like  Ruth  the  Moabitcfs ;  and  though  thou 
baft  caft  out  thy  fhoe  over  Edom  (Pfal.lx.  8.)j  yet 
condefcendeft  to  ftand  in  the  flioes  of  Moab  i  and' 
let  poor  Ruth  glean  among  thofe  who  gather  fruit 
to  eternal  life.  O  Lord,  let  her  keep  clofe  to  thy 
maidens  (Prov.  ix.  3.)^  and  let  Satan  never  catch 
her  in  any  other  field  (Deut,xxii.  af.),  and,  when 
thou  (halt  take  thy  fan  in  thy  hand  to  purge  thy 
floor,  let  her  lie  fafe,  as  Mary  did,  at  thy  feet, 
<:overcd  with  the  (kirt  of  thy  righteoufnefsj  let 
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the  fpiritual  reapers^  who  receive  the  wages  whieh 
gfWt  allows,  drop  many  handfuls  for  her  to  glean^ 
Ufitil  (he  appear^  in  the  bundle  of  life  ( i  Saau 
XXV,  29  ),  as  a  part  of  that  Ibock  fully  ripe,  coming 
in  feafon  (Job  v,  a6.)»  as  thy  firft-fruits  (James 
i^SOi  that  thou  who  haft  fo  bountifully  fowed,an<|. 
thofe  who  have  diligently  reaped,  with  all  the 
weakin  faith,  whp  have  glf aned,  may,  (o  ^U  eternity; 
rgoice  together  I  O  let  a  fujl  reward  be  given  her. 
of  thee^  thou  foverejgn  Lord  God  of  Ifrael,  under 
whofe  wings  my  faith  wQu|d  bn|ig  her  to  truth, 

Amtn. 

A  good  man  leaveth  an  inheritance  to  his 
children's  cbildreii :  ^d  the  wealth  of  the 
(inner  is  Uid  vp  for  the  juft,    Prov,  iqii,  aa. 

Seventhly,  My  daughter  Naomi,  the  youpgcft 
4aughter  now  livipg,  (whofe  name  (ignifics  agreeable^ 
nefs)  and  whom  I  fo  named  to  perpetuate  the  me- 
mory pf  God's  providential  care  at  the  time  of  her 
birch, — I  had  Jcft  my  employ,  and  a  ready-furnilhcd 
lodging  alfo,  and  had  removed  to  Ditton,  where  I 
cpyk}  g^  no  accommodation  but  an  empty  room, 
though  in  expcdation  every  day  of  my  wife  being, 
taken  in  labour  i  but  God  raifed  up  a  few  friends  to 
fiirnifh  the  place,  and  make  it  agreeable  for  my  wife^^ 
by  the  time  it  was  wanted.  Thus  God  caufcd  the 
iporfow  to  take  thought  for  the  things  of  itfeIC 
therefore  i\preeablenefs  is  the  qame  of  the  childp 
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And  I  ^  give  and  bequeath  my  daugbeer 
fQ  the  God  of  our  father  Abraham,  Wore  whon  I 
have  walked ;  the  Angel  who  hath  redeemed  me 
from  all  evil ;  the  God  of  grace  and  providence^ 
who  hath  fed  me  all  my  life  long  onto  this  day^  and 
fixed  the  bounds  of  my  habitation. 

And  now>  O  Lord  God^  gracious  and  merciful, 
flow  to  anger^  and  of  great  compaffiony  who  hafk:  in 
anfwer  to  prayer  brought  my  daughter  back  from 
the  gates  of  deaths  1  nnoft  hombty  befeech  diee  to 
accept  her  at  my  hands ;  and  enable  my  £itth  to  en- 
gage thy  kind  proteding  care  over  her !  Be  thocr  her 
guide  and  guardian>  her  father  and  her  friend  i  and 
let  not  thy  bkJKfd  hand  go  oat  againft  her^  nor  fuffer 
her  name  to  be  eaUed  Marah«  Q  make  her  one  of 
thy  honourable  women>  and^  a  gracious  mother  in 
liraeli  guide  her  through  all  (he  dangers  which 
attend  the  giddy  in  their  youth,  and  keep  her  feet 
from  being  taken  by  any  of  the  fnares  which  arc  fct 
to  entangle  fouls  for  Satan  I  Are  not  children  an  in- 
heritance that  Cometh  of  thee  ?  and  is  not  the  fruit 
of  the  womb  thy  own  reward  ?  Art  not  thou  the 
author  of  her  being,  iand  the  preferver  of  her  life  ? 
To  whole  care  then  can  I  commit  her  but  to  thine, 
who  art  fo  well  known  by  the  endearing  names  ofa 
father  to  the  fatherlefs,  a  huiband  to  the  widow,  a 
friend  to  the  friendlefs^  and  the  aid  of  thofc  who 
have  no  helper !  All  which  charafters  thou  art 
the  truth  of  in  the  fupcrlativc  degree,  and  in  every 
fcnfc  of  the  words ! 
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I  wiU  not  aik  tempors(l  vtalth,  hoiv>ur>*bcwf7> 
pjcafurci  pr  long  Ufe,  bw  beg  thyfdf  only  asbcr 
portient     Thy  love  ihcd  abroad  in  the  h^ut  U  the. 
beft  inheritance  ^    thy    immenilcy  latisfies  every 
boundlefs  defire  that  the  nioft  enlarged  fpirit  JU 
capable  of,  and  thy  otcrnity  fends  every  thought, 
back  to  the  believing  breaft  fwcetly  laden  with 
in&pite  fatisfaftion.  O  that  niy  daughter  may  live 
before  thec>  and  be  brought, to  know  the  God  of 
her  father;  and  let  thy  bleiTinga  on  my  ojSfspntig 
exce(;d  the  bleffing$  of  their  progenitor  •»  ^en  to 
the  utmoft  bounds  of  th^  everlafiing  lulls  1    Amen 
ajid  Amcn% 

And  now,  brethren,  I  commend  you  to  God,  aod  ta 
the  word  of  bii  grace»  wbicK  is  able  to  build 
you  upii  andto  give  you  an  inberitapQC  among: 
all  cheiii  that  aie  faniUScd.    A6U  x^  32. 
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Eighthly,  AU  the  poor  Qiccp  wMcb  thou  Hafi: 
called  by  mc^  apd  tbofe  over  which  the  Holy 
Gboft  has  made  me  an  ovcrfeer,  together,  with  all. 
thofe  whom  the  love  of  Chrift  has  conftrained  me  to 
love,  care  for^  or  to  feed ;  I  do  leave  them,  and.  the 
fol^  care  of  them,  all^^  to  the  chief  Shepherd' and 
Bi^op  of  ibulsj  Chrid  Jefu^  my  Lord,  to  whon\ 
they  belong  by  donatiou,  by  purchaie^  andc  by 
conqueft  -^  as  the.  gift  of  his  Father,  the  purchaft 
of  his  blood,  and  the  trophies  of  his  viftory« 

And  nowj,  O  lJ>id  God,  the  Ancient  of  Days, 

and 


(    as    ) 

•Sid  the  End  of  Time,  Time's  Alpha  and  Omega, 
our  evcrlafting  Father,  who  Grom  all  eternity  waft 
fet  up  to  be  a  future  head,  and  a  gathering  fliep- 
herd ;  who  receivedft  our  names,  perfons,  and  the 
number  of  them,  even  before  chaos  was  conceived, 
or  order  born  $  Thou  great  I  -,  Thou  one  eternal 
Now, and  Eternity's  only  Centre;  whom  no  fpace  can 
meaifure,  and  in  whom  the  pad  and  the  future  are 
for  ever  loft !  O  Thou,  who  art  incomprehcnfiblc, 
and  yet  well  known  in  Judah ;  though  invifible, 
yet  faidi  difcerns  thee  ;  and  though  the  only  pof- 
IbfTor  of  immortality,  yet  thou  dwelleft  with  mor- 
tals ;  I  humbly  entreat  thee  ever  to  appear  the 
watchful,  careful,  and  tender  Shepherd  of  Iftael; 
gather  them  from  among  the  goats,  bring  back 
diat  which  is  gone  aftray,  heal  that  which  is  fick, 
fcind  up  that  which  is  broken,  and  feed  that  which  is 
faint ;  let  not  evcti  an  ear  be  loft  (Amos  iii.  ia.),or 
an  heof  be  left  behind ;  and,  as  thou  haft  appeared 
unblemiibed  in  every  covenant  chara&er,  from 
age  to  age,  and  haft  eftabliflied  thy  word  to  a 
thoufand  generations,  be  pleafed  to  ftrengthen, 
eftabliih,  and  fettle  thine  eledt  in  the  ftron^ft  faith 
of  it. 

And  now,  O  Lord,  deliver  tbem  all  from  that 
God-difhonburine;  and  dear-bought  infenfibility  of 
the  Dcift  (Ezck."  viii.  i  aOi  ^ind  frorp  the  damnable 
delufion  of  the  Arian  (2  Pet.  ii.  k)  ;  from,  the 
flelhly  confidence  too,  and  rafli  prcfumption  of  the 
Antinomian  (j  Cor.  xiji.  2.)i  and  from  the  galling 
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and  kvttt  yoke  of  the  felf-fufiicient  Apmiokui 
(A As  XV.  lo.);  from  the  voluntary  .  lervice  of 
worldlings,  and  from  the  woful  and  unexpe£faed 
cod  of  the  whole  tribe  of  PharUees.  Amen  and 
Amen. 

As  arrows  are  in  the  hand  of  a  mighty  man ;  fo 

are  children  of  the  youth. 
Happy  is  the  man  that  hath,  his  quiver  fiiU  of 

them :  they  ihall  not  Jbe  afhamed,  .but  they 

IbaU  fpeak  with  their  enemies  in .  the, ;  g»tp» 

Pfil,  cxxvii.  45, 

♦ 
Ninthly,  The  child  that  is  coming,  and  all  that 

may  come,  whether  manv  or  few,  males  or  females; 
I  do  give  and  bequeath  all,  and  every  one  of  them» 
to  the  Father  of  the  ipirits  of  all  fleih  $  otherwife 
the  Second  Adam,  the  quickening  Spirit,  the 
Lord  from  heaven^  the  ever-blefTed  Immanucl, 
our  God  and  God  with  us;  to  be  kept  by  his 
power,  governed  by  his  fceptre,  and  to  be  only 
at  his  abfolute  difpofal. 

And  now,  O  Lord,  who  didft  not  delpife  the 
£mple  facriBces  of  the  infant  tribes,  when  in  the 
temple  they  offered  their  unknown  Hosannas  to 
thee ;  but  didfl  Iharply  rebuke  and  wonderfully 
ftill  thy  enemies  by  the  lips  of  babes  and  fucklings, 
out  of  whole  mouths  thou  hadfl:  pre  ordained 
ftrength  to  pcrfcft  praife ;  O  let  the  rifing  genera- 
tion join  in  the  innocent  and  holy  acclamations  of 

Ho/anna 


hefeechfhHl  Yca^  let  thtnl  rift  u^  Md^  <^]I  !il«e 
blefled.  Thou  h^  ridily  dif^lyfed  i^  iffVjAiabief 
beMdiftiOfis  on  various  4>t  ch^  ^^hd^rP  4n(tt  i» 
every  age  of  life.  Some  have  been  filled  wittttfay 
Holy  Spiritfrom  their  mother's  womb,  others  from 
their  childhood  have  kfidwn  the  Holy  ^tripcor cs^; 
others  were  ordained  pfdphets  before  they  were 
conceived,  or  bdrn;  and  two  thdtfkrtd  infants  df 
one  time  feii  martyrs'  t<i  Ay  trtrthi  (tsUki  tt  with 
thetF  blood,  and  drdd  in  (jOlpel  bopei  others  at 
the  eleventh  hour  have  found  ther  thc^  Mefliah ; 
and  the  poor  thief  on  the  crofs  felt  the  convictions 
of  un  and  the'  pains  of  death,  go  hand  in  hand,  and 
•pparendy  keep  pace  j  lb  that  a  Spiritual  travel 
and  a  fingering  death  met  both  together  irt  ontf 
chofcrt  vcffdi  and  at  one  time :  but  bleflfed*  be  thy 
iiame',the  fpirii^ial  birthoutltripped  the  dart  of  death. 
Surely  this  w^  a  double  deliverance,  or  a^  uhpro- 
daimed  jubilee,  to  itt  the  carcafe  of  a  thief  hang 
€fn  the  gibbet,  while  the  (oul  was  finging  celeftiaf 
anthems  in  paradife !  But  thefe  are  fome  of  the 
difcriminating  adls  of  thy  foVereign  gr^ce.  O  Lord, 
grant"  t|iat  our  offspring  may  ftc  and'  know  for 
themfelves,  many  of  theft  wonderful  difplays  of 
thy  un^ierited  and  everlafting  love  j  and  let  the 
Spirit  thou  Tiaft  put  upon  us,  and  the  word  thou 
Baft  put  in  ouf  mouth,  never  depart  out  of  our 
mouth,  nor  out  of  the  mouth  of  our  feed,  nor  out 
7  •  of 
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Hgn^iur  the  Lord  tvith  tbjr  fubftaiM^,  tod  wick 
ji)0  grft  CruiuofiaU  tfaiflcbcreafc  ;     ' 

«^,j(h^i'  thy  barnfebe  fSkd  with  pknty>  andthf 
,  f^9^^  81^  bwft  «ut  witk  Mvt  mac.  Pro*. 

TeiulUy^A^  tiier.w(>dcfiy  fubftan9e  Inq^  b^w^ 
9r  may  .Mve,  whetbec  Jattlc  or  miicl)^ .  at  hoKne  or 
alaiOiad  ; ..or  aU  that  in  future  1  may  become  enu- 
^tkd  tdr  whcdi^r  ULinoneyi  books,. i^i^fes^i^pr^bmL 
^gctbawith  aU  ipy  chatftU  a^.p^ffonal^ftQedb 
whether-  coofiftiDa  of  .ftirciturc^  ^^ingtL^BeAfcIt 
.bed$,  or  bedcJi^gf  toge^cr  with  4^  miy  tiyiqg  axnt 
with  all  iny  dea(}  ^oqk^,  to  ^what.v^iHe.^^r^anpiM^ 
foever ;  I  do  leave,  bequeath,  and  givi^  t]^  wlM^b 
and  every  of  them,  to  Jehovah-Jireh,  the  Lord 
WHO  vAoviaEs  ;  and  that  for  the  benefit  of  the 
wife  and  children  wl^ich.  he  hath'  giy^  ^9r  I\jumbly 
Ipfdeechipg  him  tko  multiply^  faadify"^  a^d  hl^s 
thefe  effc^  to  their  nficcG^y  ufes*    •     • 

And  now,  O  Lord,  who  haft  promifed  us  all 
fhir^  perfiaiiiihg  .toi  life '  »ad '  god£nei^  and  by '  tlie 
gaifc:of  faith  hzSt  made  us  heirs  of  cbe  promiicof 
the  life  that  now:  is^  and  of  that  wbidiis  w  come;; 
4  'iDoft  humbly  fae&cchthee  to  hear  the  imperfe(9: 
petioqa  of  thy  iervaat,  whidv  cometh  not  out 
ef  feigned  lips  I  Art  not  thou  the  univerfal  guardian 

of 
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bffpirtcOal widows  (Roni.  vii.  3,4.),  orphaM  (iiCoti 

Ti.   17,  18.),  and  lunatics  ( I  Con  iv.  10.)?   Didft 

not  thou  give  the  land  of  Canaan  freely  to  Ilradi 

jtnd  didft  thou  not  defray  their  eipences  thither 

with  honour  ?  Yea^  their  clothes  waxed  not  old, 

^ir  (hoes  wore  not  out  by  the  way^  their  feet 

never  fwelled  with  the  journey,  the  Rock  aflfbnied 

water  for  their  thirft,  and  the  dreary  defert  a 

diannel  for  it  to  flow  after  them.    The  heavens 

•afforded  them  angels  food^  and  Leviadian  was 

finitten  in  the  waters  to  be  meat  for  thy  choieoi 

mhabtting  the  wildernels.    The  heavens  poured 

down  feathered  fowls  as  the  fand  of  the  fea,  and 

fieib  till  it  flopped  up  the  doors  of  their  tents.    0 

tftonilhing  providence !    But  ti^ey  finntd  yet  tht 

more  /  O  cruel  ingratitude !   Lord^  what  is  man  t 

Give  us  heaven  freely,  and  bear  our  charges  to  it! 

Amen  and  Amem 

« 

Except  the  Lord  build  the  houfe,  they  labour  in 
vain  diat  build  it.    Pfal.  czxvii.  i. 

For  every  houfe  is  builded  by  fome  man,  but  he 
that  built  all  things  is  God.  Heb.  iii.  4* 

Eleventhly,  the  Chapel  which  the  kind,  die  un« 
deferved>  and  unexpedted  Providence  of  God  has 
given  us,  and  on  which  account  it  bears  its  prefenc 
name,  I  do  commit  the  whole  managenEient  of  to 
the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift:  likewife  the  manageracoc 

«f 
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of  the  mMag?fs — the  nunagemeat  of  the  pulpit-— 
the  flfmrmgemcot  of  the  preachers — the  management 
of  their  dot^rines-^the  man^ement  of  the  flock—* 
the  managtment  of  their  hearts — the  maaagement 
of  their  cars^  and — the  management  of  their  man* 
nets.  I  do  commit  it  folely  to  the  all-*wiie  Super- 
intendant  of  all  beings,  and  all  thmgs — the  fuprcmc 
Monarch  of  all  that  is  vifiUe  or  invifible,  whether 
in  tlie  celeftial  or  terreftrial  worlds  i  who  is  the 
amn^KMktnt  Cceacor  of  heaven  and  earth,  and  tbe 
abibhite  Dtipofer  of  all  events.  And  now,  O 
Lordt  whom  the  heavens,  nor  the  henven  of 
havens,  caanoc  comain,  much  lefs  the  htde  hou& 
which  we  have  bink;  kt  ic^leafe  thee  to  hear  thf 
fervaot's  prayer,  and  blefs  tbe  houfe ;  and  let  thine 
cfes  and  thy  heart  be  there  perpetnalljr,  and  make 
it  &  Bethel  to  tbou&nds  1  UircSt  the  fteps  of  fabbach* 
breakers,  blalpbemers,  and  the  bafeft  of  mondh^ 
to  tread  its  floors ;  let  ibveieign  grace  and  dying 
love  be  difplayed  in  their  greateft  power,  and  in 
their  ^rileft  latitude;  and  grant  thac  when  thou 
writeft  up  the  people,  it  may  be,  fai^  of  millions, 
thac  this  and  that  mam  was  bom  of  God  there.  O 
Lord,  make  tbe  pulpit  like  Aaron's  golden  bell; 
and  let  every  tried  and  faithful  preacher's  tongue 
be  Hke  a  golden  chipper ;  fo  that  joy  and  gladneis 
may  be  found  therein,  thank fgiving  and  the  voice 
of  melody.  Let  no  dry  formality  ever  be  efta- 
bllfbed  in  it  Let  no  ecclefiaftical  craftfman  ever 
be  heard  there.    Let  no  prieftcrafc  ever  profper 

C  therein* 
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diercin.    Let  no  carnal  inventions,  however  plea* 

ling  to   flefh   and   blood;   no   human  traditions, 

however   ancient,  or  highly   eftecmed ;   nor  any^ 

doftrincs  of  devils,  however  deep,  or  of  whatfocvcr 

date,  be  ever  heard  in  it.     But  let  thy  truth  be 

credited  by  that  faith  which  is  thy  own  gift.     Be. 

thou  ever  addrefTcd  and  fupplicated  in  the  language 

of  thy  own  moft  holy  word,  ever  adored  by  thy 

fervants    in   the    happy    enjoynmcnt    of  thy  own 

eternal  love,  ever  admired  in  thy  own  illuftrious 

and  moft  glorious  light ;  and  be  thou  ever  worfhip- 

ped  in  thy  own  fpiric !     O  Lord  of  all  lord5,  be 

thou  our  All  m  All  ;  and  grant  that  all  preachers 

of  ev^ry  denomination,  that  preach  thee  as  the 

finner*s  only,  prefent,  and  everlafting  portion,  may 

be  blefled  with  thy  internal  teftimony,  thy  fupport* 

ing  hand,  the  unutterable  comforts  of  thy  Eternal 

Spirit,   and  crown  their  honeft  labours  with  ten 

thoufand  fold  fuccefs !  Amen  and  Amen* 

And  ye  are  not  your  •pwn,  for  ye  arc  bought  with  a 
price :  therefore  glorify  God  in  your  body, 
and  in  your  fpirit^  which  are  God's,  i  Cor, 
vi.  19,  20. 

For  whether  we  live,  wc  live  unto  the  Lord ;  and 
whether  we  die,  we  die  unto  the  Lord: 
whether  we  live  therefore  or  die,  wc  are  the 
Lord's .  Rom.  xiv.  8. 
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A  VOLUNTARY  OFFERING. 

Twelfchly,  All  my  ftrength,  bodily  health,  and 
my  appointed  time,  together  with  thofc  abilities 
which  God  hath  beftowed  on  me  as  the  God  of 
nature;  and  likewife  all  the  fupernatural  gifts, 
fuch  as  knowledge,  faith,  zeal,  ufefulnefs,  utterance, 
fear,  love,  enlargement  of  heart,  &c.  which  God 
is  the  bed  judge  of,  and  which  he  hath  freely 
and  undeJervcdly  beftowed  on  me,  as  the  God 
of  grace;  as  alfo  the  joy,  peace,  happinefs,  or 
felicity,  which  he  hath  gracioufly  given  me  in 
hope,  as  the  God  of  glory ;  I  defire  with  my  whole 
heart  to  offer  the  whole  of  them  up  entirely  to 
the  fervicc  of  my  only  matter,  Chrift:  Jefus  the 
Lord,  to  be  difpofed  of  to  the  honour  of  his  own 
name,  and  the  good  of  his  own  eleft, 

And  now,  O  Lord,  that  hcareth  prayer,  let  my 
petition  come  before  thee,  and  never  fuffer  my 
lips  to  flatter  thee,  nor  my  perverfe  will  to  tempt 
thee.  If  I  know  any  thing  of  my  own  heart,  I  can 
fay  I  have  no  defire  after  an  epifcOpal  fee,  but 
only  that  an  effeftual  door  fhould  be  opened  unto 
me  (i  Cor.  xvi.  9):  Nor  will  I  ever  crave  the 
authorifing  hand  of  a  fpiritual  lord,  falfely  fo  called 
(i  Cor.  viii.  6.)  to  be  laid  upon  me  ;  but  only  that 
thy  hand,  thou  ever-bleffcd  Shepherd  and  Biftiop 
of  Souls,  (hould  be  laid  upon  me ;  and  that  not 
once  only,  but  in  every  time  of  need,  accompany- 
ing it  with.  Fear  not^  I  am  the  firft  and  the  lafi. 
Rev.  i.  17.    As  for  my  craving  dcaconries,  dean- 

C  %  crie?^ 
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cries,  vicarages,  or  any  other  epi  (copal  prefer- 
ments whatfoevcr,  they  never  Ihall  be  once  men- 
tioned^ in  my  prayers,  as  becometh  a  faint,  but 
only  a  large  field  to  preach  thy  gofpel  in,  with 
that  food  and  raiment  which  my  heavenly  Father 
knoweth  I  (bnd  in  need  of  before  I  afk  him  (Matt, 
vi.  8.),  and  with  this  humbling  grace  alfo,  to  be 
therewith  content,  i  Tim,  vi,  8.  Asforecclefi- 
aftical  titles,  or  any  other  carnal  dignity,  I  will 
never  pray  for  them,  but  hope  to  be  fatisfied 
with  the  title  of  a  faithful  labourer.  Nor  will  I 
crave  any  other  dignity  than  that  which  thy 
word  allows,  namely^  that  of  being  thy  fbn  by 
faith,  and  an  heir  of  thy  eternal  kingdom. 

And  fuffer  me,  O  Lord,  to  remind  thee  of  the 
carneft  petitions  which  I  once  put  up,  with  many 
tears,  in  a  ^ood  between  Petworth  and  Horfliam 
in  SuiTex,  and  to  which  thou  gaveft  me  an  anfwer 
of  peace.  Thou  knowefl:  I  was  moved  to  put 
it  up  under  the  rhelancholy  refleftion  of  a  certain 
man,  who  in  perfccution  and  opprcffion  feemcd 
ftrong  in  the  faith,  but  in  profperity  was  fearfully 
fallen,  and  has  appeared  to  fall  ever  fince.  Thou 
knowefl  I  earneflly  folicited  the  following  blelSogs 
of  thee^  left  I  ihouid  fall  as  he  did.  Firft,  that 
thou  wouldft  blefs  me  indeed  with  thy  Spirit's 
internal  teftimony,  thy  fi^porting  hand,  and  thy 
foul-comforting  pre  fence:  Secondly,  tliat  thou 
wouldft  make  me  abundantly  ufeful  in  my  minif- 
try,  and  fruitful  in  my  life ;   and  blefs  me  widi 

diligence. 
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di%sfice,  know4edg^,  ttid  2eal,  to  lerve  my 
generation  while  it  i$  called  to-day :  Thirdly,  that 
tl^Q^  wouldft  ke/ep  both  wy  ipiricual  and  tempo* 
raJ  portion  in  xhine  own  baad3 ;  but  give  ipe  a 
firoi^g  ^th  to  dr4w  d^ily  upon  thee^  ^3  my  foul, 
bg^y^'Or  f^nruly,  jri^t  (land  in  need:  Fourthly^  . 
thftC  jAxQu  WQuldft  4c£ray  my  Cjxpenfes  and  tfcc 
cfpwjfes  of  my  femily,  through  this  life,  S6  ^ 
tp  Aiiid  a  JibcraJ  ipind  and  a  jtefi.tjcr  cortfciencei 
and  ^yc  me  dailfAn  jCficn  heart,  a  hountifiJ 
band,  and  a  noble,  generous  fpirit,  as  well  becomes 
the  gofpel^  and  the  preacher  of  it :  and  that  I 
might  not  nuizdle  thy  truth  in  tbe  pulpit  to  fhield 
covccoufneis,  nor  pal^  the  ^tence  of  damnation 
on  myfrlf  vAitn  I  p^efaqhed  ,againfl:  it ;  left,  while 
teaching  others  not  to  'covet,  J  myfclf  ihould 
commit  facrilege  (Rom.  ii.  22.) :  Fifthly  and  laftly, 
that  diou  wouldfl:  enable  me,  at  my  dying  hour, 
to  commit  my  :ibi]l,..my  wife,  .and  . family,  into 
thy  hands,  in  the  fullcft  affurancc  of  fpiritual 
&ith.  To  aB  which  thou  garveft  me  an  anfwer 
of  peace.  So,  O  Lord,  let  it.ftaod  ratified  in  the 
heavens,  and  in  thy  own  appointed  time  m^e  it 
g(^d  <0n  earth. 

Aiid  whatever  doctrines  thou  flialt  think  tneet 
toteVealin  anfyver  to  prayer,  whether  to  preach 
or  to  write,  whether  plea(kig  to  finqajs  or  difplea{^ 
'ing,  O  Lord,  give  me  gcaoe  to  jirSach  them, 
or  write  tihem,  without  being  lifted  .up  wkh  the 
applaufe  of  true  brethren,  or  awed  by  the  carnal 

C  3  fear 
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fear  of  falfe  ones.  If  all  frown  on  mcj  do  thoo'^ 
fmile  i  let  who  will  Oppofe,  do  thou  lead  mc  on ; 
whoever  condemns  or  accufes  me^  do  thou  juftifyj  ' 
and,  if  the  whole  world  curfe  me,  do  thou  blefs ; 
and  under  thy  blefled  wings  I  (hall  Cng  fweetljr, 
and  be  fafc  enough  from  the  fear  of  cviU     Iftbau 
give  peace^  who  then  can  cnate  trouble^   wbetber 
it  he  againji  a  nation ^  or  a  man  only?  O  Lord, 
let  the  hypocrite  never  reign,   left  the  fouls  of 
the  righteous  be  cnfnareds.     Amen  and  Amen« 

Mercy  and  truth  be  with  thee.  2  Sam.  xv.  20. 
And  the  things  that  thou  haft  heard  of  me 
among  many  witneffes^  the  fame  commit 
thou  to  faithful  men,  who  fhall  be  able  to 
teach  others.  2  Tim.  ii.  2. 


SMALL    LEGAQES. 

.  Thirtccnthly,  That  moft  bleffed  book  of  God, 
the  Holy  Bible»  together  with  an  excellent  Trea- 
tifc  on  the  Sovereignty  of  God,  written  by  that 
eminent  fervant  of  Chrift  Elisha  Cole,  thf 
learned  Bofton's  ^  View  of  the  Covenant  of  Grace  j* 
$ind  that  golden  phoenix  in  its  cage,  called  ^  The 
Pilgrim's  Progrefs,'  written  by  the  reverend  John 
Bunyan,  doflor  of  divinity,  and  mafter  of  alle- 
gorical  arts  j   I  do  will  and  deflre  to  leave  the 

above- 
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above-mentioned  invaluable  books,  bhfullied,  un- 
corrupted,  unaltered,  and  void  of  all  notes,  com- 
ments, annotations,  or  paraph rafes  whatfoevcr,  to 
every  heir  of  promife  in  the  Chriftian  world,   as 
a   rich   (piritual   treafure   by   divine  •  donation,  to 
])ave,  to  hold,  and  to  enjoy  till  death ;   and  then 
to  defcend  as  an  hereditary  portion  cto  their  heirs 
and  fucceflbrst  or  whofoever  (hall  appear  in  this   - 
world   to  be  of  the  covenant  line,   if  they  can 
prove  their  genealogy  by  the  foundnefs  of  their 
principlesj  the  purity  of  their  fpirit,  and  the  up- 
xightnefs  of  their  prafticc  ;  to  be  enjoyed  by  them 
till  time  is  no  more.    And  may  the  Lord,  who 
teacheth  man  to  profit,  enable  them  in  every  age 
to  fee  eye  to  eye,  until  they  are  enabled  with  all 
faints  to  know  what  is  that  height,  depth,  lengthy 
and  breadth,  of  the  love  of  God  in  Chrift  Jefus 
our  Lord ;  which  God  of  his  infinite  mercy  grant 
to  his  own  honour,  their  prefent  fafety,  and  eternsil 
comfort.    Amen  and  Amen. 

» 

That  ye  may  iuck  and  be.  fatisfied  with  the  breads 
of  her  conrfolations :  that  ye  may  milk  out 
and  be  delighted  with  the  abundance  of  her 
glory.  La.  Ixvi.  1 1. 
I  have  fed  you  with  milk,  and  not  with  meat: 
'^  '  for  hitherto  ye  werq  not  able  to  bear  it, 
neither  yet  now  are  ye  able,   i  Cor.  iii.  a. 

The  Holy  Bible,  Luther's  'Commentary  on  the 
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Galati&ns>'  Mr.  BuAyan's '  Difcoisrfe  on  ibt  Jem- 
ialcm  Sinner  faved/  togecher  wich  his  ^  Come  and 
welcome  to  Jefus  Chrifl:^'  with  Mr.  Romaine'^ 
^  Life  and*  Walk  of  Faiih^'  and  part  ef  Mr, 
Marihali's  *  Gofpel  Myftery  of  San^ficacioQj*  | 
do  wiU  and  defire  to  leave,  aa  a  choice  breaft 
of  confolation,  to  all  die  in^t  progeny  of  Zioo, 
our  moft  tender,  afFe&ionate,  and  ever-reverond 
Mother,  of  ever*blcired  and  everlafting  memory; 
to  have  and  to  hold  till  they  are  eftabfiflied  ia 
faith,  and  then  to  defcend  to  then-  infant  an 
from  age  to  age,  as  a  rich  fopply,  unda-  God, 
of  fpiritual  pocket- mon^;  to  be  given  to  them 
quite  flerling,  as  they  are  at  prdent,  wkboat  ^^j 
adulteration,  dedu&ion,  or  diminution  wfaatfoevei; 
And  may  the  Lord  ble&  the  legacy  to  aU  iia 
Ittde  ones,  who  are  too  weak  to  wdk  hy  faitb, 
too  fcrupulous  to  truft  a  hiding  God,  and  too 
much  attached  to  felf-confidence  to  launch  forth 
upon  fovereign  mercy,  through  Chrift,  revealed 
in  an  unconditional  promife.  May  the  Lord  of 
all  Lords  induce  them  with  the  fenfible  breafts 
of  comforts,  and  not  wean  them  until  they  are 
able  to  live  abfent  from  the  body,  and  prefent 
with  the  Lord  1    Amen  and  Amen. 

This  is  the  portion  of  a  wicked  man  from  God, 
and  the  heritage  appointed  unto  him  by  God. 
Job  XX.  ^9. 

Fourtecnthlyii 
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1?0W^nik\y,  The  &llomi)g  hooks,  eoti«fo4 
Mr.  Saxi^'^  '*  cm  to  the  Uiwonycrted,'  Mr, 
Jofcph  Aaien'-s  *  ;AJkrno/  *  Thomas  a  Kcmpi^/  th« 
Wh6k  works  i>f  the  fi^&^iU  Mr.  GoQdfffin^  lo- 
g9ther  with  all  nhe  thunderlx4ts  of  popeiy^  I  do 
kttsre  «fd  bequeath  to  £be  auoieFoys  haftard  cact 
cf  gA§pel  mockera,  die  goconvetted  to  whom  they 
BM  dedicated*  the  vrMic  &m^  of  that  iofoleof 
finmnpet  Haqar,  to  be  diftr&uged  among  thcna 
arathin  tmo  hours  afber  my  deadly  or  as  maof 
months  i)efoce  as  die  Pope  of  &anne  iball  think 
proper*  This  i  leave  as  a  Ufli  of  fcorpioas  fio 
sfi  eye^enratits,  who  cannot  work  without  ^ 
"whip ;  to  thdk  who  iialt  between  the  fervice  of 
Xiei  a&d  mammon ;  ^nd  to  all  who  Jieje<S);  the  tafy 
Toke  ef  ChrUl  for  the  yoke  of  bondage^  and 
<leffre  to  the  ftrong  hold  of  S^tan  rather  than 
^K?eept  .of  goipel  liberty  iq>on  the  eafy  .conditioQii 
^f  felf  denial  and  the  hcart-fcli>  hinniiity  of  a(i 
iniblvent  debtor,  freely  dcared  by  a  Surety.  Ani^ 
imy  the  God  of  all  comfort  make  the  heij$  of 
fuch  legal  trumpery  as  fick  at  hpart  of  it  as  he 
has  made  my  poor  foul,  and  <ffe£tuaUy  teach 
them  to  beware  of  the  do&inet  of  the  pharifccs 
which  arc  hypocrify,  and  no  better  than  binding 
grievous  burdens  on  men's  fhouldcrs,  which  they 
uever  touched  with  one  of  their  own  fingers. 

Fifteenthly,    The  following  books,  cntided '  Sc- 
iieca's  Morals,*  «  The  Old  and  New  Whok  Duly 

of 
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ef  Mail/  and  all  thofc  produftions  of  ignorance 
entitled  *  The  Week's  Preparation/  that  fncnd  to 
Mofts  called  <  The  Prafticc  of  Piety/  that  highly 
cfteemed  conr.pofition  of  carnal  invention  entitled 
*  The  Chrift'ian  Monitdr/  «  The  Crambs  of  Com- 
fcrt/    '  Sherl6ck  upon   Death/  the  Annotationi 
of  Fleetwood,  Stackhoufe,  and  Southwell^  together 
with  that  blafphemous  piece  of  deception  called 
«  The  I'urkiih  Alkoran/  with  all  the  Apocryphal 
books,  except  the  book  of  Wifdom  ;  I  defire  to  will 
and    leave    every    one  6f  them    to    be   equally 
diftributcd  among  all  thofe  pharifees  in  the  king« 
dom   of  Great  Britain  who  rejeft^the  fovcrcign 
grace  of  God,  and  deny  the  blefled  infpiratioh  of 
God  the  Holy  Ghoft,  as  a  proper  nurfe  to  their 
prefei)t  pride,  and  a  certain  prelude  to  their  ever- 
lading  confuiionj   but  to  be  enjoyed  by  them  no 
longer  than  while  they  remain  in  a  ilate  of  ignorance 
and   unbelief.     If    at  any    time  any   one  of  the 
aforefaid   legatees  be   converted  to   the  Chriftian 
faith,  they  (hall  immediately  forfeit  all  their  right 
and   title   to  the  above-mentioned  legacies,  and 
fhall  by  no  n>eans  enjoy   any  part  thereof  any 
longer  than  while  they  live  and  remain   in  legal 
blindnefs  of  mind,  and  hardnefs  of  heart. 

Laftly,  The  comments  and  other  works  of 
tliat  iiTimortal  and  mod  miferable  Doftor,  Samuel 
Clarke;  as  alfo  the  books  written  by  Mr.  Elliot 
and  Mr.  Lindfey,  together  with  the  whole  blafphe- 
mous 1}  (lem  of  Dr.  Pricftley,   if  they  arc  found 

in 
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in  my  ftudy  at  the  time  of  my  death,  I  will  and 
defirc  that  the  fame  may  be  burnt  at  Tyburn 
within  two  hours  after,  my  interment^  by  the  hands 
of  the  common  hangman;  for  which  adb  no 
more  fhall  be  given,  than  thirteen  pence  half-- 
penny.  '/  !   .    .      " 

Having  waded  through  the  fettlement  of  thefc 
my  various  cffefts,  I  do  now,  in  my  prefent 
decline  of  life^  in  prefence  of  thefc  witnefles  under- 
mentioned,  vow  and  declare  *  that  all  thfc"  Jtforefaid 
articles  are  bequeathed  and  fettkd  exaftly  agreeable 
to  my  mind  and  will;  and  which  I  never  intehd 
to  difannuV  n^ake  void,  cancel,  or  revoke;  and 
as  a  proof  hereof,  I  have  hereunto  ftt'  my  harid 
and  feal  this  Tenth  day  of  March,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  One  Thoufand.  Seven  Hundred  and 
Eighty-four. 


WILLIAM  HUNTINGTON. 


{Mb.  HATREn-TO-BONDAGX, 
AND 
Mr.  LOVB^TO-LIBERTT. 
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TO   THX 


CHRISTIAN  READER^ 


QqaD  Chriflianf  if  thou  h^  |)eni(<^  m^  WUI^ 
Jn  iearch  after  learning,  gpod  langm^,  pr  .fkill, 
piiappomted  you  ai:€j  no  learning  is  there, 

l/iy  ^^eaknefs  has  met  jrour  furprife : 
J3ut  y9\\2Lt  tho'  the  author  and  language  be  mean. 
You  know  there  are  readers  a^  foolilh  ^s  him^ 
Aodj  if  the  Almighty  fliou)d  blefs  it  to  them» 

Pray  why  fliould  the  fcholar  delpile  ? 

'^  Illiterate  Chriftians  may  read  and  may  pray^ 
And  lead  the  benighted  to  (land  in  the  ways 
And  each  in  his  ftation  be  blefsM  in  his  day, 

But  authors  they  never  muft  be. 
Trudi  is  pot  confined  to  Matters  of  Arts, 
The  aged,  or  learned,  or  famous  for  parts ; 
She's  known  by  the  chofco,  acid  dwells  in  dieir 

hearts.. 
Her  gracious  inftruAions  arc  free. 

'^  A  fable  In  elegant  language  may  pais. 

And  dangerous  errors^  if  learning's  their  maikj 

The 
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The  arrantefi:  falfehood  in  many  a  clafi 
Shall  meet  with  the  higheft  regard : 

But  Troth,  if  (he's  naked,  can  never  be  fham'd ; 

Allow  but  diftintSEions,  fbe  cannot  be  blam'd ; 

But,  tho'  fhc  brought  cornfort  whcrevcrfhc  came^ 
She  always  has  met  with  discard, 

**  No  ploughman,  nor  joflcin,  nor  whtmficiU  head> 
To  touch  Holy  Ot-ders  muft  cv^  be  ledi 
But  credit  the  clergy  whatever  be  iaid, 

if  reafon  and  virtue  be  there : 
lio  fedings  of  cnthufiafticai  fools. 
But  fcience  and  logic  diftilPd  at  the  ithodls. 

With  Jewilh  traditions  and  heathenifh  rules^ 
Thefc  only  muft  furnilh  the  feer, 

^'  Good  Enoch  and  Abel  were  otherwife  taught ; 
The  ancients  with  faith  and  with  patience  were 

fraught; 
No  chanting  devotions  by  prophets  were  taught  f 

They  never  adopted  the  mode: 
They  worlhipp'd  the  Saviour  with  only  his  6wn, 
And  preath'd  him  without  either  rochet  or  gown  | 
Yet  none  can  deny  but  their  gofpel  was  found. 

And  all  their  devotions  were  good. 

**  Divine  rcvdacions  were  giVefi  of  old. 
And  miraculous  gifts  to  apoftlds  foretold, 
Biit  vifions  6f  faith  we  are  not  to  brfiold ; 
Nor  to  irffprration  pretertd. 
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The  BritiQi  divines,  with  their  excellent  parrs^ 
]  nvefted  with  titles  and  fitted  with  arts^ 
Have  left  us  a  rule  for  devotional  hearts; 
The  whole  is  direfted  by  men, 

**^  Jehovah's  a  Spirit  the  fcripturcs  declare^ 
And  Chriii  hath  infifted  on  fpiritual  prayer ; 
No  worihip  can  pleafe  if  the  Spirit's  not  theft ; 

AH  carnal  religion  is  feign'd : 
The  blind  he  inflrufteth,  and  opens  their  eyes  ^ 
The  preacher  with  matter  he  richly  fuppUes; 
He  teacheth  the  fool,  but  be  blindeth  the  wife : 

Without  him  aU  preaching  is  vatn. 

<*  Men  fitted  with  fcience  all  nature  reveres. 
They  predift  eclipfes^  and  f eckon  the  ftars  5 
And  read  Fortune^s  frowns,  and  the  fmiles  that 
fhe  bears. 

But  ne'er  let  her  afpefts  be  mixt ; 
They  unfwaddle  Nature's  myfterious  folds^ 
And  tell  how  the  globe  diurnally  rolls. 
Yea,  meafure  the  line  which  reaches  the  poles. 

And  fhew  bow  thefe  axes  are  fixt. 

•'  To  golpel  Aftronomy  I  can  agree, 
For  Jefus,  the  Day-ftar,  is  plealing  to  me ; 
The  rays  of  that  Sun,  and  the  balm  they  convey, 

Delighteth  the  wifcft  of  men. 
The  art  of  aftrology  none  (bould  rejc6t> 
To  caft  a  nativity  is  to  rcfleft ; 

If 
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If  Jefus  and  confciencc  arc  found  to  compa£t> 
It  predidts  a  peaceable  end* 

**  The  fcience  of  Botany*s  certainly  found. 
If  Chrift  is  revealed  as  the  plant  of  renown ; 
That  myftical  Root  is  fuch  wifdom  profound^ 

Too  deep  for  blind  nature  to  fcan : 
The  art  of  Anatomy  none  fliould  delpife, 
Becaufe  'tis  in  pradtice  fo  much  by  the  wife  ; 
No  art  (hall  excel  it  that  mortals  devife. 

But  let  it  difled  the  old  man. 

^  The  art  of  geometry  none  (hould  dilprovc; 
It  fathoms,  the  deep,  and  it  foareth  above  i      v 
It  grafps  Omniprefence,  which  all  Chriftians  love  % 

And  fixes  the  whole  in  the  mind. 
Geology  defcribcth  the  parts  of  the  earth. 
And  leads  to  the  mountain — the  place  of  Chrift^s 

death ; 
Jf  it  leads  to  a  l^ethel,  or  fpiritual  birth. 

That  art  mull  be  good  in  its  kind/* 


THE    £ND. 


T.  BerilkTi  Priauri  Bolt  Cottxt^  FkttStrcet,  LwUtu 
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LETTER 


TO 


MR.    BRIXTON, 


MINISTER 


AT  DOWNHAM,   IN  THE  ISLE  OF  £LY. 


Bj  fFILLIAM  HUNTINGTON,  S.S. 

MINISTER  OF  THE   GOSPEL 

AT  PROVIDENCE  CHAPEL,  LITTLE  TITCHFIELD-STHEET, 

AND  AT  MONKWELL-STEEST  MEETING* 


SSIST    THOU    A   MAN  WISB    IN   HIS    OWN   CONCEIT?    TRCtB    IS   MOBB 
■  OfE   OF   A    FOOL  THAN  or    BIM.      PrOT.  XXvi.   12. 


LONDON: 

rilNTBD  BY  T.  PENSLBT^  BOLT  COUBT,   FLBBT  8TBBBT. 

Sold  at  ProTideace  Chapel  on  Monday  and  WedncOay  Eveningi,  and  at  Monk. 
welUStteet  Meeting  on  Taefday  ETenings  j  by  T.  Green,  No.  93,  and 
J.  Bakeo  No.  z%6,  Ozford-Street ;  George  Calladine^  Bookfeller,  LeU 
ceftcr;  Benjamin  Gateward^  Watchmaker,  Hitchin,  Herts;  Thomas 
Barfton,  Market  Place,  Grantham,  Lincolnihire;  at  the  Chapel  in  the 
Cliff;  Lewes,  Suflcx  i  and  by  A.  Batten,  fen.  Wellwyn,  HertSt 
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SIR, 

•  •     r 

t  /     « 

HE  Godot  all  grace  neither  applauds 
nor  approves  of  that  conceited  wifdom  which  .will 
make  a  man  an  offender  for  a  word»  and  He  in  wait 
for  hini  that  reproves  in  the;  gate.  But  it  (eems 
that  i  have  offended  .more  than  once  i  in  your  pul- 
pitj  and  likewife  from  the  prefs.  ,  , 

One  great  offence  from  your  pulpit  was,  bidding 

linnersj  convinced  of  unbelief  to  aik  faith  of  God« 

.  '.  ■ 

But  the  greateft  offence  feems  to  be  taken  from  two 
paffages  ig  my  two  fermons  lately  publifhed  on 
<*  The  Lofs  and  Reftoradon  gf  the  Image  of  God 
in  Man."  -  ^*  God^s  image  in  Adam>  and  all  hi^ 
<*  fours  adorning,  was  owing  to  the  indwelling  of 
<<  the  Holy  Ghoft;  andj  when  that  fweete{^  of  all 
^*' comforters  took  his  leave^  all  was  gone/'  Page 
51«  The  other  paffage  is^  <'  When  Adam  loft  his 
*^  native  righteouihefs^  the  entrance  of  guilt  opened 
'*  his  eyes^  and  he  (aw  that  he  was  nakedj  for  the 
'^  Holy  Spirit  with  all  his  adorning  left  him.** 
Page  i  14. 

At  thele  capiul  offences  you  have  ftormed  and 
raged  for  many  months»  belabouring  poor  Adam  at 

A  i  a  iad 
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a  fad  rate.  ^*  Adam/'  you  fay,  "  never  had  graeei 
<^  Adam  was  a  good  and  an  upright  natural  man  i 
«»  Adam  pjvc^h^  tbc,Sj»r^of  Gpdi  Ad^m  never 
«  was  a  lj)mfu'al  tnanj  Ad**  wis  a  natural  mani 
«<  and  this  you  will  defend  as  long  as  you  have 
«  breath,''  &c.  And  your  audience  has  caiight 
the  fame  flame — <*  Huntington  has  quite  miffed  d» 
*^  mark  s  he  has  now  done  for  himfelf  s  he  ^m  cut 
<*  himfelf  all  to  pieces  in  this  book;  be  is  incon- 
<'  fiftent  with  himfelf;^  t(c.  '  AH  this  may  be  true, 
for  I  km  no  more  perfcft  than  Mr.  Britton. 

*  About  my  firft  offence  ypu  might  have  cfi/puted 
with  me  before  I  left  Downh^  j   and  about  the 
other  you  might  liavc  written  m  a  friendly  manner 
to  mf,  .and  I  wquM  mod  willingly  have  informed 
Jrou  what  fupport  I  Jiavc  for  .my  arguments.    Bu| 
this  would  not  anlWer  the  end  of  unprovoked  envy^ 
you  chofe  Xo  do  it  publicly  j  and  the  more  heterodox 
you  tould  miki  me,  h(  totfrfc  the  mbrt  orthodox 
you  muft  appear  J  Jind  by  beating  oUt  tnj  tlpcr  add 
jtdditionkl  flame  to  y<iur  owii  lamp^      You  have 
Jikewife  invited  another  to  affift  you,  who  has  pub- 
lifhed  a  twopenny  volume  of  poetry,  in  which  ho 
has  inferted  many  things  about  Adam,  as  though 
jthfcy  Were  taljcn  from  my  fermons,  which  were  never 
!n  the  It).    In  this  1  am  not  the  plaintiff,  but  the  dc: 
jfendant,    You  have  publicly  attacked  mi  from  you|^ 
pulpit,  and  I  now  fend  you  this  public  s^nfwcr,  thtf 
^you  may  Ijave  ap  opportunity  (pf  difpliying  youc 
Vifdom;!  and  of  Tulfillirjg .  your  promifC|  to  otppofc 


and  familiarity  widi  the  mofl:  high  and  et^o^  Qoc^ 
tvtdmit:  i)tnng  .fiMtfifdo  vrnb  4>il1M^-mig^  .  nand 
ibrmflifed.^flrklril  fpMt:4£nccJireUiidQQ;And5M4i»?il|Uidr 
in^v  slBpcaSiy  Jnheni  h.  teaift  of  ZiMi^/:c^i.:fpaa 
gfieady  beloved  Qf!Gdd>  feiadng  0tvii]hi  bisr%^pgA 
lirbolljr  ^rCdLuig  hia^  and  ajtt  his  OMnefine^rismiir'S 
Ifxbioochipttoni  *  at  theil^t  ^  u  ugd*  And  jthc 
Morai^difci{ilc  was. Miat»  fitaiwrii  '9«tcli  Aichawr^ 
Ht  tMbri  appeannos  cff  one;-)^  tba  bcftiro^y;  iiM?0:>  at 

.t^orfliip  the  heavenly' me(fti^r. .  ^£vcIl:^he  fifibr.  oa 
Uriiidi;  Babuun  toAt^  ii)ir(dd|  firii:  t9  :tbe  ^^\m  ont 
fide  Df  the  mixl;  arid.thesito  tbe  wall  K>n  the  ^chcri 
ftfid^:  dioug^  crudly  heateOi ,  ytf  AH  do'tm^'  $nd 
wafuld  go  no  &riher>  beifig  (o  tetyified  at:  the  fight 
of  the  aogeL  If  it  be  replied  (hat  Adam  jiad  no  fm 
(AldiOis  I  dnfw^ri  qo  more  had  the  al^4 

'ft.  And  it  is  a  myfiery  to  me  bow  Adam.  couId> 
iA  foon  as  created^  fiu-chwith  fp^  with  fi^ch  prompt 
titude^  unlefs  the  Spirit  of  God  gave  him  utterance; 
mA  iiQW  he  could  (o  readily  give  names  to  ?1}  t)if 
creatures  that  God  had  made,  without  the  fpirit  of 
.wfidom  and  underftanding  f/om  above:  and  a 
cnyAery  it  msSk  appear  to  aU  meni  if  they  confider 
whait  im^  bftyc  obferved— ^tb»j;  the  iwnt^  which  he 

A3  gave 
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|ave  them  were  perfeftljr  a{>{)Kaible  to  tlMr  .dif^ 
ferenc  natures  s  the  confideration  of  which  drew  the 
fdllowing  aflertion  tvtn  jfroni  Pla(x>,  aff  beachcn 
phtbrophtr :  ^^'He  Was  moft  wife  diu  firfl:  iaipoieid 
'c  names  on  things  ^  yiSiy  had  nu^  Muoi  human 

«*  wiltidm.'*  '  •  '-  -  ' 

'  5.  l^he  g/eateft  facred-  chronologer  thatrerer  I 
rttd  has  €he:feHdwing  woi^a:Ji^:irhat  maiiiiiid  the 
*<  ufe'of  ifpeeeH  'hn  hon  as  br  was  created^  and  a 
'^  langnage  inr  which  toMpre&^.tlie(faotiaiehcscfhis 
*^  mind;*  confeqiienfljr,  that  Qoi  tndtibd  htm*  wfah 
^  thi&  fpeech  or  language^iac  the  time -he  faceatbed 
**  int6  huA  the  btisach  of  tife/ssreyideht  fitani  die 
*<  hiftory  of  the'  creation  as  deltanred  by  -  Mofei: 
^  fer'  Adami  in  the  tkf  that  4ie  was  created^  before 
•^^  ho  firft  flecp,-or  that  Eve  ^w^  feraicd  of  his  rib, 
*^  gave'  a  name  to  e^ry^  btsA^  of  the  earch»  ^  aixl  to 
*'  every  fowl  of  the  airt  and  wbatfoever  Adam 
^^  callbd  every  liWng<cr^turc»:  that  was  the  name 
**  thereof  So  that  no  man,  who  knows  i^nd  be- 
^  lieves  the  hdy  i<!ripturei  can  doubt  of  man^s 
^  having  the  ufe  of  fpeech,  or  bis  being  in^^ircd 
'^  with  the  gift  of  a  language,  from  the  very  xima 
**  he  was  created  j  I  fay  infpired.**        » 

4*  And  another  very  learned  divine  has  thefe 
words:  "  Were  the  wifcft  men  living,  yea,  ^  ge* 
^'  neral  colle£^ion  of  all  the  wife  men  in  the  world, 
*^  to  make  an  eicperiment  of  their  (kill  and  learnings 
*'  in  giving  names  to  all  living  creatures  fuhabfe  cd 
^'  their  natures,    and  expreffive  of  their  qualities. 


<    7    ) 

^  they,  woukf  qpiickly  perceive  the  lofi  ^ey  have 
**  incurncdi  At^uaintsnce  with  the  works  of  God^ 
**  fpiritu&l  and  natural,  h  loft,** 

5 .  If  I  am  not  niUch  miftaken,  I  remember  reading, 
in  one  of  the  works  of  Mr.  John  Qunvan,  words  to 
Ihis  cl^ft :  <''Adam  knew  feve  the  Lmt'^^hy  Uiat 
'^  the  three  difcl  pie's  on  the  mount  knew  ^biesilIKi 
*^teliaS*5  namcftby  theinfpiration^bf'Tifc 
*^  Spirit.    .  

.6/ 1  have  read,  in  one  of  the  greatklt  diVihes  Aac 
ever  old. England  "produced.  Words  fimtkir' t6  thiefe: 
^VThc  knowledge  aimed  at  to  be'rccoVerid' 6y 
*^'mcn,  wis  given  unto  mah'tkhar1S,;'tfrttb  Ac^j 
*'  in  onfcr  to  Bis/walkirtg  Widl  bt^/  tmto  BiaPJ^^^ 
^'  pematural  eridwhereurito  he  Wks^appointed :  fcr^ 
*^  after  hc'was  furhiflied  with  att'  his  endowmdfits, 
•*'ihelaw  of  life  and  death  Was  given  to  him*,  that 
'*' he  "iftiight  know  wherefore  he  received  them; 
^*  therefore  foreknowledge  ih  him  was  Jpbifun^d 
^  znd/an£lified  i  even  that  knowledge  which' he  Jiad 
^  by  nature,  in  i-efpcft  of  its  priiirfplc  and  tnd^ 

.7.  Our  very  fublime  poet  has  the  following 
Jpecch  in  his  performance : 

Thtis  far  to  tTy  thee»  AdaiHt  I  w:^  j^(Qas*d, 

An<l  ^d  tbc6  knowing  not  of  bead  alone,  1 

Which  thou  baft  rightly  namM,  but  of  thyfelf, 

Es^preffing  well  thejpirit  within  theefree^ 

My  im^gft  not  Imparted  to  the  brute, 

A4  Whofc 


(  t  ) 

XVii^e  jfbllbwdiip  tbetefisce,  unmeol  fir  tbar^ 
Good  t9$Spn  W9S  thou  fr^j  ibovMft  diflikrr  - 
And  be  (o  minded  (Ull ;  I,  eie  thoa  fpak^ik, 
Kj9^iK.ilOPt,goodfo¥mantobe.abQe.  . 


<  '  i 


^.  AJejarned  Jew,  in  hk  comma^t  on  Adam's 
^^cK  JtQ.  Gp4  at  the  reception  of  Eve,  deckres  it 
»  jly  jip  yoicc  of  the  Holy,  Ghptt— «  The  Holj 
^*  Spirit  fays  thos*— Fi^r  /i^rx  cdufejhall  a  man,  knq 

:]  /0^^/f^^!^^*  ^^<«//  ckfufi  to  bis  w^.*' 
.  .  y.  XKj  !^g^»gp  jpf  fcriptuEC,  ,at,  the  formation 
Md;  qiiicl^ning  of  A^iq,  ^c<s  with  other  part; 
cif  feriptocc,  whtqb  a^  fully,  expreflive  of  divine  in- 
.^ratioi^  fufh  as^  Come  from  tbofour  winds,  0  brcaib^ 

49^  h^^bfiMpffn  Jb0J^^  which 

rs^jl^xsyf^i^  ej^lfuifieci  of  God's  putting  his  Spirit 
.wjkhia.^bcm^.and.  caa(ing.  them  to  live.  Moreover, 
.thc,$piiour,  ia  breatj^n^r  ujpon  his  dif<nples^  whep 
^Jle  .faj4>  JifcHveje  tbe^ol^  Cbqfi,  feeoH  manifeftly  to 
allude  to  the  infpirationc^Adfim.  And  that  myfienous 
^pe^ch  in  Job^  where  he  fkys,  ^l  tl>c  wbile  wj  brcatb 
is  in  me^mdthe  Spirit  of  God  in  my  nqftrils,  ieems  to 
,aUude:t(^  God's  breathing  into  Adam's  noftrils.  the 
breath  of  life,  when  he  became^  a  living  foul ;  which 
life  was  fbmething  more  than  fknply  forming  die 
foul  witliin  hkn,  and  giving  feniktions^  afieftions, 
'  and  motions^  to  the  Acuities  of  it,  for  diefe  remamed 
with  himf  (though  corrupted)  after  his  falL 

Nor  does  it  mean  communicadng  vital  heat  by 
the  foul  animating  and  quickening  the  bociy,  and 

giving 


giving  It  animal  fpirtts^'fer  ahioial  Mk'^bodcvAA 
HdiLth  kktv  firt  and  .death  entered  into  fmi:  **^Ad3ni 
foffeitccJ' a  "higher  Kfc  than  mhef  of  thefei  ti  life  iii 
th*^  fivotif  of  God;  w  wb^  fittotir  there-  isUffi  a 
li^briovcanadcligfcfiri  Ood;  ^  li»  of  diti«ntii 
nion  iod  filloWffii^- with'hifnv  ^Jf  it^ttiat  i*iiny 
fenfe  be  caUed^a  natural  lifel  it  fliuft  9k  hbttxlEt  S 
ivasf  tiattH-al  to  him  in  that  (late,  he  bSt^'Qie^A  in 
God*s  image,  bf  which'ffns*  wa^  a  prihdpiI'pat/> 
byt,  wkh  re^ed  coGo^/lc'^as  cff^i^ine  origti^ 

And  it  k:  a  myftery  to  tne  how  Adam -could- iii  , 
fliad^ -in '€he  image '€>f  the  living  God,  y4io^I^ii 
wi RtT^ .  and  yet  have  )t^h»t/piiritUal*  nor  'dM»i'ii/k 
fin  hita>.  Whafierer  Kfe  it  usts,  Jldam.  fcrfeitM  u^ 
ind  w^ten;  fin  entered  into  jhim^  a6d~  the^jpleafiircsiaf 
luft  bg|[ttk<to.<q)trate^  fae  6imd  a/delttv^-j|j|t  i«  cht 
cataal'pktfvres  of  iin.  H(r4  are^ht^lirftrMllitobg^ 
t^  ik<  <dd»mani  whkku.emuptt  ftcmdin^ta  ib^dgf 
Mijkl  /ij^A  And.  when  th^.  feotwcc  oC  fifet  M*rf> W 
tercdl,  tbcia  guiltt  ibamej  ^nd  wrath,  o¥eir«^l$nfi^ 
him»  afK}  he  became  fiilkni  ,^  hia  .hearjt  firett^ 
4igain(l  the  Lord ;  his  ipif4  ^a^  alienated  from  htf9 
and  at  aarnity  widi  him>  as  are  tiU  his  cbildr^  t^ 
,tha  day;  and  fo  lays  P^uL.  HavUtg  their  un^njmd^ 
Htg  dttrkwed.  ieing  alien^ed  from  the  life  ef  Q<4 
ibroHgb  the  igneranee  that  is  in  iiem,  iecau/e  of  the 
Uindnefs  of  tbeir  heart.  Eph.  iv^  1 8.  Here  Pau( 
/calls  it  thtUfe  of  God.  Aod  whtn  did  this  enmity 
.and  alienation  take  place  ?  As  foon  as  Adam  fell 
then  he  became  a  lover  of  fin  and  death,  and  an 

coemjr 


(  16  ) 

tnhmj  to  the  'Sor»  of  God»  who  g:«ide  :hftn»  tod 
gavee- him  tife;  and  fo  lays  the  Sayiour,  H#  tiai 
J^netb  againji  mf^ongelib  bis  ownjoidy  all  Aty  thai 
Ifate.  m  km  death  ^^oy,  viii.  36.  •  iferc  began  our 
alienadon  frooi  the  life  of  God  But  how  it  oao  be 
^ed  .the  life  of  God  if  there  was  npthiog  \^rUuel 
pr  Swi^  in  i^  is  if  hat  I  cannot  comprehend. 
i.  iQk.  I  believe  that  the  Holy  Ghoft  enftsrcd.Mtfo 
^V4a^^whea  42ie  Lord  breathed  ktfo  h^  nqftrik 
^ht  Sprit  (f  Ood  hath^made^  m^  fays  jQbi;^tab/. tbi 
iftatb  of  tb$  ALrmglHy  hathgiopi  me  /|^|  chap;x30LtiL4. 
iti^pA  I  believe  the  whole  ^  ibrmati^n  of  Adaoi's 
IbuU  with  all  its  endowmecNts,  was  •.  completed  by 
4thc  Holy  Spirit;  (hat  'it'  wa^he  that linfliienced  him 
imrii  41.:  life  of  l0ve  and  delight  in  God^  and> 
W^  a  IpA-it  of  reveladon  and  tindfsrffattitfing^  in* 
^ired'  him-  with  all  that  wildom  tfnd  knowledge 
that  he  h^d  in  the' mind  and  will  of  God^  of 
iiimftMv  of  Bve,  and  of  the  other  Works  of  God« 
'And,  moreover)  that  Adam  fpoke  every  word  as  die 
^^rit  of  Grod  moved  him  and  gave  him  utterance} 
W  rather,  that  it  was  God,  by  his  Spirit,  who  fpoke 
in  Adam;  this  I  think  is  confirtbcd  by  Chrift 
bimftlf :  T[be  Pbarifees  came  to  Je/us  temptmg  hm^ 
'Ondjofing  unto  bim^  Is  it  lawful  for  a  man  to  fut  auuff 
bis  mfe  for  every  cau/e?'  And  be  anfwered  andfaid 
^mto  tbem^  Have  ye  not  ready  tbat  be  wbicb  made  tbem. 
at  tbe  begtming  made  tbem  male  and  female  f  and  fnd^ 
For  tbis  cauje  fhall  a  man  kave  fatber  and  motbetf 
andfiaU  cleave  to  bis  wife-,  and  tbey  twmnJbaU  be  one 
fiejb.  Matt,  xix.j — 5.    The  words  in  the  fifth  vtrie 

were 


I 

>%7ere  M  fyciken  or  articulated  by  Adani)  Gen*  it.  24* 
But  Chrift  does  not  fo  miich  as  mencton  Ad&ni)  bbc 
leaves  Kirti  quite 'Otlt  of  ihe  queftiois  anddedacoi 
'that  the'd^ator  of  Axiamt  and  the  fp^eakefinAdam,' 
^Gddl  Xiod  made  them  male  &ifd  (efnaie;  ^ani 
God'  faid;''  For  this ' caiJiJe  jbalt  n  man  tio^ef^er  and 
-moibi^i^iiftdtttave  to  his  wi/iyGcc*        /*  i 

ft."  MoreAver;  the  wb'r  ds'^Ipcfken  by  Ada  Ai  t  were 
dn'projihctic,*for  there  were  no  chiMHM  dpon  earA 
to-  rnarry  at  that  fihic';  h6rwc*e  there  My  fatheii 
^•thbthefstlheti'tof  forfake.  -  Adam  had  •  begoltcn 
none,  nor  had  Eve  conceived.  *  Th^  wo^cfeTpokaft 
were  to  be  fiilfflled  in  fuctire,  aiW  are  regarc^ed  anit 
obeyed  to  thi§  dayby  them  ihatclov^  ^nS  fear  GodSi 
Aot  ^s  the  words  iif  Adam>  but  as^  the  words  ^of  God^ 
43>ntadning  im  iE>rdiiiance  and  appointmeoc^  lA^ 
y^t  are  told :  tim  'p^hecy^Mme  npf^  in  loU  'Jinur:l^  tik 
wittif'iMMt  but  boif  min.  tf  God  J^e  as  ^ay.wat 
muKed  hy  the  Holy  Gboft.  2  Peter  k  21.  Thori  it  ik 
{dain  that,  aa  Adslm  was  a  hdly:iiian^>hB»^rophco)r 
^ih  came  from  the  fame  divine  tnodoni;^  ^  .  » 

'is;  Nor  will  it  be  eafy^a prove  that  alCJir^isugk 
ngwat  ly  inj^atim  of  Gad  (ft  Tim.dii;  i6.)::if:  tbat 
part  of  fcriptnre  fpoken  by  Adam,  which  is  bbe.  firft 
prophecy,  came  in  old  time  from  the  will  of  a  -na- 
tural man.  Nor  do  I  believe  that  Chrift  Jefus 
would  have  enforced  thbfe  words,  and  have  given 
^chemi  bis  landion  and  -  corifinnation«  if  they  fprang 
frtmi  fuch  a  fburccrfor  he.feldom  favpure^-che  prer 
cepts,   doArifies>  *  and    coraniandment^   of  men. 

Hence 


(  «  ) 

AttbwAdAmm  hi^  Hin0G€iit<ft%|G  to^be  ^ojrtliiiig 
nmtc  thiui  a  ;MCiir»l  ftiady  y^  tfob  plfinj  (hrni  the 
word  of  Gddi  that  the  Holy. Ghoft  was  in  hioij  aiitf 
ioflutooed  him  vfUh  love  wd  holincisj  ^nd'  iii^Hretf 
bimt  and  diacGo49  by  his  ixioft.boly,  Spirii^  fpake 
in  him  and  by  him.  Nor  do  I  beiicvc  (}»tMr.fiAiTr 
Tow»  ivith  a^  hit  fuppoicd  endowniemsi  cfn.  c^me 
within  a  thoufaod  kagucs  of  that  divine  wifibniy 
itnowledgt,  hoUnefi^  and  love^  that  were  in  Adamir 

13.  We  read  in;he  Bible  thatAdaqi  wM  created 
ifi  the  iiMge  of  (jod :  Let  us,  laid  Qod  tjie  Father 
|o  Qod  ibc  Son,  mfhe  man  in  out  image,  tfkr  Mr 
Wmejs^  The  iwaage  of  the  Faithcr  and  tb^^Spoii 
^0  atid  the  fame  \  for  Chjrift  islti^  hfightndk  e[  hk 
j^o^,  Mi  Hm  ixfrefs  image  ofhiiftr/m.  Kcb.  L  j^ 
And  .we  read  that  die  detb  of  God  nft  predefti&aood 
to  bc'conformed  to  the  im«ge  of  Cbr^^^  I  fiiQuk} 
tie  glad  if  Mr.  B&itton  would  point  out  ihe  di& 
fepence  between  this  image  in  Adam  and  die  imagr 
in  a  true  believer;  .for,  if  thisglorbus  image  be  the 
iuac  in  both^  and  it.  be  granted  that  etery  true  be* 
liever  that  hath  the  image  of  Chrift  ftamped  upon 
Ais  fold  }&  t  a  ^iritual  maup  as  Paul  lays  he  i^  I 
Aiould  think  diat  Adam^  in  his  innocent  ftaie>  mufli 
be  yery  much  like  one. 

It  may  be  anfwerodj  that  Adam  was  created  in 
the  image  of  God,  and  therefore  in  that  ienfe  k  wal. 
natural  to  him ;  but  hb  (landing  in  this  o^ft  bltfled 
ftate  was  oonditional,  according  to  tbe  tenor  of  tie 

law 
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law  of  creationi  or  the  covenant  of  works ;  which 
covenant  he  broke,  and  this  bleflcd  image  was  loft» 
and  another  obtained ;  and  in  that  image,  and  after  . 
that  likends,  Adam  b^ot  a  ion,  and  all  his  ehil- 
iDren  by  nature  bear  the  fame,  which  image  God 
deifMfefl ;  and  therefore  he'  has  chofen  his  eled:  ii^  tf 
better  head,  and  'appcMiited  thcfm  a  better  'fishery 
and' hdd  predeftinaced  them'  tob^  conformed  to  thia^ 
Image;  which  cofhes^  hbt  through  Adam, -but 
through  Chrift ;  dot  by  natural  gcnferttionT^^  rf 
khody  ncr  cf  the  will  of  tht  flejh^  mr  tf  the  will  rf 
moHytki  of  Gody  and  that  by  fpirttual  regeneration  i 
and  this  image  is  now  fecured  to' us  by  a  better  co* 
venant,  eftabliihed  upon  better  promifes,  &c«  AH 
this  muft  be  granted ;  yet  it  makes  no  diffeiedce  tQ 
the  image.  The  image  that  was  in  Adftm,  and  that 
in  a  real  believer,  feems  to  me  'to  be  one  and  the 
fame  mod:  holy  thing ;  fo  that,  if  the  latter  be  a 
Spiritual  man,  as  was  before  obfcrved,  the  former 
muft  be  very  much  like  one,  * 

14*  The  way  by  which  the  apoftle  exprefles  k 
makes  it  one'  and  the  fame,  both  in  Adam  and  in 
fill  believers ;  and  J  believe  that  the  image  and  like* 
nefs,  in  which  Adam  begat  his^fons,  is  the 'fame 
tiding  which  the  apoftle  calls  the  old  man  of  im» 
which  is  the  exprefs  image  of  the  devil,  and  which 
is  faid  to  be  put  oflf  when  the  new  man>  with  the 
image  of  God^  is  put  on.  Lie  ftot  one  to  another^ 
feeing  ye  have  pit  off  the  old  man  with  bis  deedsy  and 
l^five  tut '  0f  the  nfw  man^  which  is  renewed  in  know^ 

led^e. 


(     Hi   )) 

iidg^f  afurJh:imge  of  htm  ibai  :cr$ated  bim.  Cpl.  liL 
9^  lo*     And  again:  But  accorJing  to,  bis'  meny  be, 
J4ve4  ¥s>  h  ^be  wnping  of  rfgeMtratisfi  tmd  renewing 
rf  the  Holy  Gb^.    Thus  lii*  5*     This  word  nnew^ 
ing  fcfcns  to  mean  reftoring  /orBCChiog  to  mankind 
which  mankind  hac^  before.     We  refd  of  rauzomg 
^  ali^fr,  which  mean»  rf  pairing .  pf  icj  ^ .  in^kii^ 
ic  )o<^  as  jitcdfd  whea  it  w^s  m^>  ior  wbep  fitft 
iniilc    So.  ;we  read  alfo  of  nHfumg  tbe  kmg4im  tf 
Satil^  wJ>ich  n^ans  rcinAai;in^  him^  and  confirmtng 
liim  in  his  kingdomj  and  making  it  more  public 
and  piore  ftrong«.   Hence  the  apolUe's  meaniog 
feems  to^  carry  t^is  in  it;-tWhen  Adam  was  firil 
createdi  ^ncl  appeared  a  new  creature  in  t^e.  worU^ 
h^  %ppesLftd  IP  the  image  of  God »  but  Jn  emeredt 
mi4  4e^b  Jy  Jn;  '^nd  fo.  the  divine  ioxage*  widi 
which  the  H0I7  Ghoft  adorned  Ada(n>  was.  defaced 
and  lod}  but  God  has  cbofen  os  in' another  head^ 
09d  ^re^fe:  us  anam  in  Cbrift  Je^i   for>   bei^g 
chofen  in  him^  and  upited  to  him  vi  the  purpofe 
ilind  covenant  of  God>  the. Holy  Spirit  qomes  upon 
utj  and  wafhes  away,  the  guik  i^d  filth  of  iin^  and 
in  a  meafure  blots  out  the  devils  in>age  in  us ;  and* 
by  producing  the  abundance  of  graqe^  we  are  re- 
n^wedi  at^d  the  new  man  is  formed  &  and  this  new 
man  isj  by  every  believing  and  transforming  view 
of  Chrift  by  faitb^  rcnc^ved  afreOi,  after  the  image 
of  him  that  created  man  at  the  firil«    This  feems  to 
he  the  unftrained  fenfe  of  the  apoftlc.    And»  when 
Chriit  is  ipeaking^of  the.  old  oian  of  f^j  and  the 

new 
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new  tnm  of  grace,  he  fays,  Thai  tobicb  is  horn  tifiH 
fiefh  ts  fitfi)^  and  that  which  is  horn  of  the  Spirit  a 
j^M^,  He  does  not  fay  that  hi^  which  is  born  of 
cbe  Spirit,  but  tim  which  i;  born  of  the  Spirit,  is 
fpiriti  nor  does  Clnift  fay  t(  ^  of  4  fpintyal  naturei 
the  words  exprefs  a  ftronger  fcnfc  t — that  ^bic^  a 
bam  of  the  Spbrk  isjpirit.  An4i  if  this  be  true  ojf 
every  fod  renewed^  it  is  no  kfs  true  \b  Adam»  whil4 
he  ftood  in  the  image  of  God.  i 

Fprthermore.  We  are  not  to  undetftand,  by  thft 
image  of  God  in  man,  any  extendi  form  or  ffaape } 
for  to  whom  mil, ye  Uhm  Qod?  or  ivbai  lifun^  will 
yi  tompars  unto  him  P  lia.  xl..  1 8.  Adam,,  lilce. tho 
King^B  daughter,  was  aU  glorious  witbbi.  God't 
image  confifted  of  the  endowments  of  the-  mind«-^ 
the  divine  adomings  and  embellifhments  of  his  fouk 
There  was  in  him  the  light  of  the  knowledge  rf  the 
^ory  of  God.  A  divine  radiance  Aone  through  hXml 
Hence  man  is  called  the  image  and  gloty  of  Gcdi 
I  Cor.  xi.  7*  He  was  created  in  erigbteat^t^  '^mti 
true  boHnefs.  CoL  vL  10.  The  great  •command* 
oKent,  in  the  law  of  creation,  is  love  to  God  wid| 
all  the  fouL  This  law  was  his  rule  of  r^hteoufnefs^ 
and  it  was  fpiritual;  it  reached  to  his  foul,  and 
threatened  both  body  and  foul  with  temporal  and 
eternal  deaths  it  was  holy,  it  was  jud,  and  it  was 
good.  Adam's  righteoufnefs,  therefore,  muft  Hand 
on  an  equal  footing  with  this  ^w.  He  therefore 
muft  love  Qod  with  all  his  foul  i  he  muft  be  in-* 
Ipired,  he  muft  tst  holy,  he  muft  be  juftj  and  be 

muft 


f    i6    ) 

irraR  be  good;  and  God  faid  he  ««s  veiy  gaedj 
otherwife  he  .could  not  be  ftrifUy  ri^tec^  in  idie 
tye  of  this  law.  Di?eft  him  i^  any  one  ^f  thefe, 
even  of  invitation  only»  and  rHprfiere  is  the  image  of 
God  ?  God  is  a  fpirit  i  andwhem  k  Adam's;  righte- 
oufheTs?  ^e  law  is  Jpirisual,  iuiIam<amd,jM 
under  Jin^  iaya  Pad.  Adam  loft  inrpiradoit  when 
ke  fold  himfelf  and-  us  under  £i\}  nor  caft  we  ever 
fiand  before  that  law  till  in^atioa  be  refttired 
again.  72tf  iaw  cf  tbejpirk  if  life  in  Chrifi  J^us 
(and  nothing  eUe)  a»  ntahe  ^us  free  frcm  eith^  ibe 
hw  efjin^  wUeb  is  inw  matbenj  or  froib  tb^Uxo 
^  deaths  OigrMen,  en  iaUes  itf ftine^  .Adam  was 
trtakd  in  true  bolmtfsi  mX  that  wi^ich  made  him  fo 
was  the  divine  influence  of  the  Holy  Ghoft^  which 
was  divinely  fpread  throughout  all  his<fi>uli  and  that 
which  made  the  temple  holy  was .  the  fame  i  and  it 
is  the  iame  inw  which  makes  the  church  a  holy 
temple;  and  dicrefore  it  is  called  anb^ii^icn  fir 

'G$dtbr0tgb  the  Spirit. 

-    1 5*    But  it  may  be  objeffeed,  from  the  following 

pafiage,.  Tifo  Jirfi  man  Adam  'c^as  made  a  lifOingfeid^ 
the  i0  Adam  a  qtdckemngjphrit,  :  Hmbeih  that  tcraf 
ifot  firfi  yibicb  is  Jpirituah'  btft  tbat  v^kieb  is  mtHT^^ 
and  dfterftford  that  ,wbieb  is  fpirit nai.  Tbe  firfi  f/m 
is  ef  the  eanh,  earthy ;  tbefecondman  is  the  Lerdfrm 
heaven.  As  is  the  earthy^  fiich  are  tbty  alfi  tb^i  an 
earthy  I  and  as  thebeaoenly%fu£b  are  tbty  ^  that  ar$ 
heavenly:  and  as  we  have  borne  the  im4g^  cf  the  earibyt 
fooe  fiaU  aifo  bear  the  image  ef  the  btPVfinly^  jCcv^^n 

45a 
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45t'  46.  There  is  not  one  word  in  all  thb  quotadoa 
thic  afibrds  any  fiipport  to  fiiy  opponents*  Neither 
Patrij  nor  any  other  infpired  penman,  ever  called 
Adam»  in  hk  ftate  of  innocency,  a  natiard  man^ 
according  to  the  prefent  acceptadon:  of  tbatiterm^ 
nor  in.  any  odier  fenfe.  Nor  was  the  whbie,  and 
every  part  of  Adam,  of  the  earth,  or  earthy;  his 
foul  was  not  of  the  eardi,  nor  earthys  and  much 
le&  the  image  of  God  in  him.  What  the  apoftle 
b  dmi  prdviog  is  die  refurredtidn,  and  nothing  eUes 
and  we  know  that  there  b  nothing  raifed  at  the  re^ 
furreflion  but  the  body ;  and  lb  fays  Paul,  There  is 
m  tfeti^al iikfyf  mUtbereis  ajphritud  hdj^  iCor. 
xy.j|4,:  Ai|d  this  he,  proves  by  the  two  heads» 
A^m  and  Qirift»  Adam's  body  was  a  natural  one, 
fuppqr^  by  nacural  food,  ^nd  capable  .qf  fiifieringi 
andio  was  Chrift*s  body.?  ijaturaloncf  he  took 
part  of  the, children's.  (^(H,  a^  bloodjr  and  in  all 
thuQgs  (Gn  excepted)  WM  majk  like  unto  his  bre- 
threp*  and  lived  upon  natural  food,  and  was  capa- 
ble of  hunger,  thirft,  (brrow,  and  fuffering«  But, 
after  his  refurrc^ticHi,  afcen&on,  and  glorification, 
Chrift's  body  is  a  ijpiritual,  a  heavenly,  and  a  glo« 
rious  body.  And  then  the  apoftle  affirms  that  all 
who  die  in  the  Lord,  though  their  bodies  be  fown 
natuml  bodLes,  yet  they  jhall  1^  raifed  fpiritual  bo- 
dies 2  and,  though  they  have  borne  the  image  of 
£dlen  Adams's  botfiy  in  fiailty,  mortality,  and  death, 
bcijig  iubje&ed  t9  this  v^tyj  which  came  upon  us 

B  '    all 


(     i8     ) 

all  ihroisgjb  Adam's  fin,  yet  are  we  fubjefted  In 
hope :  for  at  the  reforrcAion  tbefe  bodies  will  bear 
the  image  of  Chrift's  heavenly  body ;  for  evtry  mu 
that  is  f€i^  Jholl  he  as  bis  mafier.  We  (hall  iee 
hiniti:he  is;  .our  bodies  (hall  awake  in  the  likenefs 
ofi  his  body :  yea,  we  (haH  be  changed.  Hr.  fik(£ 
change-  $wr  vile  todies,  and  fafhim  tbem  like  uato  bis^ 
gl^icus'  hmfy.  So  that  this  frail  part  of  the  enaiwrt 
Jball  bt  delivered  from  the  bondage  tf  eorruptiui  isiH 
the'  glomus  liberty  ef  the .  ebUdren  ef  God.  Ron. 
viii.  22, 

'•    *  •  \  «  I  •     • 

1  ftiail  now  attempt  to  mate  ibmeexcufesfermy 
otKer  ofFtncc,  which  is  thafl  of  teHthg-  fehfiblr  fin* 
ncrs,  (iruggling  under  the  workings  of  unbelief^  to 
aflf  faith  ot  God.  I  *  belie vhc!  haire^had  more  fuc- 
ceft  in  my  labours.  By  encouraging  awakened  fin- 
ner§  to  be  importunate  with  God  in  calling  upon 
hini,  than  cvfcr  Mr.  Britton  has  had,  or  ever  wiB 
hav^,  unlets  God  (hodd  make  him  acquainted  with 
that  invaluable  blcHing  fo  eflfentiai  to  the  miniftry— 
1  mean  an  unAuoua  experience  of  the  power  of  god» 
linefs.  But  you  have  got  a  curious  proverb  among 
you,  namely— that  '<  fouls  muft  be  born  again  before 
they  can  cry/'  Let  God  be  true,  but  every  mm  a  liar; 
and  this  proverb  is  i  fie^  both  in  nature  and  in 
grace*  For  Chrift  fays,  A  xvoman,  when  Jbe  is  in 
travail,  hatbjbrrow  becauje  ber  bntr  is  come;  but,  as 
foon  as  Jbe  is  delivered  of  the  ebild,  Jbe  rememberetb  no 
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'mrithe  Mgidjb,  fit  j$y  tbdi  d  man  is  'h^M  Iftfi^  the 
w^ld.  Andyi  new  tber^e  bdvtjerrofw  :\  hit  IwHl 
Jiiyw  apM^  and  your  heart  ^Jhallrejok'e:  .Xfac'caufe 
of  the  woman's  crying,  in  the  book  of  the  *Revela- 
tion,  is  not  becaule  (he  is  deliVeredi  biir  becaufe 
fhe  was  in  labour.  Jfndfit^  ieing-wifb  i^Md^  tryei, 
tran^iulhfg  in  Urtb^  and  pained  to  be  delivered.  Rev 
xii.  1.  They  that  ery  isKid  complain  of  tnavail  and 
fbiTOw  after  they  are  delivered,  and  when* nothing 
ails  them,  teiift  be  the  woift  of  hypocrites.  God's 
.ele£t,  V)be  ery  daya»td  tight  untv  bimi^^Mi  their 
-tolereft  cries  are  when  guilt  llings  them,  when 
iHame  and  confiifion  cover  them/ when  the  curie 
of  the  law  and  the  wrath  of  God  enter  into  them, 
when  the  fear  of  death  and  the  dread  of  damnatbn 
overwhehn  them-r-thefe  want  God  to  avenge  them. 
.God.  him(df,  fpeaking  of  Chrift  under  the  name  of 
his  type  (Cyrus),  lays,  Tbeyjhall  come  after  thee  in 
'^bainsi  tbey  Jball eeme  over i .  and  they  Jball  fail  dazvn 
^tmte  thee  I  they  fiall  make- fitppUcation  unto  thee. 
With  weeping  and  fupplications  doth  the  Lord  lead 
fuch.  But  furbly  theie  chains  and  tears  of  grief  can- 
not be  the  fruits  and  efieds  of  our  firft  love,  when 
perieA  love  cafts  out  fear  and  torment ;  for  then 
our  fpiritual  birth  is  made  clear :  at  fuch  times  God 
brings  out  them  that  are  bound  with  chains,  while 
the  rebellious  dwell  in  a  dry  land.  And,  although 
there  is  a  mod  fweet  and  heavenly  crying  at  times, 
yet  it  is  not  the  voice  of  them  that  cry  for  being 

B  2  overcome. 


overoMB^  Mir  the  voice  of  iktm  ia  cbiim;  fatt 

libe. voice  of  the  bridegroouiy  and  die.  Tolfie  ef 

die  bndtt  tbe  Toioe  of  cheooi  chat  l}uMl^  6r  iht 

If  no  fools  are  to  Cfy  or  pray  ^  God  uodl  tfaqr 
are  bom  again,  I  knov  not  where  thejr  would  Veat 
dieir  grief,  pour  out  dieir  cooipUintb  or  oift  Aor 
burdeo&i  for  in  geneval  att  nfagss-  hux  Gofl  M 
dieffl,  and  none  care  for  tb:ir  fhmiB.  But  God  txl^ 
them  to  caU  aa  iboo  as  Aitf  fotl  their  di(hefi«^ 
CaB  upm  me  m  ibi  HmerftrmMif  JviU  4di9er;  th^ 
Md  ibmifiglt  ^l&r^  me.  Here  they  are  conuiuM^ 
ed  to  call  upon  God  for  he^  as  (bon  as  dwr  tmnblfes 
come  ooi  and  they  are  to  call  upte  him  ^  4p* 
Iiverance,  not  after  diey  are  deliireredi  fin*  whan 
diey  are  defiyerrd  diey  are  to  offer  him  pndie  and 
thank^ving,  which  is  glorifying  htfn.  Pray/  wa 
Paul  born  again  when  he  called  firft  upon  6ol? 
Had  the  ^^t  of  love,  of  power,  and  of  4  &nai 
mind,  broi^t  Paul  forth,  when  the  Lcrd  Jaii^  te 
jbmoftmt  Inptire  fer  em  8mA  rf  TdrfiiSf  far  heboid 
bepresfeibt  Saul  prayed  when  the  commandoicnt 
entered  ioio  him,  when  fin  revived  and  he.  died  x 
and  it  was  after  this  diac  he  is  bid  to  arife  and  le- 
ceive  the  Hdy  Ghoft-  The  prevalent  groans  of 
Ubel  in  Egypti  the  pray ers  erf* Maoaflelh  c^Jabez» 
of  Peter  upon  die  water,  of  David  whea  die  fnares 
of  deadi  and  thd  puns  of  hell  got  hold  of  him,  when 
he  found  trouble  and  heavine£i>  and  called  on  the  < 

name 
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di<fedliiiarhii'i«pft.jgeamB  wi^rdf  ;dcialiMg  «i|tii(  hi| 

with  a  power  to  erable  them  to  lay  a  daim  txffq/k 
UhvraUA  tor  oodMrchffar  iottxdib  in^Umi ,  IZwiU 

ih$mym0h€ti$ r^ifff^  W;  try  iM»  m  pUit  wUh 
tkif'Jball^cMm:mif\fUmiy  md  I  tfriUbOz  Aiw^j  dt 

fr  jQT  (ML  Zech.  aiik  9.  To  diftoucagfe  pooir  £ji» 
iitrs.m  caUUig  opoo'God  virhen  they,  ace  alarmed 
or  awaketaed  tx>^ar  fig^  and  iimfebf  theb  fid  aiid 
daogcry  is  throwing.  ftmnUtbg  blbeke  in  die  way  ti 
the  city!of  rd(ugtf:/it  tk  aot  tdUiflg;the(kito.fly:frdm 
the  wiath^to  cotao^  but  to  fly  bto  it*  .  IBhe  dcfcrip^ 
tipn  of  God*s  ele&  i^^  that  tky  ay.^  md  n^t 
mfibim.  Ijikctn!u.%  And  the.mark  ^f  hypo^ 
elites  isy  ^tMi^^  irymt  vdsw  b^  UttiiA  jUm.  Jid» 
xmi.  ij.'  Totettfionets  in  feul-dtflrels  that  it  is 
in  Tain  for  thdm  to^ call  for  mercy,  is,birii^iiig  the 
fittne  heinry  tiditigi  to  their  ears  thjic  did  devil  brings 
to  their  hearts  1  and  fuch  are  miaifters  of  Satad^ 
.  B3  and 
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tad  «(e..ivi(nM  «f  cha:faito«fit' «f  ftrtikDMraf  I 
$lMe,'vA  «ev«r  Icaew  whiC  ^:)t»sft^  ctf  lo'.G^d 
iFom  th$  Jiort  Httwevci^iUtrf  we  i»  «««»■.# 
Cpd's  fcfft  «b^  werei  fti^MblMa^  >  4>r  4c  ^  tfcii 
hungnr  foul  (bathe  wiU  fill  urttk-eood  dlita8«»-'^«luie 
he  feods.ibc  lidi  ««i^»w«]fi  No  bcg^ag  aul 
pniTSiig*  ;IN>  hkfliDf^  ]t.-is-,fher|nor  iarfiwi  .ddtt 
Ciod  lifo.'fi^m  the  duft»  tMl  ihe .  baggKn  6019.  dit 
dunghiSi.Md  nwkes  tbeiA  ta:.infank:  the,tlAoae  of 
glotyk    Thde  who  priy.  io.lecftt  flMUJb^,  revuiAcd 

V;  God^  ia  his  commuib  tdk  utiwhithe  will  dp  Ai 
iB{  ^aod: k»p€Hnkcd': but  div'tntenr  W  br.uM^ 
drder  to  npvt  htm  tor  it  ^  Hr ^promifes  ii  doMrfi 
lus  fitmi  all  our  firthinds  .and  firpin  aU'  cAtr  idqlti 
'and  to  givc.u^  a  new  heart  dud  4  mw.  fpidtl  and 
that  iie  iviit^  oauft'  ms  to  wglki  in .  his -.ftakities  ani 
judgmentSi^iaiMi.to  make  usi^his  people,  and  that  he 
will  he.  our  God  i  and  that  then  we  ttiHX  loath  our^ 
lelvts  in  40ur  own  fight  for  iMiF>(|ns»  when  he  is  pa* 
cified  towaid  us;  and  thai  heiwiH  call  fondie  corn 
and  wine:.and  will  increaic  it,  and  lay  no  fiunioe 
uptm  us;  yet,  %bMs  fmsb  ^biUrdG^d^  t  will ya 
frrthisht  mjmed  cf  kyobe  hsn^t.  ^  Ifirad^.to  do  k 
fir  ibim.^  Ezek.  xxzW.  37.  To.  yield. obedieiice  to 
thefe  diviiie  orders  of  God,  accdnding  to.  the.  tenor 
of  the  woidi,  is  ibr  filthy  fiiinrrs. and. idokuois^  who 
Ut\  thd  buhkn  of  fin>  10  aik  God  to  cleanfe  thetn. 
Hard-hearted  iuhers^  who  (eel  their  hardncfib  ar« 

to 


(9  $itr.jil><W  ftt  lM>4(  «C  aefh  I  and  finof»3  kil^-' 
iqigtM#K.a  fpiijt;<>f- bondage  and  the  power  of  fii^ 
%K  tf».  jmi^  qt  jS^d,  |9r  a  new  ilptrit,  .  Thefe  an 
thcdivinetivAnrantsoCGodi  and  all  conviooed  fin* 
ncn  wiU,ycpturf  uptQQ  tl^f;^! ;  nor  will  Mr.  Bs^ttqv 
bf  ?^^ ,  tQ .  Hop  their ,  n^Quth^  ^  and  this  b^  tit^y  jQb^ 
iH,iiQfc  w|io  iuive  tri€4  hi^  cxpcriipcnc    Jejus^tbm 

vnthfflirx  nhiA^d,  binh  tbai  be  Jbould  Mi  his  pioce: 
^  bttrkdfo$mvb  tbe:mr€t  Tkoujm  ofMavUf  bavi 
nusmt  ^.>!9^*  /hd  Jifu^  fteed  ftill^  md  commandid 
bmj^,i^hrfiHgbtjmf^ ki^^ . Luke xyiii.  38— 40-  Jf 
ic,  bjc  a  csj^co  bid  ^wakei^ed  linners  10  aik  i&ith  of 
pod^  what  (hall  wc  fajr  of  our  Saviour*  who  fays^ 
^jfw  /Aj^/  are  e^  can  give  fpod  g^u  tmto  your  cbil^ 
dren^  hw  wmcb  tmrejb^  your  bemenly  Fatber.five 
tbeJJoly  Sfiri^  iq  tbem.fbai  (j/i  bim  ?  This  is  afking 
for  a  greater  gift  than  &ith«  Let  thofcj  who  tell  us 
that  none  cry  to  God  but  diofe  that  are  born  againi 
and  that  none  arc  to  alk  for  ^th  but  fuch  as  have 
already  got  it  s  let  thefe*  I  (ay*  inform  us  what  this 
new  heart  and  new  ipirit  is,  and  how  they  felt  them- 
felves  when  their  filthinels  and  their  idols  were 
purgied  away  ^  and  then  we  fhall  find  them  more 
jncohfiQent  with  themlclves,  and  more  full  of  felA 
contradi^iops,  than  ever  I  was. 

But  this  is  tauntingly  called,  bidding  the  dead  to 

rift.    God's  pronjife  is  to  the  dead,    Thy  dead  men 
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taii  Jmg,  jt- tkat  4aoM  In-^^,  ifUdk  iferri  1 9. 
thie  yoie6'«r  Chrift  tif' tkt  f^fjsel  i»  to 4iiel^ : ' TM 
JAm  «rawir<&,  and  now  H,  'vhtitfi*  Jtad /MUm^  lH 
voice  rf'  the  Sai  tf  Goiymdtbij  thii  bearlbia^Uni 
John  V.  25. '  But  then  my  wffit  opponBht  ftboU 
confider  that  real  ferrants  of  Chrift  are  mfofters  oF 
the  Spirit  ft  is  not  dicf  that  fpctk^  but  CixrS 
^aketh  in  them  i '  and  His  ^fd  \%  iiot  w^ak  but 
mightjr.  a  Cor.  xiii.  3.  Where  die  word  of  this 
kin^  is  there  is  power,  tabithai  arijil  A6biz.  40. 
fFben  tbou  ivaft  in  thy  bloody  I  faid^unto'  fhee,  Uoe. 
Bzek.  "xvi.  &.  There  is  more  f nc(>nfiften(ry  hi'hear* 
ing  a  man  dead  and  bound  (liki  MnB^itrov) 
hold  forth  the  promife  of  eternal  lire,  than  In  ht$t^ 
ing  a  minifter  of  the  Sphit  fkfi  yfwaki,  tbfnt  Aa 
/eepejt,  artfe  from  the  dead^  and' Cbrifi  Jball  give  Ati 
Ugbt.  Eph.  r.  14.  The  latncr  is  an  ambal&dor  of 
God,  fpeaking  by  divine  authority,  commanding 
and  raifing  the  dead:  the  former  is  the  dead,  in 
his  grave-clothes,  commanding  and  reproving  the 
living.  -       •       . 

Another  of  my  offences  is  feylng  diat  •'  the  firft 
^  thing  that  enters  the  foul  under  God's  teaching  yi 
•*  light.**  And  I  believe  the  lame  now.  Evuj  aik 
that  doetb  evil  batetb  tbi  ligbt,  neiiber  cemeib  to  tbi 
Ugbt^  lefi  bis  deeds  JBould  ke  refroved.  John  iiL  lo. 
If  light  is  not  the  firlt  thing  put  ford),  why  is  it  the 
firft  thing  bated  ^   The  Sphit  is  to«  reprove  Ac 
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«orld  of  £o ;  «nd  ii2/  tbinff  thai  ars  tepmei  ate 

^m^^^  is  ligbt.  £{>b./y.  ij.  The  faegumiDg  of 
ihe'  fgf^  wprk  ia  Paul  W99^  a  Jigbt  fldaed  rmmi 
0hHt  Mt,  obaw  tbt  Mgb^/s  of  the  Jmr-^3at  voice 
<W\t  9fterwaid9«  Aod  the  bvat  ^nds  ^firft  lA 
•PamI's  1^1^30  4od.  commiffion.  /  baoe  appeared 
mta  (bpfiite  makttbee  a  mnifier  and  a  witn^fs,  ietk  ef 
ihjc  things  xvUeb  thou  bq/l/eeii^  and  of  tbofe  things  in 
fhf^/eehich  ImU app&gr  unto  thee.  To  the  GentUu  I 
JM  iheei  to  open  their  eyes^  and  to  tun  them  from 
darknefs  to  lights  and  from  the  power  tf  Saias,aaio 
Godt  that  they  mof  receive  forgwenrfs  if  Jins^  andm^ 
ierita^tu  among  them  vihieh  are  Jiem^fied  iy  foHb  thai 
is  in  me. ,  A6ts  xxvic  i6-*-i8.  So  God  began  at 
.the  firft  appearing  of  Chrift,  The  land  of  Zehdon 
aft4  the  land  of  NaphtaH-^-tbe  people  thatw^ked  in 
ditf^Js  hofoe  fun  a  great  light -^  and  thtfe  that  Ja 
in  tke  regions  (fthejbadow  of  deaths  upon  them  hath 
the  light  fknned  And  perhaps  this  is  one  reafbft 
wjiy  Chrift  is  called  the  day-fpring  6om  oa  high 
isat  ?i/its  us. 

But  Mr.  BRJTTOir  f^ys  Ufe^  and  not  li^^  comes 
firft  to  the. (inner.  It  was  not  fo  at  the  CQorerfioi> 
cf  liaiah  i  light  came  firft  to  him ;  he  fam  before 
ht  felt.  I  faw  the  Lord  fittbfig  upon  a  throne  high 
and  lifted  up,  and  bis  train  filed  the  temple.  Move  it 
flood  the  ferapbims :  "each  one  had  fix  wings ;   with 

twain  he  covered  bis  face,  with  twain  be  covered  bis 


(  ^  ) 

/iet,  and  with  tzviAi  b^  diJ  fly.  And  mt  cried  imh 
Motbar^  mdjaidf  Hofy^  bdy,  bofy^  is  ^be  L^rd  ef  bofts^ 
tbe  wbtde  eartb  is  full  (f  his^^iory.  •  Atd  tbe  fqfis  ^ 
tbc  door  moved' ai  tbe  ^mte  tfbinitbMt  cfiedt  and  tbe 
bwfe  was  JlUed  wUb/moke,  then  Jnid  I,  IVe  is  me^ 
fir  I  am  undone,  becau/elam  a  manefuntkan  lips,  aid 
J  dwell  in  tbe  midjl  ofapeopte  ofunekan  Upsi  for  mine 
eyes  bavefeen  tbe  King,  tbe  Jjord  of  Hofts.  Iia.vL  1-^5'* 
All  thde  things  liaiah  faw  firft ;  the  Hve  coal,  o\ 
coal  of  life,  came  aftei^wards.  Atidfo  Paul;  he  ftrft 
faw  that  Juft  One,  and  cheti  hca^d  the  voice  of  his 
mouth.  Ads  nil*  14.  The  light  (hone  round  about 
htm ;  this  coUedted  his  thoughts,  and  raifed  his  at- 
tention,  and  afterwards  he  heard  tbe  voice  of  tbe 
Son  ef  God  I  and  they  that  bear  fbaU  live.  John 
▼•25.. 

But  you  avow  that  what  I  have  faid  of  Adam 
ha$  eftabli(hcd  Mr.  Fuller's  doftrine  i  for  you  fiy, 
^  If  Adam  was  a  fpiritual  man,  then  it  is  the  duty 
'^  of  all  Adam's  pofterity  to  believe ;  if  Adam  had 
'^  &ith  before  he  fell,  then  all  his  children  ought  to 
^  believe  afterwards."  I  (hall  not  labour  to  dif- 
prove  the  wi(clom>  nor  the  juftice,  that  appear  in 
this  inference.  But  I  have  at  times  thought  that 
there  were  fcarcely  any  rational  creatures  without  a 
faith  of  Ibme  (brt  or  other.  Milton  fays  there  was 
faith  in  angels,  and  in  Adam  too — 

I  made  him  juft  and  right ; 

Sufficient  to  have  flood,  tho'  free  to  fall. 


t4 
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And  fDirits,  both  them  who  flood  and  them  wlio  faird* 
Freely  they  ftood  who  flood,  and  fell  who  fell. 
Not  free,  what  proof  could  they  have  giv*n  finccre 
Of  trucallc|iaiice, 'coiiftant/fl/fA,  or  love,  '* 

Wkere-only  what,  tliey  needs  mtrft  do  appeared,' 
.»;  Nor v«hdt  they  womld?. . ^ ••••  .1.  • 

Aod  he  repr^fcoK  ohe^txlkykig  flAgbl  reproving. all •; 

•  »  -   »  »       -• 

^4       •<     f'--  ^  ''         ". .'  «  •,     •.■     >•«      •.i'i^ 

So  fpakexhe  feraph  Abdiel9^/V/&^/ found  ,  ,        ^ 

Among  the  Jajthlefsf  faithful  only  he ; 

A mon^  innumerable  falfe  unmovM, 

Uftfh'atkcn,  infeducM;  urtterrified, 

His  loysllty  he  kept,  hislovc,  hts^zeal;       -       »  - 
*  -^Nofnum^rv  nor  example,  with  him  WPodght      ; 
'  Tb'.fwenro  from  truth,  or  c(iafi^  hk  qooAml  mind, 
.;Tbaugb Angle, '.    '      ,       '    .:    ./.  .,i 

Nor  can  I  believe  that  God  created  Aiam  an.  in-  s 
fi(Icl<     God  is  faithful^  and  ther«  muft  be  fomething. 
like  faith  in  his  image,  >         .       .  .  t 

The  worlt  creatures  in  all  the  world  are  devils; 
and. James  (ays  that. they  believe  and  irembk.  Jan)es  , 
lu  19.     Next  to  devils  in  (in  are  hypocrites  ^  and  , 
cKcTe  Kavc '  ^ome  fort  of*  faith ;  for  furcly  they  would  ' 

never  ciy  out,  Who  Jhdll  dwell  with  devouring  fireJ  . 
JVbo  Jball  dwelt  with  everUJiing  turnings?  if  they  * 
believed  there  were  no  fuch  things.  I(k.  xxxili:  14.  * 
And  even  the  worft  of  heretics  have  a  faidi  i  for  * 

Paul 


J 
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Paul  (ays  God  feii^  (!hem  ftitmg  delafion»  that  they 
may  believe  a  lie.  a.Thefl!  u.  ii.  And>  d^pugh  I 
never  mentioned  a  word  in  my  life,  to  nnyknonr- 
ledge,  about  Adam's  having  faith,  yet  I  have  no 
doubt  b\i(  he  had,  becauie  the  Spirit  of  all  grace 
was  in  him.  He.  muft  believe  that  there  waa  a 
God,  becaufe  he  had  communion  with  him ;  and  I 
tlunk  he  beUev  ed  the  word  of  God.  And  what  wodd 
be  the  efieds  of  his  tiuii%reffion  before  he  ate  the 
fruit  7  for  Paul  lays,  Adam  was  not  deceived  i  there- 
fore  he  did  it  not  ignorantly  and  in  unbelief,  but 
went  voluntarily  into  it,  with  open  eyes,  againft 
both  faith  and  conscience.  .  So  did  not  £ve;  ibe 
Jerpent  bepdUd  ben  Ihc  fell  in  unbeliefr-^iibelieviog 
the  pofitive  denuociation  of  God,  and  giving  cfe« 
denge  ta  Satan'a  He :  TefiaU  nai /ttrefy  die.  Eve's 
heart  was  the  firft  womb  that  conceived  feed  by  the 
devil :  and  by  this  a£fc  Satan  obtained  the  title  of  l&f 
father  of  lies^  and  of  ^  murderer  from  the  hepnmng. 
Annanias  "and  his  ^ife  both  died  in  chiJd*bearing 
by  the  fame  fiithen  Wly  have  ye  conceived  tbU 
tUng  in  jomr  heart  t  Why  hath  Satan  filul  your  heart  t 
They  kifted  or  coveted  after  Mammon,  and  this 
brought  them  to  a  conjunction  with  Satan;  then  fin 
was  conceived;  Satan  filled  their  hearts;  and,  when 

luft  h^d  conceived,  it  brought  forth  Ian;— cfaey  lied, 

•        ■ .    .   . 

nQt.uqto  mehj  but  unto  God:  and  fin,  when  it  b 

fini^ied,  bring^th  forth  death ;   they'  ircre  both 

^  •  •• 

ftruck  dead  upon  the  fpot- 

IlhaU 
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I  ihall  tike  no  nodce  of  Robb&t  Skillbtbh*! 
poetry— that  has  its  anfwer  in  icfelf.  The  author^ 
with  refpeft  to  &ith,  is  as  lame  as  his  performance  i 
fer  neither  the  poet  nor  the  poem  have  a  foot 
to  ftaod  upon.  Even  in  an  empty  profeflion  ho 
is  but  a  woke^  and  in  nature  nodiing  but  an 

W.  H.  S.  & 
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SERMON. 


Isaiah  xxx,  li. 

.^P  HIS  BRB  ATH^  AS  AN  QVEBFLOWINO  StRS  AM» 
8HAI.X  REACH  TO  THB  MIDST  OV  THR  NRCK, 
TO  SIFT  THB   KATIONS  WITH   THE  SIBVB  OV 

vanity:  ANJD  tujsiie  shali.  be  a  £RU>IJB 

XN    THE    JAWS    OF    THE    PE.OPX.Ba    GAUStN^ 
THEM  TO  BRB. 

X  HE  prophet,  in  the  precediog  ycHes^  is  predift* 
ing  Jerufalem's  deftruf^ion,  and  the  abundimce  of 
God^s  grace  and  fpirit  upon  the  little  hills  of  Zioa> 
both  among  the  beliering  Jew^  and  Gentiles,  at 
that  time  i — verfe  25.  He  next  prophefies  of  the 
fup^rabounding  light  which,  in  gofpel  days,  ihould 
exceed  that  of  the  former  difpenfation  s  that  if  the 
church  of  God  was  called  the  fMoau  then,  it  ihould 
now  be  called  the^;r;  and  that,  if  there  were  chil- 
dren of  the  day  in  that  ftate,  the  light  ihould  be  as 
the  light  of  feven  days  in  this  j— verle  26.     He 

A  2  then 


(     4    ) 

then  proceeds  to  Chrift,  calling  him  tbe  nametf  tb^ 
Lwrd^ — in  allufion  to  God's  charge  to  Moies^  Offend 
him  not,  fir  my  nam  is  in  kirn ;  and  becaufe  the  name 
of  the  Lord,  proclaimed  before  Mofes,  Tie  Lsrd, 
tb€  Lord  God,  gracious  and  merciful^  fiow  to  anger, 
abundant  in  goodnefs  and  in  truth,  pardoning  iniquky, 
tranfgr(ffion^  andfm,  was  now,  in  a  moft  wofidcrfxU 
manner,  to  be  veriBedi  to  be  made  known,  and  to 
be  experienced  and  enjoyed  by  all  the  cleft  of  God. 
But,  as  this  nam^  of  the  t^ord  yras  fadly  provoked 
for  forty  years  together  by  the  unbelieving  Jews  ia 
(he  wilderncfs,  fo  it  would  be  provoked  again  by 
thofe  who  refufe  to  hear  his  voice,  and  harden  thdr 
hearts  againft  him,  as  in  the  provocation,  when  tjicir 
fathers  tempted  him,  proved  him,  and  (aw  his  works 
forty  years.  And  fo  likewife  it  would  be  with  die 
unbelieving  Gentiles,  againft  whom,  as  well  as 
againft  the  Jew$,  he  would  come  burning  with 
anger  j  and  thofe,  who  fct  themfelves  againft  him, 
ffaould  And  and  feel  the  burden  of  his  indignadoo; 
•  for  his  word  as  a  fire  (hall  kindle  in  them,  and  at 
lad  deftroy  them ;  and  my  text  informs  you  how. 
'  And  his  hreathy  as  an  overflowing  ftream,  JbaU  reach 
to  the  midfl  of  the  neck,  tofift  the  nations  with  tbejevi 
of  vanity :  and  there  JbaU  be  a  bridle  iff  the  jaws  oftb^ 
people,  cauftng  them  to  etr. 

In  this  work  I  will  endeavour  \q  give  you  my 
thoughts  in  the  following  order : 

I .  What  I  undcrftand  by  the  l.or4's  breathe 

Why  compared  to  ^ftream^ 

3.  The 


(  I  ) 

^.  The  neck  livhich  this  dream  readied  to.  ^ 

4.  The^^^  if  vanity  ufed  among  the  nations; 

5*  The  M'/&  i»  /i^  jaws  of  Jimersi  ^bUb  JbaU 
Utah  tbem  to  err.  ^      . 

.  The  firft  account  that  we  have  of  the  breath  of  • 
the  Lord  is  in  Gen^  ii.  7.  God breaibed into  bis  noftriU 
the  hteatb  of  life^  and  mtm  bccdme  a  living  JouL  A*. 
living  foul  was  infufed  into  Adam*s  body,  which 
animated  it^  afluated  it,  influenced  it^  and  poflefled 
it ;  and  man  was  pronounced  good ;  for  God  made 
man  upright,  yea^  in  the  imag^  of  God  created  he 
him*  But,  alas !  Adam  (Innedi  and  all  that  was 
good  left  him,  and  evil  found  him :  life  left  him, 
a#id  the  fentehce  of  death  entered  into  him  :  Sin  en^ 
teredo  and  deatb  by  Jin ;  and  Jo  death  paffid  upon  aUi 
for  all  bave.Jinned.  But  God  protnifes  to  the  houfe 
of  lixael  that  he  will  breathe  upon  them  once  more* 
Sebold,  I  wilUaufe  breatb  to  enter  into  youy  andyejhall 
live.  Come  from  tbefour  winds,  O  breatb,  and  breatbe 
i^an  tbefejlain,  tbat  they  may  live ;  for  I  will  put  my 
Jpirit  into  youi  and  ye  fbdl  live ;  and  ye  JhaU  know  thai 
I  tbe  Lord  baoejpoken  it.  The  New  I'eflamcnt  will  ^ 
inform  us  of  tbe  going  forth  of  this  breath  of  the 
Lord  among  the  nations<  jfs  my  Fatber  batb/ent  me^ 
even  Jo  fend  lydu.  And,  wben  he  bad  f aid  tbis,  b^ 
breaibed  on  tbem^  and  fait b  unto  tbem.  Receive  ye  the 
Holy  Gboji.  tVbofoever  fins  ye  remits  tbey  are  remitted 
unto  tbem ;  and  wbqfoever  fins  ye  retain,  tbey  are  re^ 
tmned.  John  xx.  22,  23.     This  is  the  going  forth 

A3  of 
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ftfthe  breith  of  the  Lord  tnCo  the  nations  $  fi>r  ttey 
ti^re  to  go  into  all  nationsi  and  to  prt ach  the  gof^ 
pel  to  every  creature ;  and  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
was  to  ipeak  in  then),  and  thefe  eSeds  were  to  foU 
Idw^^-^fome  men's  fins  were  to  be  remitted,  and 
the  fins  of  others  wiere  to  be  retuned ;  thofe  that 
believe  are  to  be  faved,  and  thofc  that  believe  not 
•ire  to  be  damned.  Hence  the  fervants  of  the  Lonl 
are  a  fweet  favour  of  God  in  them  diat  are  favcd, 
and  in  them  that  perifh  *,  for  Cfarifi:  by  his  Sfint 
Ipeaks  in  bis  fervants  ^  and  hence  it  is  &id  Aaizwitb 
the  rod  of  bis  mouth  be /mites  the  earth  (and  heak  it 
Ag&in),  md  with  the  breath  of  bis  Bps  hefUcfi  the  widk- 
ed:  and  thefe  things  are  done  by  die  words  which 
are  in  the  mouth  of  every  minifter  of  the  Spirit; 
and  thus  life  and  death  are  in  the  power  of  the  tongue: 
fbr  fome  are  quickened  by  the  Spirit,  and  others 
are  left  twice  dead,  plucked  up  by  the  roacs»  I 
come  now  to  treat  of  the^^i^m  to  which  the  Lord*s 
breath  is  compared* 

The  Holy  Spirit's  well  known  emblems  are  thofe 
of  breath,  wind,  fire,  and  water  f  two  of  which  are 
mentioned  in  my  text ;  the  laft  of  which  is  that  of 
an  overflowing  Jlream,  which  carries  all  before  it ; 
fbr  he  fits,  qualifies,  and  fends  the  preacher  $  dire& 
him  where  to  go,  and  where  not ;  and  fumifhes  him 
with  matter  and  manner ;  and  always  works  with 
and  by  the  word.  Some  fouk  he  enters  into,  and 
abides  with ;  and  they  arejaoidhy  the  wafbmg  ofrt- 
generation^  and  by  the  renewing  of  the  Hofy  Gho/l:  while 

thofc 
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tfieie  w^  fidft  hm,  and  oppofe  them^ves  to  him^ 
^6bA  eodeai^^oup  to*GtfM]atera6li  his  woFk,  and  Fidiculte 
and'flibufe.hifpowcv^iiiflMncet  and  eperadom,  he 
feavw  dl-itd)  Waftedi  md<  withepedi  tmd^r  die  re^ 
biilDM^aiic$repWQ&efhea?«ii^  which  kiadfomtbem, 
mtk lad  lop e^rl^ingbttniiligs*  TcpBeiis crdamkt 
^aSt;  Jl^fir  tie'  ting-  it ii^  fr$pafed i  be^  bal^mait 
it  dup^  mdlarp :  tbipk  t^m^isfi^MimidhVfood:^ 
mdib^  ^Mk  tfl^LarA^  W^aftrem  cfbrki^mt, 
d$ib  Mmikit.  Ifaii  ^%  33'.«-»Undbr  the  writh  andf 
eurft  of  God  the  ff^j^  find^  fuch  Ssmtn,  and  un*- 
dbf  dkefkneitkttmtfaems  when  hardhefs  of  hearty 
dd|)diiite  wkktdDtft^  et  ft  fearfbl  lookmg^for  of 
judgmem,  U  fiire  to-  fbtto^ir^  to*  find  ouc^  and^  fooner 
t>r  bter^  to  confume  thde  adtrer^es.  Thiaftream 
reaches  to  the  midft  of  die  »^i^>  whkh  is  what  I 
ccfmr  next*  to  deikribe. 

Tho  neik  is  diac  piut  of  the  hunnan'  bodjr  which 
umtes  the  head  and  At  body  together ;  and  to  this 
the  fertptures  often  alltide ;  for  inftance^  Chrift  is 
called  the  bead,  as  he  is  the  head  of  influence^  from 
whom  all  grace  fiows  s  and  the  covenant  head>  who 
represents  the  whole  churdi  $  and  the  church  is  his 
i>ody.  Mwye  art  tbe  totfy  $f  Cbrijf^  faith  Paul,  Md 
memhrs  m  parHcubr :  and  again,  tbe  bujband  is  tbe 
head  of  tbewife,  even  as  OMJfis  tbe  bead  of  tbe  cburcK 
But  then  what  can  die  neck  be^  that  unites  this 
^rious  head  to  this  myftical  body  i  I  think  this 
aeck  muft  be  the  covenant  of  grace ;  for  God  the 
Father  firft  chole  that  human  nature^  which  the 

A4  Word 
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Word  was  to  aifume,  from  cverldtidgy  aod  then 
chofe  us  in  him»  gave  us  to  him^  atid.madc  us  one 
with  him :  and  he  fixed  his  eteqial  love  upon  us.  in 
him  before  the  world  was  made.  By  the  tenor  of 
this  covenant  eledled  finoers  were  elpoufed  to  Cfarift 
from  everiaiting,  ^nd  ^re  Openly  betrothed  co  him. 
in  time.  /  w^  betroib  tbet,  i^  yne  in  rigbtmi^i^i  m 
mercieSyondiH  loving'-kindnefs  s  yea^  I  tviUieirotb  ihee 
to  me  in  faUhfiintfi^  and.  fbw  Jbdi  hww  the^LarL, 
Thus  this  fecret  betrothing  to  Chrii^  in  eternity: 
terminates  in  openly  f  fpoufing  us  to  him  in  time  by 
the  gofpel,  as  Paul  fpeaks.}  /  hmn  ^(m/ed yw  tmfo 
a  good  bujbmdt  tbat  I  nuffpr^ef^  you  as  a  cb^fievifgm 
unto  Cbriji.  Hence  it  appears  tlifitj  by  the  covenant 
of  grace,  we  were  made  one  with  Chrift  in  etemity ; 
but  thien  where  is  that  wihich  um(es-usi  to  him  in 
time  ?  Nothing  can  do  this  but  love,  bec^ufe  we 
are  enemies ;  and  enmity  fepacates  between  the 
Lord  and  us.  God  reconciled  us  to  himfelf  by  Je- 
/us  Chrift,  and  has  fent  the  word  of  reconciliation 
to  us;  and  we  are  entreated  by  his  fervants.to  be 
reconciled  to  him.  -  B.ut^  as  the  carnal  mind  is  en- 
mity agaiuft  him,  nothing  but  his  love  revealed^ 
made  known^  and  (hed  abroad  in  the4ieart>  c^n  re* 
move  our  enmity:  this  will  matte  us  friends ^  and 
.this^  and  only  this^  can  unite  us  to  him;  for  Iweis 
the  bond  of  all  ferfeSnefs  $  and  this  is  the  bond  that 
ibinds,  the  foul  up  in  the  kindle  of  life  with  the  herd  our 
God:  and  this  love,  winning  and  drawing  all  our 
.  love  to  hirn,  is  the  neck  that,  unites  the  covenimt 
..  V  head 
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head  aikl  his  body  4nyftical  tdgether :  and  where 
thi$  is  wanting  there  can  be  no  union  i  for  be  that 
hvitb  father  or  mother  letter  than  me  is  not  worify 
of  me. 

.  ISf  any  high  encomiums  are  put  upon  this  neck  of 
die  holy  fpouie.  ^ihy  neck  is  comely  with  chains  of  gold. 
Song  i.  lo.  The  neck  is  mutual  love  between  Chrift 
and  his  bride ;  the  chains  are  the  promiies  of  the 
gofpely  the  apples  of  gold  in  pictures  of  filrer :  for^ 
in  plain- Cnglilh,  all  that  do  not  receive  the  love  of 
the  tnith,  and  the  truth  in  the  love  of  it,  are  given 
up  to  believe  a  lie ;  for  God  (hall  fend  to  them 
ftrong  dclufions. 

Again — Tbf  neck  is  like  the  tower  of  David,  buildcd 
for  an  armoury ^  whereon  there  hang  a  thoufand  bucklers^ 
aUJbields  rf  mighty  men.  Song  iv.  14.  This  inti- 
mates that  the  many  infernal  and  human  attacks 
that  are  made  at  the  churchy  to  feparate  her  from 
jier  heavenly  head  and  huiband,  are  all  in  vain ; 
though^  to  accomplifti  thisj  hath  ever  been,  and 
ever  will  be,  the  fchemes,  plots,  and  unholy  war, 
both  of  devils  and  reprobates :  but,  in  covenant^ 
God  and  his  truth  are  both  our  fhield  and  buckler. 

Agsan^^Tbou  baji  ravifhtd  my  hearty  myftfler,  my 
fpoufe :  thou  haft  rannjbed  my  heart  with  one  of  thine 
oyes^  with  one  chain  of  thy  neck.  Song  iv.  9.  Love 
is  the  neck  1  and  this  chain,  or  the  fpoufe's  neck- 
lace, is  the  doctrines  of  the  gofpel,  which,  like  a 
chain,  hang  all  together,  and  depend  one  on  ano- 

.  .  thfr  i 


dber;  in  which  thepe  is  »  woo^r&t  IilLn*dit]r»  cterjr 
lixjk  bearing  its  part :  «4  wicbout  evevjr  link  be 
I^pt  in- its  propeir  |^Gc»  Hit  wliole  chaui  b  wcak-^ 
ened,  entangled,  and  confufed ;  and  appears  £9 1» 
tvery  poor>  wetk  bttltever,.boeh  in  ds  fcripiniB,.  in 
the  jiMigrMbtyMd  inr  die o^ierieacet  of  the  poor 
i>ul;  aad  f^  thtf  ftel  ic  to  their  (arrow,  wfaofe 
nunds^  hx^  been  unfettled,  their  jodgmeBft  hcwim 
dercdc  md  chcir  aSeAioos  exckxkctfeff  a  wUle  fix« 
the  Lord  Jefus,  by  the  inftrumenulif]^  of  damaaUc 
^cticss  who  have  fcduced  chem  fiom  Chriftj  that 
^y  might  afiedt  them. 

Solomon,  in  his  dark  layings^  ^vcs  his  popls 
inany  inftruftions  about  the  neck.  Mffith  htaf  tbe 
ifffiruSm  oftbyfaiber^  and  forfidu  net  tbe  Utm  ^tif 
metier  i  for  thej^Jbedl  be  an  emameat  rf  grace  te  Am 
keaJ^  and  cbaine  about  tfy  neck.  The  inftrafiaoa  of 
our  father  is  the  tuition  of  Chrift»  the  cvetkftii^ 
Father,  the  Prince  of  Peace :  tbe  law  of  Sandv  wha 
is  the  mother  of  us  al]^  is  the  law  of  faith :  thebeft 
ornament  of  grace  to  the  bead  is  God  tbe  bealtb  ef 
cur  countenance  i  and  the  beft  chain  to  the  neck  is 
truth  in  the  love  of  it» 

Again— i>/  not  mercy  and  trtdbforfdke  tbee:  bind 
them  about  thy  neeky  write  tbem  ttp$n  tbe  tabk  t/tUm 
heart.  Prov«  iii.  3.  Mercy,  grace>  and  truths  came 
by  Jeiiis  Chrift  i  and  Solomon's  counfel  is  to  bind 
them  about  our  neck ;  for,  if  the  hearing  of  thefb 
things  bring  about  no  union  between  Chrifl  and  Uk 
ibu^  what  doth  it  profit  ?  juft  nothing :  and,  if  they 
1  arc 
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ate  not  writftn  on  thi  tables  of  the  heart>  the  hew 
covenant  is  not  revealed  to  tSit  foul  $  for  to  write 
the  laws  of  God  on  the  heart  and  fnind«  and  tx»  ve^ 
move  fin  fh>m  us»  and  ta  remecnbei^  it  no  moit$»»^ 
the  betcer  covenant:  and  where  this  is  noectentv 
there  can  be  no  ezpe^ilce'  of  thisrddivwance  fi'otfl 
fin;  and  where  there  is  no  cxperieace  of  paitdckf^ 
there  can  be  no  hope  of  thcs  glbry  of  Ood  inh  hea«^ 
ven;  £arit  is  e]q>ericnce  chat  iModceth  Ibpe.  Thu9 
Chrift  is  the  head  y  aad  aU  the  elcft,'  Jews  and  Gen^  . 
tilcs;^  are  the  body.    God  ia  covenant  made  them 
one  m  eternity ;.  and  when  covenant  love  is  tMdt 
known  to  them,  they  beconnc  one  fpirk:  in  time : 
love,  as  the  neck,  unices /then;  and,  by  virtue  of 
this  union,  the  body  is  influenced  by  the  head,  and- 
made  fruitfiilj  as  a  bratncb  is  in  the  vine,  or  as  a 
wife  is  to  her  Im/band  :  and-  the  great  truths  of  the 
gofpcl  are  the  church's  ornamental  necklace.  But, 
after  aU,.  this  is  not  the  n^k  mentioned  in  my  text. 
There  is  another  head,  befidcs  Chrift.     Satan 
bears- this  name:  Tie  ^wcman^s  feed  JUraU  bruifttby 
bead^  and  tbou  jhalt  bruife  bis  beeL     This  work  was 
done  ina  figure  at  IfraeFs  deliverance  out  of  Egypt, 
for  PRaraoh  was  a  type  of  the  devil.    Tbou  woundejl 
tbe  bead  out  if  tbi  boufe  of  tbi  wicked^  by  difcovering 
tbtfoimdatum  even  to. tbe  neck.  Hab.  iii.  13.     When 
God  poured  on  the  Egyptians  the  fiercenefs  of  his 
wrath,  he  fent  evil  angels  anvong  them ;  and  thefc^^ 
influenced  Pharaoh,  and  all  his  mighty  warriors,  to 
purfue  Ilf ael i  and,  when  God  overthrew  them/iir 

the 


d^  Red  Sea,  he  is  faid  to  break  tbi  beads  tftbe  drt* 
gws  in  the  waters.  Ffalm  Ixxiv.  13^  It  is  this  head 
that  influences  and  leads  on  the  iKiiole  hoft  of  perfe- 
tutors  againft  Chrift.  But  bejball  wound  tbe  bead  of 
bis  enemies.  Pfalm  Ixviii.  21,  And  this  t¥ork  he  did 
cjTedualljr  when  he  triumphed  over  principalitie9 
and  powers  upon  the  crolsi  and  the  blefled  effeds 
of  this  hith  been,  ftill  is,  and  will  be,  feen  and 
known,  all  the  world  over,  in  future  times,  wben  be 
Jball  wdund  tbe  beads  aver  many  countries. 

This  head  has  got  a  body,  in  which  he  reigns  and 
rules ;  and  thefe  are  the  children  of  difobedience : 
and  there  is  a  fad  covenant  betw.ixt  them,  called  a 
eovenant  with  deatb^  and  an  a^eement  with  bellj  Ifal 
xxviii.  1 8 ;  the  bond  of  which  is  tbe  bond  of  iniqui^s 
which  bbnd  is  love  to  fin,  and  hatred  to  God.  This 
is  thie  neck  mentioned  in  my  text,  which  keeps  the 
devil  and  his  children  togedier ;  and,  as  fure  as  be 
tbat  is  joined  to  a  barlot  is  one  body  (i  Cor.  vL  16), 
fo  fure  thofe  tbat  go  a  wboring  after  devils  (Levit. 
xvii.  7\  are  one  fpirit  with  him.  The  Holy  Ghoft 
runs  the  parallel  betwixt  thefe  two  heads  and  bodies^ 
We  read  of  the  head  Chrift,  and  the  head  Satan r— 
of  a  covenant  with  Chrifl^  and  of  a  covenant  with 
hell ; — of  the  church  of  Chrift,  and  of  the  fynagogoe 
of  Satan  i — of  the  bond  of  all  perfednels,  and  of 
the  bond  of  iniquity ; — of  love  to  God,  and  of  love 
to  fin ; — of  cfpoufals  to  Chrift,  and  of  whoring  with 
devils  i — of  the  myftery  of  godlinels,  and  the  myf- 
tery  of  iniquity  s— the  doctrines  of  God,  and  the 

doctrines 
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^dodrines  of  devils ;— of  Chtifl  the  cverlaftihg  Fa* 
ther^  and  of  a  people  who  are  of  their  father  the 

devil ;— of  the  children  of  God,  andchildren  of  the 

iicvil  ;--*of  the  cup  of  the  Lord,  and  the  cup  of 
devils : — the  table  of  the  Lord,  and  the  table  of  the 

•devils  J — of  fellowlhip  with  the  Lord^  and  of  fellow- 
Ihip  with  devils  j —  of  Chrift  in  the  heart  by  faith, 
and  of  Satan  in  the  hearts  of  the  difobedient ; — and, 

•as  fure  as  the  love  of  God  in  the  hearty  and  a  ha»- 
tred  to  fin>  is  the  churches  neck,,  that  unites  her  to 
Chrift,  fo  fure  love  to  (in,  and  hatred  to  God,  is 
the  neck  that  holds  Satan  and  hi^  whore  together ; 

.  and  fo  it  will  appear  in  the  great  day. 

But  the  breath  rf  the  Lord,  tike  an  averfiowing 

ftream^  reaches  to  the  mi4li  of  this  neck,  and  breaks  this 
bond  Qf  iniquity,  and  hedges  up  thejimter's  way  with 
thorns :  fo  that,  if  he  purfues  after  his  lovers,  he  can- 
i)ot  overtake  them ;  the  arrows  of  wrath,  the  buck- 

•  lers  of  juftice,  and  the  (tings  of  guilt,  pierce  him, 

V  infomuch  that  he  cannot  get  on  in  the  old  track. 
The  yoke  of  bis  tranfgre^ons  Jball  be  deftroyed^  becaufe 
of  the  anointing.  His  agrecn^nt  with  death  ihall  be 
difannuljed,  and  his  covenant  with  hell  ihall  not 
ftand  s  for  Chrid  will  have  a  portion  with  the  great, 
and  he  will  divide  the  ipoil  with .  the  ftrong^  be- 

:  caufe  he  hath  poured  out  his  foul  unto  death,  in  or-* 

.  der  to  redeem  this  portion ;  and  therefore  he  will 
ipoil  the  houfe  of  the  ftrong  nian  armed.  It  was 
this  breath  of  tiie  Lord,  reaching  the  heart,  and 
conveying  Chrift*s  everlafting  love  into  it,   that 

brought 
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brought  about  an  eternal  feparation  between  Marjr 
Magdalen  and  her  fcven  devils.  This  neck^  this 
ioye  to  fin,  which  is  the  bond  of  iniquity^  is  due 
grand  cement  which  .holds  all  idolatens^  all  work^ 
mongers,  or  felf-admirers^  which  are  idolaters^  and 
.  -elU  die  myftical  Babel  builders  to  dieir  body  fiiua. 
.dadon ;  as  was  die  cafe  with  Paul,  till  God  diico- 
vered  it.  ^Iwu  woundifi  the  bead  out  of  the  hmfft  rf 
4bi  wdu4»  ty  Sfcvodring  the  foimdaim  to  tie  wxk. 
.SHab.  HabtiiLij.  Take  nodce  of  that 

When  this  foundation  is  difcorered,  and  this  neck 
onade  bare,  it  inflifts  awound  in  die  info-nol  bead; 
it  lays  open  his  policy,  and  cruihes  his  power; 
it  alarms  the  poor  fecHre  mortal,  and  makss  him 
feel  his  bonds;  and  he  groans.undtr  diem,  and  calls 
ibrdeliyerancei  and  God,  m  aofinrer  to  his  cry,  opens 
the  prifon  dooisto  Jiim  dat  i^  bound. 

i  inow  proceed  to.  deicribe  the  fieve  ef  vamtj. 
TItts  ficvc  is  not  the  golpel ;  it  is  not  die*  sixnif- 
uadon  of  the  Spirit,  which  God  ordained  for  our 
glory  i  thb  is  not  a  vain  thmg,  or  vaniqr »  tboi^ 
ibme  men  that  perifh  have  credit  foofiihne&,  when 
compared  to  Grectaa  wifdom:  yet  thegoi^l  is  not 
a  light,  trifling,  empty  thbg ;  for  it  treats  of  the 
sx>ft  weighty,  powerful,  folid,  and  momenmus 
things,  that  ever  wece  beard  of  beneath  the  fun; 
fuch  as  redemption,  £ilvattpn,  the  grace  of  God, 
and  everlafting  glory.  Befides^  the  gofpd  is  dif- 
tinguiihed  fix>m  this  fieve  in  the  text  itfelf.  The 
gofpi:!  is  iit^^Hn  hrtath  of  the  Lori\  but  this  fieve 

is 
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is  thejumt  ofitmUif.  WfaajDcyor  it  Is,  jc  {eecosto  hp 
ibxncAing  which  is  intoidcxl  to  fhakc^  to  winnow^  t^ 
.try»aml  ca  exercii^  in  order  to  provfc  wbatis  goMJl 
.gcam  and  whatJsiiQti  aod  ib  tp  ^p;»ate.che  onp 
^om  the  .Qther»  or  the  yile.&otn  the  precious :  4^4 
ihiK^fbre^  under  .the  All-wife  coaduft  of  Go4>  it  is 
aauufg.thc  all  thii^.that  wqjAl  Sot  good  to  ch^f^ 
shat.loy.e  God^  and  fo  it  is  Jiirncteq,  Far  h^  I  wffi 
cammand^Mmd  I  will  fift  ths  bot^i  fifJfrAd  among  Mfl 
MfHons^MeM  com  is ^ud  in  ajito^ -,  jfet^Jhall  mi  U^ 
ieqfi  ffain  faUvpm  the  tartb.  Amos  ix.  ^.  it  9 
Mcll, known  xhat  God'<s  profeding  church  is  caUsd  ^t 
«floor,  and  hi»  children  ace  called  corn.  Omigtbr^^ 
in^^  md^bi C9m j^ mfjhor \  tbot^wbiih  lhimbiaK4 
rfAc  (Lardtfbpfis^  the  G(d-4f  ffrael^bam  I^clar^ 
witoyM.  Jiu,wx.  iQ.  This  fieve  ^f  vanicf  ;^peara 
to  be  the  ten^ptations  of  Satan:  he  is  the  4i;ii4g% 
<or  flave>  that  God  makes  u(e  of  .to  4o  dus  I^Ia^ 
•cmd  du%  woi^k  in  his  Jloors  and  die  maliciow 
mind  pf  this  evil  fpirit  ^piprnpts  him  tp  be  vjHy 
^nd  of  it.  4nd  tbeLordfaid^  Simm,  iSinwh  M^ 
.Satan bath  dffirid  So  baveyou, ibai  be in^^tyouat 
fobcai:  but  J  ba^ipn^cdf&r,  tbte^  thai  .iiyfaHb  fail 
not',  Mdi.fvbm tbou art coworicd^ftrer^ihentky  ir^^ 
ftbron.  JLidcenii.  31^32.  In  the  abov^  pai&ge 
Several  afeful  IcfTons  of  inftri)&ion  ma]ri>e.kanit  to 
our  comfort :— the  firft  is,  the  bent  of  the  dcv'\V» 
jnind  to  mifcbief^  and  to  torment  thofe  thut  he 
cannot  deftroy.  SMtm^baibJ^d  to  have  you  ^  takis 
notice  of  thatj  be  batbd fired,  2cc,  he  hath  for  fomf 

tinie 


•  •         •  . 

time  been  delirous  of  having  thee ;  but  I  have  not 
fuflered  him  hitherto,  whatever  I  may  do.  Hence 
we  learn  that  this  poor  fcavenger  cannot  perform 
his  enterprife  without  leave  from  die  Lord  of  the 
harveft :  it  is  not  what  the  devil  defires^  but  it  is 
what  the  Lord  determines,  that  fliall  be  done.  We 
may  perceive  that  the  devil  wilhed  to  go  through 
ftitch  with  this  bufinefs :  he  did  not  want  to  fift 
Peter  like  barley^  or  lentiles;  nor  like  vetches, 
which  require  but  a  litde  winnowing;  but  like 
^beatf  which  muft  go  into  the  fieve  again  and 
again.    But  can  we  fuppofe  that  Satan  has  fuch  an 

averfion  to  chaff,  that  he  is  fo  defirous  of  lifting 

• 

poor  Peter,  that  he  might  make  him  as  pure  as 

«  

wheat  ?  No,  no.  Duft  is  Satan's  meat,  and  chaff 
is  Satan^s  fiiel ;  and  it  is  the  only  part  or  lot  that 
hlh  to  his  Ihare  in  all  the  floor.  What  the  devil 
wilhed  to  blow  out  of  Peter'^  heart  was  the  grace 
of  Godi  and  efpecially  the  grace  of  faith :  againft 
this  the  devil  Ihook  his  riddle  with  all  his  might; 
and  in  behalf  of  this  the  Lord  bent  his  whole  prayer, 
1  have  prayed  for  tbee^  that  thy  faiib  fail  not.  And 
thus  the  Lord's  end,  and  Satan's  aim,  widely  dif- 
fer :-*the  Lord  intended  to  purge  Peter  from  con- 
fidence in  the  flelh.and  the  devil  to  winnow  him 
out  of  all  confidence  in  the  Lord  : — the  Lord  in- 
tended to  make  Peter  more  ufeful  by  itj  and  Satan 
to  make  hiift  both  fruitlefs  and  ufelefs.  JVben  then 
4nrt  tmtoated  (from  thy  felf- confidence,  and  art  made 
fenHU^e  of  thine  own  weaknefs,  and  of  my  ftrength 

made 
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made  perfcft  in  it),  then  ftrengtben  thy  bntbrtn 
ftrcogtben  their  faith  in  me^  Simonj  that  they  may 
be  ftrong  in  the  grace  that  k  in  ,me,  and  not  in  their 
own  frames,  however  lively,  or  however  joyful. 

though  all  men  he  offended  becaufe  eftbee,yet  will  1 
never  be  (ffended^  faith  poor  Simon.  Thofc  great 
words  called  aloud  for  i}m  Jieve  of  vafiity ;  and  poor 
Peter  foon  found  himfelf  in  it :  and  the  devil  gave 
his  riddle  futh  a  (hake,  as  moved  and  ftirred  up 
every  corruption  of  his  heart ;  enmity,  carnal  fear, 
cowardice,  fhame,  rebellion,  infidelity,  anger;  and 
fo  filled  his  heart  with  blafphemy,  that  the  very 
oaths  and  curfes  ran  out  of  his  mouth.  But  the 
Holy  Spirit  will  ever  glorify  Chrift,  and  will  teftify 
of  him  i  fo  that  he  would  not  leave  Peter ;  but,  as 
the  Spirit  of  all  grace,  and  that  of  faith  in  parti- 
cular, he  kept  pofleflion  of  Peter*s  heiart,  and  made 
his  faith  foon  to  work  again  by  love,  for  be  went 
cut,  and  wept  bitterlyy  cut  to  the  heart  with  grief  for 
what  he  had  done  to  his  dear  Lord  and  mailer. 
However,  the  faithful  and  true  Witnefs  did  not  fail 
P^tcr  in  this  time  of  trial  %  nor  did  the  Lord  fuffer 
Pcter*s  faith  or  love  to  fail  from  the  Lord: — Lord^ 
tbou  knoweji  all  things  -,  and  thou  knowefi  1  love  thee, 
faith  Simon. 

'  This^ry^  of  vanity  always  attends  the  breath  of 
the  Lord;  or  the  miniftry  of  the  Spirit.  Soon  after 
God  hath  breathed  into  Adam  the  breath  of  life,  this 
ilcve  of  vanity  came  upon  him  and  his  wife,  and 
fifhed  out  all  that  was  good.  And,  when  God  be- 
.  X  B  gaij 
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gan  W  breathe  on  the  dry  bdnes  d(  the  houfc  of 
Ifrael  in  Babylort,  to  revive  their  ho|)cs  of  a  return 
to  their  own  land,  the  devil  oppofed  it  in  the 
couct  of  Perfia  one  and  twenty  days.  Dan.  x.  i  j. 
And  in  the  holy  land  at  their  i^etttrft  w«  find  this 
firve  \^rking  again(t  Jdfhlla,  one  of  the  anointed 
ones,  wlto  at  the  fawe  time  was  (landing  before  the 
Lord  of  the  whole  eirthb 

Yca>  the  Saviour  himfelf  wafe  tried  by  this  fieve 
of  vanity ;  fof,  as  fooH  a^  the  rtoly  Ghoft  defcended 
iipdn  him  like  a  dove,  then  ivas  Jffus  led  by  thi 
Spiril  into  the  ^vcilihrnefsy  tQ  be  tempted  of  the  devil. 
But  where  the  breath  of  life  comfes  not  this  lieve  is 
feldom  ufed ;  for  there  is  lio  wheat  to  lift ;  all  is 
chaflT,  and  chaff  needs  no  fifting.  The  miniftry  of 
the  lett?er>  and  thofe  feedfmen  who  fow  the  doArines 
and  commandments  of  men,  are  never  followed  iy 
the  fowls  9f  the  air  j  for  the  devils  do,  not  want  to 
pick  fuch  (ted  om  of  finners  hearts,  for  fuch  fecdf- 
men  are  the  devil's  own  labourers.  But^  if  the  Lord 
fends  a  feedfman  to  fow  precious  feed,  which  is  tbt 
word  of  life,  then  thefe  fowls  are  all  upon  the  watch) 
or  upon  the  wing^  to  pick  out  the  good  feed  from 
the  mind  and  memory,  in  order  to  make  the  finner 
unfruitfol :  and  this  he  does  by  making  him  inat- 
tentive — or  by  fetting  fome  objeA  before  him  to 
•excite  his  lafcivioufnefs — or  by  ftirring  up  his  pre- 
judice— or  by  diverting,  his  mind  to  workily  things 
as  foon  as  he  comes  out  of  the  houfe  of  God,  till  he 
hs-  ^  ^^  ^gotten  all  that  he  hath  heatd.   And.  is  ic  fo  f 
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Do  the  breath  of  Kfe  and  the  fieve  of  vanity  go 
together  ?  They  really  do.  I  have  never  feen  the 
fieve  of  vanity  in  ufc  among  the  congregations  of 
the  dead  There  are  thoufands  in  a  profeflion  in  our 
day,  who  never  knew  ipvhac  the  fiery  darts  of  the 
<]evil  and  the  devices  of  Satan  mean.  The  (Irong 
man  armed  keeps  pofieffion  both  of  the  impoftor  in 
the  pulpit,  and  of  the  hypocrite  in  the  pew ;  and  his 
goods  are  in  peace.  He  furnifhes  the  preacher  with 
prefumptuous  confidence,  blind  zeal,  flowery  fpccch, 
and  to  afFcft  a  mufical  delivery,  to  fpeak  fwelling 
words  J  and  he  inftruAs  him  in  the  art  of  oratory 
and  elocution,  in  order  to  reach  the  feelings  of  cor- 
rupt nature,  and  to  play  upon  them,  till  their  bowels 
found  like  an  harp,  the  blood  wiil  trickle  in  their 
veins,  the  hair  moves  upon  their  head,  and  a  few 
deep  fighs  put  the  fak  fpring  in  motion,  and  pump 
a  few  drops  intcJ  the  eyes,  which  being  diftilled  on 
the  floor,  and  being  confidercd  as  the  quinteffcncc 
of  pious  grief,  and  of  all  devotion,  the  work  is  done 
* — the  Spirit  hath  moved — the  prefence  and  power 
of  the  Lord  have  been  prcfent — and  a  rcfreftiing 
feafon  hath  been  enjoyed :  whereas  the  devil  him- 
felf  is  the  author  and  finifher  of  all  fuch  devotion. 
Such  are  the  moft  completely  felf-deceived,  the 
.moft  fccure  in  their  carnal  ftate,  the  moft  bitter 
enemies  to  the  vital  power  of  godlinefs,  and  the 
hardcft  fouls  in  the  world  for  a  gofpel  miniftcr  to 
work  upon.  Such  are  worfc,  and  more  fecure, 
than  a  real  pharifee  i  for  a  pharifee  is  all  for  the 
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law,  but  thcfc  arc  all .  for  what  they  call  gofpcl  :— 
a  pharifee  dwells  in  a  dry  land,  but  thefe  are  hypo* 
critcs  in  Zion  j  not  fcckers  of  Chrift,  but  foolifh 
virgins ;  not  work-mongers,  but  wolves  in  (beep's 
clothing.  O  the  infernal  trade  that  the  devil  car- 
ries on  in  our  day  by  fuch  inftruments  as  thefe ! 
The  diilembled  humility  and  meeknefs  that  the 
devil  will  varnifh  them  with,  and  the  counterfeited 
rays  of  an  angel  of  light  that  he  will  fpread  abroad, 
through  the  inflrumentality  of  fuch  crafty  and  de- 
ceitful workers,  are  fuch  as  none  can  difcem,  nor 
defcribe,  but  thofe  in  whom  the  living  God  fhines, 
and  whom  the  Lord  condefcends  to  teach.  Some 
are  carried  on  by  the  falfe  fiames  of  blind  zeal,  and 
the  inward  heat  of  their  own  fpirit,  raifed  and  in- 
flamed by  noife  and  motion.  The/e follow  their  own 
fpirit^  and  /peak  a  vijion  out  of  their  own  hearty  and 
have  Jeen  nothing.  Jer.  xxiii.  i6.  Ezek.  xiii.  3. — 
But  at  times,  confcience,  the  wrath  of  God,  and 
difappointments,  will  fo  far  difcourage  them,  as  to 
render  them  incapable  of  performing  this  branch  of 
.magic  by  fiery  and  falfe  zeal :  then  they  are  obliged 
to  have  recourfe  to  that  of  moving  the  paffions ; 
and  there  are  feveral  books  extant  to  inftrudt  them 
in  this  art,  and  to  which  they  are  obliged  to  have 
recourfe,  to  enable  them  to  carry  on  the  cheat. 
Funet-al  iermons  furniih  thefe  (inftruments  without 
life)  with  nice  rofin  for  their  ftrings :  a  few  pa- 
thctic  lies  over  the  dcceafed  work  like  a  charm  in 
the  bowels  of  the  furvivors.    A  peculiar  tcndernefe 
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miift  be  obierved  in  mentioning  the  fair  fex ;  and 
heavenly  expreflion$  muft  be  dropt  in  lafcivious 
flames.  This  God  calls  alluring  through  the  lufts 
of  the  fiefh^  and  much  wantonnefs.  This  art  leads 
captive  filly  women :  but  all  this  is  Satan's  profit, 
not  his  fieve;  he  doth  not  defire  to  fift  fuch  as 
wheat:  thefe  are  the  tares  of  his  own  field,  and 
^faafi^  for  his  own  fire ;  theie  are  enfnared  in  holes  i 
they  are  for  a  prey,  and  none  delivereth ;  for  a  fpoil* 
and  none  faith  reftore. 

It  is  where  the  breath  of  life  comes  that  this 
fieve  is  ufrd ;  and  that  every  poor  fenfible  finner 
knows  who  is  convinced  of  fin  by  the  Spirit  of 
pod  When  the  breath  of  life  enters  the  foul, 
and  quickens  it-~when  divine  feniations,  motions, 
holy  longings,  defires  and  afieftions,  operate — ^this 
ftrong  man,  his  pofleflion,  and  armour,  are  foon 
felt.  Not  a  corruption  in  the  heart,  but  the  devil 
fiirs  up  to  refift  the  new  principle ;  no  fpccies  of 
uncleannefs,  lafcivioufnefs,  or  even  brutality,  that 
was  ever  praAifed  in  all  the  world,  but  what  the 
devil  will  bring  to  the  mind : — no  blafphemy,  ana- 
th^mg,  or  imprecation,  that  was  ever  uctcrcd,  but 
what  he  will  pronounce  in  the  mental  ears  of  the 
poor  finner  all  day  and  night  long : — nothing  that 
earth  or  hell  can  imagine  againft  God,  againft 
Chrifl,  or  againft  the  Holy  Spirit,  but  what  he 
will  bring  in,  and  fill  the  poor  finner's  thoughts 
with : — nothing  odious,  unfightly,  unfcemly,  unbe- 
(pming,  foul,  filthy,  obfcene,  diabolical,  damna- 
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blc^  and  oppoCte  to  true  holincis^  but  what  the 
devil  will  pourtray  on  the  mind,  and  xmprefs  on  the 
imagination  of  the  poor,  alanxied,  awakened,  tern- 
ficd)  and  affrighted  foul.  Not  a  fhare  of  death,  nor 
a  pain  of  bell^  nor  an  evident  tdten  of  perdition 
in  fcripture,  in  rebels,  hypocrites,  apofiaues,  trai- 
tors, or  reprobates,  but  what  is  fuggefted  and 
applied  to  him.  No ; — nor  a  terror,  horror,  fear, 
expedtation,  or  ienlation,  that  ever  pierced  or  in-* 
fluenced  the  minds  of  devils,  but  what  Satan,  with, 
bis  art  of  mingling  himiclf  with  the  faculties  of  the 
human  foul,  will  influence  the  poor  finner  with, — 
Not  a  curfc  in  the  bock  of  God;  not  a  threatcnii^, 
reproof  or  rebuke ;  not  a  text  pregnant  with  wrath, 
difpleafure,  or  indignation  ;  not  a  palTage  that  de« 
fcribes  an  enemy  to  Chrift,  a  rival,  or  an  unpardon* 
able  fmner,  but  what  is  brought  home  and  applied 
to  the  poor,  honeft,  and  fmcere  feekcr  of  the  Lord  s 
— and  that  in  all  their  fulleft  fen(^,  and  in  all  their 
moft  dreadful  meaning  that  devils  can  invent,  and 
lelf-defpairing  nrK>rtals  can  conceive.  If  he  attempts' 
to  confefs,  pray,  or  call  upon  God,  he  (s  fo  con* 
fufed,  hurried,  baffled,  and  confounded,  that,  fo  far 
from  knowing  what  he  fays,  he  cannot  tell  where 
he  is :  his  thoughts  are  (cattercd  over  |he  face  of  the 
whole  earth,  or  chained  down  to  the  meditations 
of  terror,  or  eife  employed  in  the  difmal  work  of 
fathoming  and  exploring  the  boundlefs  ^nd  bottom- 
lefs  abyfs  of  hell.  If  he  read^,  he  can  neither  think, 
confidcr,  nor  make  a  judgment  of  apy  thing.     If 
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m  the  hpufis  of  God)  and  under  the  word,  he  can 
amii4  CO  nothing:  nil  his  attention  is  taken  up  with 
chf  -p^hs  and  curies  gnd  blaiphemous  revilings  of 
t)|i<  fMWliar  fpirit.     If  at  any  tiine  the  poor  0nner 
fMi  9117  Attention  to  but  one  word  of  lupport  or 
tncouT^gitKnU  thut  is  ^  refrefliing  time^  9  jubilee 
iflde^  i  end  cht  devil  will  be  fure,  if  permitted,  to 
m^e  him  rue  for  this  ere  he  gets  hoipe^  for  pre* 
iiiming»  or  eren  daring,  to  entertain  a  thought  that 
ao7  one  word  in  God*s  book  cpul4  ever  be  feat  or 
meant  for  fuch  a  wretch  as  he,  wbp  was  dPOmed  to 
damnation  before  the  world  W9S  m^e,  and  who,  at 
the  ficne  clme^  has  every  evident  t(^o  of  perdition 
itpon  him,  and  all  the  pledges,  earnells,  f{>retaft€S9 
and  pains  of  hell  in  him.   All  this  is  Ibut  a  iaint  re- 
prcientnion  of  Satan's  fieve ;  and  well  m^y  i(  bf 
compared  to  a  fieve,  for  ch^ff  from  tlie  flppr  was 
never  blowed  with  more  violence  fhan  the  hyrried 
foul  of  fach  a  poor  (inner;  and  he  is  whirled  round 
and  round,  till  all  his  faculties  and  fenles  are  fo  im^ 
paired,  that  he  knows  not  whtt  he  is,  where  he  is^ 
nor  what  he  does.   All  the  chaff  is  fifted  up  to  the 
rery  bottom ;  all  bis  fins  are  before  him  i  and  all 
their  guilt  in  him :  his  beauty  confumes  as  a  moth> 
his  (pul  withers  like  a  green  herb,  and  grief  drinks 
up  his  fpirits. 

/  o?i//  command^  and  I  will  /iff  the  boufe  of  IJrael 
mn^ng  all  nations^  Uh  as  c^rn  is  fifted  in  afieve  \  yet 
fball  mt  the  Uafi  graiiifall upon  the  earth.  Anaos  ix.  9, 
No  imprcffion,  impullc,  or  feriiatjoni  from  above  -, 
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'  not  one  word  of  truth  or  promife  applied ;  not  one 
grace  of  the  Holy  and  Blefled  Spirit  of  promife; 
not  one  holy  longing,  or  earned  defire ;  nor  one 
deep  figh,  pious  groan,  or  budding  hope,  fhall  ever 
be  lifted  out  of  the  heart  of  a  poor  fenfible  fin- 
ner,  that  feels  his  need,  fees  his  loft  eftate,  and  is 
hungering  and  thirfting  after  the  Lord  of  life  and 
glory.  Buffed  are  they  that  hunger  and  tbirft  after 
righteoufne/Sy  ftr  they  jhall  be  filled^  when  this  fieve 
of  vanity  has  well  winnowed  and  emptied  diem 
of  all  felf-righteoufnefs,  lightnefs,  vanity,  and  fd£- 
•confidence.    I  will  command^  I  willjift : — no  fifbag, 

without  God's  commands — not  one  {hake>  nor  one 

« 

round-about  in  this  riddle,  without  a  divine  order. 
I  willjift.  The  devil  and  his  fieve  are  both  in  the 
omnipotent  and  terrible  hand  of  God ;  and  it  is 
the  fmoking  vengeance  of  heaven,  burning  in  Satan, 
that  drives  him  on  with  his  fieve,  as  bad  as  the 
devil's  darts  drive  us.  But,  after  all,  it  is  no  more 
than  ajieve  of  vanity ;  for  all  this  labour  and  toil  of 
the  poor  devil  is  vain,  for  he  cannot  deftroy,  though 
he  aims  at  it.  Moreover,  it  is  called  ajieve  ofva- 
nityy  becaufe  the  intention  of  God  is  to  feparate 
vanity  and  lies  from  us.  The  more  vain  we  arc,  the 
more  fifting  wc  want :  no  vanity,  no  fieve.  Peter's 
felf-confidence  was  vain,  and  David's  numbering 
the  people  was  the  fame ;  and  both  procured  this 
fieve.  The  incefluous  perfon  among  the  Corinthi-» 
ans  gave  himfelf  up  to  vanity,  and  Paul  gave  him 
up  to  Satan,  that  he  might  be  fifted^  till  his  vanity 
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departed  from  him  $  and,  as  foon  as  his  chaff  was 
gone,  he  came  into  the  bam  floor  again. — The 
Lord's  forerunner  alludes  to  my  text,  and  cafts  a 
light  upon  it  s  only,  inftead  of  the  breath  of  the 
Lord^  he  calls  this  power  the  Holy  Gboft  \  and  in* 
ftead  of  zfieveofvanityj  he  calls  it  zfan.  Hejhall 
haptife  you  with  the  Holy  Ghoft^  and  witbjire.  Wboje 
fan  is  in  bis  band^  and  be  will  tborougbly  purge  bis 
floor ^  and  gatber  bis  wbeat  into  tbe  gamer  i  but  be 
will  bum  up  tbe  cbaffwitb  unquenchable  fre.  Matt, 
iii.  I  J,  11,  The  Holy  Ghoft  and  fire  come  firfl:; 
and  this  difturbs  Satan  in  his  quiet  poiTelfign.  The 
Spirit  convinces  us  of  fin,  and  Satan  teinpts  us  (q 
defpair  of  the  mercy  of  God;  which  le^ds  me  to 
confider  this  fatal  bridle  in  my  text, 

And  there  fiall  be  a  bridle  ifl  tbe  jaws  oftbepeopk^ 
^aujing  them  to  err.  And  here  we  may  inquire— 
what  this  bridle  is  which  caufes  men  to  err.  A 
bridle,  in  the  figurative  fcnfe  of  the  word,  feems  to 
be  the  fccret  power  of  God  put  forth  and  dilplayed 
in  overruling,  reftraining,  and  direfting  mankind^ 
according  to  the  counfel  of  his  own  will  $  though 
man,  who  has  this  reftraint  upon  him,  a£bs  as  he 
thinks,  with  the  bent  of  his  own  will,  and  without 
control,  and  is  as  ignorant  of  this  reftraint  as  a 
horfe  or  an  als.  Sennacherib,  king  of  A^ria,  de- 
termined to  invade  the  city  of  Jerufalem,  and  was 
come  forth  with  a  large  army  for  that  intent  -,  and 
he  fent  a  blafphemous  meflage  of  raillery  againft  the 
Jews,  the  king  of  Judah,  and  againft  God  himfelf : 
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the  hearing  of  which  kr\t  tht  pious  kmg  to  prajrefp 
and  he  requeued  tlie  prayers  of  Ifaiah  the  prapbec 
ftlfb ;  and  God  fent  the  king  this  anfwer  againft  the 
railing  enemy :  Btcdufe  $by  rage  againft  mty  Mnd  thy 
tttmult  is  come  up  int^  mine  ean,  lbiref^r&  I  wUl  fui 
vtf  book  in  thy  nofe^  and  my  bridle  in  tby  Hfj,  and  I 
%vill  turn  tbee  hack  by  the  tr^  iy  tiobkb  tb$u  camtfi  \ 
andbefiaUfatl  hy  ibefword  in  bis  a^vn  land.     Heie 
15  God's  hook  in  his  noie^  and  his  bridle  in  his 
lips ;  juft  as  a  man  leads  a  bear^  or  rides  an  als  ;— • 
and  back  to  Ninei^h  he  goes,  and  into  the  houfe 
of  Nifroch  h{s  god>  where  two  of  his  own  fons  kill 
him  with  the  fwofi 

Again.  Bridle  fometimes  Hgnifies  that  awe,  re- 
verence,  and  fear,  that  God  has  planted  in  the  hearts 
of  mankind  towards  the  higher  powers  (Romans 
xiii.  3),  or  our  fupcriors,  or  even  aged  pcrfons.  Tbm 
jbalt  rife  up  before  $be  boary  beady  and  boncur  ibe 
face  of  tbe  old  man.  Render  fear  to  txibom  fear  is  duty 
andbonour  to  vfbom  bonour  is  due.  Of  the  reverfe  of 
this  Job  complains  :  jfnd  now  am  I  ibeirfing^  yea^ 
I  am  tbeir  by  -  word.  7 bey  abhor  me^  tbey  flee  far  from 
mOi  andjpare  not  tofpit  in  my  face^  Becau/e  be  bath 
loofed  my  cord  and  affiiifed  me,  tbey  bave  al/b  Jet  loofe 
tbe  bridle  before  me.  Job  xxx.  1 1 .  Job  had  dwelt  as 
a  king  in  their  army,  and  had  prelkled  over  their 
coimfels  i  and  as  a  great  man  he  was  greatly  re- 
fpefted.  Toung  men f aw  mey  and  bid  tbemfehes ;  tbe 
agcdarofe^  and  flood  up  \  princes  refrained  talking^  and 
ngbles  held  tbeir  peace  y  unto  me  men  gave  ear,  and  kept 
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JtioM  at  n^  cou»fd.  But  now  God  had  loofed  the 
cord  of  bis  love,  which  had  long  vifibly  embraced 
hiixi»  and  all  that  he  hadj  and  had  forely  afliidked 
him  \  and  thofe  who  feared  him  before^  foeiog  him 
fo  debafed  and  humbled,  caft  off  all  reverence,  re« 
fped,  and  even  natural  alfc&ion>  and  Q)ared  not  to 
fpit  in  his  face«  TioKS  of  trial  di&over  the  aSec* 
tions  of  thofe  who  love  in  deed  and  in  truth,  iirom 
thoie  whofe  love  is  di(fimul|itioB.  B«t  neither  of 
thefe  bridles  are  meant  in  my  text,  God  does  not 
fay^  I  will  put  my  bridle  in  thy  lips ;  but, 

72vr^  ftiaU  be  a  kridU  in  the  jmm  of  the  people^ 
caufing  them  t»  err  ;«*^which  plainly  fhewi  that  thefo 
perfons  do  not  receive  the  Spirit  of  God^  nor  the 
truth  of  God  in  the  love  of  it;  hecaufe  they  are  gtven 
up  tojirgng  delufiimSi  that  they  p$af  believe  a  lie  ;•— ^r 
this  bridle  fhall  coufe  them  to  err.  This  bridle  ia 
not  unbelief,  nor  is  it  falfe  do^ioe;  for  it  is  a  bridkt 
chat  guides  a  perfbn  into  &lfe^  dodbrinc,  or  tba( 
caufes  them  to  err,  or  to  go  aftrxy  into  all  manner 
of  errors*  And  what  cao  this  bridle  be  ^  Wby,  it 
is  pride.  Pride  is  the  devil's  rod,  or  fceptre,  by 
which  he  rules.  In  the  mouth  ofthefooli/b  is  a  rod  of 
pride  i  but  the  lips  of  the  "mifefhdl  preferve  them.  Prov. 
xiv.  3.  Before  ever  God  gives  a  man  up  to  believe 
«  lie,  or  to  fall  into  danrnable  herefieSi  which  lead 
to  deftrudion,  the  devil  is  fure  to  get  this  bridle 
into  his  jaws.  Pride  goes  before  defiruStioHj  emd  a 
haughty Jj^rit  before  a  fall.  Prov.  xvi,  1 8.  This  is 
;h«  bridle  that  leads  aftray.    ^ke  pride  of  thy  heart 
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both  deceived  ibee.  Jer.  xlix.  1 6.  And  again :  fiau 
baft  rebuked  the  proud  that  are  curjedy  wbicb  da  err 
from  thy  commandments^  Pf.cxix.  ai.  And  to  this 
agrees  the  apoftle :  If  any  man  teach  otbermfe^  and 
coffent  not  to  wbolefome  words ^  even  the  words  ofomr 
Jjord  Jefus  Cbrift^  and  to  the  doffrine  whkb  is  accord-^ 
ing  to  godtinefs  \  be  is  fraud ^  knowing  nothings  but  dotmg 
about  queftions  and  ftrifes  of  words ^  whereof  cametb 
envy^ftrifes^  railings^  evilfurmtfings^ferverfe  d^nitings 
rfmen  rf  corrupt,  minds,  and  defiitute  of  the  truth. 
I  Tim.  vi.  4, 5,  The  devil  is  a  wife  and  cun^ 
Dingadverfary,  and  well  knows  what  is  moil  hateful 
to  God ;  and  there  is  nothing  more  hateful  to  him 
than  pride.  It  was  tliis  very  bridle  that  led  the 
devil  from  the  truth,  even  to  become  the  father  ^ 
hes.  The  Lord  fays.  He  abode  mt  in  the  truth : — 
what  led  him  from  it  i  The  apoftle  tells  us  :  N<a  a 
novice,  lefty  being  lifted  up  with  pride,  he  fall  into  the 
eondemnation  (f  the  devil.  1  Tim.  iii.  6.  Pride  lifted 
the  devils  up  into  felf-admiration,  and  for  which 
God  charged  them  with  folly*  Job  iv.  1 8.  And  this 
bridle  is  in  their  jaws  to  this  day :  hence  they  alpirc 
even  to  imitate  God,  and  wan:  to  be. worihipped  as 
God.  The  Saviour  himfelf  was  tempted  by  the 
devil  to  fall  down  and  worfhip  him.  When  Satan 
gets  this  bridle  into  the  jaws  of  a  (inner,  he  is  itire 
to  make  him  hold  his  head  up,  and  to  walk  with  a 
ilifF  neck.  His  heart  is  fwoUen,  and  puffed  up  like 
a  bladder,  until  his  blafphemy  boils  up,  and,  runs 
out  of  his  mouth :  hence  the  yfzxvmg'r^Taik  no  m^re 
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Jo  exceeding  proudly,  lei  not  arrogancy  tome  out  of  your 
tnouth :  for  the  Lord  is  a  God  of  knowledge,  and  hy  him 
anions  are  wetted,  i  Sam.  ii.  3,  A  profcffor,  reined 
up  with  this  bridle,  is  the  moft  dangerous  man  in 
the  world  among  weak  believers :  hence  God  bleflcs 
the  poor  fimple  foul  that  cafts  off  all  love  and  re- 
fpect  for  him.  Bkjfedis  the  man  that  mdketh  the  Lord 
his  trufly  and  refpeSeth  not  tbeproud,  norfuch  as  tura 
aftde  to  Res.  Pfalm  xl.  4,  O  what  a  blefling  it  is  to 
be  kept  from  the  foot  of  pride,  which  leads  to'pre- 
fumptuous  fins,  and  involves  men  in  the  great  tranf- 
greflion.  O  love  the  Lord,  all  ye  hisjahus :  for  the 
Lord  preferveth  the  faithful,  and  plentifully  rewardetb 
the  proud  doer.  Pfalm  xxxi.  23. 

Men  of  this  caft,  and  in  this  ftate,  aft  the  fame 
reftlefs  part  that  the  devil  does — ^always  meddling 
V^ith  religion,  though  always  confcious  that  they 
have  none :  and  fo  it  is  with  Satan.  Go  into  what 
part  of  the  world  you  may,  you  Ihall  find  Satan 
carrying  on  fome  fort  or  other  of  falfe  religion : 
among  the  Turks,  the  Arabs,  the  Egyptians,  Ro- 
mans, Ruffians,  Indians  :  go  where  you  will,  you 
fliall  find  idolatry,  fuperftition,  will-worfhip,  a  form 
of  godlinefs,  altars,  temples,  facrifices,  foothfaying, 
or  fomething  called  devotion ;  and  all  againft  God^ 
and  in  oppofition  to  him :  and  hence  Satan  is  ftyled 
the  god  of  this  world, — and  a  world  of  worfliippcrs 
he  has  got  in  it. 

A  man  with  this  bridle  in  his  jaws  is  juft  like 
a  bear  widi  a  muzzle ;  he  can  eat  nothing  that  is 

good- 
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good.  The  beft  fpiritual  provifion  that  can  be  dealt 
out  from  a  pulpit^  the  moft  delicious  food  or  richeft 
fare  that  was  ever  fet  before  the  houfliold  of  faitb» 
all  paffes  by  his  mouth.  The  man  with  this  bridle 
in  his  jaws  is  never  fufFered  fo  much  as  to  taftc  that 
the  Lord  is  good  or  gracious* 

With  this  bridle  he  is  reined  up  fo  high,  and  Satan 
holds  him  in  fo  tight,  that  he  can  (loop  to  nothing; 
no,  not  to  divine  revelation.  There  is  not  one  lub- 
lime^myftery  in  the  kingdom  of  God, — no  revela- 
tion that  God  hath  ever  made  of  himfelf^  of  hii 
.wondrous  works  of  creation,  providence,  grace,  or 
redemption,  that  he  can  fubmit  to :  he  is  wife  above 
all  that  is  written. 

Let  the  highway  to  glory  be  never  fo  clearly  caft 
up,  and  the  ftumbling  blocks  removed — ^let  the 
llandard  be  ereded,  and  God's  banner  dilplayed— 
let  the  door  of  hope  be  opened,  and  the  path  of  life 
made  never  fo  plain — it  is  all  in  vain  :  an  infernal 
fpirit  ruling  within  perverts  every  thing ;  and  one 
check  by  Satan  with  this  bridle  turns  him  out  of 
the  way.  This  bridle  (hall  be  in  his  jaws,  caufing 
him  to  err  5  for  God  (in  juft  judgment),  by  the  in- 
ilrumentality  of  Satan,  leads  bim  forth  with  the  werk- 
ers  of  iniquity  i  hut  peace  Jball  be  upon  JfraeL — He  is 
given  up  of  God  to  firongdeluftons^  that  be  may  believe  a 
lie,  and  be  damned,  for  not  receiving  the  truth,  hut  taking 
pleafure  in  unrightecu/nefs.  And  the  devil,  with  this 
bridle,  rides  him,  curbs  him^  reins  him,  and  turns 
him  whitherfoever  he  will.     A  whip  for  tb^  borfr,  et 

bridU 
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if\diif»  the  afsi-Md  a  ted  fir  Aefioh  b^kk^  fiiitfa 
the  wife  man. 

He  is  a  wonder  to  himfelT,  and  dands  a^niihed 
at  his  own  wifdoiti*  Every  (alie  ray  that  the  devil 
(transformed)  darts  into  his  heart  or  head,  every 
time  he  looks  into  the  r€ri{>tures  with  his  faUe  niir«* 
ror»  Nvhat  wonders  docs  he  behold !  All  his  difco^ 
veries  are  fuch  as  have  lain  hid  fince  the  world  be« 
gan,  ti]^  this  wonder  of  wonders  arofe,  xill'  he  arofo 
^  prophfec  in  Ifrael !  Every  fervant  oE  God  that  he 
hears,  eVe^y  God-fearing  man  that  he  converts 
with)  heightens  his  aftonl(hnnent  and  admiration* 
What  fo(3l^,  what  blind  bats,  what  poor  idiots,  do 
they  all  appear  to  be,  when  compared  to  himfel^ 
and  to  that  perfection  of  wifdom  that  dwells  in  him ! 
Now  and  chci>,  indeed,  there  IhaU  be  a  difcovery 
madei  a  Wf  of  light  darted,  a  trudt  hrougbt  fbxtb, 
or  fuch  a  found  fpeech  dro{^>€d,  wbicii  he  camoc 
condemn,  and  which,  for  a  moment,  n^ay  ibggcr 
him  ;  but  this  is  but  feldom t*^— and,  as  foon  asever 
the  devil  perceives  this,  he  ftickshis  fpursin  his  fide, 
and  gives  him  another  clieck  with  this  double  bd-- 
die ;  and  away  goes  Jack,  kicking  up  behind,  for  iic 
muft  lift  up  bis  htels  at  tvtxy  thing  that  &yours  of 
Chrift. 

In  all  his  Searches  and  refearches  God  oppolcs 
him.  Gedreftfleth  the  proud  \  hut  bepvitb  graa  n  4be 
htmble.  He  fearches  the  fchptures  to  fupport  his 
damnable  herefies,  and  to  ftreogthen  hitnfelf  itt 
his  wickjedncfs.    God  refifts  bimj  and  ic  appears  a 

jfealed 
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fialed  book :  he  rages  at  it,  and  ftomift ;  perverts 
it,  and  brings  forth  his  ilrong  reafons  againft  it  :-— 
ftili  it  gaJIs  him^  till  at  laft  he  ridicules  it^  and  rails 
againft  it,  and  defpifes  it ;  mid  be  ibat  di/ptfctb  tbc 
toordJhaU  be  dejiroyed.  He  lies  in  wait  to  deceive 
the  humble,  teachable,  traffcable  (bul,  that  walks  in 
the  fimplicitf  of  die  gofpel  j  but  God  refifts  him, 
and  difcovers  to  the  meek  and  lowly  believer  the 
hardened  ftate  and  (linking  favour  of  this  tool  of  Sa- 
tan ;  and  he  (huns  him,  and  flees  from  him.  Thcfe 
he  hates  the  word,  and  tries  the  hardeft  to  deceive ; 
and.  with  thefe  he  has  the  lead:  fucceis  i  for  God  re* 
fifts  him,  and  inftru£b  his  own  children  by  his  Spi- 
rit. He  guides  tbe  meek  in  judgment^  ibe  meek  will  be 
Uacb  bis  way.  He  labours  to  en(hrine  and  exalt  him« 
felf  in  the  eyes  and  afiedions  of  God's  people,  in 
order  to  exclude  them  from  Chrift,  and  that  he 
may  be  looked  up  to  as  a  wonder  from  the  Lord  of 
hc^s  :  but  God  refifts  him,  till  every  profeflbr  that 
has  any  reverence  of  God,  or  refped  for  him,  de- 
ipiies  him,  and  looks  upon  him  as  an  incurable  le- 
per,  with  the  plague  in  his  head,  as  a  perilous  traof* 
grelTor^  a  hardened  rebel,  a  curfed  vagabond,  an  in- 
carnate devil,  and  a  walking  hell,  with  every  viGble 
token  of  perdition  upon  him;  and  ihuns  himj  and 
dreads  him,  as  he  would  a  fiery  fyingjerpent. 

It  is  upon  thefe  animals  that  the  devil  carries  on 
the  affairs  of  his  kingdom,  and  his  (late  matters. 
Without  fuch  men  as  thefe  he  could  not  well  fup- 
port  his  intereft  againll  the  glorious  lightiuid  power 
*       :  of 
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of  the  gofpel  of  Chrift.  It  is  by  fuch  that  Satan 
fpread^  his  dodbrines^  blindnefs  of  mind>  confufiofij^ 
hardnefs  of  heart,  hatred  to  the  truths  pride,  and 
prefumption ;  in  all  which  the  kipgdom  of  Sataa 
Hands*  There  is  not  a«iyftery  in  the  Bible,  npt  a 
dod^^inc  ?ffential  to  falvation,  but  what  thefc  mct^ 
wiU  attac\c*  What  arrogancy  will  they  difchargq 
from  their  n)oyth  agsunlt  the  glorious  dodrine  o£ 
the  Trinity  >  agajnft  the  deity  of  the  Son  of  God  ^ 
and  againft  the  perfonality  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  I 
y^hat  contempt  will  they  pour  upon  the  fatisfac-: 
j^'n  jChrift  ma(ie  by  h}s  faqrjfice  j  and  upon  the  ef- 
ficacy, weight,  an4  worth  of  all  his  meritp^ious  yn-: 
^ertajkiJigSi  fuffcrings,  fnd  finiflj^d  workl  TTp  thefij 
Chriil  becomes  .a  Ih^rc,  a  trap,  and  a  ftumbUng^ 
They  kick,  and  he  fmites ;— they  presume,  and  h^ 
Jtrfiftsj— they.peiep  anfi  mutter^  and  Hp  baffles  an^ 

confounds  tbcav  .  ^ 

Hence  we  f?c,  th^t  where  {he  gofpel  conies,  ther^ 
3atan  ftirsj^  and  the  more  the  power  ^f  God  attends 
the  word,  the  rpore  Satan  lays  abqut  him.  Some 
hear  the  wpr4,  and  giye  their  aflcnt  and  conlcnt  to 
\t  i  but,  as  foon  as  they  go  frona  the  houfe  c/f  God, 
then  coiT^es  the  wicked  one,  ai^d  fteals  away  the 
word  fowo.  in  their  hearts,  and  they  become  un- 
fruitful. Another  hears  it  with  pleafure  and  de- 
light, till  zeal,  diligence,  jqy,  and  a  vifible  refprma- 
tion  appears ;  but  thefc?  Satan  fills  wich  the  deceit- 
fulnefs  of  riches,  and  the  cares  of  this  life,  and  leads 
them  ^way  after  thefc  things,  till  he  chokes  'the 

C  word. 
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*rord.  Another  fort  hear  it,  and  rccdtc  it  iid^o*' 
allf  in  their  heads^  and  wonderAiI  gifb  and  abtfitiel 
fbUow ;  biit  then  this  ftony  ground  afi^irdfl  no  deptl^ 
for  the  word  to  root  in»  thefe  haring  no  root,  ift 
time  of  temptation  fall  aw^y*  Others  fafl  iqeo  Sa« 
tan's  fieve,  and  are  eSbdualljr  ifaook,  to^bd^  torn- 
bfedj  and  irinnow^d ;  but  to  theft  th^  L^rd  ap- 
pears, and  takes  the  prey  fix>m  the  mightjr,  and 
delivers  the  lawful  captive,  who  never  forgets  Ai 
wormwood  and  the  gall.  And  thofe  who  cfcapt 
the  Seve  are  caught  In  Satan*s  MV/r  s  and  this  is  d^ 
worft  of  aU;  for  Satan  will  never  let  iuch  aa  6ni 
reft  till  he  hath  involved  him  in  the  guik  of  Aa 
great  tranlgreflion :  he  wilt  make  him  with  Aii 
bridle  fet  his  mbuth  ^ainft  tte  heavens,  and 
toi^e  go  through  the  earth,  by  circulating 
damnable  berefy.  But  the  Lord's  cho^  ones  re- 
turn to  the  chief  Shepherd  and  Bilhop  of  ibul^ 
while  waters  of  a  full  cup  are  wrung  out  unto  dienu 
Blefled  be  God  for  convincing  us  of  our  ij^rance 
and  blindnefs,  and  for  humbling  us  to  fubmit  m 
divine/evclauon  j  but,  above  all,  for  keeping  us 
fi-om  kickbg,  ftumbling,  and  taking  offence,  at  the 
glorious  foundation  that  he  hath  laid  in  Zion. 

Again. — ^This  bridle  is  faid  to  be  in  the  jaws 
of  the  people,  caufing  them  to  err.  Job  makes 
mention  of  the  jaws  of  the  wicked»  /  was  a  fa^^r 
to  the  poor :  and  the  cauje  which  I  knew  not^  IJearchei 
$uf.  And  I  krahe  the  jaws  of  the  wicked,  a^dfluckt 
tbtj^il  out  if  his  teeth.  Job  3{xix.  ;^,  17.    Job 

con^res 


(    Si    ) 

C0Qi^are$  thefe  i(poilers  to  a  voraciofu$  beaft^  or 
snailiff*  dog,  which^  when  they  {esze  a  child^  a  lamb, 
kid,  oc  cal^  kold  fo  faft,  that  there  is  no  fuch  thing 
as  jrcfcinng  the  poor  creature,  but  by  wrenching 
open  the  jaws  by  yioience.  Juft  &ch  is  an  oppref* 
Cer,  a^rinder  .of  the  hcc  of  the  poor^  an  over-reach-^ 
er,  an  overbearer,  who  is  as  infitiable  after  money, 
95  A  ftarven  be  aft  is  a&cr  prqr  '•  %^  ff"^^  d^gs  can 
nevir  inm  tno^gb ;  «thqr  jgo  about  the  city,  and  gria 
li^e  a  dog,  and  fin¥ige>  but  ane  never  (atisfied. 
Job  4et  Jujcnielf  ;aeajnft  thefe^  and  i^aifed  the  court 
againft  them^  and,  made  them  rellnquiQi  the  fpoil 
they  had  taken.  £Gf  halbfwalbwed  down  tUhts^  ixj% 
Job,  hit  hi  JbaU  vmU  thm  ap  aj^m^i  GodfiaU  cafi 
llkm<ma  rfhis  heB^.  Juft  fuch  a  beaft  of  prey  is  a 
yL(M  \A  iheep';i  tiiothing,  among  the  (beep  and 
Umhs  4C)f  vthe  Xx>rd:s  fqld  i  or^  to  keep  to  my  text* 
juft  Jiich  an  one  a%  a  ^d^^nanabie  hpretic,  with  this 
bcidk  Af  .thp  dpril  in  hi$  jaws :  tp  devour,  divide^ 
andXcatter.the  A^pafChriftisallhis  work;  and 
he  ib  Xo  b$nt  lippp  it,  rimikis  fi^tp  is  (4dm  mw^% 

The  tiqriHcal  .bo^  ^rf'.Qhiift  \»  compared  .to  the 
biiman  body,  and  the  different  members  of  the 
biody  .to  individual  believers  of  different  fizes  in 
grp(^th,  or  in  different  ft^gejs  of  gracir.  yhtfM 
and  the  ^^r  repr^icnt  the  diligent  and  the  attentive 
bdieiver  1  ^.fiach  jas  thffe  th^  devil  is  moft  watch- 
ful aver ;  and  whan  one  of  die^.  devourers  of  tha 

poor  4od*j)^y^yw  .been  let  Joofe  upon  the  ^ck» 
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nothing  has  been  left  for  the  Lord  but  three  maii^ 
gled  members,  and  thefe  fick  in  bed.  Thus/aiih ' 
tht  Lord^  As  the  Jhefberd  takttb  out  of  the  mouth  of 
the  lion  two  legs^  or  a  pece  of  an  ear ;  fo  Jbalt  the 
children  of  Ifrael  be  taken  out  that  dwell  in  Samaria^ 
in  the  comer  of  a  bed^  and  in  Damajcus  on  a  coucL- 
Amos  iii.  1 2.  ' 

In  the  heart  of  this  monfter  of  iniquity  Satait 
rules ;  in  his  vain  imagination  Satan  is  exalted,  and 
there  he  raifcs  his  high  towers  of  fclf-conccit,  hu- 
man wifdom,  felf-fufficiency,  independency,  carnal 
reafon,  and  the  wonderful  light  of  fallen  nature  5  and 
every  other  high  thing  that  exalteth  itfelf  againfi  the 
knowledge  of  Chrifi,  that  not  one  thought  may  ever  go 
into  captivity  to  the  obedience  of  him.  The  reins  of 
this  bridle  is  infernal  power,  which  leads  this  de- 
luded wretch  captive  at  his  will  j  nor  can  he  recover 
him/elf  out  of  this  fn  are  of  the  devil:  he  hath  chofen 
his  own  way,  and  God  hath  chofen  his  delufions. 
The  bit  of  this  bridle  is  pride;  and  a  poor  wretch 
hardened  and  iliiFened  with  pride  Would  link  into 
evcrlafting  burning,  befoife  he  would  bow,  yield, 
fubmit,  or  acknowledge  an  offtnce,  or  himfelf  in  an 
error.  The  Jewilh  pharifees  would  plunge  them- 
felves  in  the  guilt  of  innocent  blood,  and  into  the 
unpardonable  fin  up  to  the  neck,  and  ekpofe  their 
nation  to  ruin,  and  themfelves  to  the  gr^ateft  dam- 
nationi  rather  than  fubmit  to^  the  perfon  or  doc- 
trines of  Chrift,  or  acknowledge  the  truth  of  one 
char^  brought  againft  them  by  the  Son  t>f  God. 
T    ...»        1  .  w  This 
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*t\ns  bridle  was  in  their  jaws,  and  the  devil  rode 
them,  and  managed  tbem>  in  all  their  perfccution^ 
of  Chrift,  from  the  manger  to  the  crofs :  and  they 
purfued  him  as  bad  after  his  refurredion^  until  the 
Roman  fword  catne  upon  them ;  and  then,  juft  as 
Pharaoh  and  his  troopers  perilhed  in  the  Red  Sea, 
fo  thcfc  were  drowned  in  deilru£tion  and  perdition  j 
for  wrath  came  upon  tbem  to  the  uttermoft  %  and  at  the 
day  of  judgmmt  Jucb  (faith  ChsnA)  Jball  go  awttf  with 
the  devil  and  his  angels. 

God  hath  (et  a  hrand  upon  feveral  clalTes  of  peo- 
ple»  which  thofe  who  are  fldlled  in  phyfiognomy 
may  read :  a  wbore^s  forehead  exhibits  a  defiance  of 
all  virtue,  modefty,  and  chaftity ;  it  can  redden  at 
nothing ;  nothing  can  deface  it  but  Mary^s  repent* 
once.  The  midnight  cry  will  make  them  change 
pale>  but  it  will  not  make  them  blujh.  A  fallen 
countenance  informs  us  of  the  deftrudion  of  a  faUe 
hope,  and  of  fome  awful  bill  of  indi6tment  being 
filed  in  the  court  of  confcience.  A  fad  countenance 
on  the  butler  and  baker  of  Pharaoh  informed  Jo* 
fcph  of  the  forrow  of  their  hearts.  The  anxiety, 
pious  concern,  wilhful  eyes,  and  blubbered  cheeks 
of  the  fpoufein  the  Song,  told  the  daughters  of  Je- 
rufalem  that  fhe  was  crolTed  in  love.  fVbither  is  thy 
beloved  gone^  0  thou  foir eft  among  women  ?  IVbither  is 
thy  beloved  turned  afide^  that  we  may  JeA  him  with 
thee  ?  The  fcorner  in  his  chair  is  to  be  known  by 
his  brow  of  brqfsy  which  no  reproof  nor  rebuke  from 
man,  no  warning  nor  allurement  by  the  miniflry, 

ever 
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ever  tnetts  or  teoiovtn  A  pipift  Cttmcs  the  outfit 
of  the  bcaft  ia  his  ibreheadi  judicial  Uindncis,  hi^ 
gotry^  hatred,  aad  fcurenge^  one  (evident  cnoi]^ 
But  this  ungovernable  anioiai  ifi  my  teit^  when  he 
ia  equip|)edt  is  the  oioft  <:on^>fcuous  «f  «U :  defi-* 
ance  of  heaven  appeftraoniiis  braw,  ^ride  fweUs  his 
checks^and  Satan  looks  through  hiseyo^and  aevo* 
fuffers  one  plain  truth>  in  raal  hoiiefty»'«vcr  to  cooie 
from  his  mouth,  fhis  &  Sbepak  bcr/i^  md  JbeAm 
fis  on  him  is  Death,  and  bell  foUows  bkn.  Rar.  ^  8. 
Be  not  like  a  horfe  x>r  mule,  which  -have  no  undcr-^ 
ftanding,  whofe  mouth  muft  be  held  in  with  bk  and 
i)ridle»  and  I  will  gukie  you  imth  mine  -ejse,  ftith 
the  great  Commander  and  Leader  of  his  peqple;^ 
and  where  this  eye^  this  true Jight  ihmes,  -God  ginat 
we  may  ever  fbUow,    Ameo>  and  amen* 


THE  xniK 


T.  tofieyi  PriAtM>  M«.Co«r^  FteettStneiiMltak 


Cy') 


DISCOVERIES   AND   CAUTIONS 

•TAOM 

THE   STREETS  OF  ZION, 
BY   A  WATCHMAN    OF  TH8   NIGHT. 


0 

A     SERMON, 

OBLIVERBD   kv 

PROVIDENCE    C;HAPEL, 

OCTOBER  22,  1798, 

By  friLLIJM  HUNTINGTON,  S.S. 

MINISTEH   OP   THE   GOSPEL 

AT  PllOVIDBNCE  CHAPEL,  LITTLE  TITCHPI£LX)-8TRE£Ty 

AND  AT  MONKWELL-STRBET  MEETING. 


^ 


60f  IIT    A   watchman;    X.1^    HIM   D»CLAAS    WBAT    SI   fBXTH. 
X    AM    tKT    IN    My   WARS    WHOLE    NXGBTf.     Ifa.XXl.  6»8. 

g-  ■    »  I  '  1  '.H      ■■  ■■!■ 

SECOND    EDITION, 


LONDON; 

Y&lNT^D  BY  X*  BBN8tBT>  BOLT  COURT,  FLBBT  STjtBBT. 

Sold  at  Proridence  Chapel  on  Monday  and  Wednefday  £?enings,  and  at  Mofik« 
well-Street  Meeting  en  Toefday  Eveniogi ;  by  T.  Green,  Mo.  93,  and 

^  J.Baker,  No,  2%6,  O^tford-Street;    Ceotft  CaUadlne»  lookieUer,  Lei. 

cefter;    Benjamin   Gateward,  Watchmaker,  Hitcbin/  Herts;    Thomaa 

Barfton,  Market  Place,  Grantham,  LincolnHure^  at  the  Chapel  in  the 

CliflF,  Lewes,  Suflei^;    by  A.  Batten,   fta,  WeUn^n,    HerU}    and  by 
J/Jamefon,  Peniith,  Cumberland. 

1802. 


f  < 


m 

t 

0XA&  Sir, 

THE  rcqueft  we  are  going  to 
make,  w^  truft,  is  under  an  impreflion  from  Him 
who  has  left  it  on  record,  that  when  he  was  lipon 
iearth,  he  prayed  to  his  heavenly  Father,  not  for  hia. 
difciples  then  wifh  him  alone,  buft  for  thofe  alfo  who 
ihpuld  in  future  believe  on  him  through  their  word  i 
'  taking  into  his  viewj  and  e^reffing  the  love  of  his 
heart  for,  all  that  his  Father  ha4  given  to  him, 
which  were  afterwards  to  appear  in  the  world,  down 
to  die  laft  hoof,  which  is  not  to  be  left  behind,  or 
the  lail  ftone  that  (hall  be  laid  in  the  building  of 
mercy,  Wc  have  heard  the  word  this  night  from 
your  mouth,  not  as  the  word  of  the  man  who  deli^ 
yered  it,  but  as  pf  Qod,  who,  we  arc  well  convinced, 
gave  it  to  you.  And,  as  we  know  it  concerns  not 
us  only,  but  the  eledt  of  God  at  large,  and  the  rifing 
generation  that  are  to  fucceed  us,  we  wiib  it  to  be 
fpread  in  the  prefent  4ay>  wd  handed  down  to  thofe 
jwhom  it  may  concern  when  time  with  us  is  no  more. 
With  this  yicw^  having  reafon  tp  blefs  pur  gracious 

A«  God 


(    4     ) 

« 

God  for  condefcending  fo  eminendy  to  enlighctOs 
teach^  and  tnftru£t  you^  fo  as  to  caufe  you  to  go  not 
only  .(^efbrf  ys,  but  before  a|iy  we  h^ye  h^aid  of 
known  of,  Richer  in  tl)e  prefent  day  or  for  ages  paftji 
we  wifh  you  to  be  at  the  trouble  to  write  dewo,  as 
nearly  as  you  can^  the  Sermon  this  evening  deliyered^ 

and  to  permit  us  four  to  be  at  the  expenfe  of  [»int« 
ing  and  publifh^ng  tl^e  fame;  in  doing  which  we 
believe  you  will  not  only  oblige  and  ftrve  ys,  but 
thoufands  befides  in  *  the  prefent  day,  and  alio  ua* 
known  numbers  of  God's  children  yet  unborn.  Re- 
membering  that  light  is  fown  for  the  righteous,  let 
tks  not  fpare  fome  pains  and  expcnfe  to  comnt\unicaic 
and  hand  down  to  others  a  little  of  what  it  pleafe^ 

4 

'God  to  fhcw  you.    Wc  remain* 

Dear  Sir^ 

« 

Affeflionatcty  yours, 

Monday  Evening.  ^  y.  L 

22d  Oaobcr.  l/gS,  **  y^ 


A    SERMON. 


Rev.  iii.  c. 

Hf  ibat  ovmmetby  the  fame  Jball  he  clotbid  in  wbUe 
raiment  i  and  I  will  no$  blot  out  bis  name  out  of  tbe 
book  aflife  i  but  I  will  ftmfefs  bis  name  before  my 
Father^  and  before  bis  angels. 


The  church  of  Sardis  certainly  was  a  type  or 
-figure  of  the  church  of  God  in  the  preient  day  j 
which  appears  from  the  next  nnemioned  church, 
called  that  of  Philadelphia^  having  an  open  door  fet 
before  the  angel  of  it,  which  no  man  can  Ihut,  and 
which  (hews  the  univerfal  (pread  of  the  golpel,  till 
the  earth  be  filled  with  the  knowledge  and  glory  of 
God  as  the  waters  cover  the  fea  i  and  when  that  glo- 
rious time  (hall  be  over,  the  laft  church  of  the /even 
will  appear,  and  which  will  end  with  the  world ;'  for 
what  is  faid  to  that  church  exa&ly  agrees  witk  the 
account  of  the  wife  and  foolilh  virgins  in  Matt..xxv. 
when  the  bridegroom  will  come,  and  find  profeflbrs 
flumbering  and  fleeping.  Which  is  there  called,  luke-» 
warm  in  their /ouls ;  when  he  will  ihutthe  door,and 
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ipew  all  (!ilrelefs  and  lifdefs  profeflbrs  otft  of  fak 
mouth)  they  having  no  abiding  place  in  the  bowela 
of  his  mercy.  Hence  he  tells  the  lafl:  church  of  the 
feveni  that  he  ftands  at  the  door  and  knocks ;  and,  in 
his  account  of  the  laft  days,  he  blelTes  that  fervant 
vho^  when  he  cometh  and  knocketh,  fliaU  open  to 
him  immediately*  Moreover  when  he  writes  to  the 
Laodiceans  he  ftiles  himfelf  the  Jmen^  to  fhew  that 
he  then  comes  to  give  the  finifliing.ftroke  both  to 
the  church  and  to  the  word*  Hence  it  appears  that 
thefe  feven  churches  were  typical>  which  icGons  to 
be  die  reafon  why  tbefe  feven  churches  in  Afia  are 
written  to,  and  no  others ;  no,  not  fo  n)uck  as  the 
church  at  Jeruialem^  which  was  the  metrc^titan 
church,  and  the  mother  of  all  the  reft ;  and  which 
i|t  all  t|^ii)gs  hgd  th«;  pre-eminence,  by  being  the 
in^ther  p/  thrift,  for  1^  was  bom  there,  and  of  he^ 
^ccQrdingtp  the  fleflis  and  it  was  (he  that  firft  truflxd 
ip  binbaQ4  ftqm  whom  the  word  and  the  lawcaom 
fi>rth  to  ^l  natioM :  ind  yet  ^ven  fbe  is  not  nacwd 
m  thefe  epiftlesj  though  no  doubt  but  (he  is  included 
in  one  of  the  types  i  no,  nor  any  church  iit  Africaf 
iior  any:  in.  Europe ;  which  fhews  fhisjiy  that  they 
i^cre  types  of  churches  which  fiioifld  afterwards  ^ 
pe^r,  in  the  ifforld.  And,  sfi  Philadcjli^e  prefiguita 
i^t  a»t  glorious  appearing  Qf  the  church,  aad  thf 
V9lvcr&l  fpf  ead  of  tkc  gofpe)  in  the  world,  and  that 
of  JU^icea  iigtei«  with  the  Lprd's  accowt  «Oi« 
coining  t^judgn^Qnty  fo  the  church  of  Sardis  xq^re-^ 
ients^  the  churdiia  our  day  ^  aii4  csvcfy  tiusg  that  h 
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feid  to  thii  church  fcxaftly  agrfecs  with  it  ih  its  ^irc* 
fent  ftaite. 

In  addreflirig  this  ichurch  (thrift  ftilfs  himfcif  i&i 
Hat  batb  the  Jevenjpirits  ofGod^  and  thtjevmftars. 
By  the  feven  fpirits  of  God  is  not  meant  angels ;  for 
it  can  hardly  be  thought  that  angels  are  joined  with 
God  the  Father,  and  with  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  ytk 
lending  thefe  epiftles  to  the  churches^  as  in  chap,  i. 
^cr.  4i  5  \  but  the  Holy  Ghoft,  with  all  the  fulnels 
of  his  gifb  and  graces,  is  meant  \  and  by  the  (even 
ftars  the  feven  minifters  of  the  churches,  which,  like 
ftars,  hare  a  little  light  in  them,  and  which  is  re« 
flefted  from  Chrift;  and  their  being  in  Chrifl's  hand 
Ihews  their  weaknefs,  and  die  need  of  his  power  to 
ftipporti  protect,  and  keep  them, 

I  know  thy- works ^  thai  tbouhafi  a  nafne  that  thou 
iivefty  and  art  dead.  The  works  that  Chrift  requires 
are  the  works  of  faith,  the  labours  of  love,  and  the 
patience  of  hope,  performed  in  his  ftrength,  by  per- 
Tons  interfiled  in  him,  and  who  abide  in  him,  who 
fcnforce  and  defend  his  truth,  who  embrace  it,  hold  it 
faft,  and  abide  by  it.  All  works  ihort  of  thefe  are 
dead  works^  performed  by  perfons  dead  in  trelpaffe* 
tod  fins,  and  under  the  curfe  of  the  law,  and  the 
ientence  pf  their  own  confcience^  and,  what  is  moft 
dreadful  of  all,  they  are  damned  by  the  gofpel  i  it  is 
a  favour  of  death  \into  death  to  them,  being  only 
hypocrites  in  Zion. 

Thou  baft  a  name  that  thou  liveft,  and  art  dead. 
There  is  nqthing  more  comn^n  in  the  prefent  day 

A  4  than 


(   a   ) 

thin  to  hear  a  poor  canting  hypocrite  crying  out| 
b !  what  a  lively  niinifter  that  young  man  is  1  What 
a  lively  congregation  fuch  an  one  hath  !  That  and 
this  young  rban,  how  lively  they  are !  they  are  aliviQ 
lo  God  indeed  (  When,  at  itie  fanic  time,  if  you  a(k 
ninety-nine  out  of  an  hundred,  either  minifters  or 
people,  what  the  quickening  operations  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  are;  what  the  application  of  the  word  of  life  is 
when  fent  with  power;  what  it  is  to  pafs  from 
death  to  life  by  faith  ;  what  it  is  to  be  delivered  from 
the  (ting  of  death,  the  fear  of  death,  and  from  the 
law,  which  is  the  miniftration  of  death  f  and  what  a 
lively  hope  is,  what  repentance  unto  life  means,  and 
what  the  circumclfion  of  t|)e  heart  to  love  God  with 
all  the  heart,  that  we  may  live,  means ;  or  what  it 
is  to  have  Chrill  living  in  us ;  they  will  give  you 
juft  as  good  an  account  of  thefe  things  as  an  Hot* 

ft 

ten  tot,  and  no  better :  tbeybav€  a  name  to  live^  hf 
they  are  dead.  And  thofe  who  ^ve  them  this  name 
to  live  are  fuch  as  only  judge  according  to  appear* 
-ance,  and  not  righteous  judgment.  Nor  docs  their 
appearance  of  life  fpring  from  divine  things,  but  from 
human  inventions,  fuch  as  the  milTionary  bufineis. 
This  kept  many  of  the  flfying  troops  and  fcouting 
parties  for  a  long  time  in  life  and  motion :  novelty 
gives  Efe  to  many  thoufancTs.  Such  a  precious  foul 
is  coming  up,  and  preaclies  his  firft  fermon  at  lo  here-, 
fuch  an  one  takes  his  leave  at  to  there  \  but  divine 
life  is  neither  enforced  nor  defcribed  by  one  la fifty 
of  them ;  for,  if  fife  was  infifted  on,  they  would  be 

badly 
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\t2ii3fy  AObnded  by  thofe  who  have  only  a  name  i4 

Uve. 

'  Many  minifttrA  are  oblig^  to  hare  recourfe  to 
an  organ  before  a  little  falie  gke  can  be  raifed;, 
others  iludy  the  art  of  nioving  the  paflions  by  eii^ty 
oratory^  and  a  great  noife  s  others  are  kept  in  life 
and  naotion  by  abuQng  the  civil  powers,  and  crying 
up  the  majefty  of  the  jacobins ;  and  not  a  few  thou- 
fands  are  fed  and  kept  in  life  and  motion  by  thofe 
who  blacken  the  gofpel,  by  charging  it  with  the 
opprobrious  nannes  of  andnomianifm  and  licentious 
4o£lrine,  and  by  ridiculing  the  power  of  godlioels, 
and  thofe  who  preach  it,  and  thofe  who  enjoy  it.  The 
name  to  Uve  fprings  from  thefe  things,  and  not  from 
the  Holy  Ghoft*s  operations. 

Be  waicbfuly  andfirengthen  the  things  i»brcb  remain^ 
thai  are  ready  to  die.  The  iirft  of  thefe  woFds  con- 
tain a  reproof  for  blindnefsof  mindj  carnal  fecitrity, 
idlenefs,  ^nd  inattention.  And  blind  they  muil  bct* 
with  a  wimefs  \  for,  when  the  hour  of  temptation 
came  on,  they  expected  no  lefs  than  the  deftrudion 
of  all  rule,  government,  order,  and  diftinAion^ 
among  men,and  that  anarchy  was  to  ride  in  triumph; 
whereas  God  fent  it  as  a  fan  to  feparate  the  vile 
from  the  precious,  and  as  a  trap  to  difcover  and  take 
by  the  heel  the  inipoftors  and  hypocrites  in  Zion; 
and  they  are  fo  defperate  at  the  fuccefs  that  God 
gives  to  our  forces,  that  it  is  a  vexation  only  to  un-- 
derfbind  the  report,  and  will  terminate  as  the  pro- 
{ih^t  foretold  it  would,  namely,  that  thy  JhaUfret 

themfetves^ 
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tbeHtfelvis^  and  atrfe  hth  fhir  king  atid  Aeir  d^ 

and  look  ufwardi     ^ 

4 

Strengthen  tbt  thing  tohici  nmain  thai  ari  ridSf  t9 
Jie.  Thcfe  things  are  the  veflels  of  mercy  in  the 
furnace  of  affli&ion,  half  ftarred  for  want  of  the 
bread  and  water  of  life^  and  nothing  to  attend  bue 
^wells  without  water,  clouds  without  rain^  and  ihep-t 
herds  that  cannof  underftand;  they  want  their  ftate 
defcribed,  and  the  kind  invitations  and  eftcotirage^ 
menfis  of  the  gofpd  ipoken  experimentally  to  them; 
and  they  go  from  city  to  city  to  find  it,  but  all  'm 
vain.  And  there  is  fcarce  a  large  town  in  the  nation, 
but  what  you  will  find  here  and  there  a  little  company^ 
ftnfible  of  their  loft  ftatc,  labouring  in  bondage  and 
miieryi  but  none  to  feed  them ;  hypocrites  are  &d 
and  nourifiied  up  in  their  preiumption^  and  fbch  as 
ihefe  are  quite  ftarved.     Thefe  are  called 

The  things  which  remain ;  which  implies  that  great 
numbers  are  fallen  ofF;  and  this  is  moft  certainly  true 
with  rcfpe^t  to  our  day  of  profeffion.  Mr.  Winchef* 
ter^  who  laid  a  foundarion  for  hope  in  hell,  overthrew 
the  faith  of  many,  both  of  them  that  ftood  in  the  pul^' 
pit,  as  well  as  thofc  in  the  pew,  Mr.  Brothers,  the 
lunatic,  who  promifcd  abafis  for  hope  in  the  Saviour's 
fcpulchre,  and  that  we  Ihould  once  more  fcek  the. 
living  among  the  dead,  hath  flain  his  tboufands ;  but 
Tom  Paine  has  (lain  his  ten  thoufands ;  and  there  is 
not  one  in  a  hundred  of  them  that  remain  thatChrift 
takes  any  notice  of  i  it  is  only  the  few  things  which  are 
ready  to  die  (not  them  that  have  a  name  to  live 
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Itfhik  they  are  dead)  that  he  cares  for;  for  he  is  not 
iffe  God  of  the  dead^  but  of^  the  living.  His  com^ 
plaint  iSj 

Ibave  nat  found  thy  works perfeSf  h^ore  God.  The 

|)erfe&  work  of  a  golpel  minifter  is  doing  the  work 

9f  an  evangelift>  or  the  work  of  a  minifter  of  the 

Spirit  i  and  he  that  doth  it  mufl:  be  one  thax  is  born 

again*  and  intcrefted  in  the  love^  favour,  and  finiihe4 

fidvation  of  Chriit,  ^nd  in  union  with  hiaii  whQ 

Ihines  m  bis  light,  ftands  in  his  ftrength,  burns  in  hi^ 

kvej  ^nd  enjoys  life,  righteou&eis,  peace,  and  reli,  ia 

bim  I  and  fo  ipr^^ds.  the  truth  of  his  word,  the  power 

of  hb  h^ndj  the  favour  of  his  naoie,  the  myl^eries  of 

bis  kingdom,  and  the  benefits  of  his  crofs;  ^dj>jr 

enforcing  thefc  things  Influences  others,  by  the  gop4 

i^and  of  God  upo^  him,  who  pronaiies  to  giye  teftin 

](nony  to  tMe  word  of  his  grace,  and  to  no  other  doc*t 

trine :  this  is  a  divine  work,  and  therefore  called  4 

good  work,  and  perfeft  work,  becaufe  it  brings  fouls 

to  believe  in  Jefus,  to  love  him,  and  to  worfliip  Go^ 

^  fpirit  and  in  truth,  to  glorify  him,  and  to  afcribe  th< 

^ory  of  their  falvation  to  him.    But  the  works  here 

romplained  of  are  of  another  fort  \  time-ferving^ 

walking  in  craftineis,  and  handling  the  word  of  Gocl 

^ceitfully  \  which  is  legalizing  and  carnalizing  of 

them,  beginning  in  the  i|nrit  and  ending  in  the  fleih> 

confeQii^  truth,  and  publi(hing  it  at  the  beginning  of 

their  profeflion,  and.  then  departing  from  it,  and  con* 

demniog  it;  fwearing  allegiance  to  the  king,  and  thca 

f^fia(^hi9g  asa^ioit  him  \  fubfcribing  the  Articles  of 

the 
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the  Churchy  aftd  then  lampooning  them  atid  all  thaf 
tnaintain  them*  Thefe  are  the  works  of  the  prefenc 
day. 

Remember  therefore  bow  tbou  bhji  received  imd 
beardy  and  bold  fafi  and  repent.  How  the  church 
received,  and  what  (he  at  firft  heard>  may  be  feeii  in 
the  above  mentioned  articles^  predeftination  and 
eleAion^  redemption  by  the  blood  of  Chrift,  pardon 
and  peace  by  his  (acrificei  and  ju(tification  by  fiuth 
in  Ch  rift's  righteoufnels;  as  may  be  feen  in  LtUther*s 
Works,  in  Calvin's,  and  in  the  Church  Articles;  thcie 
are  the  things  which  ufed  to  be*  heard  and  received* 
But  can  we  fay  that  thefe  are  held  faft  in  our  days  ? 
No ;  fo  far  from  it,  that  the  generality  of  profeflbrs 
wage  war  with  every  one  that  preaches  them  and 
the  experience  of  them,  and  with  every  one  that 
profede^  them  and  abides  by  them.  The  Lord's 
exhortation  to  us  is,  to  hold  fail:. 

And  repent  ^{qt  the  generality  of  profeflbrs  are  with- 
out repentance,  and  altogether  ignorant  of  it,  and  fi> 
are  the  generality  of  preachers }  they  think  it  confifts 
of  a  little  natural  forrow,  fpringing  from  fclf-Iove, 
a  fenlc  of  guilt,  and  fear  of  future  punilhment;  but 
this  is  the  repentance  of  Judas  when  the  devil  en- 
tered into  him  j  whereas  true  repentance  follows  upon 
the  devil's  departure  out  of  the  (inner.  True  repent- 
ance is  not  preflfed,  fqueezed,  nor  extorted,  by  the 
workings  and  violent  ftruggles  of  guilt  and  wrath, 
fear  and  torment  j  but  it  flows  out  under  the  fin-par- 
doning operations  of  the  Spirit  of  love,  accompanied 

with 
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^th  die  blood  of  atonement^  attended  with  a  be^ 
lieving  view  of  Chrift  and  of  intereft  in  bim,  and  of 
God's  appearing  reconciled  and  weU^ppIeafcd  in  Jefus» 
ihining  upon  us  in  his  blefied  face^  accepting  us  in 
the  beloved^  an4  blefling  us  with  all  fpiritual  blefff 
ings  in  heavenly  places  in  him :  this  is  repentance 
pnto  life,  and  is  the  gift  of  God.  .  In  the  next  words 
9i)r  Jjojfd  calls  for  watchfyli^efs. 

Jffb^ifarg  fbtmjbaft  not  watfb^  Iwill  come  on  tbeo 
cs  a  fkief.  No  dpubt  but  this  is  fpoken  to  our 
watchnnen  in  Zion^  th$  generality  of  whoip  are  done 
blind  i  who  are  fp  far  from  going  about  the  city,  that 
they  do  not  know  th?  way  into  it  (EccL  x.  1 5) ;  and, 
ii)ft<;ad  of  ftahding pn  Zion's  walls,  which  are  falvation, 
they  are  for  the  moft  part  dead  in  trelpalTes  and  fins. 
A  watchman  is  to  give  the  time  6f  the  night,  to  found 
9n  ^larm  in  times  of  danger,  to  take  up  thieves  and 
foofe  perfpasg^  ^  to  o^ferve  the  morions  ^nd  ap- 
proaches of  invaders,  and  to  give  rimely  notice  to 
the  ctrizens,  that  they  may  be  upon  their  guard :  thi^ 
js  God's  account  of  a  watchman  ^  but  who  comes  up 
to  the  charafler  ?  Moft  of  our  watchmen  indeed  are 
l)oafting  of  our  great  Iight|  and  the  wonderful  fpread 
pf  the  gofpel,  when  I  think  that  we  are  finking  into 
one  of  the  darkeft  nights  that  ever  came  upon  gofpel 
Zion ;  and>  fo  far.  from  the  gofpel  being  univerfaliy 
Ipreadi  even  in  this  country,  I  doLAot  believe  that 
one  fermon  in  a  thoufand  that  is  preached  among  us 
bears  the  Icaft  refemblance  of  it,  if  Paul's  defcriptioit 
^f  the  gofpel  be  a  true  one.  He  tdls  us  that;  tbe  go/pel 
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is  the  power  ofGodmtofalvaiion  to  mery  one  that  he^ 
Uivetbi  that  it  is  the  minijiration  ofUft  andofriglte* 
wfiiejs  \  and  that  a  real  miniftei^of  it  is  a  minifier  of 
fbe  Spirit.  And,  if  this  be  true,  where  fhall  we  find 
fuch  gofpel  and  fuch  minifters  ?  Nor  can  we  Iky  diat 
tow  watchmen  have  apprehended  or  taken  into  coA 
tody  any  thieyes  or  robbers,  but  rather  confented 
with  them.  I  know  of  no  worfe  thieves  and  rob« 
bers  than  Papifts,  Arminians,  Arians,  and  Socinians, 
for  they  rob  God ;  but  many  of  our  blind  watchihen 
have  wifhed  God  fpeed  even  to  the  French,  and  (aid 
^  A  confederacy  *  to  all  the  other  dens  of  thieves;  and, 
jnftead  of  barking  or  giving  tongue  at  the  devil 
when  he  came  down  among  us,  the  mod  of  them 
were  dumb  dogs,  and  rather  fawned  upon  him  thai) 
Atherwifc.     If  therefore  thou  fhalt  not  watcb^ 

/  will  come  on  tbee  as  a  tbief.  The  thief  generally 
corned  when  people  are  moft  fecure,  and  when  he  is 
kail  expeded :  and  fare  I  am  that  Chrift  fulfilled  Hit 
Word  in  this  hour  of  tem^ation  \  for  he  ftripped 
Unany  wolves  of  their  fheep-fkins,  and  made  then) 
go  naked,  that  others  might  fee  their  fhame ;  he 
Gripped  many  of  their  hearts  of  all  their  inward  de- 
corations, fweepings,  and  garnilhings,  and  let  Satan 
feturn  again  to  his  houfe  whence  he  came  out  And 
this  was  vifible  by  the  rebellion,  revenge,  blood,  and 
flaughtcr,  they  breathed  forth  ;  fo  that  their  hearty 
might  truly  be  called  the  dragons'  dens,  and  their 
mouths  the  holes  of  the  afps.  Some  the  Lord  be- 
icavcd  of  their  houfes  and  goods,  of  their  preferments, 
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im&fisB,  and  fHends^  tnd  eren  of  their  own  native 
foiintiy,  by  tranfpordng  them  to  ftrange  lands,  as  un« 
worthy  to  rennain  19  their  own ;  others  he  cooped 
op  in  priibns,  depriving  dienn  of  the  common  liberty 
of  ftroDers  and  fertune-tellers;  and  ibme  he  fent  out 
6f  the  world  by  a  haker,  as  unworthy  of  life ;  and 
great  numbers  which  remain  among  us  have  had  their 
0ne  talent  taken 'from  them ;  many,  who  had  fomc 
found  notions  of  the  gofpdy  and  fome  good  views^ 
ind  who  were  capable  of  found  fpeech  which  could 
not  bie  condemned,  were  giren  up  to  the  devil  and 
Tom  Faine^  that  they  even  flicked  in  the  rebellion^ 
blafphemy,  and  carnal  logic^  of  that  man,  till  they 
ic6uld  not  produce  one  argument  but  what  was  point 
hhnk  agalnft  the  will  and  word  of  God :  thefe  were 
too  wife  to  be  ruled  and  governed  by  that,  and 
their  wililom  hath  perverted  diem.  Others,  who  had 
not  niuch  in  hand  but  a  deal  in  hope,  have  been 
^pped  alio ;  I  mean  thofe  who  have  been  long  pre« 
idiAingahd  expefting  the  ruin  and  deftruftion  of  all 
the  civil  rulers  in  Europe;  promifing  themfclves  from 
*eek  to  week  French  liberty  by  the  fword  of  France 
And  by  the  dcftriiftion  of  their  own  country;  thefe 
have  hoped  in  Buonaparte  and  the  Iriih  Papifts,  and 
have  cried  up  the  majcfty  of  the  people,  by  which 
they  meant  none  but  themfclves;  thefe  our  Lord  has 
depofed  from  their  imaginary  thrones,  and  from  all 
theprincely  dignity  that  they  have  &ncied,  and  demo* 
liflied  all  their  hopes  by  fending  the  Iriih  murderers 
out  of  the  world,  the  French  fleets  into  our  harbours^ 

and 
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nod  die  Uafphetxious  Rabihakehs  into  the  land  of 
Ham  inftcad  of  Jcrufalcm,  giving  Egypt  ifor  our 
raDfom.  Thus  has  our  dear  Lord  come  as  a  thie/^ 
and  unmaflced  the  impoftors  and  hypocrites  in  Ziob, 
and  hung  them  up  as  polluted  with  perjxiry,  rebeUion» 
and  blood,  to  contctnpf  before  a}!  the  righteous  io 
both  worJk)9. 

And  tbouftidU  not  kno^  tvkfit  hur  TwiU  come  upm 
thee.  This  hpyr  pf  pyr  Lord's  coming  was  to  be  a 
profound  fecret  till  he  was  pleafed  to  make  it  known; 
and  a  fecret  it  hath  been,  and  hid  in  God^  for  no  one 
commentator  hath  ever  defcribed  it,  or  hit  the  mark 
about  it;  which  (hews  that  prophecies  ar;  bcft  under* 
ftood  by  th$  fulfilment  of  them.  And,  when  this  hour 
of  temptation  did  coi^Ci  we  were  all  at  a  Io(s  to  know 
where  the  predi£tion  of  it  ^pod  in  icripturp,,-  and 
what  it  would  tenninate  im  and  thofe  who  feemed  to 
be  the  wifcft  about  it  were  the  fartheft  from  it.  It 
exercifed  my  mind  not  a  little  for  near  five  years,  till 
the  Juord  told  me  upon  my  bed,  by  a  voice  from  hea- 
ven, that  ^^  this  is  the  hour  of  temptation/'  and  I 
knew  the  voice,  and  who  it  was  that  (poke  it;  and  an 
hour  of  temptation  it  hath  been  with  a  witnefs.  Many 
thoufands  hath  the  devil  tempted  to  dig  pits  and  fet 
traps  and  fnares  for  the  lives  of  others,  wjio,  by  «hc 
juftice  of  God,  Haman  like,  have  fell  into  them 
thcmfelves.  Not  a  fnare  has  been  fct  by  Satan  or  hi^ 
agents,  not  avile  plan  hath  been  laid  eitberon  thecon-r 
iinent,  in  our  own  country,  or  on  board  the  Heets^ 
but  wh^t  our  God  has  difcovercd  and  marred^  an4 
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thrtywn  mbft'of  thi  contrivers  headlong  into  t^eiF- 
own  inventions  { fo  let!  thine  enemies  perifh,  O  Lord^ 
but  tbeai  thiat  love  thee  be  as  the  fun  when  he  goeth 
ibrth  in  his  itretigih^  and  let  our  land  have  reft  forty 
years. 

This  hour  of  temptation  hath  exercifed  and  tried 
the  hearts  of  tMhf  of  the'  chiMreh  of  God,  Whether 
thej*  would  be  kd  away  with  the  error  of  the  wicked; 
wfaethdr  thty  ^child  fall  from  their  oWn  ftedfaftnc^fsj^ 
and  follow  a  muldtude  to  do  evil  or  no.  Many  ini-l 
ppftors  ih  the  pulpits  and  hypocrites  in  the  pews  havd 
tfried  them  not  a  little,  befides  the  fly  and  private 
phnps  and  lacquies  of  the  devil,  who  daily  went  their 
nnmds  wifli  Tom  Paine's  books,  inflammacbry  panK 
phiets,  jacobine  new^iapers,  and  lunatic  prophecies.^ 
By  thefe  tempters,  and  thdr  temptations,  Gcd  hatl» 
tried  hfapeof^,  that  their  faith  and  obedience  might 
be  fiion;  wbeit  oAce  God^s  jodgmei^ts  fhotdd  returri 
tiDto  rightcoufnefs,  that  the  upright  in  heart  might 
follow  that.  Some  were  not  alittleftaggered  in  their 
confidence^  and  for  awhile  halted  about  a  confede**' 
racy :  but  God  healed  them  that  halted  i  nor  will  he 
fufier  them  that  are  6f  a  broken  and  a  contrite  hearty 
fuid  who  walk  humbly  with  him,  to  be  finally  deceived^* 
their  &lls  into  troubles,  their  trials  and  temptations, 
fliall  be  fan&ified  to  purify  them  and  to  make  them 
white :  and  fo  it  is ;  for,  when  God  makes  manifeft 
the  hearts  of  the  contrary  part,  thcfc  ftand  the  ftronger, 
Ihtne  the  brighter,  and  fee  the  better,  and  appear  the 
mii!6  phtn  by  having  God's  will,  word,  providence, 
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«ikI  gracC)  ori  their  Tide,  and  by  their  having  the 
mind^of  Chrift,  arid  by  God's  hearing  and  anfwcring 
d)eir  pra[yer3 1  when  the  prophecies,  defires^  wifhcs, 
prayers,  hppe$,  and  expe6balions  of  the  hypocrite,  all 
perifh  together.  This  has  been  the  cafe  in  our  day  i 
and  fo  it  follows, 

.  TbftH.ba/l:a  fiw  names,  &oen  in  Sardis^  wbkb  hm0 
noS  defiled  ibiHr  gArmenis  i  and  ibey  Jhall  walk  wiib  me 
in  tvbite,  fir  tbey  are  w^rtby.  This  is  Ipokcn  by  way 
of  wonder  and  aftonifliment,  that  in  our  days  there 
(hould  be  any  of  this  number  left,  when  io  many 
tboufands  both  of  mimfter»aod  people  were  carried 
away  in  this  hour  of  temptstibh :  but  ib  it  is ;  diece 
b  a  few  names  left ;  for,  when  the  lion  and  the  bear 
go  through  the  whole  flock,  tbe  Jbepberd  will  reeever 
4  leg  and  a  piece  of  an.  ear.    Amos  iir.  1 2v 

Now  thele  choice  ones  are  called  names^  netf  per- 
ions,  in^  which  (I  think)  the  myftery  i^  couched. 
Thefe  names  cannot  mean  the  name  Evangelift  9  for 
thoie  who  have  ftiled  themlelves  tbe  EtJ^angelicUl  ^Ji^ 
dation  are,  for  die  moil  part,  either  in  the  trap  of 
Tom  Paine  or  that  of  John  W  efley.     Thefe  names 
may  be  confidcred  as  names  which  impoftors,  wolves, 
and  hypocrites^  may  give  them  on  account  of  thear* 
fleadinefs,  ilatinch  adherence  to  truth,  and  fingu<^ 
larity,  juft  as  the  firft  faints  and  faithful  followers  of 
Chrift  were  called  Nazarenes^  A£ts  xxiv,  5 1  e^)ecially 
as  it  is  well  known  that  many  who  are  called  And- 
nomtans,  dangerous  m^riy  men  of  a  bad  fpirit,  bigots, 
narrow  ibuls>  and  even  ^'fpiritual  blackguards''  by 
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feme  men,  whom  the  devil  himfelfi  nor  all  his  agents, 
cannot  defile,  expofe  or  degrade,  by  all  the  wiles  that 
dre  ufed  in  this  hour  of  temptation,  no  more  than  he 
could  ftain  the  reputation  of  Paul  by  calling  him  a 
mover  df  fedition,  and  his  dodrine  herefies.    But,  if 
&ele  H'dfnesztt  facred  namiss,  as  is  moft  likely,  I  mean 
fuch  as  God  gives  to  his  people,  then  we  can  foori 
tome  td  a  point  about  them^  as  our  G(3d  is  fo  parti- 
ivikit  in  pointing  them  out,  and  even  what  names 
Are  tb  be  laid  afide,  and  what  are  to  be  adopted  i 
tor  inflance,  Tiou  Jbalt  no  more  be  called  Forfaketiy 
neither  Jball  thy  land  an}  more  be  termed  Dl^late;  but 
tbou  Jbalt  be  cdlUdHepbzibabyand  tby  land  Beulab-,  for 
tbe  Lorddeligbtetb  in  tbee^  and  tby  landjhall  be  mar i^ 
ried.    The  ufual  name  of  the  Gentiles,  by  which  the 
Jews  called  them,  was  thafof/i^/i^^i^,  inoppofition  to 
themfelves;  and  their  land  i/^o/^/^,  inoppofition  to  the 
holy  land  which  God  had  chofen  to  dwell  in :  on  which 
account  Canaan  and  its  Jewiih  inhabitants  were  called 
a  fruitful  field,  and  the  Gentile  ^orld  a  wildernefsl 
But  God  promifed  to  make  a  change  in  the  world, 
and  that  was,  that  be  would  turn  tbe  wildernefs  into  a 
fruitful  field i  and  tbe  former  fruitful  field JboUld  be  ac* 
counted  for  a  f or  eft  t  and  this  was  done  when  the  king- 
dom was  taken  from  the  Jews  and  given  to  a  people 
that  fliould  bring  forth  the  fruit  thereof;  from  which 
time  the  Gentiles,  on  account  of  the  ele£b  among 
them,  were  not  to  be  called  forfaken^  nor  was  their 
land  (as  God  would  dwell  in  it)  to  be  any  more 
called  defolate.  Buf  tbouftudt  be  called  Hepbzibab,  and 

B  4  tiy 


(    ao    ) 

thy  landBeulah  \foT  thi  Lord  diligbtitb  in  tba^dndihy 
landfi>allbe  marrUd.  The  name  Hephztbah  is  appIi-< 
cable  CO  aU  in  whom  God  delights;  and  we  are  told 
that  the  prayer  of  the  upright  is  his  delighc ;  andail* 
other  icriptare  fays,  *^  the  upright  love  thee  T'  tbe« 
the  name  Hepizibsh  is  peculiar  to  them  that  love  tbn 
|jord  and  call  upon  hb  names  and  Bsulab  is  applica* 
bk  to  that  land  in  which  the  upright  dwell ;  for  thc[ 
whole  country  is  cfpoufed  for  the  fake  of  the  Lord's 
Hepbzibab,  eren  as  all  the  children  of  Uriel  were 
called  God*s  foos  by  national  adoption  for  the  £Jce 
af  the  few  that  were  his  by  faith  and  rtgeaeratioii» 
and  they  were  even  all  called  bis  wife  for  cfae  £dce  q£ 
the  few  that  were  efpou&d  to  him  s 

Hence  it  appears  ihziHepbzihab  is  the  upright  that 
love  God  and  pray  unto  him,  ZBi^Beulab  the  country 
which  is  the  feat  of  the  church  which  is  e^uicd  to 
him  ;  and  hatd  work  has  the  devil  had^  ami  all  that 
have  laboured  in  conjunction  with  him,  to  defile  this 
our  Zion^  sknd  to  make  our  land  a  field  of  blood. 
But  we  are  juft  where  we  were  i  and  they  who  have 
watched  for  our  halting  and  for  our  deftruftion  arc 
left  in  the  gall  of  bitternefs,  and  in  the  bonds  of  ini- 
qoity,  for  God  hath  appeared  to  our  glory^  but  to 
their  fhame. 

Another  of  the  names  by  which  Gentile  Zion  is  to 
be  called,  is  this;  Let  n&S  tbe  iunmb/aj^BiboldlamM 
dry  tree  I  for  tbus  faith  the  Lord  unto  tbe  eimuibs  tbu 
ktepmyfahhatht^And  cboofe  the  things  wbiebflea/e  mi^ 
even  io  them  willlgivein  my  bcufe^  and  wtbi):  my  walls, 
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4pUte  and  a  name,  better  than  ofjom  and  of  daughters. 
I  wilt  give  tbem  an  ever  lofting  nana  which  jbalt  not  he 
jcut  off.  This  name  which  is  to  be  given,  and  which  is 
to  be  better  than  that  of  fons  and  daughters,  is  faid  to 
be  written  upon  themj  Rev.  iii.  1 1.  paith  is  a  lav 
written  on  the  mind  ^  and  our  fonHiip  is  manifefted  to 
usbjr  f^ith.  This  n^me  appears  to  be  thatof  ^ J!^;^//^, 
or  the  Tkzmt/on  of  Gody  which  is  much  better  than 
that  of  being  a  father  to  fons  and  dajtaghters,  and  is 
sw  ^veriafting  one,  and  never  (hall  be  cut  ofT;  for 
Chrift  will  bring  thefe  many  fons  to  glory  i  therefor^ 
it  will  be  acknowledged,  even  in  heaven  \  nor  can  it 
be  cut  off,  feeij3g  the  promife  is  £urp  to  all  the  feed; 
«rhich  feed  ^re  not  to  be  cut  off  with  a  ftilling,  nor 
the  entailment  of  their  inheritance  to  be  cut  off;  for 
Chrift^s  throne  fliall  endure  for  ever^  and  his  feet} 
as  the  fun  before  him.  Thp  other  names  which 
they  are  to  go  by  arc  thefe  «  Onejball  Jay  lam  ib^ 
lAri'Si  and  anther Jball  call  himfelfhytbe  nameefja-- 
jcoh,  and  anotb^  jhdll fybjcribe  with  his  hand  unto  thf 
Jjird^  anifumame  himfelf  by  the  name  of  Ifraeh  He 
that  is  to  fay  I  am  the  Lord^s,  is  Oioe  |to  whpm  the 
atonement  is  applied,  who  &ys  *  1  am  not  my  owii,f 
am  bought  with  a  price/  He  that  is  to  call  himielf 
Jby  the  name  of  Jacob,  i(  one  that  hath  run  away  with 
the  birthright,  or  one  that  is  born  again,  and  who  has 
got  the  bleffing  of  eternal  life  in  his  heart.  And  is  not 
fuch  aft  one  rightly  called  Jacob  ?  And  he  that  furr 
names  himfelf  by  the  name  of  Ifrael,mufl:  be  one  that 
hath  prevailed  at  a  throne  of  grace,  and  ^  an  an- 
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fwcr  to  his'  prayers^  for  this  name  cannot  be  appli-t 
cable  to  any  other.  Another  name  which  is  given 
to  the  faints,  and  which  is  a  new  one,  and  peculiar 
to  the  New  Teftapient,  is  that  of  a  Cbrijiian ;  and  it 
is  a  very  facred  name,  and  is  taken  from  Chrift  him- 
ielf,  ^nd  fignifies  anointed^  and  belongs  to  none  but 
thofe  which  have  received  an  unftion  from  the  Hdy 
One.  Now  be  mbicb  batb  called  us,  an4  anointed  us^ 
(faith  Paul)  is  God^  wbo  batb  al/o/eakdusy  andpven 
us  fbe  eameft  of  the  Sfirit  i  but,  if  any  man  have  |iQ( 
the  Spirit  of  Chrill,  he  is  none  of  his,  and  of  courie 
no  real  Chriftian,  for  he  hath  nothing  of  Chrift  in 
him*  Now  our  dear  Lord,  becaufe  he  would  not 
difcourage  us  too  much  and  fink  us  too  low,  or  add 
grief  to  our  forrow,  tells  us  that  there  are  a  few  exen 
among  us  who  bear  thefe  names,  and  to  whom  they 
are  applicable,  and  fure  I  am  that,  iftbe  Lprdbadnot 
left  us  tbis  vfryfrnall  remnant^  sve  bad  been  as  Sodon^^ 
and  made  like  ifnto  Gomorrab.  But  thefe  are  the  lalt 
of  the  c^rth.  Thefe  fe^y  names 
.  Havengt  d^filtd  tbeir  garments,  Thefe  garments 
cannot  meapi  the  righteoufnefs  of  C^hrift,  which  is 
called  the  wedding  garment^  the  garmcqt  of  praifej 
and  the  garment  of  falvation.  Ic  is  called  a  wed^ng 
garment,  becaufe  Chrift  accepts  us  ip  it  ^  ibon  as  the 
Father  imputes  it  to  us  $  a  garment  of  praife  it  is 
called,  becaufe  we  cannot  blefs  Qod  and  praife  hini 
with  joyful  lips  till  he  hath  juftified  us  by  faithnn  it ; 
and  it  is  called  a  garment  of  ialvanon,  becaufe  he 

Iball  never  be  curfed  or  damned  that  wears  it.  It  i; 

God* 


XSod  that  juftific^,  v^ho.  t^ti  e^ndemn  ?  and  if  is  a 
truth  that  whorti*  God  jtiftifie'Sji  them  he  glorifies. 
Nor  doth  this  garment  appear  to*b€  the  garment  of 
humility ;  for  a  man  that^ruly  wears  that  has  a  con- 
fcience  too  fore,  and  a'  heart  t&o  tender,  to  wallow 
in  pollution.  I  confefs  I  am  rather  in  the  dark  about 
thefe  garments  i  but  if  I*  tell  yoii  all  that  I  know> 
can  you  expeft  more? 

'  Job  fays,  Iput  en  rigbieoujnefs^and  it  cktbed  me\ 
n^ju^igment  was  a  robe  and  a  diadem.  Jbb'xxuc.  14. 
The'good  man  is  not  herp  fpeaking  of  thcrightcouf- 
mii  of  the  Redeemer,  for  we  cannot  put  that  on  of 
ourfelves,  no,  nor  yet  pull  it  off  when  it  is  on.  It  is 
'  God's  work  to  put  this  o«i^  'fbe  Lord^  fa^s  Zion, 
haib  clffibedme  wiib  ibe  garments  efjahation^  be  batb 
covered  me  wtib  tbe  rtibe  af  rightenufnefs.  If*  Ixi.  lo. 
job  is  fpeaking  of  himfelf  as  a  civil  magiftrate,  ^nd 
of  his  faithfulnefs  and  vprightnefs  in  his  office,  and 
therefore  he  muft  mean  civil  righteoillheis,  or  equity, 
dr  righteoufnefs  between  man'  and  man,  fo  as  to 
acquit  himfelf  at  the  bar  of  his  own  confcience>  as  he 
hioifelf  confei^es :  My^  beart  Jball  not  reproacb  mefo 
long  -ae  Hive.  Job  xx vii.  6 .  This  in  the  Old  Tcfta- 
ment  is  called  walking  with  God  in  peace  and  equity  % 
aad  in  the  New  Teftament  it  is  called  keeping  a  eon^ 
fcience  void  of  offence ;  and  blefTed  is  the  man  that 
condemns  Aor  himfelf  in  the  thing  which  he  allows. 
This  was  Job's  garment,  and  he  did  not  defile  it ; 
however  we  read  of  fome  who  have  de$kd  it,  and 
i^  hath  been  w^aflied  agai%         .  . :.    . 

B  ^  Job 
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Job  tells  w  that  b^%Jif(^f^twAt  4t  fi  nif  s$i  n 
^m.  If fo,  it wjs  pure  frpip  grp^  crrpr^^qipdjwnn^ 
nblc  hcrcfic?,  bodi  in  the  court  of  jufticc  ^  in  tl|f 
court  of  confcicqoc,  Wc  read  of  f^fe  4^riw^  skk) 
corrupt  principles  bqth  jp  civil  and  in  religious  pcr> 
fonsi  vhofe  Enind  aB4  coofci^pce  arQ  both  dcr$p4 1 
thefc  ^oients  (hpuW  be  Hept  clean. 

Wc  read  alfo  of  wolves  infi^cjfs  ^tbvig,  «hid\ 
means  hypooriic$  j  and  ^  hypocritei^  agra^clefs  fin* 
ncr,  in  thp  wcternal  garb  of  a  faipt,  Now,  if  a  wolf 
5an  afgpear  in  a  Iheep's  fkin,  in  ofder  to  (J^Cf ivc  thp 
iheepj  a  real  flieep  n^uit  h^ve^  Qpn  w^^ch  Q(ngb\ 
^longs  to  hirr^  and  whict^  |  t^kp  to  be  the  w^ojie  q^ 
a  iaint*s  profeffion,  l\is  life»^  yf^Of^x  an4  fonyqf^tioq, 
in  this  worl4i|fter  h^  i^  cQ^vcr^edjOr  aftsr  h<  i*  (w«l 
by  the  w^hing  of  r^gcn^r^ioR  awi  tfeft  feiif^^  qC 
the  Holy  Ghpft  i  M  h^pc^im  r^  Qf  tH«  tcf  th  ^ 
^  flock  of  Awp  (^hich  I  ta^k?  ^e  bf  mwiftprs  «i4 
their  hflperO  biping  fliorp,  and  CQRiipg  i^  fif^m  thf 
valhing  each  bearing  twins,  %pd  IWI  QB?  ^/re^ 
apnppg  ihcBi. 

Agaiflj  we  are  cxhorttd  W  fHt  on  th  lfir4J^ 

Ckri0,y  4jrf  A?  qv/*  /»  Ai(«.  4,  c<^ngregatk)Q  thu» 
^^ned  is.  a  wonup  clothed  wish  th^  fu«  ind^edi  wk 
h%sk  the  nx^  Pn4er  her  feet.  However,  dtcfQ  u» 
iMt  a  few  that  put  him  on  in  (hew,  aa  Alexander  aad 
ctthers  have  done,  and  who  have  gi^atly  diflMnomic^ 
l^im  afterwards ;  and  this,  is  caUod  poUqtipg  his  hplji 
nafiae,»nM^  the  heathens;  it  bringa  adifgraoo  iqms 
his  caufe,  and  is  crucifying  hina  afrclb^  and  putting 

him 
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liim«o  an  Qpt9  Omn^  ^Mi  )s  poUutiog  his  hol^ 

0^cff  fpoit.  Ovr  t>odie&  vg  a  km4  of  gsument 
tp  wr  ibiilli  «:«W  as  ow  liOrd's  luHMn  mtgre»  in 
wbic;h  tl»e  fulw(«  of  bis  Godhaa^  dw^  is  caXit^  4 
ggmmt  dipped  i^  Hoo4;  And  wc  rend  of  ft  heavenly 
QantifAay  whp  are  £u^  (9  «onac  out  gf  gimc  tribu^ 
latioib  4nd  U>  hairp  wft(bed  their  rob^  Md  tnadd 
4\fin  V9^itc  in  tha blood  of  the  \jmi> i  n^hicbrobet 
appear  to  be  thfir  bodies*  which  wefe  ^JeaofiKl  hff 
the  bkK>d  of  Chf ift  m  weH  a$  thdr  .ibuk.  Heoiw 
v^  re^  of  1^  Mempuon  of  die  bodf^  and  of  beiing 
rM^P)cd  from  thegf  «ve  Md  redeemed  from  death  & 
aQd>  wheft  th)^  is  dwfi  theie  bodka  of our»  willb^ 
W9(hed»  yeA  ehwgcid;  Hctfliall  chiio0(  ow  irHp 
l^odiias,  wd  faOiioa  th^  lilf^e^untoht^  ^lious  bodr; 
thac  wf  imy  be  )ikV  hiob  and  lee  him  «$  he  m^. 
Thei«fore»  ha  th«:  kAff))  himfelf  uofpotted  firtai  ths. 
i¥0^4  keeps  thi^  gftrmcfut  i^odefUed. 

We  Jfead  of  fonoc  in  this  book  vho  were  not  its 
fikd  with  wotxieA;  which  meaiiSi  they  were  hot  de^\ 
^ed  with  the  doArines  of  Jezebel  the  wiccb>  the 
Roinwi  church  i  bqt  with^  filthy  practices  of  the 
wboTQ  of  Sftl^QOf  the  wy^i  Rdme,  which  is  iuU  of 
f]pif)t;ualfQriu<;ftQon«  ^aUfrtherundeaaneis;  and  die 
h^  pc^luted  thoMlaii^  with  the  dofbines  of  devik* 
^t  poUuiSoM  of  the  flqfh,  ind  by  crybg  vp  thefiUiy 
regl.  of  her  ovrn  boiftcd  iigfattotiibcls»        ^ 

Now>  thatthaoeikotildlDea&w  fueh  naoiei,  wA 
Ai(^  vadegM  *MS,  lA  fixii  aday  af  diisy  niuft  befor 

figns 
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figns  and  w<xKiers  from  the  Lord  of  hofts,  which 
dwelled!  in  mount  Zion  :  but  the  blood  of  Chrift 
cleanfeth  us  from  all  fin>  and  God  will  Iceep  his  own 
from  the  paths  of  the  dcftroycr.  •  Neverth61cfe,  there 
are  fome  fins  which  will  kare  a  ftain  on  the  cha^ 
rafter  of  the  brighteft  faint-  as  k>ng  as  the  world 
ftands,  even  though  he  be  complete  in  his  covenant 
head^  and  without  fault  before  the  throne  in  him ; 
and  that  is,  adultery  toitb  a  neighbour's  wife.-  A  wound 
imd  dijhonour  JbuU  be  get^  andhnreproeichjhdllnot  be 
wiped  away.  Prov.  vi.  3^.  We  may  fee  this  in  Da- 
vid.  Every  athdft  and  deift  will,  to  the  prefent  day;- 
throw  this  at  hkn,  even  though  y^  is  in  heaven ;  but- 
dieyne^^er  ttiendon  his  repentance  of  it,  nor  of  the* 
&ftrings  he  underwent  on  the  account  df  it  %  jR)r 
their  ftomachs  are  fb  vitiated  that  they  can  eat  up 
nothing  that  is  to  be  found  in  God's  people  but  their 
fin«.  BlefTcd  be  God  our  Saviour  for  ever,  that  he 
Aould  preferve  and  keep,  in  fuch  a  day  of  apoftaiy; 
herefy,  andhypocriiy,  as -this,  a  few  fuch  names  in 
fuch  robes,  and  give  them  fuch  a  charafter  and  fuch 
encouragement  as  that  which  next  follows. « 

And  tbeyflMll  walk  wiih  me  in  whUe^for  they  are 
worthy. '  Our  Lord  here  gives  us  to  underfiand  that 
it  18  fin  which  feparates  between  hin^  and  the  foul; 
yoa^  it  is  fm  that  hides  his  face  from  the  finoer, 
fa  abat  he  wi|i  not  hear  his  prayers,  for  he  is  far 
from  God  by  wicked  works.  The  cooicience  muft 
be  purged  iirobi  fm  before  we  can  be  made  nigh  by 
the  blood  of  Qhtift^  vBasd^kning  love  brings  us  D%h 
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to  hiiD)  and  unites  us  with  him ;  and  die  foul  that 
fears  him  with  a  filial  fear,  and  that  cleaves  to  him  in 
love,  walks  with  him.  Tbrfjball  walk  with  mt.  Levi 
walked  with  me  in  peace  and  equity,  faith  the  Lord; 
that  is,  the  Lord  gave  him,  or  revealed  to  him,  the 
covenant  of  life  and  peace,  and  he  enjoyed  the  peace 
which  the  Lord  gave  him,  and  kept  a  good  con- 
ibience  before  him,  and  towards  him. 

fFalk  humbly  with  thy  God^  faidi  Amos. '  This^ 
ihews  that  pride  leparates  between  us  and  God.    But' 
the  poor  foul  that  knows  the  vilenefs  of  his  owii* 
heart,  and  what  a  debtor  he  is  to  unmerited  and  un- ' 
expefted  grace,  will  fee  enough  of  himielf,  in  the 
Lord's  light,  to  debafe  him  in  the  du(^  before  him, 
however  upright  God  may  keep  him.     It  was  the 
prefence  of  the  Lord  with  Daniel  that  turned  all  bis 
cfmeline/s  into  corruption,  and  ftrifped  him  of  all  his 
ftrength.     To  walk  with  the  Lord,  is  to  exercile 
£^ith  in  him,  and  to  trull  in  him ;  it  is  to  walk  in 
his  favour,  in  the  light  of  his  countenance  9  to  hope  * 
in  him>  and  exped  all  needful  fupplies  from  him ;  to 
^ercife  patience  towards  him ;  to  be  accountable  to  - 
him,  and  give  up  our  accounts  daily  before  him  s  to ' 
walk  in  his  ft%r,  as  in  his  immediate  prefence,  under 
his,  eye  and  narrow  infpe6i-ibn,  and  as  interefted  in 
his  blood  and.  righteoufneis,  and  relying  upon'his 
wifdom  to  make  our  way  plain,  and  to  direft  our 
fteps,  and  in  a  confkant  dependanCe  on  him  for 
ftrength  and  fupport 

fbtfeflfallio^lk  witbmf  in  wbiU,/ot  tbsyan  wor^ 

thy. 
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4iy.  White>  and  white  raiment,  are  mendoiied  in  vnj 
text,  apd  therefore  I  (hall  fpeak  to  that  pcMnt  in  017 
further  difcourfe.  But  that  which  puzzles  me  moft 
of  all  is»  what  can  be  meant  b7  the  phrafe>  ibey  mre 
tp^iby,  I  never  iaw  any  worchinefs  in  my idf  before 
I  was  called^  nor  fince  I  have  been  caHed  1  nor  hare 
I  ever  ften  either  worth  or  worthihefs  in  any  other ) 
no^  not  even  in  thofe  who  iay  th^  are  peric&  in 
ija€  flefli^  and  that  they  can  five»  and  do  live,  with^ 
out  fin»  or  finning ;  for  tbefe»  I  bdievc,  of  all  mcn» 
axe  the  moft  unworthy,  having  given  themi^es  up 
to  lying,  or  to  fpeaktng  Jiei  in  hypocrisy,  having 
their  ^onfciences  feared  with  a  hot  iron.  Fcr,  ifwc 
/ay  we  bsv<  wfin^  we  decerue  oMrfelves^  and  the  fruib 
is  Mt  mu$,  I  John  i.  8.  John  owns  diat,  if  fuch 
words  were  to  drop  from  his  own  nxnithj  he  would 
be  a  man  deceived  by.tLe  devil,  and  that  no  tnidi^ 
nothing  but  lies,  could  be  found  in  him.  If  dii$ 
worthinefs  is  nrfieniioncd  on  the  account  of  grace,  all 
grace  is  from  the  Lord,  and  fo  is  evrry  good  and 
perfeft  gifu  1  he^prepaiation  of  chc  heart,  and  the 
6iut  of  the  lq»,  are  his  own  woiic  i  and  fi>  is  alt 
ufefulneft  or  fruitfulnefe  to  our  fidlow-creatures  in 
this  world,  for  he  works  in  us  both  to  will  and  » 

• 

doi  and,  as  for  our  fidh,  and  the  evils  in  ft,  tdi^ 
woik  continually  againft  both  wiUing  and  doing.  I 
re«d  of  fome  that  fliall  be  accawned  werefy  $0  ekain 
ike  werid  tp  ecmey  and  the  reJurreBkn  frmn  the  deadf 
{juke  XX.  35.    But  on  what  account  they  (hatt  be 

fa  accounted,  I  cvnot  idV  unleia  it  be  the  Lx>rd 

piaifing 


(    a^    ) 

pmAi^g  Kts  dwn  righteoulheis  put  dpon  cfaeoii  or 
applauding  the  Holy  Spirit's  work  in  them.  For 
Che  robe  of  his  rig^ieouihe&  is  of  ineitimable  worthy 
and  fo  i$  the  Spirit's  produfUons  in  them ;  the  for-t 
mer  fets  the  faint  forth  as  aU  fmt  and  c^nttily  witb^ 
«a/ ;  and  the  latter^  as  all  glomus  within*  And 
now  for  the  words  of  tsxj  text. 

Hi  thai  ov^ramitb^  ibejamijballbe  cktbedin  wbitf^ 
raiment ;  anJ  I  will  nut  blot  ouf  bis  name  ml  of  tba 
bHkrflifey  hut  I  will  c^nfejs  bis  name  before  my  Fat  her ^^ 
and  before  bis  angds.  This  overcomer  mud  be  aii 
liradite  indeed,  or  one  that  has  overcon^e  the  accu-* 
fatioDS  of  the  law,  and  Satan^  and  coDfcience ;  and 
overcome  his  own  guik,  (hame,  fear,  and  confiiikMi 
of  face»  at  a  throne  of  grace,  by  prayer^  He  js  om 
that  has  cried  day  and  night  for  vidory  over  tbeicr 
and  deliverance  from  theol ;  for,  if  he  never  did 
prevail  with  God  againft  thefe,  they  wiU  prevail  and. 
overcome  him..  But  the  kingdom  of  God,  or  the 
empire  of  grace,  or  the  fuperabounding  love  and: 
power  of  God,  which  is  promiied  to  overcome  and 
fubdue  our  fins,  doth  fufFer  violence^and  the  violent, 
which  are  forely  diftrefled,  and  cry  without  ceafing^, . 
who  cannot  reft^  nor  wtll  not  give  up>  do  take  it  by 
force,  in  fpite  of  all  the  bulwark;^  ai|d  batteries  that 
the  devil  calls  up  to  obftruft  us  in*  the  (lege.  Thojie . 
deceitfial  workers,  and  warriors,  which  Faul  examtned 
and  palmed  upon  the  devil,  were  di^^^t^.by  this^ 
part  of  their  examination  ^  /  mUMnovi  fays  Pau^  ^ 
noS  tbiifj^ecb^  but  thiirp9Vir\  that  j^^^isJucppwer'^ 

they" 
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they  had  with  God,  and  what  power  he  hstd  difpbyetf 
in  them,  and  what  power  had  been  communicated 
to  others  by  them.  To  this  touchftone  JeremiaK 
brought  the  legion  of  falfe  prophets  in  bis  days, 
Jeremiah  declared  thatlfrael  (hould  go  into  captivity 
to  Babylon,  and  all  the  veffels  of  the  temple,  fomc 
of  which  were  gone^  and  the  reft  were  to  follow.- 
Satan^s  agents  prophefied  a  deliverance  in  two  fall 
years^  and  «he  reftoration  of  all  the  veflels  then  car- 
ried awdy.  Jeremiah  calls  for  a  proof  of  their  be- 
ing prophets  by  their  power  with  God :  Buf,  iftbrf 
hefr6pbets^  and  if  the  word  of  the  Lord  be  with  tbem^ 
let  ibem  now  make  intercejfion  to  the  Lard  of  hofisy 
ibat  the  veffels  which  are  left  in  the  boujh  of  the  Lord^ 
dndin  theboufe  of  the  kingofjudab^  and  at  Jerufalem^ 
go  not  to  Bahfidn  Jer.  xxvii.  18/  The  prophet 
dould  not  get  them  at  thisj  they  were  more  expert 
in  prediftions  than  they  were  at  petitions-  Befides^ 
Satan  had  fuffered  lofs  by  this  kind  of  proof  before  1 
Elijah  caught  four  hundred  of  his  prophets  in  this 
trap  on  mount  Carmel  previous  to  this. 

An  overcomer  muft  be  a  believer  5  for  who  is  be 
that  overcometh  the  world,  hut  be  that  believetb  that 
Jefus  Cbrifl  is  the  Jon  ofGod^?  There  is  but  one  war 
that  can  be  ftriftly  called  a  holy  war  j  and  but  one 
real  religious. fight,  and  that  is  the  fight  of  faith,  in 
which  no  infidel  can  fucceed,  though  he  may  engage, 
becaufe  he  can  only  beat  the  air.  Fight  the  good  fight 
cffaithi  lay  bold  on  eternal  life.  But  how  can  he  cn- 
^ige  the  oppofers  of  faith's  fight'who  has  no  faith  to 

be 
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be  d|>pofcd  ?  And  how.  can  he  fight  to  lay  hold  of 
tternal  life  in  heaveny^who  hath  no  life  of  grace  in  his: 
hcart^nor  life  of  gloiy^in^hbpc  ?  The  poor  quickened 
ibul  that  labours  under  wrath  and  bondage^  and  who^ 
belieres  in^  ithe  juftice  of  God^  fights  hard  to  lay  hold 
of  Ghrift  by  faith  r  and^  .when  this  is  done>  he  en-» 
gages  in  a  continual  fight  to  lay  hold  of  a  life  of 
glory  in  heaven.  So  run  /,  iaith  Paul^.^i^  nof  at  un^ . 
certainty  \Jo  fight  I^  hut  not  like  one  that  beats  the  4/r« 
iVnd  this  warfare  and  oi]|  life  end  together  \  for, 
till  death  interfere,  there  is  no  difcharge  from  this 
war ;  the  death-bed  decides  the  vidlory :  /  han)e 
fought  a  good  fight ^  I  have  finijhed  my  courfgy  I  have 
kept  the  faith  j  henceforth  there  is  a  crown  of  right e^-. 
oufnefs  laid  up  for  me. 

Moreover,  faith  lays  hold  of  the  true  riches^  and 
is  the  confidence  of  things  hoped  for,  and  the  evi-> 
dence  of  things  not  ieen.  Thus  (he  is  beforehand 
with  the  viAory,  is  fure  of  the  ipoil,  and  always 
ihares  with  certainty,  by  taking  hold  of  the  vi&ory 
which  Chrift  hath  akeady  obtained  for  us:  Be  of 
good  cheer ;  /  have  overcome  the  world. 

But  again«  Faith  always  works  by  love  $  for  love 
is  th^  banner  under  which  Ihe  fights^  and  love  is 
with  the  parties  on  whofe  fide  ihe  fights :  and  it  is 
the  love  of  the  great  Sovereign  that  conftrains  us  to 
engage  in  this  myfterious  war,  and  will  conftratn  r 
every  good  foldier  to  bear* the  fatigue  of  it;  and 
furely  we  Jball  he  more  than  conq^uerorj  through  him 
tk^t  hath  loved  us.  j         ' 

Again. 
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Again,  tf they  otrerdortie  SiMA  ind  Ateduift^  i^ 
muft  be  done  fy  $lm  U$§d  rf  tie  Lmtif^  Mdiyibe 
vmd  rf  $beir  ufiim^^  mdkya  kti  thai  is  Jhmiger 
fbMib0th.  Re^^MiL  ii.  pAMkMU peM^ £6,]^^ 
iicatiion  from  fbtore  piimikthefifc  itid  fcdtrnpAoL 
from  uratb,  from  iKe  worlds  from  ill  the  etit  ofi^ 
from  dcicb  and  the  gfatv,  hf  tke  blood  of  the  LsBttdy^ 
is  great  cncouragfenacnt  to  fight.  Moreover^  by  tint 
blood  of  the  Lamb  we  get  a  good  eoAfcteoce>  a  good 
fiate  of  health,  ami  a  goo4e0utitenatice;  and»  fkcnM 
v9t  cofitrad  gtnk  by  a  parthrl  giring  iraf,  at  (kittt 
iftreat,  the  Mood  of  the  Lamb  purges  k  away,  fo 
that  we  do  not  f^ht  under  a  toad  of  gitik,  and  die 
dread  of  damnation,  which  at  ttmes  wi&  nriake  die 
moft  courageous  men  faint-hearted 

Again.  Tbentf§bmdfa  mane's  life  is  bh  riches.  And 
who  will  not  fl^t  for  his  whde  eftate  ?  Befides, 
every  believer  knows,  that  to  torn  his  back  upon 
Ghrift,  and  fubmk  to  the  derH  and  fin,  is  cotithing 
dowft  between  ewo-  burdens,  nnifery  in  this  life,  and 
defpair  of  the  next ;  for  he  lofes  both  worlds.  Be- 
fides,  the  blood  of  the  Lamb  fecures  ftitngth  equal 
to  the  day,  and  the  prefence  of  the  Lord  faimfdf. 
The  believer  is  not  his  own,  but  his  Lord's  i  and  the 
Captain  will  not  loie  his  oWn  men. 

The  word  of  their  tefttmony  h  a  great  encourage- 
ment eo  fight.  Truth  makes  us  free,  and  is  both 
(liiekl  and  buckler  i  and  die' teftiniony  of  it  in  the 
heart  is  the  Spirit  of  power  diae  apphed  it,  and  that 
bears  bis  witnefs  to  our  eledion,  jo(lifi<:ation,  and 
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tdoption,  throu^  it ;  and  Ipving  God  better  than  a 
mifcrable  life  makes  us  .more  than  conquerors  in- 
deed. It  was  this  that  macje  Stephen's  face  Ihinc; 
when  the  ftones  were  flying  about  his  head,     • 

.There  is  a  war  between  the  flefli  and  the  ipiritj 
or  between"  the  law  in  the  members  and  that  in  the 
mind;  or  between  our  in- bred  corruptions  and  the 
grace  of  God  :  nor  will  all  the  flefhiy  perfeftion  in 
this  world  ever  make  peace  between  thefe  two  dif- 
ferent nations,  and  oppofite  parties,  in  the  believer's 
heart*    God  proclaimed  a  war  in  Eden  between  the 
ferpent  and  the  woman  y  and  between  the  generation 
of  vipers  united  to  the  old'ferpent,  and  Chrift  and 
the  chofen  feed  in  him.     God  hirafclf  hath  put  en- 
mity  between  thefe  j  nor  hath  he  ever  appointed  or 
invefted  any  one  widi  the  office  of  a  mediator,  to 
iland  in  this  gap.     Chrift  came  not  upon  any  fuch 
errand — I  came  not  to  fend  peace  upon  earth,  but 
rather ;divifions  5  yea,  to  fend  a  fword  and  a  fire  be*- 
tween.tjiefe  parties  j  and  what  will  I  do  in  future  if 
it  be  already  kindled  ?  He  that  takes  upon  himfelf 
to  remove  this  enmity,  and  to  demolifti  this  offence 
of  the  crofs,  had  his  in veftiture  from  the  fame  god 
that  the  pope  had  his  from  i  and  we  may  (ay  o£him> 
as  the  Holy  Ghoft  does  of  the  other,  that  the  dragon 
gave  him  his  feat,  his  power,  and  gre^t  authority. 
Chrift  hath  chofen  us  out  of  this  world,  and  tells  us 
that  the  world  will  hate  us  s  yea.  You  (hall  be  hated 
of  all  men  for  my  name's  fake.    But  then  thofe  that 
arc  labouring  to  remove  th?fe  bounds  which  God 
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hath  placed  between  the  wilderness  and  the  fruitful 
Add,  are,  in  religion,  as  an  amphibious  creature  is 
among  the  brute  creation,  which  are  fon^etimes  in 
the  waters  among  the  fifh,  and  fomerimes  on  land 
among  the  bcafls.  Thefc  are  (hunned  by  both,  and 
fit  companions  for  neither ;  and  fo  is  the  hypocrite  z 
in  the  world  he  is  not  approved,  becauie  he  mimics 
the  holy  tongue ;  and  in  the  church  he  is  hated,  be« 
caule  he  is  unfavoury ;  none  admire  him  but  thoie 
that  fpeak  half  Hebrew  and  half  Afhdod. 

But  what  is  (aid  to  us  in  the  type  and  figure  of 
Sardis,  no  doubt  relpeds  the  hour  of  temptation,  by 
which  the  church  hath  been  tried ;  and  it  looks  to 
(bmething  future,  by  which  (he  will  be  tried  ^  for 
cvciy  church  of  the  feven,  and  thofe  reprefented  by 
them,  have  their  own  particular  trials ;  nor  are  the(e 
trials  to  be  underftood  of  the  particular  trials  of  pri* 
vate  beUevers,  but  of  fuch  trials  as  (hall  exercife  the 
whole  church,  and  all  thofe  who  profefs  to  belong  ta 
it  i  for  Chrift  (peaks  to  the  whole  body,  to  thofe 
that  have  a  name  to  live,  as  well  as  to  thofe  few 
names  which  have  not  defiled  their  garments.  Now 
this  hour  of  temptation  hath  exercifed  us  all.  It  is 
called  a  temptation,  becaufe  every  thing  feemed  to 
our  view  to  run  quhe  out  of  the  ufual  channel  of 
Providence,  It  is  the  comfort  of  faith  that  Chrift 
is  king  of  nations,  and  king  of  Zion  j  but,  when  we 
fee  the  devil  let  loofe  upon  us,  and  the  bafcft  of  all 
nations,  and  fuch  a  general  confederacy  among  dur- 
fdvcs  with  them,  our  hearts  were  nwved  as  the  trees 
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bftht  wood  are  moved,  and  as  the  houie  of  David 
and  the  inhabitants  of  Jerufalem  were  when  tbey 
beard  that  Syria  was  ccnfediratt  with  Epbraim.  Wc 
had  the  preparations  and  threats  of  an  infernal  con* 
vendon  abroad,  and  a  mod  damnable  fadion  at 
home ;  fo  that  we  had  work  enough  to  keep  our 
hcarts/rom  ftary  and  from  fainting  between  the  tails  of 
thefe  two  fmoking  firebrands.  Ifa.  vii.  4,  It  looked 
as  if  the  Lord  of  hofts  had  refigned  his  government^ 
and  turned  us  over  into  the  hands  of  a  fierce  king, 
and  a  cruel  lord :  the  devil  and  the  convention  are 
both  thcfe.  We  know  that  it  is  by  Chrift  that  kings 
reign«  and  princes  decree  juftice  j  but,  when  we  faw 
one  throne  fall^  and  another  become  vacant,  and 
heard  nothing  from  Baal's  prophets  but  the  imme-^ 
diate  deftruftion  of  all  the  reft,  we  might  well  won- 
der j  for,  if  the  olive-tree  give  us  up,  and  the  vine  be 
not  fuffered  to  govern,  we  know  the  bramble  will : 
and  not  a  few,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  put  their 
truft  under  that  prickly  Ihadow,  tiUafire  went  out  of 
ibe  cedars^  and  began  to  confume  the  bramble.  Judges 
ix.  15.  When  Chrift  was  invefted  with  his  ofEccs, 
God  laid  the  foundations  of  the  earth,  that  he  might 
plant  the  heavens,  Ifa.  IL  16 ;  bu^  when  we  law  the 
foundations  of  the  earth  out  of  courfe,  and  the  dark 
places  of  it  full  of  the  habitations  of  cruelty,  we  ftag^ 
gered,  both  at.  the  work  of  God's  hands,  and  at  the 
word  of  his  grace ;  for,  if  the  foundations  be  de- 
ftroyed,  what  (hall  the  righteous  do  ?  By  the  appa- 
x?nt  frowns  of  heaven^  and  the  terrible  fierce  anger 
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of  ifieri,  God/iemed  to  turn  us  to  deflrullion ;  buC  One 
fmiling  providence  laid.  Return ^  je  children  of  mm. 
Then  judgment,  which  feemed  to  favour  the  wicked, 
••returned  unto  righteoufnefs^  and  the  upright  in  heart 
were  glad  enough^  both  to  iee  it  and  follow  it. 

What  made  this  temptation  the  more  compUcated 
was,  the  fudden  fpring  of  a  copious  crop  of  tares. 
We  were  all  on  a  fudden  fwarming  aliye  with  pro^ 
phets ;  and  many,  who  never  had  one  ray  of  light 
into  divine  revelation,  faw  wonders  in  the  womb  of 
providence ;  but  they  prophefied  nothing  good  to 
the  quiet  of  the  land.  God  was  but  a  liede  dif- 
pleaicd^  but  thefe  helped  forward  the  calamity.  In 
a  former  reign,  which  ftunk  of  popery,  the  two 
points  of  dodrine  then  in  ufe  were>  paffive  obedience 
and  non-refiftance ;  but  in  our  day,  under  a  prince 
that  leaveth  the  King  of  kings  to  reign  and  rule  un- 
molefted  in  the  confcience,  w<;  have  heard  of  two 
more — the  rights  of  man,  and  the  niajefty  of  a  mobi 
and  under  thefe  two  beads,  fin  and  death  have  reigned, 
till  millions  have  loft  their  property,  and  tens  of 
thoufands  have  loft  their  lives.  But  Tom  Paine 
gave  the  word,  and  great  was  the  company  that  pub- 
liflied  it.  Thoufends  fled  to  America  to  efcape  the 
threatened  deftruftion;  and  thofe  tliat  tarried  at 
home  faw  the  falvation  of  God. 

The  touchftone  of  this  hour  of  temptation  always 
appeared  to  me  to  be  this :  Thofe  who  had  received 
the  fpint  of  French  liberty  in  the  power  of  Satan 
(wliich  always  accompanied  it),  foon  ipake  as  this 
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-^irit  gave  them  ytterancp..  Nothing.  Fas  to  jbc 
heard  but  reviling  the  gods,  fpeakingeyil  of  rulers^: 
laughing  at  auchority,  cafting  off  all.  fear  of  God> 
and  dcbafing  the  king ;.  reiiiting  the.  ordinance  of 
God,  and  hoping  for.  a  tempera}  deliverance  from  all 
ft^riors.  Surely  the  oHi  ft rpe/it  oaft  this  water  out 
of  his  mouth  like;  a  ilQod>  to  caufe  the  bride,  the 
Lamb's  wife,  to  be  carried  away  with  the  flood :  but- 
tkt  earth  .helped  the  woman>  aod  the  earth  opened 
her  nxwthjVid  re<5eived  the  waters  of  the  flood;  for 
aot  the  brpk^n .  and  contrite^  not  the  heavenly- 
minded  {bul,  but  thgfe  that  were,  earthly^  fenfual,  and 
devilifli,  and  pnly  they,  found;  a  fy^eetnefs  in  thefe 
bitter  waters:, and  it  is  true  that  many  died  of  theie 
waters,  becaufe  they  were  made  bitter.  Hence  we 
fee  that  neither  the  doftrings  nv  the  politic?  gf  de- 
vils can  work  effectually  in  the  iouls  of  the  righteous ; 
only  in  the^n  that  perifli. 

By  thifi  hour  of  temptation  God  tried  thoufands 
that  were  under  the  oaths  of  allegiance,  and  not  a 
few  who  had  fybfcribed  the  articles  of  tbeeftablilhjed 
church,  that  we  might  fee  what  reitraint  oaths  and 
fubfcriptions  have  upon  the  confcienccs  of  hypo-u 
crites ;  and  in  this  balance  many  of  high  degree  were 
found  to  be  a  lie,  and  thofe  of  low  degree  vanity. 
But  thofe  whom  the  grac^  of  God  had  exalted  to 
fafety,  were  kept  by  the  power  of  God.  Here  was 
fbe  patience  and  faith  oft^ejaints. 

The  great  heat  of  this  hour  of  temptation  is 
abated  ^  for,  what  with  ^^Pgingt  trailfportings  and 
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going  to  America,  God  is  caufing  the  evil  ^irits  to 
pafs  out  of  the  land ;  and,  when  he  hath  icartered 
thefe  kings  from  it,  I  hope  it  will  be  as  white  as  the 
ihow  in  Salmon.  It  hath  been  our  lot  to  live  in  tbe 
age  of  reafoHy  in  which  fuch  numbers  have  loft  their 
ienfes,  fome  their  fouls,  and  many  all  their  religion^ 
But,  for  the  eled's  fake,  the  Lord  hadi  fhortened  the 
days  of  this  unreafbnable  age. 

This  hour  of  temptation  was  mod  ftmarkable  for 
the  conjunction  that  appeared  in  it.  Every  one  that 
drank  into  the  gall  of  binernefs,  whether  at  home  <« 
abroad,  were  all  foon  cemented  together  in  one  (bU4 
bond  of  iniquity.  Uttle  was  heard  of  but  the  cor* 
refponding  fociecies  \  and,  to  make  this  league  with 
death,  and  this  covenant  with  hell,  the  more  firm) 
it  was  ratified  with  the  facred  oath  of  God.  By  the 
means  of  this  firm  compact  fome  were  emboldened 
to  (hed  much  innocent  blood;  while  many,  who 
were  unfaithful  both  to  God  and  mammon,  crept 
into  corners,  and  bid  them  God  fpeed ;  others  ihouted 
at  their  vidories,  and  fome  mourned  at  their  ill  fate : 
and  by  thefe  means  God  brought  them  in  heirs,  and 
joint  heirs,  in  the  guilt  of  all  the  blood  Ihed  abroad; 
and  of  all  the  rebellion  at  home,  as  fure  as  the 
builders  of  the  prophets'  fepulchres  (hared  with  Cain 
in  the  blood  of  Abel.  One  woe  is  faft^  and  keboU 
there  come  two  woes  mere  hereafter. 

The  next  enemy  that  we  (hall  have  to  overcome 
after  thefe  four  winds  upon  the  great  fea  have  ended 
their  prefent  ftrife^  will  be  of  a  different  nature  from 
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this.  In  this  war  between  Michael  and  the  dntgoii> 
the  dragon  hath  appeared  in  his  ancient  hue,  which 
is  redy  agreeable  to  his  ancient  chara6ter>  that  of  a 
murderer  from  the  beginning.  But  Satan,  as  well  as  it 
Frenchman,  can  both  fawn  and  fight.  His  next  ap*- 
pearance  will  not  be  that  of  a  warrior,  but  of  a 
fowler ;  not  with  fire  and'  fword,  but  with  trap  and 
net.  W^e  read  of  a  certain  bead  thathath  kxig  made 
war  with  the  faints,  and  who  hath  a  great  work  to 
accoinplifh  in  a  little  time  j  which  work  is,  tojkatter 
the  power  ofibe  beJy  feople^  which  wiH  bring  Zion  to 
her  laft  furnace  of  af&idion,  and  antichrift  to  his  laft 
triumph.  D^.  xii.  7.  After  this  the  Gentiles'  let^ 
and  the  Jews*  fiumbHng-blocky  will  be  removed,  ami 
the  hoary  head  of  the  man  of  fin  will  go  down  to  the 
grave  in  blood,  while  fbrrow  and  fighing  within  th^ 
walls  of  Zion  will  be  heard  no  more.  When  this  red 
dragon  is  deftroyed,  the  woman  with  cMld  will  caft 
out  her  (brrows,  and  a  nation  Ihall  be  born  at  once. 
There  is  an  outer  court,  that  lies  crooked  with  the 
angd's  reed,  which  is  not  to  be  meafured.  Rev.  xi.  i,  %. 
The  church,  which  Chrift  hath  purchafed  with  hts 
own  blood;  is  called  the  temple  of  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
as  God  hath  faid,  I  will  dwell  in  them,  and  w^lk  in 
them.  This  is  God*s  houfe,  let  the  materials  of  it 
be  of  what  fedt  or  party  they  may,  Th^n  what 
can  the  outer  court  be  but  fuch  as  compafs  thar 
Maker  about  with  lies  and  deqeit ;  who  draw  near 
to  him  with  their  lips,  while  their  hearts  are  kr  from 
lum  ?   To  gain  over  thefe  to  the  fon  of  perdition  19 
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the  work  which  is  now  on  the  wheels;  and  look 
whichever  way  you  will  you  may  fee  ic  The  iaft 
blaft  of  God  upon  the  continent  has  Icattered  the 
emigrants  into  all  winds;  and«  while  fome  of  our 
watchmen-  flecp,  thefc  fow  t^res  which  fpring  up 
apace  5  while  the -baftar^  f ace>  yifhich  are.  neareft  the 
holy  place^  (I  menn  fuch  as  have  efcaped  the  rgd  of 
Godj^  and  the  forcibly  application  of  truths)  thefe 
are  rpeeting  them  halft  way:  I  have  alx^ays  co^fi-r 
dered  the  leader  of  the  Arminians  a  true  fervap.t  of 
fhc  pope,  and  thp  fon  of  h\s^  handgiaid,  }  meaix  the 
whore  pf  Pabylon  i  yeayxjic  model  of  his  daubed 
wall  came  from  Rome.  Female*  dafies  and  theiir 
leaders  were  taken  from  the  nuns  and  their  modier 
abbeQes ;  men  claiTes  s^nd  their  leaders  from  the 
inonks  and  their  fuperiors;,  ^nd  the  pther  bands,  per- 
fc£t  or  feled,  from  the  different  orders  of  monks, 
friars^  and  nuns*  And^  as  fgii  the  foundati9n  article^ 
juftification  by  works,  .they  all  m^et  ^d  centre  in 
this.  And  the  works  of  iiipererogation,  and  that  of 
finlefs  perfedion,  both  amount,  to  one  and  the  fame 
lie ;  ajid  we  know  that.no  lie  is  of  the  truths  andj^  as 
they  agree  in  the  foundation  and  fupcrftrMfture,  io 
are  they  cemented  in  one  fpirit  i  for  neither  the  one 
nor  the  other  can  endure  to  hear  of  the  foyer^ignty 
of  God,  nor  of  his  electing  grace  among  the  chil- 
dren of  men.  Hence  we  hear  of  little  elfe  now  but 
confederacies  ^d  coalitions ;  Arians,  Socinians,  Sa- 
bellians,  Arminians,  an^  thofe who  have  forfometime 
held  the  truth  in  unrighteoufnefs^  vc  now  all  collefUog 
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into  one  heap  of  materials,  which  will,  ere  long,  be 
ufcd  to  build  up  and  complete  the  tower  of  Babylon* 
The  cleftion  of  God,  which  choofcs  us  out  of  the 
world  f  his  holy  call,  which  feparates  us  from  itj  the 
application  pf  Chrift's  blood,  which  redeems  us  from 
amoj^  menj  and  the  operations  of  his  Spirit,  which 
make  us  to  differ  from  them  j  yea,  the  whole  ofFengeof, 
the  crofs,and  the  difcrimlnation  of  the  grace  of  Godj. 
i^  now  called,  even  by  dodlors,  *'  walls  of  bigotry  j" 
which,  with  refped  to  fuch  dodors  and  the  world, 
ipay  be  true,  but  not  with  refpedl  to  God's  cleft  and- 
tbc  world ;  for  tliey  arc  chofcn  out  of  it,  nor  are  they 
of  it.    Upon  this  ground  the  whore  of  Babylon  will 
flourifti^  for,  as  foon  as  thefe  heavy  calamities  are 
over,  the  whole  bulk  of  the  papifts  which  have  fuf^ 
fered  will  be  called  upon  by  the  priefts  to  refledt 
upon  the  judgments  which  have  been  on  the  earth; 
and,  inftead  of  telling  th?  truth,  that  God  fent  thefe 
judgments  on  the  continent  to  avenge  the  blood  of 
his  faints  which  hath  been  fhed  there,  they  will  tell 
them  it  is  for  ill-treating  Chrift's  vicar,  for  ncgleft- 
ing  d^e  mafs^  defpifing  the  images,  and  lightly  eftcem- 
ing  the  religion,  of  the  holy  fee.     And,  as  the  devil 
fpeaks  thefq  lies  by  the  priefts,  fo  he  will  blind  the 
eyes  of  the  credulous  that  they  fliall  not  fee  them^ 
\  but  believe  theni ;  and  by  thefe  means  will  thatgod- 
dds  rife  to  boaft  that  Jkeftis  as  a  queen^  and  (hall  fee 
i\o  more  Jor row ^  neither  widowhood,  nor  the  lo/s  of 
fhiUren,  when  both  will  overtake  her  in  one  day. 
We  have  for  fome  time  heard  much  about  the 
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want  of  more  liberty  to  the  catholic^ ;  and,  though 
it  hath  been  acknowledged  that  this  cry  was  nothing 
but  a  pretext  to  overthrow  the  government^  yet  it  is 
plain  that  the  devil  had  a  wheel  within  that  wheel ; 
for  what  he  wants  is, '  to  brii^  the  catholics  into 
power;  for  antichrift  will  have  fome  to  proteft 
againft  him  till  he  can  accomplijb  to/catSer  ibepimer 
0ftbe  holy  people.  By  which  I  do  not  underftand  the 
power  of  Godj  (or  who  can  (batter  that  ?  but  the  to* 
kration  a£t;  the  proteftion  of  the  civil  powers  in  the 
different  countries  where  God  hath  inclined  the  hearts 
of  rulers  to  grant  it.  In  this  lad  onfet  of  Satan  be 
had  three  engines  at  work  againft  this  impediment 
'which  lies  in  the  way  of  antichrift :  one  was^  the 
cry  for  catholic  emancipation ;  the  other  was,  the 
rebellion,  perjury,  and  fedition,  of  fome  who  were  to- 
krated  by  this  aA ;  and  the  third  was,  the  confer 
deracy  of  thofe  who,  by  uniting  their  forces  together, 
arc  paving  the  way  for  the  man  of  fin*  They  have 
made  it  manifeft  that  their's  was  not  the  camp  of  the 
faints  s  but,  having  enlifted  themfelves  into  the  per- 
fed  band,  they  are  on  their  march  toward  the  triple 
crown.  The  overcomer  in  my  text  muft  overcome 
thefe ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  many  will  j  f$r  tbojt 
Jo  xvbom  tbe  Lcrd /peaks  witb  aftrong  bandy  andwb(m 
he  inftruUsy  dare  not  walk  in  tbe  way  of  tbis  feople^ 
^orfay^  ji  confederacy^  witb  tbem.  Ifa.  viii,  ii,  12. 
Hence  it  appears  that  popery  is  Ijpreading  both  at 
home  and  abroad,  and  will  fprcad,  that  the  hypo- 
crites in  our  Zion  may  be  gained  over  to  the  pa- 
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pifts  $  and  the  catholics  muft  come  into  office,  anJ 
into  power,  that  the  tokration  ads  may  be  univer- 
ially  taken  away.  Then  fhall  the  power  of  the  holy 
people  be  Jcattered ;  the  fun  Jhall  p  dtnon  at  no^n^ 
and  the  earth  Jhall  be  darkened  in  the  clear  day,  Thea 
will  the  holy  of  holies  be  ranfacked  the  third  time^ 
and  the  witneiFes  for  truth  be  flara.  This  will  be  tho 
day  of  the  great  and  iaft  flaughter,  when  the  towcr$ 
fall :  Alas  I  "soha  Jhall  live  when  the  Lord  doth  this  f 

But  after  three  years  and  a  half  the  fpirit  of  life 
from  God  deicends,  and  a  cloud  of  witnefles  once 
more  appear  for  the  God  of  Jacob,  to  raife  up  the 
city,  which,  till  then,  will  be  low  in  a  low  place. 
And  bleffed  will  thofe  witnefles  be  which  will  fom 
hefide  all  waters j  and /end  forth  tbither  the  feet  oftht 
M  and  the  qfs. 

For  near  feventy  years  will  this  prefent  work  be 
carying  on ;  but  before  1 870  it  will  be  completed  % 
the  golden  city  will  ceafe^  when  the  papal  fun  fhall  be 
turned  into  darknefs,  and  the  Turkiih  moon  intoT 
blood :  then  fhall  the  former  be  confounded,  and  the 
latter  afhamed  before  the  Lord  of  Hofts,  who  fhali 
rife  to  reign  in  mount  Zion ;  when  he  will  colkd  the 
fuUnefs  of  the  Gentiles,  reftore  theprefervcd  of  Ifraeli 
and  gather  the  difperfed  of  Judah  from  the  four  cor«> 
pers  of  the  earth.  And  in  this  prefent  interval  is  the 
denunciation  of  Heaven  applicable ;  But  wo  be  to  him 
that  worjbippetb  the  beaft.  And  it  is  plain  that  the 
caufe  of  Satan's  great  wrath  in  the  late  hour  of  temp- 
tation was^  becaufe  he  knoweth  diat  he  hach  but  a 
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jhort  time ;  for  the  vial  that  is  poured  upon  the  po-r 
'jp\Q\fun  leads  on  to  that  on  xhtfeat  of  the  beafiy  which 
pafies  to  the  7urky  and  ends  upon  the  prince  tftbe 
power  of  the  air.  Read  Rev.  xvi. 
.  But  fome^ more  wife  than  well  read^  have  objcfted 
that  this  cannot  be  the  hour  of  temptation ^  becaufe  it  is 
not  univcrfal>  fo  as  to  reach  to  all  the  inhabitants  of 
the  terraqueous  globe.  Let  fuch  take  the  parallel 
texts  which  folbw :  there  went  out  a  decree  from  C^efat 
Augufius^  that  all  the  world  fbould  be  taxed i  (Luke 
vii.  I . )  And  the  great  dragon  was  call  out^  that  old 
ferpent  (Called  the  Devil  and  Satan,  which  deceiveth 
the  whole  world.  Rev*xii.9.  And  all  the  world  won^ 
dered  after  the  beajl.  Rev.  xiii.  3.  To  the  firft  text  it 
may  be  replied,  that  none  of  the  na^ves  of  America 
were  included  in  Auguftus  Csefar's  taxation ;  nor  did 
all  the  Mahometan  nations  wonder  after  the  Romifli 
beaft^  but  fought  againft  him  and  beat  him.  No 
more  doth  tiiis  hour  of  temptation  extend  itfelf  to 
the  Eaft  Indies,  the  Friendly  Iflands^  Botany  Bay,  or 
New  Holland,  unleis  fome  of  our  difaffeded  who 
trade  there,  or  fome  rebels  who  are  banifhed^  or  the 
miffionaries,  have  fpread  it  there,  which  I  think  felf- 
prcfcrvation  will  teach  them  to  forbear;  for,  though 
many  here  have  changed  their  God  for  Tom  Paine's 
image  of  human  reafon,  and  others  have  caft  off  all 
affedion  for  their  (bvereign,  and  afcribed  majefty  to 
thcmfelves ;  yet  heathen  nations  Jeldom  change  their 
godsy  which  indeed  are  no  gods  i  nor  do  they  fo  readily 
caft  off  all  regard  to  their  chiefs. 
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The  epiftle  out  of  which  my  text  is  taken,  ind 
the  one  which  fucceeds  it,  are  direfted  to  the  angel 
of  the  church  of  Sardis,  and  to  that  of  Philadelphia, 
and  to  the  two  churches  fucceeding  each  other,  which 
were  typified  by  them;  but  is  there  any  thing  faid 
to  thefe  angels^  or  to  the  churches  of  Chrift  which 
they  iprefided  over,  that  can  be  applicable  to  the 
American  Indians,' the  rude  Arabs,  the  natives  of 
Negro-land,  Lapland,  or  the  Hottentots  ?  The  con* 
tents  of  the  epiftle  are  reproofs,  rebukes,  and  threat^ 
cnings,  to  them  that  have  a  name  to  live  when  dead 
in  treipafies  and  fins;  and  the  approbationaryand  en« 
couraging  parts  of  the  epiftle  are  direAed  to  a  few  fa^^ 
cred  names,  who  are  clean  from  the  corruptions  tliat 
are  in  the  world  through  luft,  and|^rom  the  fpiritual 
{}Ollutioiis  of  the  whore  of  Babylon^  which  cannot 
have  to  do  with  the  kingdoms  of  B^nin  or  Japan. 
This  hour  of  temptation  was  fent  to .  difcover  die 
hearts  of  the  hypocrites  in  gofpel  Zions  th^ir  dif^ffect 
tion  to  rulers,  and  their  unruly  fpirits ;  the  corruption 
of  their  hearts,  their  rotten  principles,  their  per- 
jury, their  prefumption  in  aiTumiiig  the  minifterial 
office,  and  their  craftinefs  and  deception  in  it ;  that 
the  godly  might  fee  them  and  fbun  them ;  and  that 
fuch  as  have  long  called  themfelves  the  Evangelical 
Affociation,  might,  by  flow  degrees,  go  over  to  the 
holy  fee.  And,  on  the  other  hand,  Chrift,  by  this 
trying  hour,  hath  made  manifeft  thofe  few  to  whom 
he  hath  given  an  honeft  and  good  heart,  that  thefe 
might  tak^  to  themfelves  the  encouragement  that  he 
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holds  forth  to  them;  and  by  being  tried  n^ight  appear 
the  brighten  And  this  end  is  nowanfwered;  the  devil 
has  got  his  chaff,  and  the  fan  will  foon  be  laid  afide. 
And  the  Saviour*s  concluding  oration  confirms  what 
I  have  faid,  and  all  the  churches  (hall  know:  he  doth 
not  fay  all  che  feed  of  Adam,  but  all  the  churches  fiaU 
kntm  that  lam  he  which  try  the  reins  and  the  hearts^ 
cud  I  wll  give  to  every  one  of  you  according  to  your 
works.  I  muft  now  pals  on  to  my  fecond  head, 
which  is  to  fiiew  that  the  overcomer 

Shall  be  clothed  in  white  raiment.  •  This  (hews  us 
that  temptations  and  fiery  trials  are,  under  the  wife 
management  of  Ifrael's  Holy  One,  of  a  punfymg  na- 
ture ;  becaufe  God  fends  them  to  ftir  up,  diico ver,  and 
bring  to  light,  and  to  our  own  feelings,  the  bale  metal 
liax  lies  at  the  bottom,  more  or  leis  of  every  chofea 
vefieh  And  that  the  operations  of  hisSpiritmaypurge 
the  fame,  empty  us  of  felf^  and  renew  us  more  and 
more  in  the  fpirit  of  our  minds.  Moreover  \  in  an 
hour  of  temptation  like  this,  when  the  accufer  of  the 
brethren  was  let  loofe ;  when  deilruftion  rode  in 
triumph;  when  anarchy  ftruggled  for  the  reins; 
when  hypocrites  and  abjeds  affumed  the  honour  of 
majefly ;  when  many  were  fwayed  in  their  minds,  and 
thofe  who  ftood  fiift  had  death  prefented  to  them  in 
a  thoufand  forms;  when  Beih  and  blood  urges  all  her 
pleas,  llrengthened  and  feconded  by  carnal  realbnand 
unbelief;  when  all  the  dreadful  confequences  of  apof- 
tafy  and  a  denial  of  Chrift  be  confidered  and  imagin- 
ed i  here  is  along  lingering  martyrdom,  a  dying  daily, 
6  tiU 
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tiB  fubmiHlon  to  the  will  of  God  take  place,  and  tlitf 
mind  is  at  a  point,  and  the  fears  and  doubts  be  rc« 
moved  by  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God,  and  a  fcUowfhip 
with  Chrift  in  his  lufferings  be  felt,  and  the  mind  be 
made  conformable  unto  his  death.  A  foul  that  has 
felt  the  pains  of  hell  and  the  joys  of  heaven,  and  had 
the  honour  of  Chrift  at  hearty  had  not  a  few  of  the& 
workings  in  his  mind ;  as  for  the  time-ferver,  he  can 
warp  to  the  ftrongeft  fide,  and  hold  the  vicarage  of 
Bray  to  the  end.  However,  thefe  trials,  and  falls  into 
trouble,  temptation,  and  diftrels,  are  intended  by  our 
good  God  to  purify  us ;  and  fo  it  is  written ;  And 
ftme  of  them  of  underfianding  fhall  fall  to  try  tbem^  t$ 
furge^  and  to  make  them  wbite^  even  to  the  time  of  tbi 
end;  Dan.  xi«  35 ;  and  feme  that  have  been  tried 
of  late  do  walk  with  Chrift  in  white. 

Again,  white  linen  raimrat  was  always  the  gar« 
ments  of  God's  priefts ;  the  ephod  in  which  they  drew 
near  to  him  was  made  of  white  linen.  Hence  this 
white  raiment  is  expreffive  of  their  prieftly  office,  of 
their  belonging  to  the  royal  priefthood,  and  of  their 
having  nearnefs  and  accefs  to  him,  and  of  their  honeft 
confeflions,  prayers,  praifes,  thank  offerings,  and 
every  other  fpiritual  facrifice  being  acceptable,  wcll- 
pleafing,  and  delightful  to  him ;  and  walking  with 
him  (hews  his  great  condefcenfion  and  familiarity,  in 
admitting  fuch  poor  creatures  to  have  any  fellow«- 
ihip,  intimacy,  or  communion,  with  him. 

Again,  this  white  raiment  is  the  faint's  wedding 
garment^  that  juftifies  us  freely  from  all  things,  and 
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vhich  will  procorc  our  admictance  into  the  Worf 
palace.  Hence  Zion's  triumph ;  I  will  rejoice  in  the 
Lord  J  my  foul  Jball  be  joyful  in  my  God^  for  be  baib 
clothed  me  zvitb*tbe  garments  of  falvaticn ;  hebaih  co^ 
vered  me  with  the  robe  of  right  eoufnefs^  as  a  bridegrotnm 
decketb  himfelf  with  ornaments^  and  as  a  bride  adorn^ 
tth  herfelfwitb  her  jewels.  Here  Zion  confei&s  that 
it  was  her  God  that  clothed  her  with  this  garment, 
and  her  Lord  who  covered  her  with  this  robe.  Nor 
can  it  be  fuppofed  that  the  King  of  kings  would  take 
a  poor  wretch  from  the  dull,  and  lift  a  beggar  from 
the  dunghill,  and  efpoufe  her  to  himfelf,  and  rake 
her  home  to  his  ivory  palace,  or  noanfion  of  glory, 
covered  with  nothing -but  her  own  rags  and  tatters ; 
and  yet  we  fee  that  neither  the  Arminians  nor  the 
Papifts  truft  in  any  other.  But,  if  all  Zion's  own 
righteoufneiTes  were  but  filthy  rags,  then  what  muft 
thcir's  be  ?  Befides,'  the  white  raiment  of  Chrift'j 
fpoufc  is  the  Lord's  grant,  not  the  work  of  her  own 
hands ;  and  fo  it  follows ;  htt  us  be  glad  and  r^oice^ 
and  give  honour  to  him ;  for  the  marriage  of  the  Lamb 
is  come  J  and  his  wife  hath  made  herfelf  ready.  And  to 
her  was  granted  that  fhe  fhould  be  arrayed  in  fine 
lineny  clean  and  white ;  for  the  fine  linen  is  the  righ- 
teoufnefs  of  the  faints.  Rev.  xix.  7,  8.  Hence  it 
appears  that  fouls  who  walk  with  him  in  white  are 
cfpoufed  to  him,  and  are  in  union  with  him ;  flelli 
of  his  flefh,  and  bone  of  his  bone  \  and  are  joined 
to  him,  and  one  fpirit  with  him. 
Once  more.    It  was  a  cuftom  in  the  eaft  com*- 
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tms,  fbr  dverconers  in  games^  partitiular  perfons  at 
feafts,  and  on  days  of  great  rejoicings^  to  be  clothed 
in  white  raiment.  And  to  this  agrees  my  text,  that 
the  overcomers  ihail  walk  in  white ;  and  at  our  feafts 
the  wedding  garmipt  muft  be  wom^  for  it  is  well 
known  that  the  king  caft  him  from  among  his  guefts 
that  had  not  on  a  wedding  garment;  and  I  htbrc 
told  you  that  the  caule  of  Zion's  joy  was>  becaufe 
her  Lord  had  covered  her  with  the  robe  of  righte* 
oufii^ls. 

Moreover,  this  walking  with  the  Lord  in  white 
denotes  their  innocency ;  they  were  dead  through 
the  word  that  he  had  fpoken  unto  them ;  they  were 
complete,  in  him ;  all  fait  and  without  ipot;  foriiich 
a  charader  he  gives  his  church  in  one  of  his  '  z .. 
4>eeches  in  the  holy  fong.  Nor  is  this  walking  with 
him  in  white  confined  to  this  prefent. world  ^  but  (he 
will  appear  in  this  robe  on  the  throne  at  the  grand 
aflize,  and  walk  with  him  in  the  realms  of  bliis, 
and  fhare  in  his  glory,  titles,  majefty,  and  honours^ 
in  the  world  to  come,  and  that  to  all  eternity. 

jfyd  I  mil  not  blot  out  bis  name  out  of  the  hook  of 
life.  This  claufe  at  firft  fight  appears  ftrange,bec«Mfe 
of  the  ftability  of  the  covenant9  the  promifes  of  it 
being  all  yea  and  aoien  in  Chrift ;  and  becaufe  of  the 
faithfulnefe  of  Go%l,  whofe  counfels  of  old  are  faith-^ 
fulneis  and  truth;  and  becaufe  of  the  fatisfadion  of 
Chrift,' the  juftico  and  immutability  of  God,  and  of 
the  promife  being  fure  to  all  the  feed.  For,  if  by 
this  book  of  life  we  are  to  ynderftand  God'4  decree 
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eftd^EHon  thOtrlft,  in  whom  we  imc  elk^en,  and 
to  whom  we  were  given,  itt  Whoiti  #e  wfert  evtf 
lovtd,  atld  in  whom  God,  chat  cannot  lie,  ^deoiding 
CO  the  promife  of  ttemsA  Hft,  which  he  gai^  us  id 
Clhrift  before  die  foundation  of  llle  World;  yea  hit  or^ 
dained  t^  to  k,  and  fent  his  dear  Son  to  give  it ;  and 
hehtthbboQght  that  life  and  immortality  to  lij^lt^f 
the  gol^el.  This  is  God^s  decree,  and  it  is  cor<» 
finned  hf  an  oath,  that  the  beirs  of  ^rom%  mi^ht 
have  a  ftrong  confolation  arifingfrom  the  certainty  of 
thrinenjdymen  t  of  it  CouKl  this  decree,  oath*  and 
promkytiA^  ctniid  one  liagle  mame  included  ik  f^^tt 
decree,  or  recorded  in  dte  divine tniiid,me{fioty,Md 
lGTe,be  bhitDedtiWiWtc^uiditfilAdin  jeopardy  eve^ 
hodf^  ndr^rankl  there  be  nmi^ trmife  for  usior^Mi 
iecaujt  cur  mimes  Mre  w-itt^  in  h^anif^. 

Befides,  theiidly  Spirit  he^er  didates  One  pietidoii 
hi  the  ixieart  of  the  righseotks  ag«mfl:  Udtting  our 
names,  otit  of  God^s  decree  of  eledion,  which  he 
moAvtttiirAy  would  if  tfatifre  was  the  leaft  poi&iliey 
or  dangefof  it,  for  he  feardies  €he  dec^  things  6( 
Sod,  tnd  Intakes  interceffiOn  fbr  us. 

y-betc  ate  other  books  befidcs  this  of  eledion  j 

though  this  iscalled  the  Lamb's  book  of  life.  Tliet* 
is  the  bode  of  providence^  in  which  all  oPeitwesthat 

livc,*nove^andha*ctheirbcing,^ftd,'as4tis  written; 
foryet/et^  doj^s,  and  iHvHl  caufc  it  fa  rainiip^H  tie 
iartb  for  todays  and fGrfyyfg^sranii  every  living fi^ 
ftanee  ibat  Ih^nfe  made  ioUl  Ideftrify  (blot  wtt)yfH 
9ff  the  ffice  of  the  earth.  Gen,  rfi.  4,    Mofes  fle^ 
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fired  to  have  his  name  blotted  out  of  God*s  book> 
junlefs  he  would  forgive  the  idolatry  of  Ifrad ;  and 
God's  aniwer  to  him  is,  JVbofQiverbathJinnsdagainlt^ 
m€y  him  will  I  bht  out  of  my  book.  Exodus  zxxii.  3  j. 
It  is  plain,  al^,  that  there  is  a  book  of  this  prefent  life, 
which  is  faid  to  be  not  on  high,  but  under  heaven, 
where  earthly  creatures  live*  Thou  (halt  blot  out  the 
namcof  Amalek  from  under  heaven  ^  thou  (halt  not 
forget  it.  Deut*  xxv.  19.  Again,  Let  me  ahne^  ., 
tbat  I  may  deftroy  tbem^  and  blot  out  their  name  from 
under  heaven :  and  I  will  make  of  thee  a  great  nation: 
Deut.  ix.  1 4.  But  neither  of  thefe  books  are  in- 
tended in  my  text.  Whatever  book  is  meant^  itecr- 
tainly  refpefts  not  the  few  names  in  Sardis  which 
ihall  walk  with  Chrift  in  white,  but  thefe  that  bav& 
M  name  to  live  while  they  are  dead.  But  then  what 
book  of  life  can  dead  lifelefs  hypocrites  have  their 
names  in  ?  Not  in  the  book  of  elc6tion ;  for  all  pcr- 
fons  who  have  their  names  there  are  ordained  to 
eternal  life,  and  God  is  the  covenant  God  of  them 
aH ;  I  win  be  their  God,  and  they  fliall  be  my  people 
but  thefc  referred  to  in  my  text  have  only  a  name* 
to  five,  but  are  dead ;  and  God  is  not  the  God  of  the 
dead^  but  of  the  livings 

The  holy  fcriptures  arc  the  book  of  life,  as  well  as 
ekftion.  Search  the  fmpturesyfor  in  them  you  think 
you  have  eternal  life  5  and  they  are  they  which  teftify 
of  me^  the  promife  of  life :  and  Chrift's  word,  which 
U  fpirit  and  life,  is  found  in  them.  In  this  l^ook 
of  iife  w^  have  the  number  df  all  the  children  of  If* 
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riei  that  tame  cmt  of  Egypt;  but  they  finned  giiey-r 
dufly  againft  God,  tempted  him  and  provoked  hiir^ 
until  he  blotted  them  all  out  of  his  book,  except  thofe 
whofe  names  flood  in  the  book  of  election.  For^ 
when  Mofes  numbered  them  the  fecogd  time,  none 
wer«  found  alive  of  that  evil  generation^  iave  Joihua 
and  Caleb;  thefe  did  not  provoke;  he  only  deftroyed 
them  that  believed  not. 

Judas  ftands  enrolled  among  the  apoftksi  bu^ 
when  he  ibid  his  Mafter,  he  is  fktled  the  traitor;  and^ 
another  taking  his  office^  his  former  office-charaAer 
was  blotted  out.  The  fools  that  took  no  oil  in  their 
veflels  are  called  vir^ns;  but  they  are  bid  to  depart^ 
and  called  workers  of  iniquity :  this  blots  the  former 
name  out.  The  antediluvian  profeflbrs  are  ftiled  the 
ions  of  God;  but,  when  lufl  prompted  them  to  marry 
with  the  curfed  net  of  Cain,  God  iaw  that  their 
wickedneis  was  great,  and  he  deftroyed  them ;  and 
they  were  \uigodly  men,  and  no  other,  that  were  de- 
ftroyed, for  God  brought  in  $bi  flood  upon  the  world  of 
tbeungodly.  Whcntheyareftiledwickedandungodly^. 
their  former  nooMnal  tides  are  blotted  eut^  And 
fo  the  children  of  Ifrael  have  the  following  names- 
ftanding  in  the  fcriptures  of  truth:  Ammi^  mypeople^r 
Rkbamab,  having  obtained  mercy :  but  Lo-ammi  and 
Lo-rubamab  blots  the  former  om;  and  fo  iaysGod,  Fof 
ye  are  not  my  people,  and  I  will  not  be  your  God» 
Again^  She  is  not  my  wifcj  neither  am  I  her  hufbaadr 
Read  Hofea,  chap.  i.  ii,  Thi>  divorcing,  piitting 
away,  changing  of  names,  and  bk>tting  out>  took 
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place  when  the  Jews  had  filled  up  the  mcafure  of 
their  fins  by  perfecutiqg,  rtjefting,  and  murdering, 
the  Son  of  God  and  his  apoftles,  when  the  kingdom 
was  taken  from  them  and  given  to  the  Gentiles ; 
and  t^is  is  exprefsly  called  biOtting  them  out  of  the 
book  of  the  living,  as  it  is  written ;  They  gave  me  alfo 
pill  for  my  meat,  and  in  tf^  tbirft  they  gave  me  wV  , 
negar  to  drink.  Let  their  table  become  ajnare  before 
tbem ;  and  that  which  fbould  have  been  for  their  weU 
fare,  let  it  become  a  trap.  Let  their  eyes  be  darkened^ 
that  they  fee  not ;  and  make  their  loins  continually  to 
jhake.  Pour  out  thine  indignation  upon  tbem,  and  let  thy 
v?rathful  anger  take  hold  of  them.  Let  their  habitation 
he  defolate,  and  let  none  dwell  in  their  tents.  ^For  the^ 
ferjecute  him  whom  thou  hafijmitten^  and  talk  to  the ' 
piefof  thofe  whom  thou  haft  wounded.  Add  intptity  td 
their  iniquity ;  and  let  them  not  come  into  thy  right eouf-^ 
nefs.  Let  them  be  blotted  out  of  the  book  of  the  livings 
find  not  be  written  with  the  righteous.  Plalm  hcix. 
Kow,  in  the  matter  before  us,  this  cpiftle  is  written* 
(o  a  church  under  the  type  of  Sardis,  A  church  is 
the  houfehold  of  faith^or  a  congregated  body  of  be- 
lieving fouls  5  and  all  that  belicye  are  paffed  from 
death  to  life  j  yda,  he  that  believeth  hath  everlafting 
life,  and  (hall  live,  and  muft  live;  for  the  juft  fliall  live 
by  faith.  The  \vord. church  includes  the  whole  of 
them;  and  they  have  not  only  the  name  church  put 
upon  them  in  this  epiftle,  but  a  living  name,  a  name- 
to  irve^  but  thou  art  dead;  the  laft  word^  dead^  blot^ 
pyt  and  difannul}  the  name  live.    And  fo  they  arc- 
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oonfidered  by  us :  we  do  not  confider  Judas  in  hit 
profcillng  lUDne^  nor  in  his  apoftolic  office,  but  as  the 
traitor,  and  fon  of  perdition ;  diid  fo  we  conlktar  all 
t}ie  reft  of  the  apoftatos  and  hypocrities,  not  accord^ 
i^g  to  what  they  were  in  their  profeffion,  but  acd^nd- 
ing  to  their  real  character  when  God  mi^e  them  toa^ 
nifeft«.\  Hence  the  il4me  Ifraei  in  the  beft  fenfe  is 

• 

now  denied  to  the  poftcrity  of  Jacob  j  Thejr  arc  not 
all  I(f  ael  vhich  are  of  Ifr^el,  This  name  is  now  put 
upon  the  Gentile  church.  .Read  If,  ^civ.  5,  And  fo 
t|)e  name  Jew  is  not  now  allowed  to  them ;.  Ihuno 
tht  bld/fbemy  oftlicm  which  Jay  ib^  ^rt  'Jcws^  and  are 
not^  bu$  do  lie  j  /  will  make  Jbem  of  the  Ji^nagogue  of 
SfiiutL,  The  latter  najne  bbts  ou(,  makes  void,  and 
diiannuls,  the  former  altogether  \  for  the  name  Jew  is  ^ 
facred  name,  and  in  the  bed  fenic  appKcable  to  none 
but  to  a  real  fubje^t  of  the  King  of  the  Jews  i  fox  he 
is. not  a  Jew  which  is  on^  cutwardlji  but  be  is  a  Jew 
which  is  one  inwardly.  And  not  a  few  fpokeQ  to,  and 
pointed  out,  in  this  epiftle,  have  had  their  name^ 
blotted  out  by  the  difcovery  th^  Chri(l  hath  made 
of  them  in  this  hour  of  temptation.  Many,  who 
before  were  looked  upon  to  be  upright  men,  and 
lively  minifters  of  the  word,  were  foondifcovcFed  to 
be  guilty  of  perjury,  infurreftiqn,  (ind  rebellion, 
againft  both  God  and  the  king }  fins  which  Chrift 
never  fuSered  one  of  his  apoftks  to  tie  guilty  o^  or 
fall  into  :  fo  far  from  i?,  that  the  Holy  Spirit^  which 
fpake  in  tberp,  commanded  every  foul  that  profeftd 
Chrift  to  be  fulxjedt:  to  the  hi§;h<ir  (lowers,  to  obejf 
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magiftrates,  to  fear  God  and  honour  the  king ;  to  be 
ibbjeA  not  only  for  wrath^but  for  confcicnce  fake: 
yea,  thefe  warned  the  unruly,  and  vehemently  ex- 
claimed againft  thofe  that  were  felf- willed,  prefump- 
tuous,  and  not  afraid  to  ipeak  evil  of  dimities.  But 
tnany  of  ours,  who  had  a  name  to  live,  have  quite 
broken  the  yoke,  and  burft  the  bands  i  and  Chrift' 
in  this  epiftle  has  blotted  put  their  name,  which  was' 
but  a  name  to  live,  and  has  put  them  upon  anothec 
lift,  in  the  eyes  of  his  people  j  not  among  the  Jciljed 
and  wounded,  but  among  th^  dead,  who  never  ha^ 
the  Spirit  of  life  in  them ;  and  their  flocks  arc  gone 
with  them.  God  hath  taken  away  their  names  9ut 
of  the  book  of  life,  out  of  t^e  holy  city,  and  froni 
the  things  which  arc  written  in  this  book.  Rev. 
xxii.  19,  For  their,  name,  whether  in  the  city  or 
in  the  book,  is  only  a  name  to  live,  Heppe  it  ap* 
pears  that  this  book  of  life  is  the  lively  oracles  of 
God,  the  fcriptures  of  truth.     I  proceed, 

Are  not  the  fcriptures  of  truth  writjcn  on  the 
minds,  and  put  into  the  hearts,  of  God*s  faints  ?  Does 
he  not  proinife  that  the  new  covenant  and  the  bleiT- 
ings  of  it  (hall  be  experienced  by  his  people  in  the 
pardon  of  their  fins,  and  be  written  on  their  minds, 
and  on  the  flelhly  tables  of  their  hearts,  fo  as  to  make 
them  living epiftles, known  and  read  ofall  rnen  ?  Yea, 
the  fameSpirit  that  diftated  the  fanptures,  and  infpired 
holy  men  p  write  them,  Paul  fays,  writes  the  fame 
on  our  hearts.  Ye  are  our  epiftles,  written  not  with 
ink^  by^  with  the' Spirit  of  the  living  Godj  npt  on 
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tables  of  done,  but  on  the  flelhly  tabks  of  the  hearty 
And  not  a  few  who  haye  had  their  name$  written  here 
in  this  book,  in  thefe  living  epiftles^  and  who  haye  ha4 
a  place  in  their  mind  Judgment,  memory,  conibteoGe^ 
heart,  aod  afie£tions  ^  of  whom  we  could  taj,  and 
have  f^id,  as  Paul  did,  7>  are  in  our  hearts  to  die  and 
live  with  you.  But  Qod  blots  many  out  of  this  book 
of  life ;  and  it  |s  to  be  remar}ccd,  thac  it  is  common 
among  meq,  when  they  difcover  a  perfon  to  be  a  dif- 
ferent man  from  what  they  opce  thought,  to  lay,  "He, 
or  fuch  an  one,isquite  outof  my books/*^  Nor,  could 
Paul  fay  qf  Alexander  the  coppcrfmith,  Demas,  Phi- 
Ictus,  Hermogenes,  and  Hymeneus,  that  thefe  were 
in  his  heart  to  live  and  die  with  them  ?  No,  God  had 
made  them  manifeft  that  they  were  no  true  fellow- 
labourers,  or  yokcrfellows,  with  Paul.  God  blotted 
out  the  above  names  from  his  book,  and  from  the 
heart  and  affedlion  of  his  faithful  fervaht  Paul.  And 
fo  it  is  in  this  epiftle  wiitten  to  us ;  many  by  fub- 
fcribing  the  articles  of  the  eftablilhment,  and  then 
joining  with  them  .that  hate  the  truth,  are  difcovered 
hy  the  wqr^  pf  God,  and  by  their  own  cojidutt,  to  be 
none  of  them  that  Ipve  the  truth  and  peace,  or  who 
received  the  truth  in  the  love  of  itj  for  not  fuch,  but 
thofe  that  do  not  receive  the  truth  in  the  love  of  it. 
Ihall  he  given  up  to  ftrong  delufions,  to  believe  a  lie 
and  l^e  damned,  A  real  child  of  God  will  hold  faft 
that  which  he  hath  till  Chrift  come  \  for  it  is  he  who 
H^eps  the  word  of  his  patiepce  that  he  will  keep  frona  . 
the  hour  of  temptation  i  aijd.it  is  they  who  keep 
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Chrift's  fayings,  and  only  they,  that  (hall  neva*  (at 
death.  .  Thele  are  blotted  out  of  the  book  of  the 
iacred  fcriptures«  where  their  name  to  live  (tood  i 
and  this  epiftle  declares  them  dea{l ;  and  the  Lord's 
Hianifeftation  of  them  "fliews  us  where  to  apply  his 
declaration  of  them.  And  God  will  make  them 
that  are  not  his,  work  themfel  ves  out  of  his  children's^ 
books  too;  for,  when  they  exhibit  their  pride,  ftiff* 
Aefs,  ftubbornnefs,  and  inflexibility,  before  the  word 
of  truth,  that  they  will  neither  bow,  yield,  nor  fub- 
Hiit  to  divine  revelation^  and  the  will  X)f  God  made 
known  therein,  we  know  by  our  own  experience  where 
they  are  -,  for  neither  the  unruly,  prefumptuous,  nor 
rebellious,  ftand  on  die  lift  of  God's  obedient  ones, 
iut  they  dwell  in  a  dry  \fnd.  And  he  will  blot  them 
out  of  the  aflTedions^^  prayers  of  his  people,  how- 
ever painful  it  may  be';  as  we  fee  in  Samuel.  .  Saul 
had  a  (Irong  ftanding  in  the  heart  and  in  the  prayers 
of  Samuel ;  yea,  he  mourned  for  Saul,  even  till  God 
rebuked  him  for  it.  And  the  Lord /aid  to  Samuel^  How 
long  wilt  tbounoumforSaulyfeeinglbave  rejeSedbimf 
Saul  had  turned  his  back  uppn  the  word  of  God,  and 
had  not  kept  that  which  the  Lord  had  committed 
to  him  when  he  fent  him  againft  Amalek ;  for  which 
a  heavy  charge  was  brought  in  ag^inft  him,  for  he 
had  refufed  God's  orders,  and  followed  his  own  wiU^ 
as  appears  by  die  charge  following : 
.  J  And  Samuekjaidy  Hatb  the  Lord  as  great  delight  in 
*  fiurnt'offerings  andjacrifices  as  in  obeying,  the  voice  of 
the  Lord  f  MfM^  to  ob^  is  brttn-  tbdn/acrificey  and 
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U  bearkm  tban  the /at  cf  ram.  Far  reheUtM  is  £S 
thijlnpfwittbirafly  andftubbornnefs  is  as  iniquity  and 
idoUtry.  Becaufe  tbou  haft  rejeHed  $b4  wtnrd  cfiba 
Ijsrdy  be  bath  al/o  rejtSed  tbafrem  being  Ung.  i  Sam* 
xv«23.  After  chis^  all  Samuers  af&ftions  and  mourn<« 
logs  to  God  for  him  were  of  no  avail  $  nor  did  God 
ever  after  hear  or  aafwei-  his  own  prayer,  either  by 
dream,  vifion^  or  prophet ;  but  an  evil  fpirtt  ftooi 
the  Lord  was  foon  fepi^upon  bini>  which  influenced 
him  with  a  murdcrbg  difpofition,  tiU  he  killed  all 
the  Lord's  prieil^  at  Noph,  and  (ought  the  life  of  Da<« 
vid>  and  went  fvom  bad  to  worfe  &  firft  to  inquire  at 
^  witch  of  Endor,  wd  irom  that  to  fuicidc ;  and 
next  to  the  devil ;  for  i»  murderer  batb  eternal  l^§ 
aiiiHng  in  him.  i  John  iii.  1 5«.  Thus  dpth  God  blot 
shc4iil<4)edient  out  from  undbrkeaven  by  death,  and 
of  the  holy  fcripluoes,  And  from  any  part  in  that 
is  writfien  therein,  when  he  makes  them  mani-.* 
fefi,  and  out  of  th<f  hearts  and  af&Aions  of  his  chil* 
drcn«  however  beloved  by  them.  Nor  have  I  a  fingle 
doubt  upon  my  mind  but  that  this  whq|e  ^piftle,  out 
ttf  which  my  text  is  taken,  iptak^  to  us;  and  I  be*. 
Ifeve  in  my  confcience  that  God  bath  given  me  the 
true  fenfe  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  what  I  have  written 
vepon  die  fubjeft ;  and  that  the  whole  is  applicable 
tp  thofe  whom  God  hath  difcovered,  and  to  whom^ 
the  Lord  himfi;lf  ai](>lie8  it. 

JBut  this  ihall  n^er  be  the  cafe  of  God's  eleA,  of 
d^eiew  facred  names.in  Sardis  who  have  not  jdefiled 
their  ,£acmctu;s:  noj  theic  ihall  walk  with  Chrift  in 
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wbke;  and  X  will  not,  &hii  the  Loud,  bfoc  their  names 
out  of  the  book  of  Ufc«  No ;  not  out  of  the  book  of 
God's  decree  to  life,  for  tbey  are  ordained  toemrnal 
life ;  nor  out  of  the  fcripturci  of  truth,  for  they  have 
»  good  report  of  the  truth  itfelf^  therefore  their  fnd  • 
and  f heir  namejball  remain  there ;  nor  out  of  die  book 
of  God's  reinembrance;  for  the  ri^iteous  fliall  be 
had  in  eveiiafting  tcrbemhaixt  -, .  nw  tvt  of  the 
hearts  of  the  &ints»  for  they  are  in  onebDnd  of  Joye ; 
nor  out  of  the  confcience  of  finners,  for  God  makes 
them  maniieft  there,  as  may  be  feen  by  the  fooliii 
virgins  applying  to  them  for  oil  ^hen  their  owa 
lamps  went  out ;  and  in  their  confoiences  they  (hall 
abide  as  a  witnefs  againft  them  for  their  enmity,  tod 
that  even  in  hell  itfelf.  I  will  not  blot  his  name 
out  of  the  book  of  life. 

But  I  will  confejs  his  name  he/ore  my  Father,  and 
before  his  angels.  This  is  oppoied  to  difowning,  dil^ 
approving,  and  denying,  a  finner  at  the  lafl:  day ; 
which  lies  in  thcfe  words.  Depart  from  me,  I  know 
you  not!  This  fhall  not  be  the  cafe  with  the  few 
names  in  Sardis :  no ;  I  wil)  confefs  them  before  my 
Father ;  I  will  own  them,  and  acknowledge  them ; 
I  will  accept  them,  and  embrace  them ;  I  will  ap- 
plaud them  for  their  faithful  adherence  to  me  and 
my  truth  -,  and  I  will  preient  them  tomy  Father  witit 
a  ^  Behold  me,  and  the  children  which  thou  haft 
given  me.'  Yea,  I  will  Ihew  you  plainly  of  the  Fa- 
ther, and  he  will  accept  and  blefs  you,  and  glorify 
)rou  in  tfici  ^  vntk  wc,  and  you.ihall  be  made  per- 
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ft&  in  one.  And  I  will  confefi  you  before  the  zn^ 
gels  of  heaven  z$  my  faithful  followers  and  fervants, 
who  have  fufiered  much  diOionour^  difgrace,  and  re- 
proach^  for  my  fake^  and  who  have  come  through 
great  tribulation ;  and  they  fhall  own  and  honodr 
you  as  the  heirs  of  glory,  and  as  my  fpoule  and 
bride,  and  fliout  and  rejoice  when  you  (hall  enter 
the  royal  palace.  Thus  will  the  Lord  confc&  his 
faithfijl  followers.  And  what  he  fays  is  afiedtionate 
ud  fervent,  in  truth  and  fincerity,  and  may  be 
fiifely  depended  upon  and  expefted  when  a  few 
nOTf  days  are  rolled  over  our  heads. 
The  Lord  Uefi  what  hath  been  ipoken.    I  add 
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That  I  may  fhew  my  reader  yAisit  I  now  fee^  and 
vkat  is  going  on  in  the  world,  as  far  as  relates  to 
tiie  church  of  God,  I  will  offer  him  my  dioughtt 
in  a  fmall  compals,  diat  he  may  take  them  in  one 
view,  and  be  upon  his  guard. 

We  have  an  account  in  Daniel  of  a  fourth  beaft^ 
a  mbft  terrible  creature,  with  ten  horns  on  its  head, 
Dan.  vii,  7.  This  is  the  laft  kingdom  that  is  to  be 
on  the  earth,  or  the  laft  great  empire.  Dan.  vii.  23* 
This  is  the  Roman  empire,  divided  into  ten  king-> 
doms  i  and  the  litde  horn  among  them  is  the  pope; 
who  ro(e  up  among  the  ten  kings,  and  at  the  Ikme 
tiitie.  Dan.  vii.* 2a  Before  this  little  horn  three 
Ml,  Dan., vii.  8 ;  which  three  litde  powers  were  fub- 
duod  by  Pepin  and  Charlemagne,  kings  of  France^ 
and  given  to  the  pope;  which  gift  furniihed  his 
head  with  the  triple  cpwn.  This  little  horn  is  to 
be  known, 

I.  By  his  exalting  himfelf  above  all  emperors, 
kings,  or  rulers,  which  the  fcriptures  ftile  gods.  He 
ihall  exalt  himfelf  and  magnify  himfelf  above  every 
god.  Dan«  xi.  36. 

a.  By  forbidding  to  marry.  He  {hall  not  regard 
the  dcfire  oi  women.    Mr.  Mead  fays  ic  is  mving.  * 

3.^  He 


3 .  He  is  CO  be  finglcd  out  by  fightbg  againft  Ac 

people  of  God.    I  beheld,  an(]  the  fame  horn  made^ 

war  with  the  faints,  and  prevsuled  againft  them. 

Dan.  vii*  ti. 
From  the  time  of  this  horn's  fpcaking  great  things, 

and  warring  with  the  (alnts^  to  his  final  deflniftioiij 
b  what  Daniel  wanted  to  know :  .i2w  longfidl  it  h 
i0  tiff  end  if  fbe/e  w0uUrs  ?  TJ^  wfwcr  gircn  fol- 
lows: jgnJ  ibi  num  cUibedin  Imn  lift  up  bis  ri^ 
bm$d  and  lift  band  t^  bea'oen^  wdjwurt  ij  bim  ibat 
livetbfor  evir^  tbat  itjiull  bifor  0  Hm%  tims,  and 

abstf.  Dan.iui.7. 

Before  the  expiration  of  this  myfterioui^iarm  ibem 
kubea  time  9f  irmiiieyjucb  as  nevefv^oas  fince  than 
^aas  a  nation  to  tbat  Jams  tUofi.  Dan.^ii.  i.  In  tJM 
b^aniAg  of  this  time  of  trouble  be  Jball /cotter  the 
power  ^  tbe  My  peapk.  I>an.  xit.  ?•  When  this 
power  is  fcattered,  ne  armjbailwitii/hmdi  neUberfiiall 
tbe  cbojm  people  n^u^nd;  neither  fiaU  there  branp 
Jlrengtblomtk/hnd.Dm.^.iS^  But  what  ap|)eaA 
tbe  moft  aftoniflxing  is,  that  fome  fimple  lbuk>  nal 
partakers  of  grace,'  ihali  be  fo  far  inAuenoed  and 
hHnded,.  fay  the  univerfal  apoipfy  of  profelfing  hypo* 
crites,  that  even  they  (hall  contribute  not  a  little  to- 
waitis  this  time  of  Jacd^'s  trouble.  Tins  is  con- 
finned  both  by  the  Old  Tefi-ament  4iid  the  New : 
Hefifall  have  Uprigbi  ^nes  with  Urn ;  a  tittle  daughter 
of  Zion  Jhall  be  corrupted^  of  which  an  ancitnt  prin- 
oefs  wasa  type  t  hut /he.fttaitsietftaud  long  mUsfide^ 

nntber  he  for  bim^  DisUL  xi.  J?  i  for  Jbcr  jcverkifting 

Father 
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Father  ihalt  ghre  her  a  timely  call  frdtfi  thente  i 
I JbrardamtberfiMct  frmn  betvin, /dyings  Gome Mt  if 
ber^  n^  people,  that  ye  be  notpartakdts  of  berfins^  and 
ibdt  yettceive  not  tfber  plagues.  lie  v.  Kiriii.  4. 

But  the  h3rpocHtesinourj^ion  ihall  be  the  greateft 
promoters  of  this  laft  calamitf  .  Thefe,  bdng  proiKi 
and  haughty,  and  wile  in  their  own  conceit,  (half 
ieduce  dte  above  fimple  ones,  and  influence  them 
with  a  ipiri t  of  rebellion  and  dtfaffedion^  and  plun- 
der thctn  of  their  tendemeis  and  reverence  of  Chri^ 
and  his  word:  Jlfo  Sbe  robbers  of  thy  people  fhalb 
exalt  tbefkfiilves  to  efiublifh  the  vifion^  hut  they  Jball 
fall.  Dan. ».  14*  The  New  Tcftament  defcribcs 
thefe  robbers  thm  x  For  the  time  ^S  iome  when  ibef 
wUl  not  endure  found  doSrine ;  hut  after  their  4wH  lufts 
fhaUibey  heap  to  ibemfelves  teaebers^  having  ifehing 
ears  I  and  they  Jhullium  awof  tbeirears  from  the 
trutby  and  fi^all  be  turned  unto  fiAks.  a  Tim,  vf.  4. 
Tbis  time  is  coote,  and  all  thefe  things  have  takei^ 
piaCc :  Neverthelefs^  the  people  that  do  know  their  God^ 
fball  b^firongy  aHd  da  exploits.   Dan.  xi.  32. 

.\  tntbbMkY^proachixigt/meofunparaUekdTroubkp^ 
Jbticbad^  the  great  prince^fland  up,  which  flands  for  hir 
people.  Dan*  ^ii.  a.  He  (hall  rife  from  his  throne, 
and  ftand  up,  as  he  did  ac  the  time  of  Stephen's 
triaU  and  the  heavens  fliallopen,  as  they  did  then,' 
end  tlie  jkies  fedl  begin  to  poor  down  righteoufnefs. 
]ia..Klv.  %.    He  ibaii  ftand  up,  dtiriiig  the  t^me  of- 

diis  next  confii£V,  and  exert  hlmfelf  m  behalf  pf  his 
faints :  as  ibonw  i3ie  power  of  his  people  is  an  gone/ 

•  and 
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and  they  are  worn  out,  overcome^  and  pfe vailed 
againfti  tlien  fhall  Chrift  fiand  up»  and  .execute 
judgipent  on  the  murderers  of  his  people^  and 
vindicate  and  juilify.  the  righteous  i  and  fhall  de-« 
ftroyall  his  enemies,  and  efilablilh  the  kingdoms 
of  this  world  in  the  hands  of  his  faints  s  and  fb  ir  19 
written,  IbebtUy  and  the  fame  bom  made  war  with  the 
Jaints^  and  prevailed  againft  tbemy  until  the  Ancient  of 
Days  came,  and  judgment  was  given  to  the  faints  oftbe 
Mifi  Higb ;  and  the  time  came  tbai^  the  faints  poffeffed 
tbe  kingdom.  Dan.  vii.  21,  22. 

This  prevailing  againft  the  faints  is  not  jto  be  un- 
derftqpd  of  dieir  being  fulje£ted  to  popeiy,  but  of 
their  being  deprived  of  all  civil  power,  and  of  their 
hwg  flain  or  fUenced,  and  fq  deprived  of  all  public 
worfhipi  which  will  continue  three  years  and  aahal£ 
They  fball  lie  (lain  as  many  days  as  popery  hath 
reigned  years.  But  from  the  damnable  deception  oi 
popery,  and  from  the  damnation  that  it  expofes  fin* 
ners  to,  and  out  of  this  laft  perilous  time  of  troubki 
fliall  aU  the  ekd  of  God  be  moft  furely  delivered : 
ib  it  follows.  And  there  fhall  be  a  time  of  trouUe^^b 
as  never  was ;  and  at  that  time  (take  notice  of  tkft). 
tiy  people  fiall  be  delivered^  every*  one  that  fball  be 
found  written  in  tkebook.  Dan.  xii.  i.  In  aUuHoB 
to  this,  Chrift  promifes,  in  his  epiftle  written  to  us, 
firft,  that  he  will  keep  us  in  the  hour  of  temptation ; 
and,  fecondly,  that  he  will  not  blot  ^ur  names 
out  of  the  book  of  life;  but,  in  fpite  of  the  univerfal 
corruption  of  thourands,/^^j^^ai0i^  with  bimin 
wbite^ 

We 
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We  rtiuft  how  go  to  the  New  Tcftament  to  fee 
\irhen  Daniel's  titne^  timesi  and  a  balf^  in  which  thi& 
horn  is  to  reign»  began.    Paul  gives  us  two  outward^ 
figns  of  it:  firft,  a  general  apoftafy;  and>  fccondljr^ 
an  open  exhibition  of  the  man  of  fin^  infomuch,  that 
ithe  children  of  light  might  fee  him^  and  apply  the 
portrait  drawn  of  him  in  the  fcripturesto  him :  That 
d^Jhall  not  come  except  there  eome  a  falling  avoayfirji^ 
mtd  that  man  of  Jin  be  revealed^  the  /on  of  perdition, 
a  Theff.  ii.  3,    Apoftafy  from  the  truth  in  the  Ro- 
man empire  paved  the  way,  and  then  this  fon  of 
perdition  appeared,  with  the  evident  tokens  of  per- 
dition upon  him ;  and  then  that  day  came  in  which 
Daniel's  time^  times ^  and  a  half  began.    For  the  tri-  • 
pic  crown,  and  the  word  myftery  at  the  front  of  it, 
and  the  title  of  univerfal  biihop added  to  thefe,  made* 
him  manifeft  $  (b  that  he  was  then  clearly  revealed 
and  made  known*  to  the  fpoufe  of  Chrift;  and  fhe 
difcovered  him,  exclaimed  againfthim,  and  Bed  fl-om 
him,  as  from  the  iace  of  the  old  ierpent  which  de- 
ceived Eve  j  and  fo  it  follows.  And  there  appear td 
another  wonder  in  biaven^  andhehofd  a  great  red  dra* 
gm^  having /even  heads  and  ten  horns  \  and  his  tail  drew 
the  third  part  of  the ftars  of  heaven^  and  didcaft  them  to 
the  eartb%  and  the  woman  fled  into  the  wildemefs^  where 
fhe  hath  a  place  prepared  of  God  J  that  they  fhould  feed 
her  theri  a  tboufand  ttvo  hundred  and  three/core  days. 
Rev.  xii.  3,  4, 6,    Hence  it  appears  diat  a  general 
falling  away  from  Chrift  in  the  Roman  empire  paved 
the  way  for  this  fon  of  perdition  1  and  upon  that  he 

£  appeared^ 
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tppcsired,  and  the  dcdlrincs  of  devils  foon  broke  loofe 
from  him,  with  which  he  drew  the  third  fart  of  tb$ 
^rs  of  heaven,  and  cafi  them  to  the  earth.  Thcfe  ftars 
ivere  miniilcrs,  who  had  fome  light  in  the  head,  but 
no  love  to  Chrift  in  the  heart*  The  devil  drew  thcfe 
A'om  their  Handing  by  his  own  taUt  the  ancient 
and  honourable  he  is  the  head^  and  the  prophet  that 
teacbeth  lies  he  is  the  tail.  Ifa.  ix.  15.  And  now  the 
whole  world  wondered  after  the  heafl.  The  whole  Ro- 
man empire  became  now^  in  the  general,  apoftates 
from  Chrift  >  the  flars  fell  from  thdr  orbits,  and 
united  to  this  univerfal  bifhop ;  and  thofe  that  won- 
dered  after  him  foliowed  him ;  and  this  myftical  body 
of  apoilates,  that  joined  themfelves  to  this  new  head 
of  the  church,  the  pope,  make  up  the  myftical  body 
of  the  beafti  which  is  to  continue  for  a  timcy  times^ 
and  a- half  I  throughout  which  period  Daniel's  eye 
purfued  himj  till  he  faw  the  end  of  him !  I  beheld  tben^ 
htcaufe  cf  the  voice  of  the  great  words  which  the  bcm 
^pake :  I  beheld  till  the  beaji  wasflain^  and  bis  body 
dejlroyedy  end  given  to  the  burning  flame»  Dan.  vii*  1 1. 
Hence  it  appears  that,  when  the  title  of  univerfal 
biihop  took  place,  then  the  man  of  fin  was  revealed] 
which  was,  as  mOft  agree,  in  the  year  606  j  then  Da- 
niel's time^  times^  and  a  half  began.  Then  the  wo 
itian  faw  him,  bore  her  teftimony  againft  him,  and 
fled  from  him ;  for  it  was.  the  world  that  wondered 
after  the  beaft,  not  the  church,  for  fhe  is  not  of  this 
worlds  even  as  Cbrifi  is  not  cftbis  world. 

Now  let  us  fee  what  becomes  of  her  and  where  lb« 

goes. 


(    67     ) 

goes.  She  fled  into  the  wilderncfs,  juft  as  the  IC^ 
raelitcs  did  from  the  face  of  Pharaoh  (called  a  river 
dragon, Ezek.xxxix.  3)  into  obfciiricy.  The  church 
exiffed  for  a  while  in  private  families,  and  after  that 
in  diiFcrent  corners  of  the  earth :  and  this  place  was 
prepared  of  God  to  hide  her  in;  and  flnce  that  time 
God  hath  prepared  more  public  places  for  her,  and 
hath  raifed  up  fome  earthly  princes  to  be  of  her,  and 
to  proteft  her,  thit  her  minifters  might  feed  her  there 
a  thoufand  two  hundred  and  threefcore  days ;  that  is,  ^ 
thoufand  two  hundred  and  threefcore  years — which 
number  of  years  appears  to  be  exaftly  the  fame  as 
Daniel's  time^  times^  and  a  half  So  that  the  woman 
(hall  live  in  the  wildernefs  as  long  as  Antichrift  lives 
on  the  throne  •,  yea,  fhc  fliall  outlive  him,  and  rife 
to  reign  upon  his  ruin. 

During  the  above  time  Zion  is  to  bp  fed  j  for  (b. 
it  is  written — ^nd  I  will  give  power  unto  my  two  wit^ 
nejesy  and  they  fhall  prophefy  a  thoufand  two  hundred 
and  threefcore  days  clothed  in fackcloth.  Rev.xi.3.  But, 
towards  the  conclufion  of  this  1260  years,  Daniel's 
rime  of  trouble  is  to, come  on ;  and  fo  k  follows  2 
And^  when  they  fhall  have  finifhed  their  teftimonyy  the 
beafl  that  afcendeth  out  of  the  hottomkfs  tit  fhall  make 
war  againfi  them,  and  fhall  overcome  them  and  kill 
them.  And  their  dead  bodies  fhall  lie  in  theftreet  of  the 
great  city^  which fpiritually  is  called  Sodom  and  Egypt ^  * 
where  alfo  our  Lord  was  crucified.     And  they  of  the 
people^  and  kindreds  y  and  tcnguesy  and  nations^  fhall  fee/ 
their  dead  bodies  three  days  and  a  half  and  fhall  not 

E  a  fufer 
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J^ffer  ibeir  dead  hodUs  t9  be  put  in$9  graves.  Rev.  xl, 
7,  i,  9*     By  their  pot  being  buried,  it  feems  as  if 
they  would  be  baniflied  from  the  feat  of  the  church* 
and  fo  beconie  dead  (o  thofe  that  uf^d  to  be  fed  by 
them  i  and  by  their  lying  in  the  Urcet  of  the  great 
city,  it  looks  as  if  they  were  rcferyed  to  mzifLC  (port 
for  die  beaft,  as  San^fon  did  for  the  Philiftines :  and 
fo  it  follows ;  jffid  they  that  dwell  upon  the  earth  fiall 
rejoice  over  tbept,  and  make  merry  ^  and /end  gifts  one  let 
another.  And^  after  ihree  days  and  a  half^  the  Spirit  (^ 
life  from  Godtnteredintq  them^  and  they  flood  upop,  their 
feet,  and  great  fear  fell  upon  thfm  whi^h/aw  them.  And 
they  heard  a  great  voice  f rem  heaven^  faying  unto  tbem^ 
Come  up  hither.    And  they  afcende4  up  to  heaven  in  a 
cloudy  and  their  enemies  beheld  them.  Rev.  xi.   By  this 
we  fee  the  glorious  rife  of  the  churchy  which  is  called 
heaven  y  and  the  rife  of  the  witneflesj^  which  is  (aid  to 
be  in  a  cloud :  by  which  it  feems  that  the  number 
of  them  ^ill  be  greatly  increafed^  as  Paul  faysj  tF^ 
are  compaffe^  about  with  a  great  chtid  ofwitnejfes^  and 
thefe  will  not  be  wells  without  water,  or  clouds  with* 
out  rain,  as  thoufands  pow  are  1  but  clouds  full  of 
rain^  by  whom  Chrifi  will  ^ome  dtfwn  as  raip  upon  tbi 
mown  grqfSy  and  as  fhowers  that  water  the  fartb. 

This  (laughter  of  th^witnefles  is  the  time  of  trouble 
before  us^  to  w)iich  we  ar^  hafl^ning  apac^  \  and^  looI( 
which  way  you  wiU^  it  appears.  The  fp^  of  peidi* 
tion  was  reveal^  in  the  year  606,  according  to  the 
bed  accounts,  and  one  thoufand  two  hundred  and 
fixty  years^  ox  forty-two  months^  is  all  (he  time  (l^t  he 

i$ 


]fito  cdntmue ;  which  makes  it  plain  that  theloQgeft' 
time  that  /W/  hireling  hath  to  accomfljfii  bis  days  can^ 
not  exceed  I  §6  C ,  or  1 870.  Arid,  if  the  caftem  wajr 
of  i^cl5:oning  yt^i  s,  which  was  (horter  than  ours,  is 
meant,  then  the  account  may  \k  fliortcr :  btit  ;hat  I 
muft  leave  with  the  wonderful  calculator. 

Thi»  i3  a  dsirk  and  cloudy  day,  which  Zion  hath  » 
TfittL  with  next,  and  the  il^dows  of  the  evening  ar^ 
ilretcbed  out  aheady.  The  ArminiaQs,  as  I  have 
ijtiewcd^are  on  the  very  b^s  of  popery ;  sind  ibe  outer 
fourth  whjch  appears  to  me  to  be  tb«  baftard  Cal« 
vinifts,  who  ho}d  the  trc^th  in  unrighteoufnefs,  (for 
th^fe  are  the  neareft  of  any  to  the  church,  or  to  the 
inner  court,)  thefe  are  going,  nay  are  already  gone» 
over  to  the  Arminians ;  they  have  formerly  waged 
ifvar  with  ;hecn,and  oppofed  their  tenets,  ^ut  now  tbef 
jMive/int  an  ambajfage^  and  dtftred  condition f  ofpeace^ 
X^uke  3(iv.  32,  And  fome  there  are  who  ^eteft  this« 
^d  exclaim  againil:  it^  who  at  the  fame  time  have 
diunk  into  the  very  murdering  ipirit  of  popery^and 
jUts  ip  the  lanfie  bond  of  iniquity  with  them  that  are 
now  killing  the  proteftants  in  Ireland ;  theie  are  gone 
4>ver  in  fpirit  to  the  whore  of  Babylon ;  and^o  over 
they  muft  and  (hall,  even  every  one  but  the  ele£t  of 
God ;  for  jb  it  is  written :  And  all  tbat  dwell  upon 
$be  earth Jball  w^rjbip  bim^  whofe  names  are  not  written 
in  the  bottkrflify  of  the  iMmbftainfrom  the  foundation 
of  the  world.  Rev*  xiii.  8.  But  wo,  wo,  wo,  be  to  all 
fuch !  And  fo  fays  truth  itfdf ;  And  the  third  angel 
followed  tbemxfaying  with  aloud  voice^  If  any  man  wor^ 

fiip 
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jkif  the  hehft  and  bis  image ^  and  nceive  his  mark  in  the 
forebead^or  in  bis  bandy  thtjami Jball drink  oftbe  wine 
of  the  wratb  of  God,  wbicb  is  poured  out  witbout  mix-- 
ture  into  tbe  cup  of  bis  indignation^  andbejbalibe  tor^ 
mented  with  fire  andhrimftone  in  tbeprefence  oftheboly 
angels^  and  in  tbeprefence  of  tbe  Lamb.  Rev.  xiv.  9,  lo* 
In  the  lad  number  of  the  Evangelical  Magazine, 
(felfely  fo  called)  publifhed  by  Mr.  Chapman  in 
Fleet-ftrcet,  there  is  an  ambaffage  of  peace  held  out 
(though  not  in  direfb  terms)  even  to  the  papifts 
themfelves,  and  this  fulfils  the  word  of  God,  that 
the  outer  court  is  given  to  the  Gentiles,  and  that  all 
ihall  worfhip  the  beaft'but  the  eleft  of  God,  whofe 
names  are  written  in  heaven.  Hence  we  mud  ex- 
pcft  the  cloud  to  gather  thicker  and  thicker;  and' 
n^olves  in  pulpits,  and  hypocrites  in  pews,  to  increafe 
more  and  more,  till  the  pope's  laft  ftruggle  and  Zion*s 
laft  travail  come  on ;  when  the  man  of  (in  (hall  rife  to 
tbe  fulnefs  of  his  (lature,  and  the  whore  of  Babylon 
to  her  higheft  dignity,  faying,  I  fit  as  a  queen,  andfball 
know  noforrowy  neither  widowhood ^  nor  tbe  lojs  ofcbiU 
dren.  Then  in  one  hour  fball  her  judgments  come.  And 
the  feventh  trumpet  of  the  feventh  angel  (hall  bring 
on  this ;  for  the  fame  divine  perfon  in  Daniel,  who 
fwore  the  bead  (hould  continue  for  a  time,  times,  and  a 
half  fwears,  in  John's  hearing,  that  at  the  expiration 
of  that  time  popiih  tyranny  (hall  ceaie,  and  peHe- 
cution  be  no  more :  and  fo  it  is  written  \  jtnd  the 
angel,  which  If  aw  upon  tbe  fea  and  upon  tbe  edrtb^ 
lifted  up  bis  band  to  heaven,  and  fw are  ij  him  that 

livetb 
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Uveth  for  ever  and  every  that  there  ftjould  be  time  nf 

imger.  But  in  the  days  oftbevdice  oftbe/eventb  angel^ 

^ben  jbejhall  begin  no  founds  the  myftery  ofGodJhall  he 

finijbedy  as  be  bath  declared  to  bisjervants  thefrofbetsi 

Rev.  X.  5,  6, 7.     Now,  if  my  reader  would  knovgr 

what  the  fevench  trumpet  proclaims,  it  is  founded 

vpon  the  refurrcdion  of  the  witnefies,  when  the  Holy 

Ghoft  quickens  them  again,  and  raifes  them  up  to 

publilh  the  gofpel  throughout  the  worli    And  tbc 

/event b  angel  founded^  and  there  were  great  voices  in 

heaven^  faying^  The  kingdoms  of  this  world  are  become 

the  kingdoms  of  our  Lord,  and  of  bis  Cbrijl;  and  he  fh all 

reign  for  ever  and  ever.  Rev.  xi.  15.    Now  (hall  the 

gofpel  be  preached  throughout  the  world,  and  the 

greatefl  kingdom  that  ever  flood  be  given  to  the 

faints  of  the  Moft  High.    But  let  us  look  at  what  is 

.  now  going  on,  and  be  upon  our  guard.    All  but  the 

cleft  Ihall  worfhip  the  beaft ;  therefore  let  us  not  be 

ftartled  at  the  general  apoftafy  of  thp  members  of 

the  outer  court,  for  that  is  given  to  the  Gentiles, 

therefore  they  muft  and  ihali  have  it;  and  it  is  now 

going  over  and  fubmitting  to  the  papifts,  that  they 

may  wor(hip  him;  for  all  fhall  worfhip  him  but  thofe 

whole  names  are  in  the  book  of  life.     The  man  of 

fin  is  now  colleAing  what  is  given  to  him ;  and  when 

all  his  members  are  united,  his  myflical  body  will  be 

complete.    Then  fhall  the  beaft  be  taken,  and  bis  body 

deftroyed^  and  given  to  the  bumingflame.  Dan.  vii.  1 1^ 

The  whore  fhall  be  utterly  burnt  with  fire,  for  flrong 

is  theLord  God  that  judgeth  her.  But,  to  flrengthcn 

our 


<    7t    ) 

^r  hindb^  let  u&  Confider  Michael;  for  he  flidt  ftand 
Dp  when  this  perilpus.  time  comes  on«  and  (hall 
ftrengthen  mi  deliver  every  one  chat  fliall  be  found 
written  in  the  bo^k*  Daa.iui^  u 

■ 
Thos^  reader^  I  hive  given  thee  a  fign  of  the 
times>  and  a  true  account  of  the  work  now  on  the 
wheels — nor  (hall  all  the  hypocrites  in  Zicn,  nor  all 
the  enemies  that  I  have  in  Britain^  no»  nor  even 
time  icfelf,  prove  me  a  falle  prophet  in  this,  or  make 
this  predi&ion  a  he. 


THa 


T.  Benfleys  Pnater»  Bolt  Court*  Fleet  Snreti  Loodoo* 


